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Minister’s Message                                           Submitted by Rev. Kathryn Peate  

 

Dear Friends 
 
My calendar says it’s still summer for another two weeks, but the days are definitely getting 
shorter and the air is crisper.  Summer has always been my favourite season, probably 
because I am always cold.   
 
This summer, as usual, WUC granted me the month of August as vacation/study leave.  I 
had planned to relax and read and come back to work refreshed and reenergized.  But 
when you are a home owner, there always seems to be something to do – like painting 
stairs and chairs, hosting friends and family for special get-togethers, seeding and mowing 
the yard, planting and weeding and cleaning, and so on.  Needless to say, we got a lot of 
work done and some things got the needed maintenance they required. 
    
Now that our church is gearing up again for the fall, there is 
lots happening here too.  The first “official” fall Sunday is 
always a wonderful congregational lunch hosted by the 
Membership Relations committee.  Soon the Bazaar will be 
upon us and, as always, we are looking for lots of help.  We are 

pleased to have  
Nico Vanderkraay as our 
head Convenor, and with 
your help, we can make his 
life easier by volunteering 
early.  Sign up sheets are in 
the Narthex.   
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In this church season of Creation, on Sunday, September 29, during the worship service, we 
will be celebrating the animals in our lives that have become a part of our family.  We are 
having a Pet Blessing, so we are inviting everyone to send a digital photo of their pet 
(current or former) to my email address at kmpeate@rogers.com by Tuesday, Sept. 24 to 

include in a powerpoint that day.  If you are unable to send a digital 
photo, feel free to bring a photo of your pet to be displayed on a 
board that day.  Ideally, we would have the real animals in church, 
but I suspect a lot of people’s allergies would act up and our 
custodian, Pat, might not like the mess to clean up in the sanctuary 
after the service.    
I pray all of you have had a very pleasant summer and are looking 
forward to the activities and spiritual opportunities offered by 
Woodroffe United. 
 
Blessings, 
Kathryn 
 

Rukia Peate 
 

 

 

The Difference of Two Words           Submitted by Diokno Segundo 
 
In ancient times, two men commented about God:  Plato said, "God is eros"; John the 
Apostle said, "God is agape!"  Just the difference of two words, and yet there was a 
difference of two worlds that went into the meaning.  This difference runs straight through 
all our ethics and our religions.  It divides them decisively.  All systems range themselves 
unconsciously on one side or the other. 
 
This is depending on whether they embody eros or agape.  Eros love will love for what it 
can get out of this love.  It turns everything - even God - into a means to an end, with eros 
love, we love people for what they give us in return, if there is no return, then love dies.  We 
love others because we see in them something that brings satisfaction to us - their beauty, 
their physical attractiveness, their sensuality.  They meet a need in us, therefore we would 
like to acquire them.   
 
We can love God in this way too - by making Him serve our needs.  It looks and sounds 
religious, but it is pure egocentricity - cults are rooted in eros.  They would not admit to it, 
of course, but the attitude underlying them is:  "if I serve God, repeat certain slogans and 
obey certain rules, I will have peace of mind and inner serenity."  Everything they do comes 
back to them.  The centre of their universe is "ME".  They do not love God for Himself, they 
love Him for what they can get out of Him.  There is a better way - "a more excellent way" - 
agape love. 
 

mailto:kmpeate@rogers.com


 

3 

Pastoral Care Message                        Submitted by John Patton, Coordinator 
 
 

The following passage from the Book of Micah (6:8) neatly summarizes what God expects 
of us as a faithful people. 
 

…what does the Lord require of you 
but to do justice, and to love kindness 
and to walk humbly with your God. 

 
Jesus echoed this when he boiled the Law down to:  love God and your neighbour.  Sounds 
simple doesn’t it?  And yet, we often struggle with it—especially the part about loving our 
neighbour.  What does it mean to “love kindness?”  Who is our “neighbour?”  
 
I like to think that it means, at least in part, to care for and about others, to want the best 
for them and to reach out to them when they are hurting.  In both the Hebrew and Christian 
Scriptures, the image of the “good shepherd” is often used to express this.  It is from that 
“pastoral” image that we get the term “pastoral care.”  Often, the term is capitalized—
Pastoral Care—and thus acquires a formal connotation that implies special calling or 
training.  And, indeed, some kinds of pastoral care do benefit from professional training—
but by no means all.  

 
At Woodroffe, pastoral care occurs on a daily basis and in a variety of ways.  At one end of 
the continuum is what happens every Sunday --though not only then--when members of 
the congregation reach out to each other in caring and supportive ways, be it a cheerful 
“good morning” as we arrive, a quiet chat in the pew before or after the service or a friendly 
hello when we encounter someone in the mall.  The weekly bulletin reminds us of this 
when it notes that “we are all called to ministry.”  At the other end, is the care provided, 
usually by the Ministers, to those in crisis or situations of more acute need—typically 
surrounding death or serious illness.  In between are those circumstances which call for an 
ongoing commitment—short-term or longer term—by a member of the congregation to 
take on responsibility for caring for another.  One example is visiting members who are 
largely confined to their homes and are unable to attend church regularly.  Regular home 
visiting or calling, delivering a biweekly newsletter, special attention at Christmas and 
Easter, ensure that these members remain connected to their church family.  The letter and 
card-writers and shortbread deliverers are providing pastoral care—though they may be 
surprised to hear that. In other cases, from time to time, members find themselves in a 
particularly difficult situation that may call for someone with special skills or training to 
assist or augment the support provided by the Ministers.  This is where the Pastoral Care 
Team comes in. 

 
Woodroffe’s team is currently composed of the Ministers and 10 lay members, all of whom 
have completed a ten-week (25 hour) training program to develop their listening skills and 
their ability to respond pastorally and confidentially when a need arises. These skills are 
maintained and enhanced through continuing education programs provided by the 
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Pastoral Care Training Program and community agencies.  The team meets monthly from 
September to June for mutual support, sharing and learning and, each fall, covenants with 
the congregation to care for one another. 
 
Current team members are Pat Cuthbert, Wes Dearham, Mary-Lynne Harvey, Rob Howes, 
Deb Lester, Jeannette Montgomery, John Patton, Cathy Seaborn, Gregg Smith and Lorna 
Waymann. 
 
If you have or are aware of a pastoral care need or would like more information about the 
work of the Pastoral Care Team, please contact Rev. Kathryn Peate, John Patton (613-729-
4139) or any member of the team. All such communication is kept strictly confidential.  
Shalom. 
 

 
 

Summer Picnics                                                              Submitted by Judy Chaplin 
 

This summer, two picnics were organized for two groups of refugees WUC has sponsored 
over the past 20 years. On July 1st, several of us met at Andrew Haydon Park with Islam, 
Zoja, and their 3 sons-Leotrim, Nentor and Alban. They arrived in Canada from Kosovo in 
May 1999 and were celebrating the 20th anniversary of their arrival in Canada. On August 
21st, many of us met at Woodroffe Park with Rehab, Tamer, Baraa and Syrian friends to 
celebrate summer together. They arrived in Canada in late December 2015. Both picnics 
were enjoyed by all. 
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A Blast from the Past - Originally Submitted to the Advent 2006 Uniter  

        Submitted by Mary Frances Laughton 

 
I have been coming to Woodroffe since I was a little girl and music has always been a very 

important part of my worship life. My favourite memories of Advent are the CGIT 

Candlelight Services. The church would be totally darkened and candles would be lit and 

the lights of Christmas Tree (it was still real at that time) would glow. The Girl's Choir, 

under the leadership of Jean Ellis, often took part with at least one anthem. We had red and 

white choir gowns. My hair was very long and thick. I always wore it in a braid or tied back 

but on those nights, I was allowed to have it flow loose. During one service, my hair caught 

fire from the candle of the person behind me. The fire was put out by Minister Morgan 

using a hymn book. I was unaware of the fire but I was very aware of my Minister hitting 

me with a book! 

 

 

 

WUC Bazaar 2019 Update - Saturday, October 26  
    Submitted by Nico Vanderkraay 

 
Nico Vanderkraay is the overall Director for the Bazaar this year.  We are looking for 
another Co-Director.  If  you are interested, please contact Nico at the email below.  
 
Important Dates: 
 
-Empty Bazaar Loft Sat, Oct 19    9 AM – 3 PM 
 
-Sorting Sunday Sun, Oct 20   11 AM (after Church)  
 
-Bazaar  Sat, Oct 26     9 AM – 1 PM 
 
Donations: 

● We are now accepting donations of items for the sale. 
● For any large items (such as furniture), please wait until 2 weeks before 

the bazaar. Storage space is limited. 
● Drop off your donations at the Side (North) Door, on the bench just inside the 

door / top of the stairs. 
● We are NOT accepting these items: 

- Sofa beds / Mattresses 
- CRT Televisions or Computers 
- Microwaves 
- Text Books, magazines, or Readers’ Digests 
- Sports equipment 
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- Curtains or drapes 
- Unsellable Items 

                
Volunteers Needed! 

● Volunteer Signup Sheet is on the Bazaar table in the Narthex 
● Contact the Church Office at 613-722-9250  
● A great way for High School students to get their volunteer hours 
● Suggestions welcome on how to attract new volunteers 

 
Get the word out! 

● Tell your family / friends / neighbors 
● Posters are available on the Bazaar table in Narthex / the Church Office 

 
For additional information / questions: 
Bazaar Director - Nico Vanderkraay (bazaar.director@woodroffeunited.org) 
The Church Office - 613-722-9250 

 

 
 
WUC presents a “Messy Church”- like Event: Prepare for the ADVENTure! 

The ‘Messy Church’ folks are back with another ‘Messy Church’-like event: Prepare for the 
ADVENTure! Come join us as we explore Advent. 

The ADVENTure will take place on Saturday, November 16, 
2019 from 4:00 to 6:00, in the Banquet Hall. There will be 
crafts, music, fellowship followed by a meal (and maybe 
cookies). Hamlette and Moorice may even make an 
appearance!  

This is a free all age’s event: children, parents, and 
grandparents are welcome!  

A ‘Messy Church’ like event, is an event offering elements of 
church in a non-traditional manner and time. Today’s family 
life is busy and many do not have the time to attend the 
traditional structured Sunday church service. Messy Church 
is one way to bring families from Woodroffe United Church 
and the community at large together to learn about faith and 
grow as disciples of Jesus, in an environment that 
encourages learning for children and adults together. There 
is a time of celebration and fellowship, as well as activities 
followed by a shared meal.                         
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Come and join us – bring your friends, family, and your neighbours and help WUC continue 
to move our vision forward.   

If you would like to help with the event or if you would like more information, please speak 
to Gregg Smith, greggorysmith@hotmail.com, or Deb Lester, Deborah.k.lester@gmail.com.    

 
 
UCW Frozen Foods Sale                                                Submitted by Joan Conrod  
 

Four years ago, Jeanette Montgomery, then president of the UCW, approached the members 

of Jubilee and Renaissance, the two active UCW units, with the idea of preparing food that 

could be frozen in meal-size quantities and sold to the congregation of Woodroffe United.  

The UCW supported the idea wholeheartedly. 

To make this work, the kitchen must be available on a Friday, and the Banquet Hall 

available the following Sunday.  Jeanette has the recipes, and she purchases the necessary 

food and containers, with the help of Lynne (treasurer) and Joan.  On Friday morning, 

workers gather in the kitchen to chop, simmer, saute, whatever is necessary.  By early 

afternoon, such appetizing dishes as Cottage Pie, squash soup, Butter Chicken and apple or 

rhubarb crumble are ready to be frozen in small containers. 

Participants who cannot come to help on Friday often prepare food at home, delicious 

offerings such as chilli and baked beans. 

On Sunday, after the church service, the sale begins, and those who arrive first get the best 

choice.  in the end, there is nothing left. 

Sincere thanks to Jeanette and all the workers.  This year we especially thank Sandi Bain for 

the demo on the advantages of using an ``ìnstant pot`` for speed and economy in making 

Butter Chicken. 

Are there any other suggestions our readers may have, or any simple, effective and speedy 

recipes they can suggest for the future? 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:greggorysmith@hotmail.com
mailto:Deborah.k.lester@gmail.com
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You Can Call Us the “4F CLUB” 
           Submitted by the Membership Relations Committee 

 
The Membership Relations Committee is often referred to as the “MRC,” but the longer a 
person serves on the Committee, the more convinced you become that the name should be 
changed to the “4F Club.”   
 
So what do the four F’s stand for?.... 
 
Faith.  We are a group that focuses on the members of our faith community.  We do our 
best to welcome newcomers, to offer a warm greeting to all who join us for worship on 
Sunday morning and to provide spiritual support to all amongst us on our faith journey. 
 
Fellowship.  We are like a family here at Woodroffe.  And just as within a family, we have 
each other’s backs.  We share news and laughter at coffee hour.  And we are ready to lend 
an ear or a shoulder to cry on when pastoral care and support are needed.  We are here for 
each other. 
 
Fun.  This Committee tries to put a smile on people’s faces whenever it can.  We do our best 
to do this at events such as the New Members’ Breakfasts,  Craft Nights at Christmastime or 
at the annual summer barbecue. (And let’s face it: Carol’s 
announcements are pretty fun, too!) 
 
Food.  You can’t deny it: We eat very well here at Woodroffe!  
Shortbread cookies at Christmastime; Welcome Back Lunches 
in September; Spring Luncheons in April/May and hotdogs and 
hamburgers fresh off the BBQ in June.  We just hosted our most 
recent Welcome Back Luncheon on September 8th and what a 
wonderful success that was!  We served up chicken a la king, 
rolls, salad and a smorgasbord of desserts that would be the 
envy of any top notch eatery in town. With more than 80 
people in attendance, the energy in the Banquet Hall was high 
and the laughter was contagious. 
 
 
We are all proud to be members of the Woodroffe United Church family and to be able to 
contribute to the life and work of the church. 
 
– Carol, Erin, Diana, John, Joan, Cathy and Bryan 
Your Membership Relations Committee 
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Multifaith Housing Initiative (MHI)               Submitted by Sue Smarkala 

 

MHI is “an ecumenical enterprise helping people achieve greater stability and financial 

security through safe, affordable and secure rental housing.” It is made up of many faiths – 

Baha’i, Christian, Hindu, Jewish, Muslim and Unitarian faith communities as well as faith-

based organizations. There are also supporters from across the city both within and 

outside faith traditions. Faith groups pay an annual membership fee of $100 to be a part of 

MHI. Woodroffe United became a member of the MHI in 2016. 

● Over 10,000 households are on the waiting list for affordable housing. 

● Average wait time is 7-10 years. 

● 40% of these families (many single parent) must make hard choices between rent 

and food. 

In 2016, a huge challenge was undertaken by MHI to create 98 housing units in Barrhaven. 

Ottawa Presbytery contributed $100,000 - WUC contributed $1,000 to that effort. MHI now 

manages 139 affordable housing units. They pay particular attention to “…encouraging 

harmonious relations amongst tenants of diverse backgrounds…”. As such, they are a much 

sought after partner in developing affordable housing in Ottawa. 

At the inaugural June Annual General Meeting of the new Eastern Ottawa Outaouais 

Regional Council - EOORC (replacing the Ottawa Presbytery), I was approved to be the 

United Church representative on the MHI Board.  

Veterans House (VH): After many years of planning and negotiating, on September 3rd, MHI 

put ‘shovels in ground’ for VH, in the east end of Ottawa. It is being built on land previously 

occupied by CFB Rockcliffe air base. VH will be a 40-unit facility to provide housing to any 

veteran who is ‘living rough’ on the streets of Ottawa. It will offer all necessary support to 

help people overcome mental, emotional and physical traumas that affect their ability to 

live in the community.  

There is a United Church initiative to make quilts (lap, twin bed sized) and prayer shawls 

for the veterans who come to live at VH. You will see and hear more about this initiative 

around Woodroffe. Perhaps we can create a special interest group to work together to 

create quilts and shawls for our veterans. 

I hope to bring you regular information about this very worthwhile organization and its 

valuable work. I encourage you to participate in its work. 
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The Church Being the Church  
           Submitted by George Neville 

 
When reading Tom Harpur's 1992 book entitled "GOD HELP US'(McClelland & Stewart Inc., 
Toronto, 1992) I was stuck by how much of it resonates with contemporary concerns. 
Harpur continues to speak to us through the decades.  We are not alone! 
 
   †  Professional Faith  † 
 
On my first day as a freshman in seminary, I met another student who told me his name, 
asked for mine, and then immediately queried, “Was your father a clergyman?’’  When I 
replied in the negative, he demanded, “Then what the hell are you doing in here?”  
 
   I was somewhat taken aback.  It had never occurred to me that being an Anglican priest 
might be a hereditary affair.  Pursuing the matter, I discovered that the only reason he was 
there was because his father had been there before him. 
 
   It seems that one day, during the Great Depression, his father had been walking the 
streets of Toronto looking for a job.  Happening to pass one of the city’s two Anglican 
theological colleges, he saw a sign in the window:  “Wanted, Men For Ministry.”  He went in 
and never looked back. 
    
   Obviously, as well as thankfully, this does not describe the motivation of the majority who 
are ministers, priests, or pastors today.  But it serves to underscore the undeniable truth 
that not everyone who dons clerical garb or perorates from pulpits has necessarily 
received some kind of divine “call” to this exalted state.  There are those for whom it is just 
a job.  For some, it’s an opportunity to control others, for being centre-stage, for playing 
churchy games complete with “smells and bells.” 
 
   But the real question I want to look at here is whether or not we really need professional 
clerics at all.  Is it time – as the iconoclastic social critic Ivan Illich suggested in a 
monograph some twenty years ago – that we paid our last respects to the “the vanishing 
clergyman”? 
 
  ·  It might come as a surprise, but the idea of a person coming from high school, taking a 
university degree, and then studying for three or more years at a theological college in 
order to be ordained as a professional cleric is comparatively recent.  There were no 
professional clergy in the New Testament era, nor indeed for many centuries afterwards.  
The Church got by almost as long without theological colleges as it did without the 
invention of Sunday School (1780). 
 
  ·  Several studies have shown that the majority of those who enter training to be clergy are 
better able to communicate with their fellow human beings before theological college than 
when they come out!  Theology has given them a language and outlook completely foreign 
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to ordinary folk.  This accounts in part for the great communication gap between pulpit and 
pew (never mind pulpit and street). 
  ·  The reverse side of this is the way clergy are perceived by the rest of society.  They are a 
kind of breed apart.  A third sex.  As professionals at holy things, they are either put up on a 
pedestal or ignored completely. 
  ·  The Scottish evangelist Tom Allen once said he never wore his clerical collar while 
travelling on British trains.  He liked to talk to people and get to know them, but he had 
found that “when a man or woman sees you are a clergyman, they stop being the person 
they really are and try to become the sort of person that they think you think they ought to 
be!” 
  ·  This raises a more serious matter.  The various churches for years have debated the role 
of the laity, the ministry of the laity, “the laity this and the laity that,” without changing the 
situation one jot or tittle.  The truth is that as soon as you have a professional clergy, 
everybody else in the Church (a) feels religiously inferior and (b) subconsciously figures 
that the professional is really “the Church,” and so he or she ought to be left to get on with 
it. 
 
   The result is that, for the most part, for example in the Roman Catholic and Anglican 
churches, you have a highly clericalized system.  The biblical truth that it is the laity (the 
laos, or people of God) who are the true Church is given lip service and little more. 
 
   What I am saying is that the existence of a professional caste of clerics has become a 
major stumbling block to the Church really being the Church in and for the world. 
 
   To suggest that this caste should vanish is not a very palatable concept for institutions 
deeply concerned about their survival.  Yet, paradoxically, it might be the only way survival 
can be ensured – a case of losing one’s life to find it. 
 
   Of course, there is a need for leadership in the churches, and I’m not arguing against 
scholarly training in theology.  But this is far from the kind of morphological (structural) 
fundamentalism now at work in denominations that, ironically, abhor Bible 
fundamentalism like the plague. 
 
  The best solution would be worker or secular clergy – people who support themselves by 
other jobs or professions.  Failing that, the next best thing would be for all professional 
clerics to be given a five-year leave of absence as of now.  This would give the faithful a 
chance to find that they, and not the ministerial hierarchy, really are the Church.  
 
[May it be so, Amen] 
 

Editor's Note: Tom Harpur was a Canadian biblical scholar, columnist, and broadcaster. An 

ordained Anglican priest, he was a proponent of the Christ myth theory, the idea that Jesus 

did not exist, but is a fictional or mythological figure. (Wikipedia) 
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Faith                     Submitted by Sharron J. McGuirl  
 
I lay and watched the clouds gather  
The sky became darker  
As they covered the brilliant blue  
And it seemed as if the sun had been blotted out  
 
Then, suddenly, there was a break in the grey  
And there, as if to cheer the earth 
And to remind it that, in truth, 
The sun had not gone— 
A bright ray of light  waned its way through. 
 
Then I thought to myself 
Surely this was a sign that 
Like the sun behind the clouds  
God’s love is never blotted out  
But is always there 
Just waiting, patiently waiting 
And will, in certainty, always be there  
To warm us with His presence 

 

 
 

NEW MEMBERS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME! 
              Submitted by Carol Cochrane, Chair, MRC 
 

Are you a new face in the congregation, having moved here from out of town or from 
another area of town?  Or have you recently decided to give Woodroffe a try to see if we are 
a good “fit”?  Whatever the case may be, we hope you have felt welcomed amongst us.   
 
If you are interested in becoming a member of Woodroffe United Church (be it by 
affirmation of faith or by transfer from another congregation), we would be delighted to 
hear from you.  New members are formally received into the congregation each fall and 
spring.  If you are interested in joining or if you would like to learn more, please contact 
me: judgecarol@hotmail.com or by phone at 613-792-1121. 

 

 
 

 

 

mailto:judgecarol@hotmail.com
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Strawberry Social 2019    

      Submitted by Suzanne Israel, Chair Stewardship 
 

In early July, when the berries were ripe, we hosted the annual Strawberry Social.   It was 

very well attended.  People enjoyed the meal as well as the fellowship.  We made 

approximately $1,400.00.  Thanks to all who helped out. 

 
 

Communion by Intinction             Submitted by Deb Lester 

As we come back from vacation and the Worship Committee starts to think about 

Communion, I thought you might like to be reminded about communion by intinction and 

why WUC has moved in this direction. 

At the outset of this new church year, our Congregation will next celebrate communion 

on October 7 - World Communion Sunday. This seems like an opportune moment to speak 

to ‘communion by intinction’ – an age-old Christian tradition we have been following since 

early 2016. 

The history for communion by intinction is that this type of communion was used for 

almost 1900 years, but in the late 1800s a Baptist church in the States offered communion 

served in individual cups in the pews.  It did not catch on very well.  By the early 1900s 

more churches were offering communion in the pews.   

The Worship Committee decided to move to ‘communion by intinction’ for a number of  

reasons. A fundamental factor was the sheer challenge of finding enough volunteers to 

prepare, serve and clean-up after communion served to congregants in the pews.  Between 

the preparation of the elements on a Saturday, the serving to all, from heavy plates in a 

large sanctuary and the clean-up of all the serving dishes and glasses, a team of some 

twenty people could be required.  Finding these numbers had become almost impossible.   

As a result, Worship decided to return to a communion service that had long been practiced 

in the United Church - as in many other faith communities. 

Some concerns have since been raised with the committee and we have considered them 

carefully.  Gluten-free rice crackers are now provided separate from the bread in a glass 

bowl. The pieces of bread are being cut a little larger so there is less chance of fingers 

dipping into the wine. We try to spread the bread more widely in the baskets rather than 

piled the way the bread cubes were on the silver plates and we are also mindful of 

environmental stewardship. 
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Financial Picture as of August, 2019  

              Submitted by Joe Smarkala, Treasurer 

 

 
 January - August 

2019 
January - August 2018 

Income   
 - Envelope Givings $110,223 $108,783 
 - Fundraising 8,690 8,091 

 - Use of Building 91,569 86.345 
 - Other 18,827 11,376 
Total Income $229,309 $214,595 
   
Expenses   

  - Personnel $175,730 $163,956 
  - Building 47,463 48,729 
  - Other 44,117 30,341 
Total Expenses $267,310 $243,026 

   
Operational 
Deficit 

$38,001 $28,431 

   
M&S Givings $18,035 $19,089 
   
Outreach Givings $18,535 $17,310 
   

Available Funds $175,410 $166,829 
 
 
You can see that at the end of August, 2019 we had an Operational Deficit of $38,001 while 
last year at this time our deficit was $28,431.  Note, this year our payments to Regional 
Council were made earlier than last year by $8,000 so the deficit for this year is roughly the 
same as last year.  This size of deficit is normal for this time of year.  With the Bazaar and 
Christmas season givings still to come, most of this deficit should be eliminated.  Last year, 
the $28,431 deficit was reduced to around $2,000 so hopefully, this year we should have a 
similar result.                                                                                               

You can see that Total Income at the end of August is about $15,000 more than last year.  
Givings are about the same as last year and there are increases in Fundraising and Use of 
Building income.  In fact, the Use of Building income is close to what we get from the 
congregation! The Treasurer thanks you for your continued financial support of our church. 

 
Total Expenses for August 2019 are $24,000 more than August 2018.  Personnel expenses 
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are up by $12,000 due to Salary increases and increased cost for support staff (cleaning, 
minister supply).   
 
Your contributions to the Mission & Service fund and the Outreach Fund  were similar to 
your giving in 2018.  
 
Not included in the expenses are capital costs for building improvements.  This year about 
$41,000 has been spent on the parking lot paving and the new sheds outside.  Because of 
bequests totaling over $62,000 received so far in 2019 and moneys received in the Building 
Renewal Fund, our cash balance situation has grown from $166,829 in 2018 to $175,410.   
 
Thank you again for all your continued support 
 

 
 

MS Society Bike Ride         Submitted by Maddy Borys 
 

Thank you all so much for all your generous donations towards my MS Society bake sale 

this year! The 130 km bike ride went really well; the weather was a bit rough but everyone 

pushed through including my 86 year old grandpa. This year our team, Al’s Angels, raised 

over $13,878! Our team has now raised over $100,000 for research and support for those 

living with MS. Your generosity means so much! Thank you.  
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Your Revitalization Team Update    Submitted by Sue Smarkala 
 

The R-team is reconvening shortly for another year of conversation about Woodroffe 

United and ways to move forward into the 21st century.  

One of our first steps is to report back to Council with our recommendations for amending 

the WUC governance structure which is deemed by all concerned to be too cumbersome to 

continue ‘as is’.  More on this once a decision is taken. 

We all see our church family as a vital part of our lives. The challenge we face is 

determining ways to maintain our church family, given the reality that attendance and 

contributions make status quo challenging. 

Last year, we identified a new call for our congregation and strategies to achieve it, defined 

through a number of congregational workshops: 

CALL 

Prepare Ourselves to be Disciples of Christ  

Share the Good News in our Communities 

STRATEGIES 

Learn about Jesus and the Good News  

Intentionally find situations to be disciples  

As disciples, help develop a more loving neighbourhood 

At the R-team September meeting, we will talk about next steps. As you look at our call/ 

strategies, community involvement is prominent. Perhaps that is an area for new and/or 

enhanced ideas for 2019-2020. 

What do you think? Where does your personal interest lie? What is a next step for your 

Woodroffe United Church? How can you participate? 
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WiFi Comes to the Lower Hall… and Elsewhere   
              Submitted by Jamie Hockin  

 
If you have been in the Volunteer Office lately, you will have noticed this: 

 
Last year, Kathryn was having difficulty keeping a WiFi connection on her office computer 
and it was very difficult to get an internet connection in many parts of the Church. The 
problem was with the aging hodge-podge of hardware used to connect Church computers, 
the projection system and the sound system in the sanctuary. The Admin and Finance 
Committee provided funds to replace the network hardware. This upgrade, done over the 
last six months,  provides Church staff, volunteers and visitors with reliable access to the 
internet. The last component was installed in September, bringing WiFi to Scout Hall and 
the Lower Hall. For now, access is open to anyone on the guest network (connect your 
phone to Woody-Guest, password is Hebrews10), but only staff and a few volunteers have 
access to the secure office network and the printer. Over the next few months, the last piece 
of old hardware will be removed and the placement of some new pieces will be optimized. 
 

 

 

Senior Choir       Submitted by Katarina Jovic 
 
The Senior choir is back to its choir loft!  We are always keen to welcome new members.  
Maybe you are not sure about singing every Sunday morning, but might like start by joining 
us for a particular event like the Christmas concerts  or the Advent season. This year we are 
preparing John Rutter’s “Magnificat” to be performed with the choirs of St. John the 
Evangelist, and Kanata United as well as the Strings of St John’s Chamber Orchestra at 2 pm 
Dec 1, 2019 at Woodroffe, and 2pm Dec 8, 2019 at St John.  We will also sing carols old and 
new, and enjoy a great time of fellowship with other choristers and musicians,  and it is a 
wonderful experience to sing with the Strings.  We will begin to rehearse Christmas 
repertoire between 7:00 – 8:00 pm on Thursdays starting on Sept 19.  Reading music or 
previous experience is not required – if you like to sing and can carry a tune, perhaps this 
fall is time to try us out.  Talk to Katarina or any of the choir members if you would like 
more information and let’s make some Joyful Noise! 
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WUC Upcoming Events: 
 
 
September 29:  Pet Blessing 
 
October 19:  Empty Bazaar Loft (9am - 3pm) 
 
October 20:   Sorting Sunday 
 
October 26:  Bazaar  (9 am - 1pm) 
 
November 3:  A String Quartet from the Divertimento Orchestra will enhance our service  
 
November 10:  Remembrance Day Sunday, guest musician Bruno Jean (trumpet) 
 
November 16:  Messy Church 4-6 pm, Banquet Hall 
 
December 1:  Concert at 2:00 pm - Choirs of WUC, St. John the Evangelist, and Kanata 
United as well as the Strings of St John’s Chamber Orchestra at Woodroffe United Church 
 
December 8:    Christmas Pageant 
 
December 8:  Concert at 2:00 pm - Choirs of WUC, St. John the Evangelist, and Kanata 
United as well as the Strings of St John’s Chamber Orchestra at St John  
 
December 15:  Lessons and Carols, guest musician Valeriy Nehovora (percussion) 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

  

The next Uniter will be published in December 2019. 
 

Thank-you to everyone who submitted items for the Fall edition! 
 

 Kim, Lexie, Shelley and Madelyne  


