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Circle of Love

Is There Room In The Inn?
Jesus was
born in a
stable because there
was no room
for Mary and Joseph in the
inn. The call for a census
had overcrowded the little
town of Bethlehem and
these late travelers could
find no place to deliver their
baby. The innkeeper offered them space in his stable. There, among the animals, Mary gave birth to
Jesus. There was no room
in the inn.

Message from Jan Lougheed

Is there room in your inn?
What place does Jesus
have in your life today? Our
lives are filled with many
things: jobs, family functions, children and their activities, gardening, tidying
house, social events. We
even have to structure our
leisure and place our relaxation time on our calendars!?
In the midst of the blinding
pace at this time of year,
may we be aware of the
Spirit’s presence.
May we find room in the
inn.

Advent—A Season of Life

This Advent season, may
we take the time to recognize Jesus in the ordinary
places of life: in the people
we meet, the places we
travel, those we love and
reach out to with a gentle
touch, the stranger we welcome with a smile. The
presence of Jesus is with us
and among us. We simply
need to take time to open
the door to the busy and
crowded inn and greet one
another in the Spirit of the
Christ. May we make room
in our hearts and lives to
receive Jesus.

Message from Brian Copeland

It is good dear God, to be
part of this family: circle of
love, place of rest, bastion
of peace.
When every other source of
comfort fails, this is where I
return. Thank you for being
in our midst.

As life gets busier, sometimes we forget the simple
things like THANKS!
To Brenda Hodgins for a job
well done as the past editor
of the WUC Uniter Newsletter.
AND
“The Friends of the Family”
for their latest project – new
cushions for us all to use in
the Sanctuary.

Life is so full of waiting. We wait in lines at every store, bank, and office. We wait for a letter to
come, a cheque to arrive, or a phone call to be answered. I flew to North Carolina recently and a
mere 2 hours of total flying time with a change in Toronto took 8 hours of waiting to get checked
in, getting through security, waiting to change planes, and clear customs. Wait, wait, and wait.

AND
Bazaar Table Conveners,
Coordinators and Volunteers
led by Dave and Kateri,
Bruce and Marlene.

Advent is such a season of life. We wait with all of creation for the coming of the Messiah, the
One anointed of God. We wait for a change of heart to take place which will transform the world
of war and conflict to a place of lasting peace. We wait for good news to blossom in a desert of
despair. We wait for angel choirs. We wait for God’s saving act. We wait for a child to be born.

AND
The ‘quiet’ volunteers who
make life at the church go
smoothly without any fuss or
fanfare!

We know what it’s like to wait. This is not new territory for our souls’ desire. We sing our favorite
hymns, we eat our favorite foods, and we decorate our favorite tree. All as we wait for God’s
main act to appear on the world’s stage: a child who shall be called, ‘Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.’ (Is. 9:6)
May this season of waiting for God’s good news to be born create in you the gift of patience and
expectation. May you be blessed with the hope of a life and world transformed by the birth of a
baby in Bethlehem. And may your time of waiting bear fruit in your hearts and minds and souls
as we rejoice in God’s great gift.

The WUC Uniter is published
three times a year
-November, February and May.
Please send your
articles to dklester@rogers.com or leave them
in the United Box # 46.
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HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!
Vija &Rolf Kluchert – October 30
Deb & Wayne Lester – December 23

UPCOMING 60TH
ANNIVERSARY PROJECT
FOR 2008 Jan Lougheed
The ‘fundraising committee’ is
about to launch their latest
vision. You will be invited to
sponsor a church quilt by
buying a quilt block and
having a name embroidered
on it. Names could be
submitted of family members,
extended family members,
friends, loved ones living or
deceased. We are hoping to
have 900 quilt blocks, each 5
inches square, as well as
space for Christian symbols.
Each name on a block will be
available for $50 (that is just a
loonie a week over the next 10
months). The finished quilt
will be permanently hung in
the Banquet Hall. More
information will follow in the
weekly church bulletin about
this project which will give us
a head start on the financial
challenges for the next 60
years. Watch for further
details.
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Over the years we have
had some very interesting
stories behind some of the
purchases made from Second Hand Rose at the
Woodroffe Bazaar, here are
some of them:
An ESL teacher brought in
some of her students to
shop for low-cost winter
coats as this was their first
winter in Canada and we
managed to find them all a
suitable coat (where else
could you get a winter coat
for $12).
A man was shopping for
summer clothing for his family in Guyana and got several bagfuls (at the low cost
of $1 per bag – what a bargain).
Two women purchased
armloads of dresses to send
to their friends and relations
in Trinidad.
A Somali woman comes to
Second Hand Rose every
year to shop for her extended family both here and
in Somalia.
A Canadian who regularly
goes to Cuba purchased all
our remaining shorts, Tshirts

Jeanette Montgomery
and sandals to give away to
needy Cubans (who needs
shorts and sandals in Ottawa in November?).
One woman purchased all
our remaining flannelette
items to send to Cuba where
they recycle the fabric.
A couple who run a charity
took a lot of clothing for
Pakistani earthquake victims.
Someone who runs a rehabilitation workshop for exoffenders purchased ties
and other items for them to
wear for job interviews.
Teens enjoyed trying on
and purchasing some retro
evening gowns (great for a
funky party or their Grad
prom).
Many customers looked for
items for Halloween parties
or musical productions or
plays.
Remaining winter clothing
(sweaters and coats) was
sent to Outreach as needed.
Most of the left-over clothing was sent to Shepherds
of Good Hope or the Salvation Army.

96th Ottawa Venturers

Peter Morrison

This Fall, the Venturers enjoyed nature's colours at a canoe
camp at Lac La Pêche in Gatineau Park. We've also been at
the Laflèche Caves in Val-des-Monts, and, the last weekend in
October, we helped to run a regional Scout camp, held on
Charleston Lake near Brockville. Orienteering and GPS geocaching events were on the agenda for this camp, as more
than 50 area Scouts descended on Camp Traill.
On Friday evening, the Venturers pre-programmed all the
waypoints into the GPS units and ran through the woods, placing the markers, then took small groups of Scouts around the
course on Saturday, showing them how to navigate using the
GPS. Saturday evening concluded with a rousing campfire,
and Sunday saw an outdoor service at the chapel by the lake,
an orienteering course, and some free time to explore the rope
bridge and other points of interest.

New Books in the
Church Library
Don Mutch
158.12BRE Breathnach,
Sarah - Simple Abundance:
a Daybook of Comfort and
Joy. 1995; Positive devotional readings for each day
of the year.
242MOO Moon, Sharon Returning to the Healing
Oasis. 2006; More meditations for mind, body and
spirit. The book is accompanied by a CD of related
songs.

242TAY Taylor, James;
An Everyday God; Insights from the Ordinary.2005; Meditations
and readings for personal
devotions or to use in the
worship section of a
church meeting.

KIDS IN CHURCH
3 year old Reese: “Our
Father, Who does art in
heaven, Harold is His name.
Amen”
A Sunday school teacher
asked her children as they
were on the way to church
service: “And why is it necessary to be quiet in
church?” One bright little girl
replied, “Because people
are sleeping.”
Sue Smarkala

Don’t let your worries get
the best of you, remember Moses started out as
a basket case!
Advent 2006

Pre-Authorized Remittance Program (PAR) Joe Smarkala
This year, we introduced
the United Church’s Pre
Authorized Remittance
(PAR) program here at
Woodroffe. Prior to the
start of our Stewardship
campaign (mid – October),
we had 23 members who
had signed up. As of this
writing, 6 additional members have signed up, thank
you very much. As we approach this year’s Pledge
Sunday, we urge you to
consider signing up for this
program.
PAR is similar to you having
your bills like electricity or
hydro, paid by automatic
withdrawals from your bank
account. That’s what PAR
is. Rather than you contributing directly using church
envelopes, you direct us to
withdraw your monthly offer-

ing directly from your bank
account.
This means you don’t have
to worry about whether
you’re up-to-date on your
commitment to the church,
you don’t have to use as
many cheques or go to the
bank to get money to put in
envelopes. It means
you don’t have to keep
track of your commitments when you’re
away like many of us
during summer holidays. It ensures that
your pledged commitments to the church are
fulfilled.
It helps the church out in
that it ensures we have
funds available during slow
periods like summer time to
pay our bills. It also means
less manual processing of

Creatures Great and Small
Have you seen any wooly
bears this fall?
No, I don't mean the kind
that frightened Goldilocks, or
the teddy bears that live in
your bedroom. I'm talking
about those adorable furry
caterpillars that march so
purposefully across sidewalks and driveways on
warm fall days, their bristly
little bodies rippling in the
sun.
Wooly bears are about 5
cm long in the fall (about the
size of an AAA battery).
They are the caterpillars of a
tiger moth known to scientists as Isia isabella. Unlike
many caterpillars that spend
the winter as pupae, wooly
bears actually hibernate in
some protected spot on the
ground, maybe under a log
or a boulder. They curl up
into a little ball and wait for
spring.
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church envelopes on Sunday. So we both win.
P.S. As you might have
heard, Rev. Brian Copeland
has graciously donated a
round of golf next spring to
one of you who join the program during this Stewardship
period. He’s even
thrown in some additional side benefits as
well (lunch, golf balls,
possibly a trip to Hawaii). So why don’t
you join the program
either now or in January
2007. During Pledge Sunday, I’ll be around to help you
with any questions you have
on joining the program.
You’ll need to fill an authorization card and bring in a
voided cheque. Hope to see
you soon!

Kringen Henein

Although wooly bears come
in a range of colours from
pale golden to black, I like
the striped ones best.
Striped wooly bears are
black on the two ends and
reddish brown in the middle.
Some people believe that
you can tell how cold the
winter is going to be from
the width of the reddish
band. If it is narrow, they
say it will be a harsh winter.
If it is wide, a milder winter is
in store.
Does this work? Actually,
no; it turns out the wooly
bear is not a very good
weather prophet. The relative amounts of red and
black are more likely
related to how warm
and wet it was during
the caterpillar's early
life, but when we see
them in their fur coats
in the fall, it's fun to
think they know something
we don't.

In the spring, the wooly
bears come out of hibernation and feed on grasses
and weeds for a while; then
they spin a silk cocoon.
Inside the cocoon, the caterpillar is transformed into the
lovely Isabella moth, white
with black spots on its wings.
The moths mate and lay
eggs that will hatch into new
wooly bears in the summer
so the cycle can begin
again.
So watch for wooly bears in
your neighbourhood, and
rejoice when you see one,
even if the red band is narrow. They are among God's
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DON’T MISS
“DECK THE
HALLS”
On December 3rd @ 4:00
then @ 5:30 our

followed by the Carol Sing
@ 7:00

Wednesday Sewing
Group
Fran McKean
The Bazaar is over and we
did quite well. Now we are
preparing for the UCW
Christmas potluck dinner.
We will have a table of
sewing items at that and a
second chance to buy our
beautiful quilt.
We will also be working on
our Procedure Dolls for the
Children’s Hospital. We
invite ladies to bring their
thimbles and join us
Wednesday a.m. in Room 23
(upstairs). Please call Fran
McKean for further
information 613-596-1221.

Pause for Thought…
Isn’t it a bit unnerving that
doctors call what they do
“Practice”
most beautiful creatures.
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Woodroffe’s Face to Face Experience Judy Chaplin and
Sue Smarkala
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Bazaar Mysteries (for the
Nancy Drew in all of us)
The Case of the Redwork
Quilt
Shirley Hockin
There were two beautiful
quilts in the silent auction at
this year’s bazaar. One was a
modern creation by Diana
Baird, based on a traditional
design. The other arrived with
no indication of its age, origin
or maker. The quilt is done in
redwork, a technique where
blocks are embroidered in red
thread before being
assembled. Redwork was
popular in the 1920s and
1930s but has recently
enjoyed a resurgence. The
quilt that was in the silent
auction features traditional
themes—nursery rhymes,
animals, farm scenes—as well
as the flags of South Africa,
New Zealand and Australia.

There is only one word to
sum up Lei Garcia's recent
visit to Woodroffe United
Church… amazing!! What a
woman and how very fortunate we are to have had her
here at Woodroffe.

Scout group, who meet here
at WUC. Lei taught them
how to make the origami
storks of peace that were
scattered around her
‘installation’ art on the sanctuary floor.

Lei Garcia has packed a lot
of living and sharing into her
33 years of life. As a musician, artist, social activist
and Christian with an interest in ecumenical issues, Lei
has shared with many people her talents and pleas for
a world built on a solid foundation of justice and peace.
Lei has participated in various meetings/musical performances in Japan, Korea,
Thailand, Germany, USA
and now Canada.

Those of us fortunate
enough to attend the Adult
Retreat Weekend had the
opportunity to learn more
about her central message the political killings in The
Philippines….21 members
of the United Church of
Christ have been killed since
2001; 750 killings in the past
five years.

While in Ottawa, for two
weeks, Lei's program included meeting United
Church people in the Ottawa, Renfrew and Seaway
Valley Presbyteries. She
met with students at Carleton University and at
Queen's Theological College. As she spoke her message of hope, and sang, she
mesmerized the 96th Ottawa

The congregation presented
Lei with a quilt to symbolize
Lei’s visit to Canada, to Ottawa and to Woodroffe.
Now at home, she writes:
The quilt given to me by
Woodroffe is now beautifully
hung in my office! Everyone
who sees it says.... WOW!!!
VERY BEAUTIFUL!!! So I
proudly say, that was given
to me by Woodroffe United
Church!
A letter/letters to Canadian
MPs, expressing our con-

Friends of the Family

cern about the killings in The
Philippines and supporting
the call for a UN investigation into the killings, is being
prepared and you are encouraged to sign the letter(s)
in the banquet hall on Sunday, Nov. 12 and 19.
Poem from Lei, at home in
Manila:
Unlike Canada, Philippines
have three seasons only –
dry, wet, and elections!
Seriously, I have only experienced fall when I went to
the United States in 2004.
The foliage is AWESOME!
It actually made me cry
when I first saw it. It was
such a beauty so I wrote a
poem about it (I think I
shared this during the retreat). I would like to share
it with you now…
Autumn Leaves
The wind invited you
to celebrate
the rising of the sun
so in four colors you danced
yellow, orange
red and brown

Willie Curd and June Smith

If you can solve the mystery
of the provenance of this quilt,
please contact Shirley Hockin.

In 1990 it became evident that a committee should be formed to cater light refreshments at
receptions after funerals held in the church. Under Joan McLeod’s leadership and with a core
group of volunteers, the project got underway. Since Joan retired, Ruth Cooper has carried on
as coordinator and 85 receptions have been held in the Banquet Hall or Friendship room since
its inception.
Recently a brochure has been printed indicating our costs for receptions: Coffee, Tea, Sandwiches and Sweets - $5.00 per person; Coffee, Tea and Sweets - $3.00 per person. Contact
Ruth Cooper 613-592-9263 or Willie Curd 613-725-1802. Brochures are available in the church
office.

Sign on Door:

The generosity of the families of the deceased has made it possible to fill many “needs” within
the church:

Door bell broken. Please
knock loudly to activate dog!
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Artificial Christmas tree lights
Hymn books
Choir gowns
Carpet and blinds for Rev Lougheed’s office
Donations to the stained glass window and to the sound system
Kitchen supplies.

Need a Ride
to Church?
Give us a call
613-722-9250
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Financial Picture at Woodroffe

Joe Smarkala

Here’s how we stand as of
October 31, 2006, (numbers

you very much for your great
support so far in 2006.

rounded to thousands) . The
Income & Expense Chart
shows our financial operating situation. Our income is
about $22,000 more than
last year with envelope givings making up most of this
increase ($15,000). Thank

Our expenses are up over
last year by about $8,000,
mostly due to salary increases in 2006.
Overall, our deficit as of
October is about $11,000
compared to $26,000 last

INCOME & EXPENSE
CHART

October 2007 YTD

year. At year end last year
our deficit was about $19,000,
so our estimate for this year’s
year end deficit is about
$5,500, so we’re again much
better than last year. However it still is a deficit which
we’re very concerned about.
Let’s look at our designated
fund situation.

Budgeted 2007 YTD

October 2006
YTD

Income
- Envelopes
- Fund Raising
- Use of Building
- Other

$204,000
32,000
27,000
11,000

$215,000
26,000
29,000
8,000

$189,000
31,000
25,000
7,000

Total Income

$274,000

$278,000

$252,000

Expenses
- Personnel
- Property
- Other
Total Expenses
Deficit

$216,000
41,000
29,000
$286,000
($11,000)

$219,000
64,000
37,000
$320,000
($42,000)

$210,000
34,000
34,000
$278,000
($26,000)

The Fund Chart shows the
status of our designated
funds. You can see that
over $21,000 was given to
the Roof and Repair fund so
far this year, thank you very
much, it was needed to pay
for our roof repairs as well
as other projects done this
year. Again, you’ve contributed very well to our Outreach and Mission & Service
funds as well.
Now how’s our money
situation.
As of October 31, 2006, we
have two GIC’s totaling
$71,347, and have about
$50,000 in cash in our bank
account. That’s a total of
about $121,000. Now of
that total, as you can see
that from the designated
fund chart that $75,000 is
dedicated to those funds, so
in effect we have about
$46,000 left to look after our

FUND
CHART

Opening
Bal 2006

Revenue

Disbursed

Current
Balance

Roof & Repair

$3,000

$21,000

$18,000

$6,000

Memorial

14,000

4,000

2,000

16,000

Music & Concert

13,000

4,000

1,000

16,000

Outreach

18,000

26,000

13,000

31,000

0

32,000

28,000

4,000

Other

1,000

2,000

1,000

2,000

Total

$49,000

$89,000

$63,000

$75,000

Mission Ser-

day to day finances, it’s not
very much. Over the last
five years, the accumulated
deficits total about $50,000.
If this continues, we have a
major problem.
We need your help. As we
approach Pledge Sunday,
November 19 th, , please do
what you can to help make
Woodroffe a strong and
healthy place.

Woodroffe United Church
613-722-9250
www.woodroffeunited.org

You Know You are Living
in 2006 When
...you accidentally enter your
password on the microwave,
...you haven’t played solitaire
with real cards in years,
...you have a list of 15
telephone numbers to reach
your family of 3,
...you e-mail the person who
works at the desk next to you,
...every commercial on
television has a web site at the
bottom of the screen,
...you get up in the morning
and go on line before getting
your coffee,
...you pull up in your own
driveway and use your cell
phone to see if anyone is
home to help you carry in the
groceries,
...leaving the house without
your cell phone, which you
didn’t have the first 20 or 30 or
60 years of your life, is now
cause for panic and you turn
around and go back for it.

A Word To The Wise!!!
Before you sign a contract for
home renovations, ALWAYS
check out the contractor with the
Better Business Bureau. Better
to be Safe than Sorry!
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Reporters
Wanted!
Read a good article in the
Observer that you would like to
share?
See a story taking place that
we should all know about?
Birthday? Anniversary?
Don’t forget, WUC Uniter is
always on the lookout for news
as it happens! Send to
dklester@rogers.com or leave
your article in box 46 at the
church!

Bazaar Mysteries - for
the Sherlock
Holmes in all
of Us…
Shirley Hockin
One of the many
timepieces at the tool table in
the flea market this year was a
cuckoo clock. An interested
customer asked to see the
workings of the clock, which
were revealed when a small
door on the side was removed.
The sale was made and the
clock bagged for carry- out.
Unfortunately, the clock door
was found on the floor after the
customer had left the lower hall.
If you can solve the mystery of
the identity of the clock
purchaser, please contact
Jamie Hockin, who will be
happy to reunite the door with
the clock.
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Why Do Women Cry?

A little boy asked his mother,
"Why are you crying?"
"Because I'm a woman," she
told him. I don't understand,"
he said. His Mom just hugged
him and said, and you never
will." Later the little boy
asked his father, "Why does
mother seem to cry for no
reason? All women cry for no
reason," was all his dad could
say.
The little boy grew up and
became a man, still wondering why women cry. Finally
he put in a call to God. When
God got on the phone, he
asked, "God, why do women
cry so easily?" God said When I made the woman she
had to be special. I made her
shoulders strong enough to
carry the weight of the world,
yet gentle enough to give

Lillian Chow

comfort.
I gave her an inner strength
to endure childbirth and the
rejection that many times
comes from her children.
I gave her a hardness that
allows her to keep going
when everyone else gives up,
and take care of her family
through sickness and fatigue
without complaining.
I gave her the sensitivity to
love her children under any
and all circumstances, even
when her child has hurt her
very badly.
I gave her strength to carry
her husband through his
faults and fashioned her from
his rib to protect his heart.
I gave her wisdom to know
that a good husband never
hurts his wife, but sometimes

Our Community at Woodroffe

tests her strengths and her
resolve to stand beside him
unfalteringly.
And finally, I gave her a tear
to shed. This is hers exclusively to use whenever it is
needed."
You see my son," said God,
"the beauty of a woman is not
in the clothes she wears, the
figure that she carries, or the
way she combs her hair. The
beauty of a woman must be
seen in her eyes, because
that is the doorway to her
heart - the place where love
resides."
God determines who walks
into your life....it's up to you to
decide who you let walk away,
who you let stay, and who you
refuse to let go."

Sue Smarkala

I am Sue Smarkala – and I will be your Chair of Council for the next 2 years. I am looking forward
to a busy time, building community in all that we do.
Wasn’t the bazaar amazing? So much stuff – every year! Such a mess 7 days before “B-day”.
And on Friday evening, as I walked around at 8pm to do my shopping, everything was in apple pie
order! We have all achieved our PhD’s in sorting!!!
For me, Woodroffe United Church is about community. When I’m away for a week or two, I miss
you all. I feel reconnected when I am back in the building. In a world where scarcity is the norm,
Woodroffe is about abundance to me – connection, love, fun, song, friendship, thought provoking
sermons and discussion, reflection. I could go on and on!
What is community for me? The Bazaar is one aspect of the community that is Woodroffe United
Church. And some of those working are not members or adherents – but friends of Woodroffe just
because they want to contribute to something meaningful! Friends of the Family serve their
Woodroffe community from joyous times through to times of grief. Men’s Dinner, United Church
Women pot-luck dinners, our GST Auction are fun and friendly ways to come together and share
good times. Coffee time after service reflects the connection we feel as community. We were all
brand new at Woodroffe at some point – what can we do to make that first foray into the Banquet
Hall a friendly and warm experience?
What can we do to continue to grow our sense of community? That’s my mission for the next two
years as Chair of Council.
Lei Garcia added a very special depth to our community. Prayers for justice, strength, forgiveness,
support to other churches/ communities, ending of oppression – these mean something broader
and deeper for me now. Learning of the road that churches in the Philippines walk has changed
us.
What is your sense of community? What do you want more of? How can you bring your dreams
to the church? How can we answer the question? As Chair of Council, how can I help us grow
community at Woodroffe?
Advent 2006

Our Home and Garden Campaign

The W.U.C. Uniter
Dave Chaplin

Our congregation responded magnanimously to the House and Garden campaign launched in
the spring to meet the costs of urgently needed roof repairs and landscaping along Woodroffe
Avenue. This response, combined with a fortunate lower-than-estimated cost of the roof repairs
have allowed us to do the essential parts of both projects without impacting on the deficit predicted for 2006. Well done. In passing, you should know that work on those projects identified
problems with the shingles on the steep portions of the roof and that these have been corrected
at no cost to us.
Normal maintenance has continued since the last newsletter. Many of you noticed the brighter
and lighter northern entrance to the church afforded by the many hours of volunteer effort spent
in sanding, patching and painting the entry hall, the staircase and the hall leading to the narthex.
Several have seen and commented on the newly painted and tiled hallway to the handicapped
entrance near the kitchen and the vast improvement in cheerfulness afforded our kitchen by the
new paint job. All this work was accomplished with the labour of volunteers, saving us all many
dollars. I am sure we all want to thank to them, and the volunteers who fed them so well, for their
hard work.
Again, as normal maintenance, the painting and repairing of the south-facing Sanctuary Windows was completed in early summer and a 90 foot by 30 foot section of the parking lot between
the YMCA and the church was re-surfaced. During this latter project, the heavy flow of through
traffic from Woodroffe Avenue to Lockhart was noticed. The contractor repairing the parking lot
noted that is was not designed for such a traffic load and suggested that we limit that traffic. The
YMCA was contacted and is in full support of this initiative and we will be working with them to
erect a barrier to vehicular traffic at that access point during the next weeks. Vehicular access
will be allowed on Sunday and special occasions and pedestrian and bicycle traffic will continue
to be possible at all times.
One other repair has been found essential at this time. While painting the kitchen, a significant
leak was found through the frames of the windows over the sinks. Further exploration found the
window frame to be disintegrating quickly and the decision has been taken to remove the whole
window “system” (as they say now-a-days) and replace it with PVC windows.

Holy Manners

Marion Pardy

"We live in a changing church and in a changing world," says Dr. Pardy, "Our challenge is to
seek God in the midst of change, to be daring enough to implement and critique change, knowing that we will make mistakes but also recognizing that 'stagnation unto death' is worse." Dr.
Pardy says that while change may be inevitable and often necessary, we must exercise a sense
of humility, recognizing that we are able to grasp, at best, only glimpses of the truth. With this
in mind, during the recently concluded 38th Council, the commissioners were asked to consider
this list of holy manners in their proceedings:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Speak for ourselves;
Speak for a purpose
Separate people from problems
Allow for full and equitable participation

5.
6.
7.
8.

Listen carefully without interruption
Welcome the conflict of ideas
Take a future orientation
Demonstrate appreciation

9.
10.
11.
12.
13.

Honour the decision of the body
Commit to holding one another to account when we do not keep holy manners
Keep the discussion at the table
Watch our body language
Check in about good use of time

Woodroffe United Church
613-722-9250
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Memories of Advent….
I have been coming to
Woodroffe since I was a little
girl and music has always
been a very important part
of my worship life.
My favourite memories of
Advent are the CGIT
Candlelight Services. The
church would be totally
darkened and candles would
be lit and the lights of
Christmas Tree (it was still
real at that time) would glow.
The Girl's Choir, under the
leadership of Jean Ellis,
often took part with at least
one anthem. We had red
and white choir gowns. My
hair was very long and thick.
I always wore it in a braid or
tied back but on those
nights, I was allowed to
have it flow loose.
During one service, my hair
caught fire from the candle
of the person behind me.
The fire was put out by
Minister Morgan using a
hymn book. I was unaware
of the fire but I was very
aware of my Minister hitting
me with a book!
Mary Frances Laughton

14. Have a process for allowing quiet people to speak
15. Sincerely say what we really feel
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Memories of Advent
Cont’d….
When I was in second
year University, I had to
have my tonsils out during
the Christmas break. This
meant that I would have to
be in hospital over night on
December 24. I was totally
distressed to miss the
11pm Communion Service.
That year was the only
time I have not been about
to attend. This service is
my favourite of the year,
specially when we sing
"Still, Still, Still" which is
my favourite carol. The
service remains a highlight
of my Christmas season!
Mary Frances Laughton

Now that another successful bazaar is past, the
Woodroffe Family History
Project is ready to move into
high gear.

John Patton

An energetic team of researchers is ready to plough
through (excavate?) the
church archives and another
enthusiastic team of interviewers is gathering our
stories, especially from the
congregational 'veterans,' all
of them contributing fascinating threads to be woven
into the fabric of our history
together.

to be, and have not yet been
contacted, please let us
know and we will get back to
you as soon as possible.
Also, if you have any stories
or photographs that you
would like to contribute, we
would be delighted to have
those as well. Simply call
the church office or place
your requests or contributions in John Patton's mail
slot. We are currently up to
about 1965 in our narrative
and are still aiming to have
the full history completed in
time for our 80th anniversary
on March 1st, 2008.

If you have volunteered to
be interviewed, or would like

Many thanks to everyone
who has assisted thus far.

Outreach—Focus on Children
Judith Cooney for the Outreach Committee
The Outreach Committee would like to thank the members of
the congregation who generously contributed to our “Focus on
Children” drive in the spring. The baby care kits, summer care
kits, bath kits and medical kits were very much appreciated by
the social workers and medical staff at Pinecrest Queensway
Health and Community Services. Many of them were used by
families at the Carling Family Shelter. (This is where most of
the angles on our angle tree reside.)
On a personal note, I’d like to say that if you ever have any
doubts about what a caring group of people this congregation
is, come sit on the Outreach Committee for awhile. We have a
strong outreach program because of the unfailing support of
the congregation. It’s a privilege to be a representative of
Woodroffe United in the community.

September:
8 Norma Manly
13 Marie Gwilym
21 Stephanie Douma

October:
1 Lyle Campbell
11 Hugh Eisenhaurer
27 Cliff rounding
28 Jane Gale
29 Sue Bodkin

November:
1 Peter Curd
9 Shirley Hockin
14 Jamie Hockin
16 Diana Baird
19 Sue Smarkala

December:
6 Patricia Curtis
6 Patti McMillan

January:
2 Dana Richardson
4 Judy Chaplin
13 Iain McGilveray
14 Eleanor Ford

“One Liners” Willie Curd
Some people are kind, polite and sweet-spirited until you try to sit in their pews.
Many folks want to serve God, but only as advisors.
It is easier to preach ten sermons than it is to live one.

February:
17 Mazie Thompson
17 Sharon McGuirl
18 Marcia Armstrong

The good Lord didn’t create anything without a purpose, but mosquitoes are close.
God promises a safe landing, not a calm passage.

Who Did We Miss?

If God is your Co-pilot—swap seats!
Coincidence is when God chooses to remain anonymous.

Page 8

Advent 2006

Help Keep Food on the Table!

Outreach Committee

The W.U.C. Uniter

It is the custom at Woodroffe United Church on the first Sunday of every month to collect food
for the two Food Centres - Britannia Woods and Foster Farm. These centres are part of the Ottawa Food Bank network and receive some of their food each week from the Central Supply.
Woodroffe has several members who volunteer each Monday morning to receive this food and
stock the shelves.
The food the congregation donates provides extras for those who would otherwise go without.
Items for lunches - jam, jello, and canned fruit are all welcome additions. Money from the Outreach fund also helps to buy extra food, replace worn out fridges and freezers, cleaning help and
general maintenance.
The baskets for donations will be out the first Sunday of each month. Please add a can or two to
your weekly grocery order. Any non-perishable food will be welcome.

Woodroffe United Church
613-722-9250
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Your ongoing support for this project is very much appreciated!

Christmas Projects
At this time of year the Outreach Committee is busy
planning all its’ Christmas
projects. The telephone
assistants are accepting
names for food vouchers.
Toiletry items are being collected for adults. Ladies are
knitting mitts, hats and
scarves for the mitten tree.
The trees will be in the Narthex at the end of November.

Outreach Committee
Last year 40 families at the
Carling Family Shelter were
given a white gift suitable for
each child. Mitts for the
children and toiletries for the
adults were also presented.
Requests for food vouchers
are verified through the
Christmas Exchange so that
there are no duplicates.
Families come to the church
two Saturdays in December
to pick up their vouchers.
These families also receive

Watch for these Dates

How You Can Help…
suitable white gifts for each
child. Mitts, hats and
scarves are given to the girls
and mitts, hats and socks to
the boys and teenagers.
The adults are given a small
bag of toiletries.
Last year the Committee
provided for 65 families as
well as donating to Britannia
Woods and Foster Farms
food centres for Christmas
hampers.

January
1 New years Day—Church Closed

18

Suzart Productions—Songs of the War
Years

7 Dedication of Pledges

19

Angel Tree in Sanctuary

14 Reception of New Members &

14 New Member Breakfast

24 Reflections
December

Communion
20—21 Adult Ski Trip

1

Reflections

28

3

Advent 1—Communion and White Gift

February

3
3

Mitten Tree is “Open for Contributions”
Deck the Halls; Potluck Supper; Carol Sing

2 – 3 Men’s Dinner
16 Spaghetti Supper & Games Night

9

Stairwell Carolers

18 Scout/Guides Service

10

Advent 2—Lessons and Carols

20 Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper

10

Kindle A Flame

24 - 25 Youth Ski Trip

16
17

Pageant Rehearsal
Advent 3—Pageant

25 Lent 1
25 Financial Report Distributed

24

Advent 4—Christmas Eve Services

10:00am ;7:00pm; & 10:00pm
25 & 26 Christmas & Boxing Days — Church
Closed

Knitters please get out
your wool and needles and
knit mitts,
hats, and
scarves.

Check the Church Bulletin for Specific Times

November
17 Reflections

22 Church Closed at 12:00

Small items of soap,
shampoo, conditioner, hand
cream, toothpaste, etc. can
now be placed in the food
box in the Narthex or given
to Ruth Cooper or Faye
Parker.

Stone Soup Lunch

Angel Tree - make sure
you and your family take
home an angel (or several)
from the angel tree and
purchase a suitable white
gift. Buy socks for the men
and boys!
Donations to the Outreach
Program can be placed in
your envelopes and labelled
OUTREACH. The Outreach
Committee appreciates the
ongoing help of the
congregation for all its’
projects. Thanks very much
for your continuing support!

?? Question of the Day ??
If the world is getting smaller, why do the postal
rates keep going up?
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“Ask Joe” Column
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Joe Smarkala

Before I answer the questions for this issue, I’d like to extend my
thanks to Brenda for the fine editoring she provided to the Uniter,
and to extend my best wishes to the new editor, I’m sure Deb will
do a great job.

R

Deb, this might not be the place to ask this but I haven’t had a
salary raise in quite some time, nor do I have a pension plan, nor do I have an office with a good looking secretary. Do you think you could look into some of these
areas for me? Much appreciated. Now for this issue’s questions.

Woodroffe United Church
613-722-9250
w
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o oAddress
droffe United
Primary
Business
We’re
the
Web!
Your Address Line 2
example.microsof
Your Address Line 3
Yourt.com
Address Line 4

Question 1—Dear Joe, What is the origin of the word ‘posh’?
Signed, Wondering

Dear Wonder, You might not believe this but it has something to do with high seas sailing!!
Yes, in the 1800’s, Englishmen and women often traveled to India by ship if they could afford it.
The best berths on the ship in terms of viewing scenery going out to India were on the port side (left) and
coming home were on the starboard side (right). So (p)ort (o)ut, (s)tarboard (h)ome – p o s h. If you were thinking of
booking a cruise for me, then please make it a ‘posh’ one.

Signed Joe
Question 2— Dear Joe, Why is it when we hurt our elbow we say we’ve hit our ‘funny bone’?
Signed Accident Prone
Dear Accident, When we strike our elbow, although it’s no laughing matter, we say that the tingling sensation is from our funny bone. In fact, the prickling discomfort comes from striking the ulnar nerve. The word
‘funny’ comes from some doctor with a sense of humour who made a pun based on the fact that the ulnar
nerve passes over the humerus bone, i.e. the ‘funny bone’.
Signed Joe

Christmas Shortbread for
Homebound Folks.....
Jan Lougheed
The Membership Relations Committee
is making plans for visits to homebound
folks from the Woodroffe congregation
during the Christmas season, with a gift
of shortbread.
We would appreciate your donations of
shortbread cookies for our visits.
Please bring the shortbread to the
U.C.W. Christmas Potluck Supper on
Monday, December 4th or to the Church
office by Friday, December 8th. Cookies will be arranged in gift packages on
Saturday morning, December 9th and
will be ready for delivery on Sunday,
December 10th.
Please contact Sandra Copeland if you
can help wrap cookies at 613-829 -6824.
Thanks for your support and help!

Thanks to all who contributed to the
Newsletter. Together, we make it happen!
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Chatting with God

Willie Curd

I asked God to take away my pride.
God said “No, it is not for me to take away, but for you to give it up.”
I asked God to make my handicapped child whole.
God said “No, her spirit is whole, her body is only temporary.”
I asked God to give patience.
God said “No, patience is a byproduct of tribulations; it isn’t granted, it’s earned.”
I asked God to give me happiness.
God said “No, I give you blessings, happiness is up to you.”
I asked God to spare me pain.
God said “No, suffering draws you apart from worldly cares and brings you closer to
me.”
I asked God to make my spirit grow.
God said “No, you must grow on your own, but I will prune you to make you fruitful”.”
I asked for all things that I might enjoy life.
God said “No, I will give you life so that you may enjoy all things”.”
I asked God to help me LOVE others, as much as He loves me.

God said….”Ahhh, finally you have the idea!.”

