Th e W. U. C . U n i t e r
Woodroffe United Church
613-722-9250
www.woodroffeunited.org

Live simply
Love generously
Care deeply
Speak gently

The Lord is My Shepherd
‘The Lord is my shepherd, I
shall not want; he makes me lie
down in green pastures. He
leads me beside still waters; he
restores my soul.’
With the warm weather upon
us at last, I was able to drive
home from an evening meeting
the other day with my car window down. As I drove through
the farm land in the greenbelt I
caught a breath of freshly
mown hay. It was the scent of
June in the rural township
where I grew up, and still brings
back such potent and wonderful memories of that time and
place.

And leave the rest to
God
Message from Brian

Oddly, it wasn’t a relaxing
time, haying season, but there
was a satisfaction that came with
the toil, plus my father and I
were able to work together for
days at a time, and that is a
memory still to be cherished.
When God promises that the
shepherd will lead us beside
green pastures, I often conjure
up a hay field freshly cut as aromatic as a bakery, and as divine
a scent as God created.
God’s desire is surely that we
have those times when the soul
can be restored. For many that
means time out at the cottage,
or at a favorite vacation retreat,

Allow Your Soul to be Restored
Summer is a time to gather
with friends and families for
relaxation, reflection and rejuvenation. It is important to carve
out time from our busy schedules to meet with folks we have
not “had time” to visit with during the year. Sometimes we arrive at these gatherings exhausted. We sit back in a lawn
chair listening to stories and find
ourselves falling asleep in the
middle of conversations. We
awaken to a feeling of embarrassment and quickly apologize for
our lack of participation.
When I was studying theology,
one of our courses was held at
the Dr. Jessie Saulteaux native
retreat Centre in Manitoba.
When we first arrived an agenda
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or attending one of the countless
festivals that now inhabit Ottawa
all summer long. The green pastures and the still waters are
meant to be a calm in the midst
of life’s uncertainties and woes.
They offer a peace for the soul
which is a prized jewel to be held
close because it is so rare.

Welcome
New Members!

Fresh cut hay will do it for me,
even just a brief scent on a summer’s drive can recapture the
great rest my soul felt and continues to know when I see them
taking that first cut of hay from
the field. May summer’s breath
bring you God’s peace.

The WUC Uniter is published three times a year
November, February and
June. Please send your articles to dklester@rogers.com
or leave them in the Uniter
Box # 46.

Frances Chan
Greg Milks

Shalom, Jan

was mapped out on a chalk
board and like all of our
courses, it was packed from
early morning until late at
night. Interestingly, the chalk
board was placed over against
the wall and was not referred
to as we began our daily routine. In fact, it was not referred to at all for the week.
Many of our learning sessions
at the Centre were held in the
common room, furnished with
soft couches and chairs placed
facing the fireplace, which incidentally, in the cold of winter
was always burning. One of
the Elders in this community
inevitably fell asleep in the
warm room during our daily
presentations. The Rev. Stan

MacKay, often the presenter,
one day addressed this behaviour. Stan brought a different
perspective from his tradition.
He asked if anyone had noticed
the absence of the chalk board
and the written agenda. Some
said “yes” and wondered why
we were not keeping to the
schedule. Stan focused his
answer around Jesus’ words,
“Come away to a deserted
place all by yourselves and rest
for awhile.”
Jesus did not wait until all the
work was done. He invited the
disciples to rest in the middle
of their busyness.
Stan invited us to rest also.
He used the Elder, John, as an
example of one who knew the

freedom and comfort within
community to sleep when he
was weary. Stan said “you
have come into a different
tradition, to a retreat centre
by yourselves, to rest awhile.”
He spoke of his people and
how foreign an agenda was in
their lives. Yet these folks, in a
relaxed manner, taking time
to rest, accomplished much
in a day.
To quote the Psalmist: “He
makes me lie down in green
pastures; He leads me beside
still waters. He restores my
soul.
This summer, lie down on
the grass, be still and allow
your soul to be restored.
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Can you ….
spell “COW” in thirteen letters?
How about this
SEE O DOUBLE YOU
(13 letters)
Diokno Seguindo—Jokeho
HOW COLD WAS IT
at the Easter
Sunrise Service
this year??????
It was SOOO cold….
there was
ICE
in the
chalice!!
Former Woodroffe
Congregant Teaches
Spirituality & Global
Awareness…..
The Reverend Louise Graves,
Ph.D. (daughter of Florence
and Aubrey Graves) is an
ordained minister with the
United Church of Canada.
As a child, Louise attended
Woodroffe United Church
School. She has extensive
experience traveling, teaching,
and taking groups to
developing countries. To get
more information on travel
destinations, log on to:
www.iitheoed.com
Willie Curd
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United Church Magazines

Woodroffe United
Church subscribes to the
following magazines published by
the United
Church of Canada. They
are displayed on the sloping
shelves in the church library
area:
Exchange (For leaders of
adults in the United
Church of Canada.)
Published three times per
year - fall, winter and
spring, each issue is devoted
mainly to one theme. The
winter, 2007 issue addresses

"Aging and Spirituality: Wisdom, Challenge and
Change."
Mandate
(The United
Church of Canada's Mission Magazine.)
Published four times per
year the February, 2007 issue discusses "Bottled Water." This magazine also has
program ideas for UCW
and other groups.
Women's Concerns
(A
voice for women of the
United Church of Canada.)
Published three times per

96th Ottawa Venturers

Don Mutch

year "it keeps women in
touch with one another,
as well as keeping them
aware of issues that affect
their lives." This magazine
is new to Woodroffe with
Issue one, 2007.
If you're not familiar
with these magazines I
invite you to have a look
at them. You may borrow
them for home reading.
Just sign them out and
leave the item
card in the "Out"
box.

Peter Morrison

In February, the Venturers ran the hot chocolate stations at the annual regional
Klondike sled derby. The weather finally cooperated to allow us an evening of skating and Beaver Tails, and a tobogganing evening. Also in February, we took part in
the Potluck & Praise evening worship service in celebration of Scouting’s 100th anniversary. February was rounded out by an evening of cookie baking and movies.
In the spring, we expanded our cultural horizons with forays into Ottawa’s Chinese
and Italian communities, checking out the businesses and communities, and of
course, sampling some of the food. Spring camp took us on a 20 km backpacking
trip along a portion of the Rideau Trail near Frontenac.
In April, we helped out with the pancake breakfast and went on a cookout in the
Greenbelt. May brought with it some nice weather for planting trees, for a biking
evening along the river with the Scouts, and a great day of outdoor rock climbing
and rappelling on the Eardley Escarpment.
In early June, we have a full 96th Ottawa Group camp at Camp Opemikon with lots
of adventures planned for the youth, a year-end BBQ, and a trip to the Laflèche aerial park for some high adventure in the treetops.
Our year finishes in early July with a 5 night canoe camp to Killarney and Georgian
Bay where we will spend a couple nights in the interior of the park, surrounded by
the white quartzite La Cloche mountain ranges, and then a couple nights out
amongst the myriad of tiny islands and channels of Georgian Bay.
Chinese Proverb

Gwen Moore

If there is right in the soul, there is beauty in the person;
If there is beauty in the person, there is harmony in the home.
If there is harmony in the home, there will be order in the nation;
If there is order in the nation, there will be peace in the world.
Woodroffe United Church

Mysterious Absence

Katherine Silins

This past winter, some of you readers may have noticed the mysterious
six-week absence of the McNeil/Silins
family from the halls of Woodroffe
United Church. No, my entire family
was not abducted by aliens, nor did
we win the lottery and spend 6 weeks
lounging on sandy beaches drinking
cold drinks, though the latter is closer
to the truth than the former.
Between the 25th of November and
the 9th of January, my family had the
time of our lives on an adventure to
Los Angeles, Hawaii, New Zealand,
Australia and Victoria, B.C. Our journey started in Victoria where we visited our grandparents, aunt and uncle
and cousins. Then we flew on to
Auckland via Los Angeles.
Contrary to what many people
think, Auckland is not the capital of
New Zealand (that honour goes to
Wellington), but it is the biggest city
in New Zealand. We spent four days
in Auckland getting acclimatized to
the country and visiting as many sites
as we could cram in. We went on a
harbour tour, visited the Auckland
Museum, the Maritime Museum, the
Auckland Zoo, Kelly Tarleton’s Underwater World and ascended the Sky
Tower, the tallest human-built structure in the southern hemisphere.
For the next month, we toured all

over the country where the water
goes down the drain the other way,
and the All Blacks (former rugby
world champions) are the favourite
sports team. My dad drove us all
around the North and the South
Islands of the country, from Waitangi to Invercargill, in a rickety
campervan that careered from side
to side on the edge of cliffs (much
to our mother’s horror).
One of the highlights of our tour
was the city of Rotorura, where we
visited the Agrodome, which was
full of different kinds of sheep, and
took a gondola ride to the highest
point in Rotorua and then lugged
down the other side. We visited a
fascinating museum that had exhibits about the Maori Battalion in the
Second World War, about the devastating volcanic eruption that destroyed a town just south of Rotorua and about how the museum
building used to be a world-famous
spa a century before. We also visited the Maori Cultural Centre
which is on the site of a park full of
geysers.
After New Zealand, we continued
on to Sydney, Australia, which we
visited for four days. I’m sure that
we would have made quite an impression on the Sydneysiders, but
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Paris Hilton was in town at the same
time, so our visit was a bit overshadowed. Then we returned home via
Honolulu.
Don’t think that we didn’t go to
church. We managed to slow down
long enough to go to church on three
occasions. The first time was in Napier
at a Presbyterian church. We happened to visit the day that the Christmas pageant was presented. We also
worshipped with a small evangelical
congregation in Te Anau on Christmas Eve. It was strange to come out of
church that night to find it still warm
and light outside. Not a snowflake was
to be seen. Finally, on New Year’s
Eve, we attended the Anglican service
at the cathedral in Christ church. It
was a lovely service in an absolutely
beautiful building with countless carvings, stained glass windows and mosaics.
All in all, our trip was an amazing
experience of which we will all cherish
memories forever.

Yes, and They WALKED Everywhere They Went!
A young boy had just gotten his driving permit. He asked his father, who was also the local Pastor, if they could
discuss the use of the family car. His father invited him to his study and said, "I'll make a deal with you. You bring
your grades up, study the scriptures, and get your hair cut and we'll consider it."
A month later the boy came back and again asked his father if they could discuss the use of the car. They again
went to the father's study where his father said, "Son, I've been real proud of you. You have brought your grades up,
you've studied your scriptures diligently, but you didn't get your hair cut!"
The young man waited a moment and replied, "You know Dad, I've been thinking about that. You know, Samson
had long hair, Moses had long hair, Noah had long hair, and even Jesus had long hair."
To which his father replied, "Yes, and they WALKED every where they went!"

Woodroffe United Church
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Don’t Miss Your Chance to
Be Part of the Woodroffe
60th Anniversary Quilt!!
We have 140 names for our
quilt, and we’ve raised $7,000!
Make sure you purchase your
block before Thanksgiving so
you don’t miss out!
Look for the Quilt Sign-Up
Table during coffee after
church.

Club 2000
Carolyn Horricks

Club 2000, formerly known as
The West-End Achievers, has a
very long and distinguished history, for well over 30 years, as a
social club for physicallychallenged adults.
We meet every Thursday
morning at Woodroffe United
Church, from September until
June to play cards, scrabble,
bridge, yahtzee, carpet-bowling
and handcrafts, but more importantly, to socialize and have
FUN!!
Would you like to join us?
Would you like to volunteer?
All newcomers are welcome!
Club 2000 is on summer vacation right now; however we start
our new season on Thursday
September 6.
WON’T YOU JOIN US??
Answers for “Ask Joe”: 1 – (b)
2 – (c) 3 – (a) 4 – (c) 5 – (c)
Page 4

Creatures Great and Small - Toads
If you go out on a warm,
wet evening in May or
June and walk by a pond
or wetland, you may hear
the sound of a telephone
ringing. No, it is not your
cell phone! It is a male
toad proclaiming his territory in hopes that a gentle
female toad will respond
to his song and mate with
him. The female will lay a
string of eggs in the pond.
In a few days, tadpoles
will hatch, live in the
pond for nine weeks, and
then change into tiny
toads that spend the rest
of the summer in forests,
fields or gardens.
There are many species
of toad in the world, but
here in Ontario, we have
only one. Our toads grow
to be about the size of a
bar of soap. They are
brown and you can tell

them from frogs because
their skin is dry and
rough with raised wartlike bumps. Some people
think toads are ugly, but if
you look closely at a toad,
you will see that it has
beautiful golden eyes.
Some people think handling a toad can give you
warts, but that is not true
either.
Toads are harmless,
beneficial little animals
that eat mosquitoes and
other insects. They don’t
chase after their dinner;
they are ‘sit and wait’
predators with a very long
sticky tongue that rolls up
like those whistles you get
as party favours. When
an insect strays within
reach, the toad flips the
tongue out, grabs the insect, and rolls everything
back into its mouth. The

Kringen Henein

toad’s eyes focus at the
limits of the tongue’s
reach, and they respond
to movement.
That
means toads will only notice the prey if it moves.
If you place a yummy treat
in front of a toad, but the
food does not move, the
toad will not be able to
eat it.
Toads themselves are
seldom eaten
because they
have
def e n s e s
against predators. They
have glands behind their
eyes that contain a bad
tasting chemical and they
can blow themselves up so
they look really big, too
big for the predator to
swallow. These defenses
help to ensure that toads
are left alone to benefit
our environment.

May Shirley Goodnest and Marcy
A Mother was concerned about her kindergarten son walking to school, but he didn't want his mother to walk with him. She wanted to promote his independence, yet
make sure he was safe. So she asked a neighbor, Mrs. Goodnest, if she would mind
following him to school in the mornings, staying at a distance, so he wouldn't notice
her. Since Mrs. Goodnest was up early with her toddler every day, and this was a good
way for them to get some exercise, she agreed.
The next Monday, Mrs. Goodnest and her little girl, Marcy, followed about a block
behind Timmy as he walked to school with another neighbor boy he knew. She did
this for the whole week.
On Friday, Timmy's friend noticed the lady and little girl behind them had been following them all week. He said, "Timmy, have you noticed that lady following us to
school all week? Do you know her?" Timmy replied, "Yeah, I've noticed her following
us. She's my mom's friend from across the street. Her name is Shirley Goodnest and
the little girl is her daughter, Marcy." His friend said, Well, why has she been following us"? Timmy said, "My mom worries about me walking to school by myself. Every
night she makes me say the 23rd Psalm with my prayers. In the Psalm, it says, 'Shirley
Goodnest and Marcy shall follow me all the days of my life.' I guess I'll just
have to get used to it!"

Woodroffe United Church

Add Some More Whipped Cream!
One day I had a date for lunch with friends. Mae, a little old "blue hair" about
80 years old, came along with them-all in all, a pleasant bunch. When the
menus were presented, we ordered salads, sandwiches, and soups, except for
Mae who said, "Ice Cream, please. Two scoops, chocolate." I wasn't sure my
ears heard right, and the others were aghast. "Along with heated apple pie,"
Mae added, completely unabashed. We tried to act quite nonchalant, as if people did this all the time. But when our orders were brought out, I didn't enjoy
mine. I couldn't take my eyes off Mae as her pie a-la-mode went down. The
other ladies showed dismay. They ate their lunches silently and frowned.
The next time I went out to eat, I called and invited Mae. I lunched on white
meat tuna. She ordered a parfait. I smiled. She asked if she amused me. I answered, "Yes, you do, but also you confuse me. How come you order rich desserts, while I feel I must be sensible? She laughed and said, with wanton mirth,
"I'm tasting all that's possible. I try to eat the food I need, and do the things I
should. But life's so short, my friend, I hate missing out on something good.”
“This year I realized how old I was” she grinned. “I haven't been this old before.
So, before I die, I've got to try those things that for years I had ignored. I haven't smelled all the flowers yet. There are too many books I haven't read. There's
more fudge sundaes to wolf down and kites to be flown overhead. There are
many malls I haven't shopped. I've not laughed at all the jokes. I've missed a lot
of Broadway hits and potato chips and cokes. I want to wade again in water and
feel ocean spray on my face. I want to sit in a country church once more and
thank God for His grace. I want peanut butter every day spread on my morning
toast. I want untimed long distance calls to the folks I love the most. I haven't
cried at all the movies yet, or walked in the morning rain. I need to feel wind in
my hair. I want to fall in love again. So, if I choose to have dessert, instead of
having dinner, then should I die before night fall, I'd say I died a winner, because I missed out on nothing. I filled my heart's desire. I had that final chocolate mousse before my life expired."
With that, I called the waitress over.. "I've changed my mind," I said. "I want
what she’s having, only add some more whipped cream!"

THINGS MY MOTHER TAUGHT ME….
My mother taught me TO APPRECIATE A JOB WELL DONE.
"If you're going to kill each other, do it outside. I just finished cleaning."
My mother taught me RELIGION.
"You better pray that will come out of the carpet."
My mother taught me FORESIGHT.
"Make sure you wear clean underwear, in case you're in an accident."
My mother taught me about CONTORTIONISM .
"Will you look at that dirt on the back of your neck!"
My mother taught me about STAMINA.
"You'll sit there until all that spinach is gone."
My mother taught me about WEATHER.
"This room of yours looks as if a tornado went through it."
My mother taught me WISDOM.
"When you get to be my age, you'll understand."

Woodroffe United Church
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We talk about finding God...as if
He could get lost.
Jerome Horton

People see God every day, they just
don’t recognize him.
Pearl Bailey

A coincidence may be God’s way of
acting anonymously in your life.
Anonymous

Need a Ride to
Church?
Give us a call
613-722-9250

Woodroffe United Church Office
Summer Hours
July: Office Closed Mondays & Fridays
3—5; 10—12
9:00—12:00
17—19; 24—26

9:00—4:00

31

9:00—4:00

August: Office Closed Mondays & Fridays
1—2; 7—9; 14—16 9:00—4:00

21—23; 28—30 9:00 - 4:00
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Reporters
Wanted!
Read a good article in the
Observer that you would like
to share? See a story taking
place that we should all
know about? Birthday?
Anniversary? Don’t forget,
WUC Uniter is always on
the lookout for news as it
happens!
Send
to
dklester@rogers.com or leave
your article in box 46 at the
church!

Golfing Buddies….
Jack Par and John Bogey
played golf at the same
course every week for 35
years. The lovely greens
and fairways were just
across the street from a
well used cemetery. On a
particularly nice morning,
Jack was teeing off when a
funeral cortege drove by
to the gates of the
cemetery. He immediately
took off his hat, placed it
over his heart and bowed
his head in an obvious
gesture of respect. John
said "Jack, we've been
playing here for years and
hundreds of funerals have
gone by, why take your hat
off this time?" Jack replied
"Well we would have been
married 40 years next
Saturday." !!!
Dave Chaplin
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An Atheist Goes for a Walk

Dana Richardson

An atheist was taking a walk through the woods. "What majestic trees! What powerful
rivers! What beautiful animals!" he said to himself. As he continued walking alongside
the river he heard a rustling in the bushes. Turning to look, he saw a HUGE grizzly
charging towards him. He ran as fast as he could up the path. Looking over his shoulder
he saw that the bear was closing in on him. His heart was pumping frantically and he
tried to run even faster. He tripped and fell on the ground. He rolled over to pick himself up but saw the bear raising his paw to take a swipe at him.
At that instant the atheist cried out: "Oh my God....!" Time stopped: The bear
froze. The forest was silent. It was then that a bright light shone upon the man and a
Voice came out of the sky saying: "You deny My existence for all of these years, teach others I don't exist and even credit creation to a cosmic accident. Do you expect Me to help
you out of this predicament? Am I to count you as a believer?"
The atheist looked directly into the light and said: "It would be hypocritical of me to
suddenly ask You to treat me as a Christian now, but perhaps, could you make the BEAR
a Christian?" "Very well," said the Voice. The light went out, and the sounds of the forest resumed. Sure enough, the bear lowered his paw, bowed his head and spoke:
"Lord, bless this food which I am about to receive and for which I am truly thankful,
Amen.

Outreach Dollars At Work!!

Ruth Cooper

Children Children
Children - The Britannia Woods Community
House under the enthusiastic leadership of Beth Gibeaut provides several
activities for children in the neighbourhood.
Grab And Go Lunch - Three times a week from 50 to 75 children pick up brown bag
lunches to take to school. These children are from families who cannot provide lunches
for school. Each lunch consists of: a sandwich such as cream cheese, egg, tuna, etc. (no
peanut butter as it is banned in most schools); a drink box of juice or water; fruit (apple,
banana, etc.); vegetables (carrots, celery, cucumbers etc; snacks (muffins, granola bars
(nut free), crackers and cheese, yogurt etc.). This program ensures that children and
youth are not attending school hungry. It also encourages their families to become connected with the community and to join other activities sponsored by the Community
House.
After School Programs - Three times a week 25 to 30 children gather for crafts and
other activities. For several years Woodroffe’s Outreach Committee has been providing
money for snacks and supplies for this program.
The Drum Program - Four years ago the Community Centre received a municipal grant
to start a multicultural drum lesson program under teacher Dave Bossmin. Approximately 35 children are enrolled in this program. The students have given many successful performances in schools and at Community events. Money for this group is needed
for transporting drums and purchasing new ones (the first drums were borrowed). The
Outreach Committee is investigating how they can best help this activity.

Bumper Sticker…… God Loves You….Whether You Like It Or Not!

Woodroffe United Church

Greening Woodroffe

Dave Chaplin

About 2 months ago, with encouragement from Sandra and Brian Copeland, a small number of our Woodroffe congregation gathered to discuss our
concerns about global warming and what actions we at Woodroffe might take
to address those concerns. By the end of the evening we had divided ourselves into 3 teams or “pods” as we called ourselves, each with a particular
interest.
One team is looking at how we might influence decision makers in all walks
of life to support changes that might reduce the production of green house
gasses that cause global warming.
A second is looking at how we can educate ourselves on the kinds of climate
- and environment- friendly initiatives each of us can implement to reduce
our individual carbon foot prints.
A third is starting to address how we might make our church facility itself a
more environmentally sound set of buildings.
All three pods are more than willing to accept new members and everyone
is interested in hearing of any suggestions anyone might have on how we can
pursue any of these 3 initiatives. The group so far comprises Marcia Armstrong, Margaret Ault, David Chaplin, Judy Chaplin, Judith Cooney, Brian
Copeland, Sandra Copeland, Lenora Hansen, Elizabeth Harvey, Kringen
Henein, Bev McKee, and Sue Smarkala. Would you like to join us? Give
me a call!

Rhythms of Life

Eileen Lavigne

Rhythms of Life is the theme for the 66th Summer Event being held at University of Guelph, Kemptville Campus, Kemptville, Ontario from August
17th to 19th, 2007.
It is a weekend of Praising, Sharing and Fellowship for Men and Women.
The theme speaker is Anne Montgomery and the music will be led by Sharon
Campbell. The total cost of the weekend is $175.00 with $50.00 payable
with your registration and the balance by August 16th.
There are several workshops available for one to select from. They are:
S(He) Who Sings, Prays Twice, Tuning-in to Spiritual Rhythms of Your Life,
Victorian Punch Lace, African Aids Angels - Angels of Hope, Breathing Life
Into Puppets, Living with Serious Illness, Esther For Such a Time as This,
Women of the Cloth - A Day in the Life of Lydia of Acts 16, Living Faithfully
in the Midst of Empire and Drumming and Percussion.
If you cannot attend for the full weekend you are welcome to come for the
Saturday only.
Registration forms and information about the workshops are available from
Eileen Lavigne - 613-722-7523 or e-mail: eileen.lavigne@gmail.com
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In Memory…..
(since our last Newsletter)
Alberta Dickie
Beryl Field
Barbara Harcourt
Florence Tomlinson
In the quiet curve of evening, in
the sinking of the days, in the
silky void of darkness, you are
there.
In the lapses of my breathing, in
the space between my ways, in the
crater carved by sadness, you are
there.
In the rests between the phrases,
in the cracks between the stars, in
the gaps between the meaning,
you are there.
In the melting down of endings,
in the cooling of the sun, in the
solstice of the winter, you are
there.
In the mystery of my hungers, in
the silence of rooms, in the cloud
of my unknowing, you are there.
In the empty cave of grieving, in
the desert of my dreams, in the
tunnel of my sorrow, you are
there.
You are There
You are There
You are There

Save the church the money!! Join our ‘Email List’ and receive your
WUC Uniter Newsletter on-line!!
Send me a note: dklester@rogers.com and save the church postage!!
Woodroffe United Church
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July: Larry Richardson, Erin
Brown
August: David Agnew
September: Norma Manly,
Marie Gwilym, Stephanie
Douma
October: Lyle Campbell, Hugh
Eisenhauer, Jane Gale, Sue
Bodkin

Former Woodroffe
Congregant is ordained……
On June 2, 2007, Nancy Curd
Lester (daughter of Pete and
Willie ) was ordained as a
minister in the United Church
of Canada.
As a child she attended
Woodroffe United Church
School and in 1975 she
married David Lester in this
sanctuary.
After raising their son Peter
and daughter Alison, Nancy
continued her studies at
Emanual College in Toronto.
Nancy’s pastoral charge will be
at Trinity United Church in
Coburg Ontario.
Willie Curd

Friends are those rare souls who
ask how we are, and then wait to
hear the answer.
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that the gate recently erected between the
Woodroffe and Y parking lots is just the final stage in closing off three of the four
city streets that once surrounded the church on all sides? The church building occupies four city lots once owned by the Honeywell family. When the congregation
was formed in 1948, these lots were bordered on the north by Grey Street, on the
south by Lorne Place, on the east by Hampstead Street and on the west, as it still is,
by Woodroffe Avenue. Grey Street was actually split in two by the Honeywell farm,
extending only two blocks east from Woodroffe and then starting again at 7th Avenue (now Courtney) and going east as far as 1st Avenue (now Fraser). Just before
the City of Ottawa annexed this part of Nepean Township in 1951, the eastern part
of Grey was renamed Tillbury Avenue but the western “orphan” kept the original
name.
Eventually, the city acceded to Woodroffe's request to close the street officially
and the church acquired the road allowance. Hampstead Avenue, which would
have run north-south between the church and the Y, was never built but it wasn't
until at least two decades later that the city officially closed it and divided the land
between the two institutions. Lorne Place was actually to be the western extension
of Neepawa Avenue through to Woodroffe (and indeed it is still shown that way on
MapQuest!). Though Neepawa was officially closed at Lockhart in the 1960's, unofficially it remained open to anyone who wanted to wind their way through the two
parking lots.
The dangers to life and property caused by this traffic led finally to the erection of
the new gate—which is opened on Sundays and Wednesday mornings.
“Did you know...” is a regular feature of the Woodroffe Family History Project.

What is God Like?

Joanne Tuttle

A fifth grade teacher asked her class to look at TV commercials and see if they
could use them in some way to communicate ideas about God. Here are some
of the answers:
God is like.. BAYER ASPIRIN. He works miracles.
God is like... A FORD. He's got a better idea.
God is like... COKE. He's the real thing.
God is like... HALLMARK CARDS. He Cares enough to send His very best.
God is like... TIDE. He gets the stains out that others leave behind.
God is like... GENERAL ELECTRIC. He brings good things to life.
God is like... SEARS. He has everything.
God is like... ALKA-SELTZER. Try him, you'll like Him
God is like... SCOTCH TAPE. You can't see him, but you know He's there.
God is like... ALLSTATE. You're in good hands with Him.
God is like... VO-5 HAIR SPRAY. He holds through all kinds of weather.
God is like... DIAL SOAP. Aren't you glad you have Him? Don't you wish everybody did?
God is like...THE POST OFFICE. Neither rain, nor snow, nor sleet nor ice will
keep Him from His appointed destination.

Woodroffe United Church

Joint Fundraisers at Woodroffe...

The W.U.C. Uniter

Woodroffe United &
Suzart Productions Presents:

Forever Plaid
Dinner Theatre
in the Banquet Hall
July 19-21 and 26-28 July 2007
$40.00 per person
Beef or Chicken or Vegetarian
This popular musical centres on four male singers
killed in a car crash in 1950's on the way to their
first big concert and now miraculously revived for a
posthumous chance to fulfill their dreams and perform the show that never was. Guaranteed to have
you humming on the way home!
To reserve a seat or a whole table contact:
Suzart Productions Box Office
613-828-3500

Musical Theatre Summer Camps
July 9 to 20; July 23—Aug 3
And Aug 7—17 2007
Three dynamic instructors—Sue Dacey, Kraig-Paul
Proulx and Gabe Leury will teach music, dance,
and performance over a two-week period culminating in a show for the final day!
We will also have guest instructors in specific areas of theatre so we can make our own sets, props,
costumes and more!
$340 for a two-week camp
Ages 8 to 14
Maximum 24 Budding Performers
To register call Suzart productions Box Office at:
613-828-3500
Registration forms available on our website
Www.suzart.ca
Or by calling 613-828-3500
DON’T MISS THE FUN!!!
Woodroffe United Church
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WOODROFFE FALL CALENDAR
Monday Sept 3 ……….. Labour Day, Church Closed
Sunday Sept 9…………. Church School Registration
Friendship Room
Tuesday Sept 11………. Registration—Beavers, Cubs
And Scouts
Sunday Sept 16……….. Covenanting with Church
School and Pastoral Care
Team (during the service)
Welcome Back Lunch!
All Welcome—11:30
Sunday Sept 23………. Honorary Elders Lunch at
12:00
Sept 28 Weekend……. Adult Retreat (28,29,30)
Sunday Oct 7………….
Monday Oct 8………...
Saturday Oct 20……...
Friday Oct 26………….

Sunday Nov 11………..
Sunday Nov 18………..

Wednesday Nov 28

Sunday Dec 1………….

Thanksgiving Communion
Reception of New Members
Thanksgiving—Church
Closed
BAZAAR!! 9:00—1:00
Early Morning Reflection
Group Begins
Remembrance Sunday
Service
Pledge Sunday + Lunch
at12:00
WUC November Uniter
Ready for Pick Up
Decorating the Sanctuary for
Christmas
First Sunday of Advent
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Behind the Scenes Volunteers….
do an amazing job in the life of
our church. To mention a few:
Jeanette Montgomery who coordinates all the greeters (Jeanette
recently replaced Ivey Johnston thanks Ivey for many years volunteering in this regard), Jean MacMillan
who makes sure there is an Honorary
Elder for the guest book at the back
of the church every Sunday, Mary
Frances Loughton who coordinates
the coffee servers each week, Tom
Montgomery who coordinates the
crew that look after our sound systems, Joe Smarkala who spends many
hours as Treasurer and coordinates
all the counting teams, Bruce Carson,
who makes sure we have an ushering
team each week, Shirley Hockin and
Bob Walkington who produce interesting topics for page 6 of the bulletin, Marjorie Berry who sends cards
to those that are bereaved, or sick, as
well as cards at Christmas and Easter,
and the dozens of people that assist
with these teams as well as those volunteers that donate their time and
talents on committees and sub committees, too numerous to mention.
Thanks to all volunteers that make
Woodroffe United Church tick!
The office is open 9-4 Monday to
Thursday and 9-1 on Fridays.
Please call or drop in to see us. We
would love to see you!
Marie Gwilm
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A Week at the Woodroffe Church Office

Marie Gwilm

Greetings from Marie Gwilym, and all the office volunteers, June Smith, Willie
Curd, Doris Symington, Marg McLeod, Don Mutch, Nelson Smith, Joan
McCoshen, and Cheryl Maffre. Have you ever wondered what goes on behind
the scenes in the church and church office from Monday to Friday? With so
many dedicated volunteers, many hands make light work in the office every week
of the Church year.
Mondays are spent organizing for the week. The booking schedule is reviewed
to determine dates and times for the many groups that will use
our rooms; - June Smith prepares a daily schedule for our caretaker Pat, so he is able to clean and set up rooms appropriately.
Any issues that came up from Sunday offerings are reviewed
and dealt with, and work begins on the Sunday bulletin. Mondays as well as other days in the week, often see Faye and Warren Parker, coming in to water plants, and ensure the Chancel is put back in order, with candles replaced etc. They also make sure that the correct colours are in
the Chancel for each season all year around. Mondays can sometimes be quiet
days as the ministers are enjoying a well deserved day off.
Tuesdays, preparation starts in earnest for the bulletin and a draft bulletin is
completed. Willie Curd does her magic in the Sanctuary removing old bulletins
and making sure envelopes and information for visitors are all in place. She also
goes through all offering envelopes from the previous Sunday, providing the office with the necessary information about special memorial offerings, and offerings from new visitors. This information is then reviewed and acknowledgments
for memorials are put in the bulletin, new visitors followed up on, offering envelope requests set up and receipts generated etc.
Wednesdays are very busy days; the bulletin is reviewed by the ministers and
music directors, with necessary changes being made for a final Sunday bulletin.
The midweek financial deposit is prepared for Joe Smarkala the treasurer, our
accountant Lorne Caldwell balances all the Sunday offering and updates the system with all offerings. Doris Symington competently handles all phone calls and
various tasks to make the day flow by smoothly. Marg MacLeod prepares approx
60 packages for the bi-weekly mailing for congregation members that can’t often
make it to church. In theses packages are a letter from Membership Relations, the
Minister’s sermons and a copy of the bulletins so homebound folk can be
brought up to date with the activities of the church.
Thursdays, the office hums with the production of the bulletin. Nelson Smith
prepares and prints the bulletin, while Joan McCoshen carefully staples the pages
together and along with Don Mutch, stuffs each bulletin with the event sheets.
Cheryl Maffre updates any changes required to our congregation’s data base, adding new members, changing addresses, removing those members that have moved
away etc.
Fridays, are the days to catch up with financial receipts and reports, backing up
the computer, following up on payments for use of space, making sure all E mails
have been dealt with, prepare wedding documentation as required, making sure
use of space requirements for the weekend are coordinated with the user and the
caretaker, and everything is ready for Sunday.
Another week in the life of the church office is complete and the cycle begins
again.
Woodroffe United Church

Verbatim Extract of WUC W.A. Meeting Minutes
–Part II (See February Uniter for Part 1)

Woodroffe Family History Project

Mrs. McCauley asked what about the new stair carpet. Mrs. Barclay is ashamed every time she takes anyone upstairs, it's something awful. Mrs. Bayley hasn't
had time to think anything about it, she's been doing
up rhubarb, it's so nice and tender in the spring.
None of Mrs. Sparling's folks will eat rhubarb so she
never does any of it up though she is very fond of it
herself, done with pineapple, the shredded pineapple, half and half. Mrs. George Ullettes doing rhubarb, too. It's nice in the spring when everything goes
flat on you. Mrs. McCauley said what about the stair
carpet, now if you're done with the rhubarb?
Mrs. Mooney said linoleum is better than carpet.
Mrs. A.B. Ullett said it's too cold on the feet. Mrs.
Hefferman said Land sakes, let them wear their
boots, they don't need to go cantering up and down
stairs in their bare feet, do they? Mrs. Barclay said
linoleum would be all right if they couldn't afford
carpet, but there wasn't any decent linoleum in town
and even if there was you have to pay two prices for
it, but she saw in the Woodroffe Record that there
was going to be a linoleum sale in Shouldices on Saturday. Mrs. Young doesn't like sales. Lome got a
horse at a sale one time and the very first time they
hitched it up it took the blind staggers. Mrs. Wilson
thinks there would be no danger of the linoleum having it though. Mrs. McCauley said she wished they'd
talk sense. Mrs. Bookey said she would move that
Mrs. Barclay get whatever she wanted for the stairs
and the W.A. will pay for it. Carried. Mrs. McCauley
said what about the knives and forks committee?
Mrs. Ellis hasn't been able to go out since she fell
down stairs. There's a black patch on her knee yet.
Mrs. Ellis blackens easily. Mrs. Babcock has had her
hands full, goodness knows, since Aunt Jessie has
been laid up with erysipelas. Aunt Jessie is pretty
hard to wait on and doesn't like the smell of the ointment the doctor gave her. It's altogether different
from what she got down in the States. Mrs.
McCauley said she would get the knives and forks
herself if anybody would make a motion. Two made
it and three seconded it. Carried.

The W.U.C. Uniter

S U M ME R
2 0 07
Mrs. McCauley said, ''How are things getting on for the bazaar?" Mrs. McDonald had a box of things sent from Mrs.
Smith in Toronto. Mrs. Stevenson thinks Mrs. Smith must
have been at a sale. You can get things so cheap there sometimes. When Mrs. Teddy Hall was in Ottawa she saw lovely
lace stockings for eleven cents a pair, and beautiful flowered
muslin just the very same as they ask sixty-five cents for here,
going for twenty-nine cents. (Couldn't get all they said here everybody talked at once about sales). Mrs. McCauley said,
where will we hold it anyway, if we do get enough stuff? Mrs.
Turner thought the basement of the church. Mrs. Simpson
can't get used to holding sales in churches.' Her mother never
could either. Mrs. McCauley said
when the church was having the sale what were the odds
where it was held, no use turning your nose up at a sale and
still take the money. Mrs. Willans moved that the sale be held
in the church, though if the stuff didn't come faster, a piano
box would do. Mrs. Dubie said hurry up do, please. She left
the baby with Armond and he's no good at all if she begins to
fuss. Mrs. Fauteaux seconded the motion.
Mrs. McCauley said, where will we meet next time? Mrs. Allen said come to my house. Mrs. Turner said it was too far.
Mrs. McDonald said the walk would do her good, and she
had just been reading in the Union that that's what's wrong
with lots of people - they don't walk enough. Mrs. Stevenson
is glad to know this for she often wondered what was wrong
with lots of people, but Mrs. Bookie doesn't think much of
the Union. It’s way off sometimes.
Mrs. Simpson would like to come every time if she had company home. Mrs. McCauley said bring Mr. Simpson. Bill
wouldn't come, You can’t get him within three acres of a Ladies Aid Meeting. Never could. Decided to meet at Mrs.
Murphv's.
Helen Turner , (Just for this time)

DOG LOGIC…..
The reason a dog has so many friends is that he wags his tail instead of his tongue. -Anonymous
Don't accept your dog's admiration as conclusive evidence that you are wonderful. -Ann Landers
If there are no dogs in Heaven, then when I die I want to go where they went. -Will Rogers
Woodroffe United Church
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If we want a love message to be
heard, it has to be sent out.
To keep a lamp burning, we have to
keep putting oil in it.
Mother Teresa

Woodroffe Wednesday Sewing
Group…..
Fran McKean
Yes, we’re still here, although
we did miss giving you updates
in the November Uniter! It’s
been a busy fall and winter. We
had a very successful table at the
Bazaar plus a table at the Ladies
Pot Luck and in fact our catnip
mice are becoming famous!
We continue to
make ‘procedure
dolls’ for CHEO.
Our
contact
person tells me they are very
important for their work. It’s
nice to be appreciated.
Will there be a wedding in
your family this spring or
summer? We have a beautiful
quilt for sale.
Are you a sewer or a ‘wannabe
sewer’? We would welcome new
members and can always use an
extra hand. You don’t have to
be a skilled sewer or quilter — we
are happy to see everyone.
Come join us on Wednesdays,
9:00 am, Room 23 upstairs, or
inquire at the office. Have a
question or two? Please give me
a call at 613-596-1221 and we’ll
chat.
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“Ask Joe” Column

Joe Smarkala

As we all know, Woodroffe United has a Quilt project to commemorate our upcoming 60th anniversary. So rather than answer questions
as is normal for this column, I’m going to ask you folk some quilting
related questions. Ok here it goes –
1. What do the following have in common: Echo, Stipple, Meander, Crosshatch?
(a) quilt making techniques (b) quilting patterns (c) methods of joining patchwork
(d) names of famous quilters
2. What do the following have in common: Charm Quilts, Scrap Quilts, Postage
Stamp Quilts?
(a) popular quilt styles in the early 1900’s (b) patterns were obtained through
mail order sources
(c) quilts using a wide variety of fabrics (d) quilts that were tied as opposed to
quilted
(e) quilts having only two colours – purple and green
3. Who is the inventor of the sewing machine?
(a) Elias Howe (b) Isaac Singer (c) Richard Sears (d) Peter Curd
4. What characterizes a “summer spread”?
(a) light colours (b) no backing (c) no batting (d) smaller than bed quilts (e)
quilts with hotdog and burger patterns
5. What are the following: Tapestry, Crewel, Upholstery, Quilting?
(a) types of yarn (b) types of fabric (c) types of needles (d) types of scissors (e)
types of bandages used to cover pin pricks
6. Where is “Quilt City, USA”?
(a) Houston TX (b) Lowell MA (c) Kutztown PA (d) Paducah KY (e) Smithville
ON
See Page 4 for Answers……..

A Prayer for Homes and Families
In you, O God, every family on earth receives its name. Illumine the homes
of this earth with the light of your love, granting courage to those who are
hurt or lonely, endurance to those who care for sick family members, and
wisdom to those in fearful times of change. We thank you for gifts of love
we have received from mother, father, spouse, child, or companion. As we
have been loved by you and by others, so may we love. Grant us your peace,
through Jesus the Christ, Amen
Many Thanks to all who contributed to the Newsletter. If the article you submitted via email was not in this Newsletter, please resend the article or leave a copy in
my church mailbox for the November Uniter. I had ‘major system problems’ “mid
newsletter” and don’t really know if I received all the articles sent to me. Thanks
very much - together we make it happen!!
Debbie Lester
dklester@rogers.com
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