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When I get up in the mornings
now it is always dark and the pros-
pect of light is fading. The one part
of living in the far north of Sas-
katchewan which I never liked was
the incredible shortness of the days
in November and December. There
is just something about long nights
and short hours of daylight which
is troublesome to the human soul.

It is no wonder that the prophet
Isaiah can then proclaim, ‘The peo-
ple who walked in darkness have
seen a great light; those who have
lived in a land of deep darkness on
them light has shined.’ When you
have walked in darkness for a long
time, to suddenly find yourself im-
mersed in light is a grace beyond
imagination.

I can still vividly recall the early
days of each January when we
lived in the north and the increase
of light was dramatic. Spirits
soared in the community. It was
quite literally like someone had
turned on the lights.

For Isaiah the experience of liv-
ing in exile from their home, and
living under the control of an ex-
ternal power felt like they were
living in complete and utter dark-
ness. But the birth of child is the
unexpected light switch in their
experience. A child crying in a
manger is the one who brings a
great light to people living in deep
darkness.

Christmas can be a time of lib-

eration, a time to be set free
from wandering with aim or
purpose in the darkness of life.
A light comes on in our world,
and its radiance lets us see what
God desires for us. No longer
do we have to walk without
hope in the dark and uncertain
way. Jesus’ birth is the light that
shows us the path ahead; fear is
overcome and we are free to
follow Christ wherever he leads
us.

May this Advent and Christ-
mas season bring new and abun-
dant light into your lives, and
into the lives of all whom you
love. God’s richest blessings, in
faithful service.

Brian

Christmas—Season of Light Brian Copeland

Advent Waiting Jan Lougheed
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Stars fascinate us. When I
lived out in the country, I could
look up almost any night and see
the stars clearly. The light shed
from them filled our yard. We sel-
dom needed a flashlight when go-
ing for a late night walk. When I
lived in Labrador, the Northern
Lights shone so brightly, that on
many occasions, we could have
driven home without putting our
car lights on. There seemed to be

something magical about this light
from the night sky.

Every Christmas season has its
magical moments.

We decorate the church and sit
around the table sharing dinner
together. We see the glow in a
child’s face during a Christmas
pageant. We share a brief visit as
we drop off shortbread cookies.
Our hearts are warmed on a dark

December evening when we
gather to Kindle a Flame.
Throughout this season we sing
much loved carols, light advent
candles and welcome the Christ
into our midst.

Let us keep our eyes and ears
open to the magic and awe that
God’s Spirit promises to the
waiting heart.

Jan

Woodroffe United Church

613-722-9250

www.woodroffeunited.org

Friends are those rare souls
who ask how we are, and then

wait to hear the answer.
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The following items are
in the church library:

261.8 SLE Serve God
Save the Planet by J.
Matthew Sleeth. c2007
(Lays out the rationale
for environmentally re-
sponsible life changes
and how to make those
changes.)

644 STO The Car-
bon Buster's Home En-
ergy Handbook by
Godo Stoyke c2007
(Practical guide to
slowing climate change
and saving money.)

Mandate February,
2007 (Periodical) This
issue features bottled wa-
ter and why we should
reduce our use of it.

COFFEE SERVICE - What does it mean?
Mary Frances Laughton

Over the summer, the Venturers helped design and
run some of the activities at a full Group camp, cele-
brating 100 years of Scouting. Beavers, Cubs,
Scouts, and Venturers all met at Camp Opemikon for
a busy weekend of games, building rocket launchers,
and a canoe scavenger hunt. In June, the Venturers
took to the treetops in Val-des-Monts for a day of zip
lines and aerial park fun. The highlight of our year,
was a 5 day canoe trip to the Killarney area, where
we camped in the park interior for a of couple nights
and then spent the remaining days out amongst the
sea of tiny islands, coves, and inlets of Georgian
Bay.

This fall, we backpacked 25 kms through Algon-
quin Park’s east side, camping near High Falls, and
hiking the Barron Canyon on our way home. In Oc-
tober, we were invited to Rideau Hall to celebrate
Scouting’s 100th birthday with the Governor General,
who is also Canada’s Chief Scout. To round out our
fall program, during Halloween week, we hiked
around Ottawa’s historic areas downtown with a
guide from Ottawa’s Haunted Walks, listening to
many a ghost story as we walked from location to
location.

Women’s
Breakfast?

At our Christian
Education meeting on
October 28th a suggestion
was put forth about whether
the women at Woodroffe
would like to have a
Women's Breakfast every
couple of months with a
speaker and if they would
like to have a group for
"Women Who Live
Alone". The latter group
would meet weekly
probably on a
Wednesday. The program
would include a bag lunch,
brought from home, a
devotional and fellowship
time. If you would like to
have one or both of these
groups please let the
Christian Education
Committee know. You can
contact Kateri Clark, kateri-
clark@rogers.com or Eileen
Lavigne,
eileen.lavigne@gmail.com,
or you can speak to either of
us at church. Blessings,
Eileen

96th Ottawa Venturers Peter Morrison

Guidance
to a

Positive Influence
on the Environment

Don Mutch

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!

Vija &Rolf Kluchert – Oct 30

Jan & Peter Lougheed—Dec 18

Deb & Wayne Lester – Dec 23

Each Sunday, one per-
son assumes responsibil-
ity for the after service
coffee. That means you
get a group of friends to
help, make the coffee and
tea (according to the in-
structions on the kitchen
wall) by coming in about
9:15am, serve the coffee
after the service and en-
sure that the dishes are
washed (again there are
dishwasher instructions
on the kitchen wall) and
that the kitchen is left in
the clean state you found
it. There are keys to the

kitchen storage cupboard
which are kept in the of-
fice. Danny can tell you
which ones you need.

All in all, it is not a big
job and since we only ask
for one Sunday in the
year (we have coffee
from September to May),
we should be able to find
folks for all the days.
There is a schedule on the
wall in the Kitchen. We
are okay until December
23 and for a few Sundays
in the new year.

I will be starting to ask
for volunteers for 2008

later this month. Please
think if you and a group
of friends and family can
assist us with this impor-
tant activity that leads to
more communication for
all our members and
guests.

I can be reached at 613-
828-5591 if you want to
volunteer for one of the
non-filled Sundays.
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Three hundred volun-
teers; 150+ baskets; ta-
bles of two, four, six,
eight, and ten feet; hun-
dreds of boxes; and, four
hours of excitement.
These are the numbers
that stand out for me
after it's all said and
done.

Yeah, the cash sum is
great - not to mention its
effect on our esteemed
Mr. Treasurer. But the
thing that really makes
me proud is the way the
bazaar brings together
old and new members of
the congregation, and
people who aren't even
members of the church.

This year, we even had
someone come in from
Saskatchewan to pitch
in!

It's been said in the
past that the bazaar is a
well oiled machine,
which pretty much
takes up a life of its
own. I think we saw
that this year. There
were a large number of
new table conveners,
but despite my obses-
sive worrying, every-
thing ran as smoothly
as anyone could have
wished.

So now that it's done,
we get to look back,
analyze, and see what

we can learn from this
year's success, to make
next year's even better.
Ideas have started to
come in around post-
bazaar cleanup and use
of space, and we're go-
ing to look into all
ideas. Stay tuned for
news on the post-bazaar
potluck.

Thanks again to eve-
ryone for the work lead-
ing up to the bazaar, the
hard work selling, and a
special note of thanks to
those that showed up in
the cold and wet to help
me take back the tables.

See you all at the
Rummage Sale in May!

*Bazaar Notes* Dave Corbishley

September: At the September
Fellowship Day held at Fitzroy
Harbour on September 24th our
speakers were Susan and Chris
Fergusson.

November: UCW Presbyterial
Days are held several times a year
at various churches throughout
Ottawa Presbytery. The next one
is November 19th at Stittsville
United Church, where we will
hold our annual Advent Com-
munion Service as part of the af-
ternoon program.

April: On April 5th, 2008,
UCW members from Ottawa
Presbyterial will gather at
Woodroffe United Church for
their Annual General Meet-

ing. This
is a great opportunity to see the
UCW Presbyterial at work - the
day will begin with Worship fol-
lowed by a speaker, still to be
announced. After lunch, we will
deal with any business that
needs to be brought before the
meeting and then the Service of
Communion will end the day. A
warm invitation and welcome
awaits everyone who would like
to participate in this day.

Please watch your Sunday bul-
letins for detailed information
about UCW events. A warm
welcome awaits everyone.

Blessings, Eileen UCW Vice-
President, Ottawa Presbyterial

June: On June 4th, 2007,
UCW members from Ottawa
Presbyterial gathered at Mac-
Kay United Church to celebrate
the 45th Anniversary of the
UCW. The head table was
decorated with white and blue
balloons and two beautiful
cakes. Worship was led by Ei-
leen Lavigne. Our speakers for
the day were Sharon Campbell
and Isobel Eastman who spoke
on the theme God Meets Us In
Water. A delicious lunch was
served by the MacKay UCW
and helpers. Margaret Burman
gave us an update on new books
available and Isobel reported on
Stewardship happenings.

UCW News Eileen Lavigne

DON’T MISS

“DECK
THE

HALLS”

December 2nd @
4:00

@ 5:30 our 60th
Anniversary Kick-
off Turkey Dinner

Followed by the
Carol Sing @ 7:00
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The history of the first
four decades of Woodroffe
United Church is almost fin-
ished. At this time, the fin-
ishing touches are being put
to the writing and selection
of photographs. The publi-
cation date is Anniversary
Sunday, March 2nd, 2008.

The decision was made to
conclude this particular vol-
ume in 1986 for two rea-
sons. First, due to the excel-
lent work of Woodroffe’s
archivists over the years, the
amount of material to be
researched was simply too
huge to be able to have a
publication ready for the
60th Anniversary as planned.
So a decision was made to
write up the first four dec-
ades, from 1947 to 1986, at
this time. Of course, that’s
a year short of 40 but, since
the church had a change of
ministers in 1986, that
seemed like a good place to
conclude for the present.
Perhaps, the remaining two
decades can be done for a
future anniversary—maybe
the 70th, at which time, of
course, there will be 30
years more.

The final details on the
book, including price, will

be communicated in the next
edition of the Uniter but we
can tell you that it will be
about 130-140 pages in an 8
½ by 11, spiral–bound format
with durable covers. The text
will be fully illustrated, in-
cluding maps, and there will
also be an appendix of colour
photographs. It will begin
with a Prologue that will out-
line the history of the
Woodroffe area since its first
settlement 199 years ago.
That will be followed by two
parts, each of three chapters.
Part I is entitled “The Years
of Construction” and exam-
ines the building of both the
congregation and the church
itself, in three stages, from
1947 to 1963. Part 2, “The
Years of Consolidation,” de-
scribes how the congregation
developed over the next quar-
ter-century, from 1963 to
1986. The book ends with an
Epilogue that sets the stage
for any future volume.

Our thanks to the five dozen
members of the Woodroffe
family who have contributed
their time, talent and treas-
ures to the completion of this
project. It has truly been a
community effort, in the best
Woodroffe tradition. And a
lot of fun!

Woodroffe Family History Project

John Patton

Psalm 67 (1-5)
Shirley Hockin

May God be gracious to us and bless us

and make his face to shine upon us,

that your way may be known upon earth,

your saving power among all nations.

Let the peoples praise you, O God;

let all the peoples praise you.

Let the nations be glad and sing for joy,

for you judge the peoples with equity

and guide the nations upon earth.

Let the peoples praise you, O God;

let all the peoples praise you.

The earth has yielded its increase;

God, our God, has blessed us.

May God continue to bless us;

let all the ends of the earth revere him.

Memo from God…. I am God. Today I will be handling all your problems. Please remember
that I do not need your help. If life happens to deliver a situation to you that you cannot handle, do not at-
tempt to resolve it. Kindly put in the SFGTD (Something For God To Do) Box. It will be addressed in My
time, not yours. Once the matter is placed in the box, do not hold on to it or remove it. Holding on or re-
moval will delay the resolution of the problem. Dorothy Reynolds

When you get to your wits end,
you’ll find God lives there.



The W.U.C. Uniter

November 2007

Page 5

Detailed below are our
financial numbers as of
the end of October,
2007. I’d like to thank
everyone for their con-
tinued support of our
church, both financially
and in volunteer support.

We had a deficit of
over $25,000 as of the
end of September, but
that was before our an-
nual bazaar. That deficit
was reduced to a little
over $3,000 at the end of
October because of your
efforts. Thanks are ex-
tended to everyone who
participated in the ba-
zaar. With Christmas
coming up, we expect
that our deficit will be
eliminated by year end.

Last year our deficit
was about $5,000 higher
than this year at this
time. The major reason
for this year’s deficit re-
duction is due to our in-
crease in income from
Use of Building. With
the incomes received
from the Ethiopian con-
gregation and from the
Russian day care and
schools, and from other
sources, we’ve received
close to $51,000 from
Use of Building. This
compares to $27,000 last

year. Thanks are ex-
tended to Dave Chaplin
who was instrumental
in getting these organi-
zations to use our fa-
cilities.

Our envelope givings
revenues are about the
same as last year and
other sources of reve-
nue are about the same
a s l a s t y e a r
(fundraising, interest,
etc). Overall, our oper-
ating income as of the
end of October was
about $290,000, an in-
crease of $18,000 over
last year.

Our expenses are
about $14,000 higher
than last year this time.
This is due to staff sal-
ary increases and costs
to improve our photo-
copying and printing
capabilities. Our total
operating expenses of
$293,000 is about
$1,000 lower than we
had budgeted for.
Thanks are extended to
our staff for staying on
budget this year.

A number of mainte-
nance activities have
been completed this
year. They include re-
pairs to windows on the
south and west sides of

the church, cleaning our
arches in front of the
church, overhauling the
rock wall on the north
side of the church, and
improvements to the
church doors at the front
of the church. Addition-
ally, improvements were
made to our front lawns.
We have basically used
up your donations to the
Roof and Repair Fund.
The Garden Fund has
about $4,500. We’d
really appreciate any do-
nations you could pro-
vide to the Roof and Re-
pair fund as we have ma-
jor projects planned for
next year.

All of this information
is available to you in de-
tail with the Admin and
Finance Monthly state-
ments posted in the Nar-
thex.

In summary, we’ve
had a good year so far.
However, your contin-
ued support is essential
to maintain our church.
We appreciate what
you’ve done this year
and are confident that
you will continue this
support for the rest of
this year and into the
next.

Your Treasurer

Financial Picture at Woodroffe Joe Smarkala

The WUC Uniter is published three times a
year -November, February and May. Please
send your articles to dklester@rogers.com or
leave them in the United Box # 46.

DAYTIME
STUDY GROUP

Eileen Lavigne

This fall we are
introducing a daytime
study group to our
activities. By the time you
read this the first three
sessions will have been
held. It is not too late to
join us - November 6th,
13th & 20th at 11:30 a.m.
in the Friendship Room.

Please bring a bag lunch,
pen , notebook and
Bible. We have been
looking at different types
of prayer - there is a
handbook explaining the
topics available - for more
information please see me
at church or call me at 613-
722-7523.

A warm welcome awaits
you.

Church Bulletin Bloopers:
The sermon this morning: `Jesus Walks on the Water`.
The Sermon tonight `Searching for Jesus`.
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You may have seen
me on warm days sun-
ning myself in front of
my burrow in one of the
green spaces along the
Queensway. I like it
here. There’s lots of
action, grass to eat, and
gardens nearby to keep
me supplied with tasty
snacks. Did you know
that I belong to the
squirrel family? Of
course I am much larger
and more important than
those silly gray and
black things that waste
their energy chasing
each other up and down
trees. We marmots are
the largest members of
this family in North
America. I weigh 10
pounds, and my father
Woody weighed nearly
15. Perhaps you call us
groundhogs, wood-
chucks, or whistle pigs.
We do answer to all
these names, but per-
sonally, I prefer Martha.

I have been putting on
fat all summer and fall so I
can survive the winter.
You have probably heard
that we hibernate. We are
true hibernators; we go to
sleep deep in our burrows
in November, and don’t
wake up at all until spring.
While we are in hiberna-
tion, our heartbeats slow
down and we only breathe
once every six minutes.
We lose a lot of weight
during this time and come
out in spring looking very
smart indeed. You will
have heard of the festival
of Groundhog Day. This
is held February 2nd, and
involves a weather predic-
tion. Of course we are
very proud of having our
own special day; how-
ever, I must tell you that
here in Ottawa, spring has
never been known to ar-
rive on February 2nd, so I
don’t bother to wake up
for the occasion. It is just
too cosy down here in my

burrow. My cousin Willy
over in Wiarton, who
likes playing to the
crowd, has been known to
emerge, but whether he
sees his shadow or not,
six more weeks of snow
and ice are inevitable in
Ottawa (though this could
change in the future, what
with global warming and
all).

When we do come out
of hibernation in spring, it
is mating time. I will be
two years old this spring
so I expect to have my
first babies, probably
quadruplets. They will
stay with me for the sum-
mer to learn the marmot
ways and the survival
skills required for life
along the Queensway.
Watch for us as you drive
by!

Martha’s Story Kringen Henein

Reporters
Wanted!

Read a good article in
the Observer that you
would like to share?

See a story taking
place that we should all
know about? Birthday?
Anniversary?

Don’t forget, WUC
Uniter is always on the
lookout for news as it
happens! Send to
dklester@rogers.com
or leave your article in
box 46 at the church!

I dialled a number and
got the following
recording: "I am not
available right now,
but thank you for
caring enough to call.
I am making some
changes in my life.
Please leave a message
after the beep. If I do
not return your call,
you are one of the
changes."

Frustration is trying to
find your glasses
without your glasses.

Ten Commandments of Human Relations Gwen Moore

1. Speak to People - there is nothing so nice as a cheerful word of greeting.

2. Smile at People - it takes 72 muscles to frown, only 14 to smile.
3. Call People – the sweetest music to anyone’s ears is the sound of his own name.
4. Be Friendly and Helpful – if you would have friends, be a friend.
5. Be Cordial – speak and act as if everything you do is a genuine pleasure.
6. Be Genuinely Interested in People – you can like almost everybody if you try.
7. Be Generous with Praise – cautious with criticism.
8. Be Considerate with the Feelings of Others – there are usually three sides to a

controversy: yours, the other fellow’s, and the right side.
9. Be Alert to Give Service – what counts most in life is what we do for others.
10. Add to this a good sense of humour, a big dose of patience and a dash of humility,

and you will be rewarded many fold.
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eventual tragedy of the
cultural clash, however,
was not foreseen.

The variety of carols
and Christmas anthems
ever widens, as the cus-
toms of so many coun-
tries have been included
in carol books and re-
corded albums. Despite
the secular nature of soci-
ety with attempts to
downplay Christmas dur-
ing “the Holiday Season”,
the joy of Christmas still
comes through and at this
time even nominal Chris-
tians, as much as possi-
ble, gather as families
throughout our nation.
The choir are thus glad to
work to provide a micro-
cosm of the joy that
spreads from Bethlehem.
As we watch the troubled
land (and world in 2007)
we can take heart that the
holy family were refugees
who could eventually re-
turn to Nazareth, with the
rest of course, being HIS
story.

We have a concert
again this year by the
“Stairwell Carollers”
who, as the original carol
singers back through his-
tory, sing unaccompanied
of advent and the Christ-
mas story. Indeed, their
programme (and CDs)
provide examples of early
and more recent carols in
several languages, includ-

Page 7

From the Choir Stall Iain McGilveray

As advent approaches,
it is the time when choir
folders get fat and many
wallets deplete! Often in
this season the choir is
augmented by some
who like Christmas mu-
sic and current members
will welcome them with
the hope that they will
be encouraged to remain
with us to worship in
song throughout the
church year.

It is an interesting
time for the choir, with
Katerina beginning her
task as Director and she
develops her style with
the ‘motley crew’. We
have had many years to
understand Pamela’s
Christmas favourites,
with about three years
with Vija’s different
ideas. We thus look
back with some sadness,
but look forward to the
opportunity to try new
music -with, perhaps a
leavening of the stan-
dards.

The Christmas pag-
eant is an important
event in most Christian
denominations. In the
early church, when peo-
ple were illiterate this
was an important means
of imparting the Advent
story and today families
from infancy through to
great-grandparents can
take pride in their for-

mer or current participa-
tion in the Christmas
story. I myself still re-
member being one of the
three kings (never a wise
man however!) offering
frankincense in the words
of John Hopkins “We
three kings of Orient
are” (1857). I remember
our daughter, in different
pageants, as a sheep and
particularly as an angel-
which we, her parents,
thought slightly out of
character at the time (12
years old or so). From the
choir stall I continue to
enjoy watching parents
and children being in-
volved in the age old pag-
eant, today.

The early church in its
mission managed to incor-
porate many of the North-
ern European and Celtic
midwinter festival icons
and music into the Chris-
tian canon. (The Christ-
mas tree is certainly one -
although Victoria’s con-
sort Albert can be
“blamed” for its Anglo
Saxon and American
popularity. Just don’t try
real candles, however!).
Even although it may be
considered condescending
today, the Huron carol is a
clear attempt by an early
missionary to intertwine
the culture of the Indian
tribes of the plains with
the Advent message from
the four gospels. The

ing Latin. They present
a really splendid per-
formance which fills
our sanctuary with the
joyous sounds of
Christmas. So whether
or not you have heard
them before, mark De-
cember 8 in your calen-
dars and feel the spirit
of Christmas!

In the choir stall, we
know that this is an ex-
ceptionally busy period
for the staff and for the
Outreach committee
and we ask you to re-
member the needy in
the congregation and in
our outreach area.

Nonetheless, we in
the choir wish you a
“Happy Christmas”,
with the hope that you
enjoy our musical con-
tributions and that you
have a peaceful New
Year.

A laugh is a smile that
bursts!

Dogs laugh, but they
laugh with their tails.
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The little lamb had
been wakened by voices
in his stable. He snug-
gled closer to his
mother and whispered,
“Mother, there are
strange humans in our
stable.” “I know dear,”
she replied, “they came
in a little while ago. It
is a woman and a man
and they look tired. I
think the woman is go-
ing to have a baby.” “A
baby!” said the little
lamb. “Can I see it
mother? Can I please
see it? I’ll be good and
won’t frighten it. Can I
see it?” “Lie down you
silly thing,” said his
mother. “The baby has-
n’t been born yet.
Probably you will see it
later. Now lie down
and go back to sleep.”
And the little lamb
waited.

It was a strange, hol-
low sound, like the
doves in the stable
beams but louder, that
woke the little lamb
later that night. His
mother felt him move
beside her and smiled
down at him.” The

baby has been born,”
she said. “It’s a baby
boy.” The little lamb
was on his feet in an
instant. “Can I see him
mother? Can I?” “Not
now, dear. His mother
is caring for him. Wait
a little while.” And the
little lamb waited.

Before he could fall
asleep again, there was
a coarse rustling at the
stable door and a group
of men came into the
stable. Their clothing
marked them as out-
doors men and the little
lamb noticed a distinct
scent in the air. He felt
his mother stiffen be-
side him and he whis-
pered to her, “Mother I
smell other sheep!” “So
do I, dear. It comes
with these new hu-
mans. They must be
shepherds. We have
nothing to fear from
them. See, the mother
is showing her baby to
them.” The little lamb
watched as the shep-
herds knelt down be-
fore the baby and his
mother and father. But
he couldn’t see the
baby’s face. He could-
n’t see the baby well at
all. “I wish I could see
the baby,” he sighed.
“Not now, dear,” said

his mother. “It would
be rude to interrupt.”
And the little lamb
waited.

The next morning the
little lamb and his
mother were taken to a
small meadow near the
stable. His mother had
a sore foot and so was-
n’t out on the hillside
with their shepherds
and the other sheep. At
night they were
brought back to the sta-
ble. The two humans
and their baby boy
were still there. The
baby was being fed and
the little lamb knew he
had to wait to see the
baby. But it seemed
that always either the
baby was being fed or
was asleep whenever
the little lamb was
around. And the little
lamb waited.

A few days passed
and once again in the
early night the little
lamb was wakened.
This time it was a
bright light shining
through the stable win-
dow that woke him.
“What is it mother? I’m
frightened. Why is it so
bright at night time?”
And he stopped. And
he stared. Because the

father and the mother
and the baby weren’t
the only humans in the
stable. There were
other men. What a con-
trast with the shepherds
they were! They were
richly dressed. Bright
colours sewn with gold
thread. They had
brought gifts for the
baby in small metal
chests and a beautiful
urn. The little lamb re-
alized that he could see
all of this clearly be-
cause of the light in the
stable that came
through the window
from a single bright
star. He heard the
baby’s mother and fa-
ther thanking the
strangers. The little
lamb knew their voices
now. Then, quickly, the
strangers left. “They
got to see the baby and
I didn’t,” pouted the
little lamb. “Maybe
someday,” said his
mother. And the little
lamb waited.

The next morning all
the humans were gone.
“I never did see the
baby,” sighed the little
lamb, “but I will al-
ways remember his
parents.” The little
lamb’s mother gradu-
ally recovered and she

THE LITTLE LAMB T. Porter

A Christmas Story For Children And Others Who Can Remember
When They Were Young And Curious.
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and her little son re-
turned to the hillside
and the flock. Time
passed and he grew
bigger and stronger.
Gradually, over many
years, he became the
chief ram of the flock.
He helped the shepherd
and the dogs keep the
flock safe from the
wolves that came out of
the brush. He moved
with the flock around
the country as it sought
fresh pastures. Once a
bear came down out of
the hills. The ram stood
his ground and stamped
his feet. The dogs
heard it and came run-
ning and drove the bear
off. The ram’s shep-
herd ran his fingers
through the curly wool
on the ram’s forehead
and said “You’re a fine
fellow, aren’t you? I
will always keep you
with me.” As more

years passed, the ram
aged and was allowed
to stay in a green
meadow near a road
because his old legs
couldn’t take him up
onto the hillside any
more.

One day, as he was
resting, he heard hu-
man voices. “I know
those voices,” thought
the old ram. “They are
the voices of the par-
ents of the baby that
was born in our stable.”
He struggled to his feet
and headed toward the
road. A man and a
woman and a boy had
passed by him. “We
should be further
along,” said the father
crossly. “Yes” said the
mother gently and
touched her son on his
shoulder. “You have
made us late you
know.” “But I told
you,” said the boy. “I

have to be doing my Fa-
ther’s work. I just know
that He wants me to be
doing it. He’s like a
shepherd to me and I
have to go where He
calls me.” The old ram
called out, “Wait, wait. I
want to see the boy.” The
travellers heard the ram
bleating behind them.
“Father, please wait for
just a minute. I think that
old ram wants to say
hello.” “Come along son,
come along,” said his
father. But the boy had
stopped and turned to-
ward the old ram who
was taking faltering steps
toward him.

And the Lamb of God
waited.
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THE LITTLE LAMB...CONT’D

Christmas

Shortbread

Cookies
The Membership Rela-

tions Committee would
appreciate your donations
of shortbread cookies.

Please bring the short-
bread to the U.C.W.
Christmas Potluck Supper
on Tuesday, December
4th or to the Church office
by Friday, December 7th.

Cookies will be ar-
ranged in gift packages on
Saturday morning, De-
cember 8th and will be
ready for delivery on Sun-
day, December 9th.

Thanks for your support
and help!

A New Challenge for Outreach—Centre 507
Don Partridge

We have taken on a new challenge of supporting Centre 507 at the level of
three hundred dollars per month. Centre 507 serves community members
who may face a combination of economic or social disadvantages. Those
sanitized words for the challenges of homelessness, unstable housing, mental
illness, addictions, health challenges, poverty, and loneliness. The Centre is
located at 507 Bank Street at McLeod Stewart United Church. You will hear
more about the services, health services, and life management skills program
of Centre 507 in the future.

We aren’t a cathedral
of saints

We are a hospital for

sinners
Brian Copeland
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Good Morning God
Dorothy Reynolds

You are ushering in another day untouched and
freshly new, so here I come to ask You God if
You’ll renew me too?

Forgive the many errors that I made yesterday,
and let me try again dear God, to walk closer in
Thy way.

But Father, I am well aware I can’t make it on my
own.

So take my hand and hold it tight for I can’t walk
alone.

September:
8 Norma Manly

13 Marie Gwilym

21 Stephanie Douma

October:
1 Lyle Campbell

11 Hugh Eisenhaurer

27 Cliff rounding

28 Jane Gale

29 Sue Bodkin

November:
1 Peter Curd

9 Shirley Hockin

14 Jamie Hockin

16 Diana Baird

19 Sue Smarkala

December:
6 Patricia Curtis

6 Patti McMillan

January:
2 Dana Richardson

4 Judy Chaplin

13 Iain McGilveray

14 Eleanor Ford

February:
17 Mazie Thompson

17 Sharon McGuirl

18 Marcia Armstrong

Who Did We
Miss?

Help Keep Food on the Table! Outreach Committee

It is the custom at Woodroffe United Church on the first Sunday of every month
to collect food for the two Food Centres - Britannia Woods and Foster Farm.
These centres are part of the Ottawa Food Bank network and receive some of their
food each week from the Central Supply. Woodroffe has several members who
volunteer each Monday morning to receive this food and stock the shelves.

The food the congregation donates provides extras for those who would
otherwise go without. Items for lunches - jam, jello, and canned fruit are all
welcome additions. Money from the Outreach fund also helps to buy extra food,
replace worn out fridges and freezers, cleaning help and general maintenance. The
baskets for donations will be out the first Sunday of each month. Please add a can
or two to your weekly grocery order. Any non-perishable food will be welcome.

Easy Things to Shrink Your Carbon Footprint….
Marsha Armstrong

Here are 4 very easy things you can do to shrink your carbon footprint and help
to reduce global warming:
1. Recycling and composting: reduce waste and the use of raw materials Adjust
the way you commute: ride your bike or walk whenever possible and help the en-
vironment and your health. Use public transit or carpool with co-workers to get to
work!

2. Conserve energy: energy efficient appliances can reduce your energy con-
sumption and save you money! Visit the office of Energy Efficiency website for
more helpful tips – http://oee.nrcan.gc.ca

3. Buy Locally Grown Food: purchase fruits and vegetables from a farmers' mar-
ket or buy organically grown produce. Eating a vegetarian meal just one night can
reduce your footprint by an acre and half for that day.
4. Understanding the extent of our environmental impacts can help us to work to-
gether to become a sustainable generation. Take the ecological footprint quiz and
see what you can do for the environment! Spread the word and email it to a
friend! Go to: http://www.earthday.net/footprint/index.asp
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At this time of year the Outreach Committee is busy planning all its’ Christmas pro-
jects. The telephone assistants are accepting names for food vouchers. Toiletry items
are being collected for adults. Ladies are knitting mitts, hats and scarves for the mitten
tree. The trees will be in the Narthex at the end of November.

Last year 40 families at the Carling Family Shelter were given a white gift suitable
for each child. Mitts for the children and toiletries for the adults were also presented.

Requests for food vouchers are verified through the Christmas Exchange so that
there are no duplicates. Families come to the church two Saturdays in December to
pick up their vouchers. These families also receive suitable white gifts for each child.
Mitts, hats and scarves are given to the girls and mitts, hats and socks to the boys and
teenagers. The adults are given a small bag of toiletries.

Last year the Committee provided for 65 families (about 120 adults and 125 chil-
dren), as well as providing funds to Britannia Woods and Foster Farms food centres for
Christmas hampers.

25 & 26 Christmas & Boxing Day

Church Closed

January

1 New years Day: Church Closed

6 Dedication of Pledges

13 New Member Breakfast

Reception of New Members &

Communion

19—20 Adult Ski Trip

27 Stone Soup Lunch

February

1 & 2 Men’s Dinner

5 Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper

10 Lent 1: Communion

16 Spaghetti Supper & Games

Night

18 Lent 2: Scout/Guides Service

24 Lent 3: Communion

Financial Report Distributed

November

17 Kid’s Tribute to Suzart

18 Angel Tree in Sanctuary

Mitten Tree in Church Narthex

23 Early Morning Reflection Group

25 Pledge Sunday with Lunch

28 Decorate Sanctuary

30 Early Morning Reflection Group

Strings of St Johns

December

2 Advent 1: Communion & White Gift

Deck the Halls, 60th Anniversary

Kick-Off Turkey Supper & Carol

Sing

4 UCW Potluck Dinner

8 Stairwell Carolers

9 Advent 2: Lessons & Carols

Kindle A Flame

16 Advent 3: Church School Pageant

24 Office Closed

25 Christmas Eve Services

7:00pm & 11:00pm

Christmas Projects Outreach Committee

Don’t Miss the Fun!
Check the Church Bulletin for Specific Times

How You Can

Help…

Small items of soap,
shampoo, conditioner,
hand cream, toothpaste,
toothbrushes, combs,
disposable razors,
shaving cream, etc. can
now be placed in the
food box in the Narthex
or given to Ruth Cooper
or Faye Parker.

Knitters please get
out your wool and
needles and knit “sox”,
mitts, hats, and scarves.

Angel Tree - make
sure you and your family
take home an angel (or
several) from the angel
tree and purchase a
suitable white gift. Buy
socks for the men and
boys!

Donations to the
Outreach Program can
be placed in your
envelopes and labelled
OUTREACH. The
Outreach Committee
appreciates the ongoing
help of the congregation
for all its’ projects.
Thanks very much for
your continuing support!
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Autumn is a time
when the Woodroffe
congregation hears all
about stewardship. I
have been thinking
about stewardship a lot
lately. The annual con-
gregational retreat topic
on Stewardship was the
catalyst. Two things
struck me: first, to stay
financially viable with
enthusiastic program
volunteers, we need to
reach out into our local
neighbourhood commu-
nity. At the time of the
retreat, this was a new
idea for me to mull over.
Second, we have amaz-
ing assets in our midst!!
If you have checked out
our Asset Tree, you will
know that we are truly
blessed with great riches
of talents and treasures
at Woodroffe United.

Our ongoing challenge
is to continue to turn
these assets into action.

Recently, our modera-
tor, The Right Reverend
David Giuliano, chal-
lenged us to reach out-
side our bricks and mor-
tar walls to the people in
our neighbourhood. He
asked us to connect with
others we do not already
know and tell them the
Good News of Christ.
He recalls to us that our
work in the church is not
only to maintain the
‘plant’ of the Church, it
is also, and perhaps
more importantly, to
encourage potential con-
gregants to join us in
regular worship and
good works. Hmm…
this sounds a lot like the
recommendation from
the retreat to look to the

local neighbourhood for
stewardship collateral.

I believe there are ex-
citing times ahead for us
as we look for new ways
to continue a vibrant,
financially viable stew-
ardship approach to the
life and work of
Woodroffe United. If
you are interested in
participating in a new
model for stewardship at
Woodroffe, please con-
tact me, Sue Smarkala.

Woodroffe United
turns 60 years old in
March 2008. Many gen-
erations of congrega-
tions have worked hard
to use their Time, Tal-
ents and Treasures to
create the community of
worshippers of today.
How will you contribute
to Woodroffe’s history?

the program. Go to
www.canspell.com for
more information.

While spelling bees
may sound kind of dry,
they’re actually a lot of
fun! This is my story:

I started by winning
my school spelling bee
in January, and then
qualified for the regional
competition through the
district written test. The
regionals should have
been lots of fun, but I

Ready, set, spell! It’s
bee season again! It’s
the time of year when
schools are encouraging
their students to hit the
book. The dictionary,
that is. Sadly, I am too
old to participate in the
CanWest CanSpell Na-
tional Spelling Bee pro-
gram, but I would like to
encourage anyone in
grades 4 to 8 to get in-
volved and see if your
school is registered in

was too sick to fully en-
joy the experience. Next
were the Nationals in
Ottawa. Even though I
live in Ottawa, CanSpell
put me and my mom up
in the Lord Elgin Hotel
so that we could hang
out with the other 40
kids and their parents
from across the country.
Finally, I competed in
the Scripps National
Spelling Bee in Wash-
ington D.C. It was a

It’s that Time of Year Again! Katherine Silins

Stewardship at Woodroffe Sue Smarkala

blast! Full of spelling,
tours, great people and
good food, I had the
time of my life. The
spelling bee experience
is the experience of a
lifetime, and I would
encourage everyone
who is eligible (that’s
e-l-i-g-i-b-l-e) to come
out and try it. If you
have any questions
about anything spelling,
you can come see me at
church.

60th Anniversary Kick
Off Turkey Dinner

December 2nd @ 5:30

Turkey, Dressing, Gravy

Potatoes, Turnip, Peas,

Cranberry Sauce

Apple Crisp, Tarts

!!YUM YUM!!

$10/Person

$40/Family

Children 8 & Under
Free

Tickets a/v at coffee
hour
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+
Blessed are the poor in spirit, for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Matthew 5:3
It wasn't that I did not know
about the poor. Of course I knew.
They are always in the paper.
They trudge out of town with suit-
cases.
They poke through ruined houses,
unearth
broken teacups, half a doll.
They are the next of kin;
they lift the corner of a sheet.
Of course I knew. I only didn't
know
that I was one of them.
Please pardon me. I cannot rise.
I am poorer than I thought.
Fetal I, who curl,
protecting what remains
of my soft organs
with carapace of spine,
but make no refuge, nothing
from myself to help myself.
So this is poverty -- it is so still.
Yet from its very scar,
a loving hand,
another's, not my own,
uncoils and lifts.
+ Copyright © 2001-2007 Barbara
Crafton - all rights reserved

First Poem on the
Beatitudes

Sue Smarkala

Our Home on the Web Wesley Dearham

It's easy to feel lost in today's crowded, problem-plagued world, as
Rev. Brian Copeland illustrated so well in a recent sermon. And yet, he
noted, people around the globe are more interconnected than ever. They
chat on cell phones while walking down the street, and withdraw money
from automated teller machines located far from their neighbourhood
bank branches. Even more intriguing, they turn to the Internet to check
the weather, do research, shop, reserve airline tickets, watch movie clips
or stay in touch with friends and relatives. Talk about living in a science
fiction world! Still, it's easy to get lost or overwhelmed on the World
Wide Web. That's when people of faith need places on the Web to call
their own. For us, one of those is the United Church of Canada website at
www.united-church.ca.

Find your way to the site and you can quickly feel at home with the fa-
miliar United Church crest, accompanied by the introduction to our New
Creed ("We are not alone, we live in God's world"). Read the welcome
message if you want to find out more about the history of our denomina-
tion and the basis of our faith. There's no single approach to using the
site, but explore it by clicking on such menu items as Get Involved, Faith
& Education, Worship & Renewal, Social Justice or Print & Media. The
website is also a great starting place for people looking for worship or
Christian education resources.

As for those seeking "open-minded discussion and exploration of spiri-
tual topics, moral issues and life's big questions," why not click on the
link to WonderCafe.ca and join the fascinating discussions that take place
there constantly?

Like any good website, united-church.ca is constantly being updated.
With each Woodroffe Uniter, I hope to highlight current issues appearing
on the site. Along with the Observer and other publications, it's one more
way for us to stay in touch with the wider church.
Current headline news at united-church.ca:
* The United Church of Canada Launches a Two-Year Campaign for
Peace.
* Moderator to Resume Duties -- about the Right Rev. David Giuliano's
preparation to resume his commitments as he recuperates from cancer
treatments and related health problems.

Closer to home, don't forget to visit our own Woodroffe United Church
website as another way to keep in touch with the life and work of our
congregation. The site, at www.woodroffeunited.org, is kept up to date
through the dedication and diligence of our webmaster, Dave Corbishley.
More on that, in future.

We have four members looking for rides to church. Can you help out? If you aren’t comfortable commit-
ting for a full time ride, perhaps you could help out occasionally. Please give me a call at
613-591-7558 or send me an email dklester@rogers.com so we can chat.



The W.U.C. Uniter

November 2007

Page 14 Volume 1, Issue 1

We had a successful table at the
Bazaar. We sold our beautiful quilt
and the ladies are working on a new
one.

Our catnip mice are a Bazaar fa-
vourite as well! Did you know we
have one woman who comes to the
Bazaar each year and buys 12 cat-
nip mice—and she doesn’t even
have a cat? The mice are Christmas
gifts for friends and families with
cats. Our mice are made from tai-
lors outings from the old Kitten
Mill which is no longer in business.

If you are planning on a ‘New
Years’ closet clean up and have

fabric which is no longer needed,
please send it out way. While we
still have supplies right now, we
are always looking for donations.

Watch for our table at the UCW
Christmas Potluck Dinner on De-
cember 4th.

Are you a sewer or a ‘wannabe
sewer’? Please join us on Wednes-
days, 9:00 am, Room 23 upstairs,
or inquire at the office. You don’t
have to be a skilled sewer or
quilter — we are happy to see
everyone. Come join us Have a
question or two? Please give me a
call 613-596-1221.

Wednesday Sewing Group Fran McKean

Anniversary Quilt
Update

The back all of the Ban-
quet Hall will soon be the
home of the anniversary
quilt, housing 249 names
on 180 quilt blocks. There
is still room for your
name!

The embroidery is going
well so we will be able to
accept names for a few
more weeks. If you would
like further information,
call Marie in the church
office, 613-722-9250.

The Fundraising

Committee

Wanted: Used Skates
Often Outreach is asked for used skates. With Christmas right around the

corner, what a great gift your used skates would be. Please leave them with
Jan.

which the nations are called to
praise God. These gifts of music
will provide a tangible recognition
of Pamela’s significant contribution
to our praise of God through her
ministry of music at Woodroffe.

If you wish to contribute finan-
cially to this gift to Pamela, you
may do so by indicating “Music
for Pamela” on your offering en-
velope or, for those on the PAR
program, by providing a separate
cheque to the office, noting your
intention.

Many of us have offered a personal
thank-you to Pamela, in person and
through the book of memories pre-
sented to her in June. The Worship
Committee, the Senior Choir and many
others believe that it is most fitting;
however to say thank you musically.

Michael Spassov has accepted a com-
mission to compose two musical works.
A member of the Woodroffe family and
a former student of Pamela’s, Michael
is an accomplished composer and con-
ductor. One piece is for the organ, and
the other, to be sung by the choir in the
coming year, is based on Psalm 67, in

Recognition of Pamela Hoswitschka’s Ministry of
Music at WUC

Shirley Hockin

Life is short

Break the rules

Forgive quickly

Love truly

Laugh uncontrollably

And never regret anything
that made you smile.

Life may not be the party
we hoped for, but while
we are here, we should
dance…...
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Just try this. It is from an orthopaedic surgeon ...
This will boggle your mind and you will keep try-
ing over and over again to see if you can outsmart
your foot, but, you can't. It's pre-programmed in
your brain!

1. WITHOUT anyone watching you (they will
think you are GOOFY ...) and while sitting where
you are at your desk in front of your computer, lift
your right foot off the floor and make clockwise
circles.
2. Now, while doing this, draw the number "6" in
the air with your right hand. Your foot will change
direction.

I told you so!! And there's nothing you can do
about it! You and I both know how stupid it is,
but before the day is done you are going to try it
again, if you've not already done so.

How Smart is Your Right Foot ??

Oh I love to hear the crackling sound
Of the fireplace on a wintry night
The season of Christmas is so exciting
Childhood memories bring such delight
Yet as I sit and watch the fire dancing
I begin to daydream of that scene
Long ago God telling a multitude of angels
Go to Earth for a star shall beam
There will be shepherds upon a hillside
Tell these men they have nothing to fear
Let them know though they are humble
They were chosen first – so they would hear
We have joy and news for all people
God’s son was born a glorious birth
Though you’ll find him lying in a lowly manager
We rejoice with you now here on earth
The sky was suddenly lit with their brilliance
The angels glorifying God on high
I smiled still gazing upon this fire.
Truly knowing what this night had signified.

Lowly Shepherds Bev Toews

Questions That Haunt Me….
1. Can you cry under water?

2. Why do you have to "put your two cents in"..
but it's only a "penny for your thoughts"?
Where's that extra penny going to?
3. Why does a round pizza come in a square
box?

4. What disease did cured ham actually have?

5. How is it that we put man on the moon before
we figured out it would be a good idea to put
wheels on luggage?

6. Why is it that people say they "slept like a
baby" when babies wake up like every two
hours?

7. Why are you IN a movie, but you're ON TV?

8. Why do people pay to go up tall buildings
and then put money in binoculars to look at
things on the ground?

9. Why do toasters always have a setting that
burns the toast to a horrible crisp, which no de-
cent human being would eat?

10. If the professor on Gilligan's Island can
make a radio out of a coconut, why can't he fix a
hole in a boat?

11. Did you ever notice that when you blow in a
dog’s face, he gets mad at you, but when you
take him for a car ride, he sticks his head out the
window?
12. Do the Alphabet song and Twinkle, Twinkle
Little Star have the same tune? Why did you
just try singing these two songs?
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Question: Dear Joe,

I understand you are the current Scrabble cham-
pion at Woodroffe. Congratulations! I was won-
dering how did the letters in Scrabble get assigned
their quantities and numerical values?

Signed, Scrabble Groupie

Answer: Dear Groupie,

Yes, I am the current Scrabble champion of Woodroffe, gaining
that title at the recent retreat held in Quebec. It was a tough tour-
nament with exceptional opponents but yet again I came through.
In addition to this title I now hold the following titles – (1) West-
ern Hemisphere Reigning Champ and (2) Champion of Champi-
ons.

As regards to your question, I need to go back to where the
game originated. In 1931, an unemployed American architect
named Alfred Butts invented the game we now call Scrabble.
Turned down by every manufacturer he approached, he sold
homemade sets out of his garage until 1946, when a company
bought the rights and began mass production. Butts determined
the scoring value and quantity of each letter by counting the num-
ber of times it was used on a single page of the New York Times.

Yours truly, Joe, Reigning Scrabble Champion of Woodroffe

“Ask Joe” Column Joe Smarkala
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Many Thanks to all who
contributed to the

Newsletter! Deb Lester
dklester@rogers.com

The Great Father
Father Faber

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy

Like the wideness of the sea.

There’s a kindness in His justice

Which is more than clemency,

There is no place where earth’s sor-
rows

Are more felt that up in Heaven.

There is no place where earth’s fail-
ings

Have such kind judgement given.

For the love of God is broader

Thank the measure of man’s mind

And the heart of the eternal

Is most wonderfully kind.

But we make His love too narrow

By false limits of our own

And we magnify His strictness

With a zeal He will not own.

If our love were but more simple

We would take Him at His word

And our lives would be all sunshine

In the sweetness of the Lord.

In Memory…..

(since our last Newsletter)

Bessie Clark

Elizabeth Harvey

Howard Parnell

Jean Oldfield

Lena Jacques

Percy Hillier

May the road rise to meet you.

May the wind be always at your back.

May the sun shine warm upon your face.

May the rains fall soft upon your fields and until we meet again,
May the Lord hold you in the palm of His hand.


