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Prepare ye the way………
The voice of one crying in the wilderness
Prepare the way of the Lord,
Make his paths straight
Every valley shall be filled,
And every mountain and hill
Shall be made low,
And the crooked shall be made
straight,
And the rough ways be made
smooth;
And all flesh shall see the salvation
of God
Isaiah 40:3-5
The Advent season is more than
just a time of waiting. It is a time
of expectation. A time when we

Jan Lougheed

prepare, blending the promise of
deliverance and the news of Jesus‘
coming into the world, into the
expectation of God‘s coming
realm.
The realized expectations of
Advent move us into the season of
Christmas. Often we think of
Christmas as a single day, but the
season of Christmas extends beyond December 25th. This joyous
season, celebrating God‘s presence among us continues on for
12 days.
These 12 days bring us to the
season of Epiphany. This Greek
word translates into ―revealing‖.
Epiphany is a time to explore how
Jesus‘ coming is not a private act
but is revealed in and by the

whole of life and creation.
As we journey through these
three seasons we will explore prophetic words that bring both challenge and promise of new life.
Revealing words of call, response
and commission moving us into
the promise of our own vocation.
We are the ones, individually and
in community, through whom
God continues to reveal the Christ
in the world.
As we move along from promise to preparation; from receiving
God‘s gift to embracing our calling; to being God‘s gift to the
world; may we embrace the mystery of God‘s timing and the joy
of God‘s blessings.

God, as we move through this Advent/Christmas/Epiphany season, we thank you for the ―personal touch‖
you gave to the world in your son, Jesus. In him we have a model of how to love and serve others, how to
stand up to injustice and we begin to learn how to love ourselves.
In Jesus‘ portrayal of a God who longs to welcome us home, we begin to see ourselves as individuals of
worth and value, in your sight. Our egos are so fragile, God. Help us to receive the warmth of the Christ
Child, who was wrapped in swaddling clothes, welcomed by humble shepherds and wise men, and all the time
lay in a manger of straw with the company of farm animals and angels. Help us to see the holy in both the
ordinary and the extra-ordinary events of our lives.
May we rejoice in our heritage as your daughters and sons and welcome others into this rich heritage as
well. Amen
With thanks to Allan Warren, St. George’s UC., ON.
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Since I Joined You In July
Rev. Daniel Hayward
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Being a Christian is like
being a pumpkin. God lifts
you up, takes you in, and
washes all the dirt off of
you. He opens you up,
touches you deep inside and
scoops out all the yucky stuff
-- including the seeds of
doubt, hate, greed, etc. Then
He carves you a new smiling
face and puts His light
inside you to shine for all
the world to see.

“Let Them Know”
Gwen Moore
Let someone know you are
caring.
Take the time to listen to
What they want so much to
tell you
For the gentle folks are few
You are not so high and
mighty
That you cannot spare a
smile
For may never know when
you might
Need somebody after
awhile.
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Since I joined you in July I have
been out and about, visiting Woodroffe
folk at home in apartments, houses, retirement residences, and nursing homes.
My wife and I also enjoyed ourselves at
Woodroffe‘s marvelous bazaar! Driving
to and fro on my visits I have seen green
leaves change to yellow and orange and
red, then fall to the ground – and now
I‘m watching for snow, and thinking
about putting on my snow tires, so the
season of Advent is almost upon us.
Getting ready for Advent I have been
going through our Voices United hymn
book and looking at music. One of my
favourite Advent hymns is Hope is a
Star, #7, with its opening verse:
Hope is a star that shines in the night,
Leading us on till the morning is bright.
When God is a child there‘s joy in our
song.
The last shall be first and the weak shall
be strong,
And none shall be afraid.
What a wonderful summary of the
seasons of Advent and Christmas, and
our faith as followers of Jesus! What a
note of hope! We need that hope this
year as we are faced by threats from flu,
terrorism and war, and an economic recession. As 2009 ends, we really need to
hear phrases like ―none shall be afraid.‖
Hope is there for us in Scripture.
During Advent we hear from the prophets, as the people of Israel place their
hope in the promises of God who had
entered into covenant with them. The

prophets proclaim that God will
be faithful and send the Christ, so
that justice and peace will prevail
throughout creation.
This expectation pervades the
New Testament too. Jesus proclaims in word and deed that
God‘s rule is at hand. His first
followers spoke of God as the
God of hope: Christ had come,
Christ was among them in the
Spirit, and they hoped that Christ
would come again. So they
prayed, come, Lord Jesus. We
echo these words in our Advent
worship.
We too need to live in hope.
And, as we watch and wait and
pray in hope, we are also to act in
hope. For we learn the meaning
of hope only by following the
way of Jesus, in proclaiming and
hearing the good news, and in
sharing with others the forgiveness, peace, reconciliation, and
liberation that are God‘s good
gifts. Ours is not a hope of escape. It is a hope of creation and
service, a hope in - and working
for - God‘s rule, where the last
shall be first and the weak shall
be strong.
May you know hope and confidence in our loving God, who
came to us as a tiny child. May
there be joy in your song this Advent.
Come, Lord Jesus!

You are, at this moment, standing, right in the middle of your own "acres of
diamonds”.
Earl Nightingale
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Woodroffe’s Pastoral Care Team
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John Patton, Coordinator
The letters of St. Paul and the
Commandment of Jesus remind us
that pastoral care is both a spiritual
gift and a Christian responsibility. At
Woodroffe, pastoral care occurs on a
daily basis and in a variety of ways.
At one end of the continuum is what
happens every Sunday–as well as the
other six days–when members of the
congregation attend to each other in
caring and supportive ways, be it a
cheerful ―good morning‖ as we arrive
or a quiet chat in the pew after the
service. The weekly bulletin reminds
us of this when it notes that ―we are
all called to ministry.‖ At the other
end, is the care provided by the ministerial staff to those in situations of
acute need–typically surrounding a
death or serious illness. In between
are those circumstances which call
for an ongoing commitment– long or
short-term–by a member of the congregation to take on responsibility for
caring for another. One example is
members who are largely confined to
their homes and are unable to attend
church regularly. A group of visitors
ensures that these members of our
family remain connected in a personal way. In other cases, from time
to time, members find themselves in a
particularly difficult or crisis situation
that may call for someone with special skills or training to assist or augment the support provided by the
Ministers. This is where the Pastoral
Care Team comes in.
Woodroffe‘s team is currently
composed of twelve lay members, all
of whom have completed a ten-week
training program to develop their listening skills and their ability to re-

spond pastorally and confidentially
when a crisis arises. These skills are
maintained and enhanced through
continuing education programs provided by the Pastoral Care Training
Program and community agencies.
The team meets monthly from September to June for mutual support,
sharing and learning and, each year,
covenants with the congregation to
care for one another.
As well, the Pastoral Care Team
responds to the church‘s mission to
minister not only to ourselves but
also to our neighbours, through participation in the spiritual care programs at the local hospitals and
nursing homes.
Over this past year, the team has
responded to the needs of members
of the congregation experiencing
bereavement, critical, chronic and
terminal illness, emotional difficulty, separation, long-term care
decisions, difficult personal and
family relationships, unexpected
and/or unpleasant life changes, and
unemployment.
Current team members are Sandi
Bain, Wes Dearham, Jim Hampton,
Lynn Hampton, Mary-Lynne Harvey, Debbie Lester, Margaret
MacLeod, Don Partridge, Darlene
Patton, John Patton, David Watson
and Cathy Ziai.
If you have or are aware of a
pastoral care need or would like
more information about the work of
the Pastoral Care Team, please contact Rev. Jan Lougheed, Rev. Dan
Hayward or John Patton (613-7294139).
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DON’T
MISS
“DECK
THE
HALLS”
Saturday Nov 28
@ 4:00
@ 5:30 our
Annual Turkey
Dinner
@ 7:30 Stairwell
Carollers
Tickets available after Church on Sundays or from the
Church Office

Isaiah 9:6-7
For a child has been
born for us, a son given
to us; authority rests
upon his shoulders; and
he is named Wonderful
Counselor, Mighty
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
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UCW News
Kringen Henein, UCW President
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Update from Joanne
Tuttle On Her
Accident at Home….
Some of you may recall that I
took a tumble down my basement
stairs and suffered a concussion
and sprained wrist and ankle.
You will be happy to hear that
I now have a railing and vertical
bars down the open section of my
basement stairs. I have also lowered the telephone to the level of a
chair seat so that it is easier to
phone for assistance.
Finally, my nearest neighbour
has been given a key. Thanks to
everyone who wished me well in
my recovery.

Woodroffe‘s UCW is off to a good start this fall with 3 active
Units meeting monthly and offering interesting programs. Women
of the congregation are always welcome to attend any of the meetings. If you are a newcomer to the church, or have always wondered what goes on at those UCW meetings, we encourage you to
try us out. It‘s a great way to get to know better some of the
women behind the faces you see on Sunday mornings. Notices for
the meetings appear in the bulletin on the preceding Sunday and
usually include the planned activity for that month. All meetings
take place in the Friendship Room unless otherwise noted. Just
come along and you will be warmly received.
 Jubilee meets at 7:30 on the first Wednesday of each month.
The conveners are Marcia Armstrong and Judy Chaplin
 Central Midway meets at noon on the 3rd Monday of each
month. The convener is Muriel McGuinty
Renaissance meets at noon on the 4th Monday of each month. The
convener is Shirley Sloan
The December Potluck and Advent Candlelight Service will be
held on Tuesday December 1 2009. Dinner will be at 6:00 pm in
the Banquet Hall and the Candlelight service at 7:30 in the Sanctuary. All women of the congregation are invited. If you would like
to bring a friend, relative or neighbour along, they would be welcome too. Mark your calendars for this event.
Speaking of calendars, the UCW Executive will be selling the
2010 Church Calendar after the service on November 8, 15 and 22
while supplies last. The cost is $7.00.
Wishing everyone a good year of fun and fellowship.

"When the past tries to dominate your thoughts, let your dreams ignite your day‖.

Rich Wilkins

Banners
Pat Cuthbert
Each Sunday as we sit in the sanctuary, savouring the music, the prayers, the sermons, and the ambience of the moment, we are surrounded not only by church family, but by the beautiful banners created
with love by our sewing friends. The colours, the designs, the splendor and details in the banners are truly
a work of art. We are so fortunate to have such a variety of beautiful banners!
We are always looking for new ‗works of art‘ and encourage those with new ideas and sewing skills to
give me a call. Interested??? I would love to hear from you!. Pat Cuthbert at (613) 828-6516 or email
patsi65@hotmail.com.
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The Nuhijaj Farmily—10 Years Later
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Wes Dearham
Ten years ago, a small group
of Woodroffe congregation
members joined a newly arrived
Kosovar family in their small
apartment on McEwen Avenue.
We struggled to communicate
through an interpreter. They
spoke Albanian and were refugees from a brutal war that had
been raging through Kosovo, a
predominantly Muslim region of
the former Yugoslavia then under Serbian control. They were
the Nuhijaj family: Islam and
Zoja, a young couple with their
five-year-old son Leotrim and
their 14-year-old nephew Jeton.
A few months later Jeton‘s
brother Muhamet, then 13, also
arrived on Islam and Zoja‘s doorstep and became one of our official charges.
The Woodroffe people were
part of a refugee support committee that had worked hard to find
the apartment and furnishings
after our church agreed to sponsor a refugee family. In all, about
15 of us were involved, and we
came to know the Nuhijajs very
well over the next two years as
we provided assistance of various kinds. Around the same time,
we were introduced to another
part of the family as Islam‘s
brother Rexje and his wife, also
called Zoja, settled in the same
neighbourhood with their five
children.
Our efforts stemmed from a
federal government request to
community organizations across
Canada in 1999 to help Kosovo

refugees settle here, temporarily or permanently. We divided
various duties among ourselves
and took turns taking family
members to countless appointments. The Nuhijajs learned
the challenges of banking,
budgeting and shopping the
Canadian way. There was enrolment in language classes for
Islam. We helped them adapt
to Canadian climate and customs. We dealt with the trials
and tribulations of getting the
children enrolled in school and
soccer, going to parent-teacher
meetings, setting up and accompanying people to medical
and dental appointments, dealing with government bureaucracy, job-hunting, and arranging translation. They became
familiar with social services. It
was a personal and often challenging kind of commitment.
But we had fun too. We met
for dinner and birthday parties,
we went to the beach in the
Gatineau Hills, we went skating. And we watched personal
struggles, knowing that ultimately they had to sort out difficult family issues among
themselves. And all the while,
they worried about family
members in Kosovo —
whether they were dead or
alive or had enough to live on.
And as the Nuhijajs became
more settled, some of us were
honoured to attend their various Canadian citizenship ceremonies.
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Islam was from a family of
bakers and dreamed of establishing a bakery here. That
came to pass several years
ago. He and Zoja, with help
from their sister-in-law, Zoja,
now toil long hours in their
bakery located off Greenbank
Road. Committed to a Canadian future, their English
skills have come a long way.
And big news is that Jeton
and Muhamet, 24 and 23, both
got married recently to young
women from Kosovo. The
two young men still work in
Ottawa, though, in the construction trade. Both are valued employees. Meanwhile
Leotrim, 15, is still in school
and bigger than his dad, who
is a pretty big guy himself.
And now there are two more
little brothers: Nentor, now 9,
and Alban, 7.
The family still enjoys attending the Woodroffe bazaar
when they can. And this
month several members of the
former refugee committee will
get together with the Nuhijajs
to celebrate all those achievements! Thank you to the congregation for your big contribution to the family‘s success
in Canada.
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Insects and Winter
Kringen Henein
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Reporters Wanted!
Read a good article in the
Observer that you would like to
share?
See a story taking place that we
should all know about?
Birthday? Anniversary?
Don‘t forget, WUC Uniter is
always on the lookout for news
as it happens! Send to
dklester@rogers.com or leave
your article in box 46 at the
church!

Wonderful Church
Bulletins
Dave Watson
The peacemaking meeting
scheduled for today has been
cancelled due to a conflict.
Don't let worry kill you off - let
the Church help.
For those of you who have
children and don ' t know it, we
have a nursery downstairs.
Next Thursday there will be
tryouts for the choir. They
need all the help they can get.
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Someone asked me the other
day how dragonflies spend the winter. It was a good question and I
had to look it up. Most of us know
about the migration of monarch butterflies, but what about all the other
insects that disappear at this time of
year, yet reappear in the spring?
How do they make it through those
cold winter nights?
There are several strategies and
it turns out migration is only one of
them. Insects are shape-changers.
They adopt different forms at different stages of their life cycle.
These may include an egg, a larva,
a pupa, a nymph or an adult. All of
these are potential forms in which
to pass the winter.
Some insect species over-winter
as eggs. The eggs have usually
been laid under the bark of trees or
in the leaf litter or soil where there
will be some insulation from the
cold. For example, aphids overwinter in eggs that hatch in the
spring.
Other insect species over-winter
in the leaf litter or soil as larvae.
The white grubs that damage our
lawns are the larval stage of scarab
beetles. The grubs spend the cold
months deep in the soil.
A pupa is contained in an envelope where moths and butterflies
transform from the larval form into
an adult. Some over-winter as pupae. Their caterpillars spin cocoons
in the fall and pass the cold days in
their silky casing, either attached to
plants or under dead leaves. During
this time they undergo metamorphosis. In the spring they will

emerge as adults.
Dragonfly and damselfly larvae
are aquatic and are called nymphs.
Nymphs are predatory and live in
marshes, ponds and lakes. They
can over-winter in the water, remaining active below the layer of
ice. In the spring they crawl out
onto vegetation and transform into
adults. This is called partial metamorphosis.
Some insects like cluster flies
and Asian ladybugs stick around
all winter as adults. They huddle
together in a protected place and
enter a form of dormancy that includes reducing the water content
of their bodies and producing a
kind of antifreeze. They thaw out
in spring and wake up undamaged
and ready to go. Adult honeybees
pass the winter in the shelter of
hollow trees, staying semi-active
and eating honey. And it turns out
that Monarch butterflies are not the
only insect migrants; a dragonfly
species called the green darner also
makes long distant flights to
warmer places.
So as you can see, the answer to
the question ―what happens to
dragonflies and other insects in the
winter?‖ is not a simple one. How
marvelous that there are so many
different answers and solutions to
the problem.
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STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN 2009
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"Making a Difference"
Carol Cochrane, Chair, Stewardship Committee
"We can make a difference once we decide to be the difference."
— Joyce C. Lock
Everyday, in small and not so small ways, Woodroffe United
Church is making a difference in the lives of its members and in the
lives of those in our broader "church family."
This year our Stewardship Campaign is focusing on the difference each one of us is able to make and what we can do together to
make this world a better place, as God intended.
Many of us equate stewardship with money. There can sometimes be a feeling of panic when a Stewardship Campaign gets underway. What the Stewardship Committee hopes to focus on this year is
more a consideration of who we are, what valuable resources we
have and how we can make a difference.
We can give our time to our church school and youth programs, teaching the values and traditions that are so important to us, or
we can give our time serving on one of our many Committees within
the church, or volunteering in the church office.
We can give our compassion in pastoral care, helping one another through life's challenges and setbacks.
We can give our talents by singing in the choir, baking up a
storm for the bake table at the Bazaar or helping to decorate the narthex at Christmas time..
And yes, we can give our money. Jesus taught us that our use of
money shows where our heart is and what matters most to us. The offerings we give support our staff, our use of the Church building and
lend a much needed hand to those in need, both within Ottawa and
within our worldwide community.
Making any commitment of time, energy and money is an act
of faith. Through this Stewardship Campaign we hope that we will affirm the sense of community amongst us. Each one of us needs to be
of service to make a real difference in the world.

Pray Before Eating...

Everyone was seated around the
table as the food was being served. When little Logan received his
plate, he started eating right away. "Logan, wait until we say our
prayer," his mother reminded him. "I don't have to," the little boy replied. "Of course you do," his mother insisted, "we say a prayer before eating at our house." "That's at our house," Logan explained, "but
this is Grandma's house and she knows how to cook."
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The Amazing
Cucumber
Jane Staples-Campbell
Feeling tired in the afternoon, put
down the caffeinated soda and pick
up a cucumber. Cucumbers are a
good source of B Vitamins and Carbohydrates that can provide that
quick pick-me-up that can last for
hours.
Are grubs and slugs ruining your
planting beds? Place a few slices in
a small pie tin and your garden will
be free of pests all season long. The
chemicals in the cucumber react
with the aluminum to give off a
scent undetectable to humans but
drive garden pests crazy and make
them flee the area.
Out of WD 40 and need to fix a
squeaky hinge? Take a cucumber
slice and rub it along the problematic hinge, and voila, the squeak is
gone!
Using a pen and made a mistake?
Take the outside of the cucumber
and slowly use it to erase the pen
writing, also works great on crayons
and markers that the kids have used
to decorate the walls!
Page 7

The W.U.C. Uniter

Kitchen Angel
Kringen Henein

The Church kitchen is an important
resource for all of us. From its counters
and crannies come coffee, tea and juice
on Sunday mornings and pancake breakNovember 2009
fasts, stone soup lunches, and hearty
men‘s dinners for our pleasure. As well,
other groups using the Church avail
themselves of the facilities. Mostly folks
We thank Thee, Lord, clean up after themselves pretty well, but
for Memory
sometimes they slip up and then things
To live again the past; start getting a bit grungy. We don‘t want
That in remembering grungy in our kitchen.
bygone days
Our caretaker keeps the floors swept
The fruits of joy shall and scrubbed but there is a need for some
regular kitchen duty to keep the fridge
last.
and stoves clean, the counters and sinks
But for the power to
wiped down and disinfected, and unforget
claimed containers that pile up in the area
We thank Thee even
disposed of. Dishtowels need to be
more:
washed and supplies such as dish deterThe stings, the slights, gent and cleaners replenished as needed.
the hurts, the wounds,
Over the summer, Joanne Tuttle and
Can never hurt us
Steve Mairs volunteered to clean and ormore.
ganize the kitchen. They did a great job.
Margaret H. Hancock To ensure that it is maintained in this

state, it has been suggested that we
set up a duty list, sort of like the
ones for serving coffee or counting
offering, whereby ―Kitchen Angels‖ would sign up to be responsible for the kitchen for a defined period of time on a rotational basis.
This would involve coming into the
Church once a week or following
an event to make sure the kitchen
has been left in good order and that
it is clean and well stocked with
cleaning supplies, and that clean
dishtowels are available. Details
can be worked out and the day and
hour of ‗angel duty‘ would be flexible.
If you are interested in helping
out by being a Kitchen Angel,
please contact Kringen Henein at
kringen@magma.ca, or 613 729
7726. If we get a good response,
we can set up a working schedule
that will not require a lot of any one
person‘s time.

96th Ottawa Venturers
Peter Morrison
The Scout Group has been celebrating our 50th anniversary year in 2009. These celebrations culminated with an all-section activity day up at Lac La Pêche in Gatineau Park in mid-June. We had great
weather for canoeing, frisbee golf, soccer, swimming, and sand castle building complete with bombarding the opposition‘s castles with water balloons, trying to extinguish the other team‘s ―eternal flame‖
burning somewhere inside the castle. The sun shone brightly as the day closed with all the parents &
families of the 96th joining the youth for a BBQ feast followed by the youth providing entertainment
which you would have trouble finding anywhere else!
This Fall, the Scout group has 10 terrific youth (5 returning, 2 new, and 3 having moved up from
Cubs). We‘ve had a busy October, beginning with Fall camp in the interior of Algonquin Park. Some
canoed in, some backpacked in, but all ended up at the same interior site in the Achray/Barron Canyon
area, from which we explored the area. Of particular interest were High Falls and the natural water slide
area. Later in the month, we honed our rock climbing skills at the Coyote Rock Gym. We also held a
cookout one evening at which we invested our 5 new Scouts. Shortly after that, the Scouts served over
19 dozen hot dogs at the annual bazaar, to rave reviews, and the next day, we put our rock climbing skills
to work in the great outdoors on the cliffs of Gatineau Park near Luskville in what was surely one of the
nicest days of the Fall season.
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Woodroffe United Financial Overview
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Joe Smarkala
Here is the current financial picture for Woodroffe United as of the end
of October, 2009.
End of Nov
2008

End of Nov
2009

Revenue
- Envelope Givings
- Use of Building
- Fundraising

$188,050
$55,725
$31,025

$188,886
$47,442
$30,633

- Other
Total Revenue

$14,254
$289,054

$4,521
$271,482

Total Expense

$235,207
$48,279
$314,829

$224,997
$38,868
$292,468

Deficit

-$25,775

-$20,986

Mission & Service Givings
Outreach Givings

$32,817
$24,365

$31,944
$23,586

Expenses
- Personnel Costs
- Other Expenses

Because of the excellent bazaar results and savings in personnel
costs over the last two months, our deficit as of the end of October has
been reduced down to about $21,000. It was in the $47,000 range
back in September. As you can see, the deficit is about $5,000 less
than last year. With the continued savings in personnel costs over the
remainder of the year, and with your continued support over the
Christmas months, we‘re hoping that at year end our deficit will be
zero. Thank you to all those who have contributed to this nice recovery.
Our cash reserves available to cover future deficits and renovations
are only about $50,000. Your Council is aware of this situation and
are looking at various plans for improving our financial situation.
Your continued financial and volunteer support are needed to keep
Woodroffe healthy and alive. Thank you in advance.
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Christmas
Shortbread
Cookies
The Membership Relations
Committee would appreciate
your donations of shortbread
cookies.
Please bring the shortbread
to the U.C.W. Christmas Potluck Supper on Tuesday, December 1st or to the Church
office by Thursday, December
10th.
Cookies will be arranged in
gift packages on Saturday
morning, December 12th in
the auditorium at 10:00 and
will be ready for delivery on
Sunday, December 13.
Thanks for your support and
help!

Kids & Religion
One four-year old had the following prayer down pat…
―And forgive us our trash baskets as we forgive those who
put trash in our baskets‖.
3 year old Sue: ―Our father,
who does art in heaven, Howard is his name…‖
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Forgiveness is the fragrance that the violet sheds on
the heel that crushed it (Mark Twain – Author)
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Many
folks want to serve God,
But
only as advisers.
Be ye fishers of men.
You catch 'em
He'll clean 'em.

The greatest Joy......................Giving
The most satisfying work............Helping others
The greatest problem to overcome.........Fear
Most effective sleeping pill...........Peace of mind
The most powerful force in life...............Love
The worst thing to be without.................Hope
The two most power-filled words............."I Can"
The greatest asset................Faith
The most prized possession................Integrity
The most beautiful attire................A SMILE!
The most powerful channel communication....Prayer
The most important thing in life............GOD

September:
8 Norma Manly
13 Marie Gwilym
21 Stephanie Douma

October:
1 Lyle Campbell
11 Hugh Eisenhaurer
27 Cliff rounding
28 Jane Gale
29 Sue Bodkin

November:

Mission & Service Fund

Peter Morrison
The Mission & Service Fund is the life blood of our church's mission work,
supporting varied ministries both here at home, and throughout the world.
In 2008, the United Church as a whole raised $29.7 million. Last spring, we
received a "thank you" letter from the United Church's head office, acknowledging our 2008 contribution of $40,889 to the M&S Fund. This put us in the top
150 churches in the nation in terms of contributions.
For that, you all deserve a huge thanks, and know that our dedication to this
important work is helping more and more people, particularly now as the world
struggles economically.
A bit of research shows that 15 years ago, the church raised $30.7 million for
M&S. Basically, the church, with fewer & fewer members, is still managing to
hold our contributions around the $30 million mark for the past couple of decades. That is certainly an accomplishment.
Now, consider this. We have 154 Woodroffe members & adherents who contribute to M&S out of 782 "adults under pastoral care" as our most recent Statistical Report indicates. If every "adult under pastoral care" at Woodroffe increased their givings to M&S by only 22 cents a week, we'd break the $50,000
mark.
If you have given to M&S in the past, thank you for your faithful contributions. If you haven't, would you give it your prayerful consideration? It's line 2
on your offering envelopes.
As our guest preacher, David Lee pointed out on Environment Sunday recently, the United Church has more "outlets" than Tim Horton's. Imagine the
amount of God's work that could be accomplished in the world if each of us increased our givings to M&S each week by the value of only a couple of Timbits.
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1 Peter Curd
7 Mary Lynne Harvey
9 Shirley Hockin
14 Jamie Hockin
16 Diana Baird
19 Sue Smarkala

December:
6 Patricia Curtis
6 Patti McMillan

January:
2 Dana Richardson
4 Judy Chaplin
13 Iain McGilveray

February:
17 Mazie Thompson
17 Sharon McGuirl
18 Marcia Armstrong
Who Did We
Miss?
Advent 2009

A Loan to the Lord

The W.U.C. Uniter

Diokno Segundo
A father gave his little boy 50 cents and told him he could use it any way he
wanted. Later when Dad asked about it, the boy told him that he had lent it to
someone. ―Who did you lend it to?‖ he asked. The boy answered, ―I gave it to a
poor man on the street because he looked hungry.‖
―Oh, that was foolish. You‘ll never get it back,‖ replied the Dad. ―But Daddy,
the Bible says that people who give to the poor lend to the Lord,‖ responded the
little boy.
The Dad was so pleased with his son‘s reply that he gave the boy another 50
cents. ―See,‖ said the son, ―I told you I would get it back—only I didn't think it
would be so soon!‖
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New in the Church Library

Don Mutch
Have You Filled a Bucket Today? by Carol McCloud c 2006 This picture book is a guide to daily happiness for kids. The concept of bucket filling is an effective metaphor for encouraging kind and considerate
behaviour
.
Overturning the Tables by Julie Kincaid c2008 The author, a contributor to the United Church Observer,
shows how consumerism adversely affects children and the church.
An Altar in the World by Barbara Brown Taylor c2009 Reveals how we can see the sacred in our everyday lives.
The First Christmas by Marcus Borg & John Dominic Crossan c2007 Subtitled "What the Gospels
Really Teach About Jesus's Birth, this book places the lessons of the birth in context with the modern
World.

Don’t Miss the Fun!
Watch the Church Bulletin for Any Time Changes
November
22 Angel Tree in Sanctuary
28 Deck the Halls @4:00pm
Annual Turkey Supper @5:30pm
Stairwell Carollers @7:30pm
29 Advent 1: Communion
Angel Tree in Sanctuary
Mitten Tree in Narthex
December
1 UCW Potluck Dinner @6:00pm
6 Advent 2: Lessons & Carols

White Gift Sunday
Kindle A Flame @7:00pm
13 Advent 3: Church School
Pageant
20 Advent 4: Family Service
24 Christmas Eve Services
Family Service @7:00pm
Communion @11:00pm
Office Closed @ 12:00
25 & 26 Christmas & Boxing
Day Church Closed
27 Family Service

January
1 New years Day: Church
Closed
3 Dedication of Pledges
10 Reception of New Members/
Communion
New Members Breakfast
@8:45am
24 Stone Soup
29– 31 Family/Adult Ski
Trip
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Letters, Epistles, Dispatches, etc.
Iain J. McGilveray

In preparing to downsize, we have
come upon a host of family and
friend‘s letters written from the 60‘s to
November 2009
80‘s and begin to realize how the advent of cheap telephone calls and the
internet have minimized such correspondence. The letters from family, of
course, relate small successes, failures,
births, marriages and sad deaths-with
WUC Annual
all stages between. Some of the letters
Turkey Dinner were marvelously descriptive of excurNovember 28 @ 5:30 sions and others emitting the excitement of new loves and new dwellings.
Turkey, Dressing, Gravy Many communications from male relaPotatoes, Turnips, Peas, tives were laconic.
Cranberry Sauce
Letters from famous people have
described their triumphs and tragedies.
Pies
Winston Churchill‘s WWII memos
!!YUM YUM!!
―Action this day‖ were major historical
$10/ Person
documents and the correspondence
Children 11 & Under with FDR, certainly revealing of their
Free
common cause. Winston‘s letters to his
wife Clementine reveal his many strugTickets a/v at coffee
gles in the 30s and later, in a tumultuhour or from the
ous relationship. Lucy Maude Montchurch office.
gomery, who wrote so positively about
Don’t Miss the
Anne of Green Gables and other ficFellowship!
tional young women, reveals in her
correspondence a tragic life with an
unstable husband and Charles Dickens
Wanted
correspondence also reveals his struggles and Victorian hypocrisy. Jane
Used Skates
Austen, Lord Byron and John Keats
Often Outreach is letters reveal their art and personalities.
asked for used skates. Sadly, such correspondence from modWith Christmas right ern writers, if not deleted, will mostly
around the corner, what be lost on hard drives.
a great gift your used
Possibly when the telegraph was
skates would be.
widely
applied, Victorian society
Please leave them with
prophesied the demise of letters-and
Jan.
certainly telegraphese became ram-

pant. Now we have Text messaging
and Twitter with 150 to180 character limitations, leading to new acronyms and fractured syntax. Perhaps
the last survivor of correspondence
will be the family ―Christmas letter‖
informing friends of triumphs and
sometimes (but rarely) failures. This
is a true art form-to write family annals without giving much away.
But what about letters and our
Christian heritage? Letters were
important to the early church. Apparently St. Paul‘s epistles to early
Christian churches are the oldest
parts in the New Testament and they
reveal early schisms, suggesting that
Christian communities today are not
much different over two millenia,
with strong human personalities impacting on the organization. In the
letters, St. Paul lays down some
laws as well as providing other advice and Corinthians 13 defining
Love (sometimes ―charity‖) is one
of the best known passages ―Love is
patient and kind; love is not jealous
or boastful; it is not arrogant or rude.
Love does not insist on its own way;
it is not irritable or resentful.‖ and
culminates in the phrase ―So faith,
hope, love abide, these three; but the
greatest of these is love.‖
In the sometimes stressful Christmas season, this letter of St Paul‘s
can perhaps remind family members
not to be too swift in critique or
complaint when events unfold which
are not always to their liking. Merry
Christmas to all and sing out carols
with the Good News.

Patience with others is Love, Patience with self is Hope, Patience with God is Faith.
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Adel Bestaros
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Santa Comes to Bobby

The W.U.C. Uniter

Jill Hayden
I remember my first Christmas adventure
with Grandma. I was just a kid. I remember
tearing across town on my bike to visit her
on the day my big sister dropped the bomb:
"There is no Santa Claus," she jeered. "Even
dummies know that!" My Grandma was
not the gushy kind, never had been. I fled to
her that day because I knew she would be
straight with me. I knew Grandma always
told the truth, and I knew that the truth always went down a whole lot easier when
swallowed with one of her "world-famous"
cinnamon buns. I knew they were worldfamous, because Grandma said so. It had to
be true.
Grandma was home, and the buns were
still warm. Between bites, I told her everything. She was ready for me. "No Santa
Claus?" she snorted.... "Ridiculous! Don't
believe it. That rumour has been going
around for years, and it makes me mad,
plain mad!! Now, put on your coat, and let's
go."
" Go? Go where, Grandma?" I asked. I
hadn't even finished my Second Worldfamous cinnamon bun. "Where" turned out
to be Kerby's General Store, the one store in
town that had a little bit of just about everything. As we walked through its doors,
Grandma handed me ten dollars. That was a
bundle in those days. "Take this money,"
she said, "and buy something for someone
who needs it. I'll wait for you in the car."
Then she turned and walked out of Kerby's.
I was only eight years old. I'd often gone
shopping with my mother, but never had I
shopped for anything all by myself. The
store seemed big and crowded, full of people scrambling to finish their Christmas
shopping. For a few moments I just stood
there, confused, clutching that ten-dollar
bill, wondering what to buy, and who on
earth to buy it for. I thought of everybody I

knew: my family, my friends, my
neighbours, the kids at school, the
people who went to my church. I
was just about thought out, when I
suddenly thought of Bobby Decker.
He was a kid with bad breath and
messy hair, and he sat right behind
me in Mrs . Pollock's grade-two
class.
Bobby Decker didn't have a
coat. I knew that because he never
went out to recess during the winter. His mother always wrote a
note, telling the teacher that he had
a cough, but all we kids knew that
Bobby Decker didn't have a cough;
he didn't have a good coat. I fingered the ten-dollar bill with growing excitement. I would buy Bobby
Decker a coat! I settled on a red
corduroy one that had a hood to
it. It looked real warm, and he
would like that.
"Is this a Christmas present for
someone?" the lady behind the
counter asked kindly, as I laid my
ten dollars down. "Yes, ma'am," I
replied shyly. "It's for Bobby." The
nice lady smiled at me, as I told her
about how Bobby really needed a
good winter coat. I didn't get any
change, but she put the coat in a
bag, smiled again, and wished me a
Merry Christmas.
That evening, Grandma helped
me wrap the coat (a little tag fell
out of the coat, and Grandma
tucked it in her Bible) in Christmas
paper and ribbons and wrote, "To
Bobby, From Santa Claus" on it .
Grandma said that Santa always
insisted on secrecy. Then she drove
me over to Bobby Decker's house,
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explaining as we went that I was
now and forever officially, one
of Santa's helpers.
Grandma parked down the
street from Bobby's house, and
she and I crept noiselessly and
hid in the bushes by his front
walk. Then Grandma gave me a
nudge. "All right, Santa Claus,"
she whispered, "get going." I
took a deep breath, dashed for
his front door, threw the present
down on his step, pounded his
door and flew back to the safety
of the bushes and Grandma. Together we waited breathlessly in
the darkness for the front door to
open. Finally it did, and there
stood Bobby.
Fifty years haven't dimmed
the thrill of those moments spent
shivering, beside my Grandma,
in Bobby Decker's bushes. That
night, I realized that those awful
rumours about Santa Claus were
just what Grandma said they
were, ridiculous.
Santa was
alive and well, and we were on
his team.
I still have the Bible, with the
coat tag tucked inside: $19.95.
May you always have LOVE to
share, HEALTH to spare and
FRIENDS that care. And may
you always believe in the magic
of Santa Claus!

O Lord, breathe on me your divine wisdom, so when I come across impossible challenges today, I may know
knowledge and understanding. Amen.
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Sewing and Quilting Group
Lenora Hansen, Treasurer
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A Vote of Thanks
to the
Membership
Relations
Committee
Pete & Willie Curd
On Sunday, November 2,
we attended the Seniors &
Friends Fellowship Luncheon after church, which
was very well attended by
66 people + ‗kitchen helpers‘..
We were served a
choice of two soups, sandwiches, cheese, vegetables
and home made desserts
(butter tarts and cookies).
Later as we enjoyed a
cup of tea or coffee we
were entertained by an excellent quartet ―Play It
Again‖, thanks to Dave
Chaplin.
The Membership Relations Committee and many
helpers must be thanked
once more for all they do
to make our church a place
of caring and fellowship.
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I was surprised this year at bazaar time to be asked whether the
funds the Sewing and Quilting
Group (hereafter called the
―Sewing Group‖ or just ―the
Group‖) raises at the bazaar go to
the Church (ie: to the bazaar total)
or whether the money stays with
the Sewing Group. I was asked
the same question about our table
at the UCW Christmas Women‘s
Pot-Luck Dinner.
After some discussion, and consideration of the ―outsider‘s‖ point
of view, I can see how the confusion might arise. I have been
asked to try to provide some brief
answers.
The Bazaar: For the past 2
years, we have been paired with
―Linens‖ for the bazaar. The funds
raised at our table have been reported as part of the overall funds
raised
under the heading of
―Linens‖ This explains why, despite running our own table and
cash box, we do not appear as a
separate entity on the bazaar summary sheet. In ‘09 we raised
$558.00, but this amount was reported only as part of Linen‘s
overall total. The same happened
in ‘08.
UCW Christmas Dinner: initially, this money goes to the Sew-

ing Group, and appears in our
books. However, each December
and June (well, sometimes it‘s
January and September) we make a
donation to the Church: this is a
longstanding tradition of the Sewing Group. We have also occasionally made other donations to the
Church as funds allow. The money
we keep back is reserved for supplies for the Group: these help
fund projects for the next year‘s
bazaar.
One of our biggest projects this
year has been sorting through the
(some very old) materials in dusty
old cardboard boxes upstairs in the
room where the nursery school
children sleep. From our funds, we
have been buying suitable clear
plastic boxes to store what is left.
The UCW Dinner is our sole
source of funds for the year. But
one way or another, even these
funds eventually go back to the
Church.
A Word of Thanks - There are
several people from outside our
Group who donate items to sell
each year at bazaar time. We appreciate the time, talent, and fine
work of all these folks. In particular, I would like to thank Dianna
Baird and Shirley Hockin for their
support over the years.

Did You Know…
Did you know that there is a UCW Library in the Friendship Room?
Included are interesting stories and devotional material. The books are
available to all and may be borrowed using the sign-out sheet. The
most recent addition is 'Everyday Parables' by James Taylor.
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Christmas Outreach at Woodroffe
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Don Partridge
I often wonder how confusing it must be for new
comers and the children of Woodroffe to understand
some of the activities which the congregation undertakes as Christmas approaches. They see a Christmas
tree that grows mittens and another where people remove paper angels and take them home. They see
travellers putting hotel soap and shampoos in the food
box. They see kids and adults bringing in their old
skates? They are introduced to a strange phenomena
called the ―White Gift‖. It must be all very confusing.
What they do not see is the 55 to 65 families who
come to the Church and register for assistance at
Christmas. Also invisible are the diligent knitters who
are hard at work making items like mitts and scarves
which form part of the packages which the Outreach
Volunteers put together for each family. They see
Mom looking at an Angel from the tree and saying out
loud, ―What am I going to get for a 14-16 year boy?‖
They do not see the Outreach volunteer combine
items from the mitten tree, an age appropriate gift
from the angel tree and the white gifts. In addition to
the care package of soap, shampoo, toothpaste and
toothbrushes, what they do not see is the food voucher
which each family receives. What they also do not see
is that each of these families are vetted through the
Christmas Exchange to ensure that the family has not
registered elsewhere.
Christmas 2009 will be a tough year for many
families dealing with under- employment, unemploy-
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ment and uncertain employment. At least, this
year , families will not be dealing with stresses
brought about by last year‘s transit strike.
What the kids and the newcomers will not see
are the food hampers which Outreach funds at
some of the food banks and the 24 extra families
who were surprised to received food vouchers
from Woodroffe after having registered with the
Christmas Exchange and been told that it had exhausted its funds.
What is easier to understand is the story which
Elsie Lynch told me yesterday. She said to me: ―I
will never forget the unmitigated joy in the eyes
of an eight year-old girl who declared, as she tried
on her first-ever pair of white figure skates: ‗They
fit! Are they really for me?!‘ ‖
As I write this, the Outreach Committee will
be meeting in a couple of days to set out our plans
and budget for Christmas. We do so based on
faith of the congregation‘s continued, very substantial, support of the wonderful but very confusing Christmas Outreach program at Woodroffe.

Things You Should Know, But Probably Don’t…..

Deborah Merritt

1. Money isn't made out of paper. It's made out of cotton.
2. Chocolate affects a dog's heart and nervous system; a few ounces will kill a small sized dog
3. The dot over the letter 'i' is called a 'tittle'.
4. A raisin dropped in a glass of fresh champagne will bounce up and down continuously from the bottom
of the glass to the top.
5. Ketchup was sold in the 1830's as medicine.
6. 40 % of McDonald's profits come from the sales of Happy Meals.
7. 315 entries in Webster's 1996 Dictionary were misspelled.
8. The 'spot' on 7-UP comes from its inventor, who had red eyes. He was albino.
9. On average, 12 newborns will be given to the wrong parents, daily.
10. Warren Beatty and Shirley MacLaine are brother and sister.
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Outreach Christmas Hampers
Outreach Committee
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How You Can Help…
Small items of soap,
shampoo, conditioner,
hand cream, toothpaste,
toothbrushes, combs,
disposable razors, shaving
cream, etc. can now be
placed in the food box in
the Narthex or given to
Ruth Cooper or Faye
Parker.
Knitters please get out
your wool and needles and
knit ―sox‖, mitts, hats, and
scarves.
A n g e l
Tree - make
sure you and
your family
take home an
angel
(or
several) from
the angel tree and purchase
a suitable white gift. Buy
socks for the men and
boys!
Donations to t he
Outreach Program can be
placed in your envelopes
and labelled OUTREACH.
The Outreach Committee
appreciates the ongoing
help of the congregation
for all its‘ projects.
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At this time of year the Outreach Committee is busy planning
all its‘ Christmas projects. The
telephone assistants are accepting
names for food vouchers. Toiletry
items are being collected for
adults. Ladies are knitting mitts,
hats and scarves for the mitten
tree. The trees will be in the Narthex at the end of November.
Last year 40 families at the Carling Family Shelter were given a
white gift suitable for each child.
Mitts for the children, toiletries
and socks for the adults were also
included.
Requests for food vouchers are

verified through the Christmas Exchange so that there are no duplicates. Families come to the church
two Saturdays in December to pick
up their vouchers. These families
also receive suitable white gifts for
each child. Mitts, hats and scarves
are given to the girls and mitts, hats
and socks to the boys and teenagers. The adults are given a small
bag of toiletries.
Last year the Committee provided for 65 families (about 120
adults and 125 children), as well as
providing funds to Britannia
Woods and Foster Farms food centres for Christmas hampers.

WUC Mont Blanc Ski &
Unwind Weekend 2010
Whether you are 1 or 101 this Weekend Getaway is for you!!
Come to relax, come to ski, come to eat or come to enjoy a time of fellowship with Folks from the Woodroffe Church Family.
There are 2, 3 & 4 day packages available including: lodging, full
breakfast, gourmet dinners, day ski lift ticket to Mont Blanc & free access
to the indoor swimming pool, hot tub, steam baths and saunas.
Famous for value and great skiing, Mont Blanc has loads of Winter
fun. Enjoy over 40 ski trails, a variety of onsite ski-in/ski-out condominiums, a rustic ski hotel, late night mountain snowshoeing, snowboarding
parks, ski lessons, kids magic carpet and bunny trails, spa facilities including 2 pools, hot tubs, saunas, steam baths, a fire pit (the perfect place
to sit, relax and enjoy a good book) and massage services.
Kids will go crazy for the region's only giant indoor play park, Jungle
Magique. They won't want to leave the massive labyrinth of tubes, slides,
nets, ball pits, and other fun features and activities. Jungle Magique also
has a separate section just for toddlers - safety is a top priority!
Babysitting services are available.
There truly is something for everyone. Information & registration
forms are available in the Church office or in the Banquet Hall following
the Service. Deposits are due by Dec. 6, 2009.
For Details Contact Phil or Tonja Aldis at 613-608-5369 or
paldis1@yahoo.com
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2009-10 Concert Series at Woodroffe
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Jamie Hockin
The 2009-10 Concert Series at Woodroffe United Church features
singers and musicians from Ottawa and the valley. All concerts are fund
raisers for the musicians and for the Woodroffe United Church music
fund. The music fund is used to enrich all aspects of music at Woodroffe
United Church and to support the church's community outreach programs.
The church is also the rehearsal home to Suzart Productions, Ottawa's family oriented musical theatre company. A number of joint
fundraisers round out the musical offerings.
The remainder of the season includes:
 The Stairwell Carollers on Saturday November 28 at 7:30 pm
 Kraig-Paul and Friends on Saturday January 23 at 7:00 pm
 The Strings of St. John's on Saturday March 13 at 8:00 pm
 The National Capital Concert Band and Guests on Saturday April 10
at 7:30 pm
 Suzart Cabaret on Saturday April 17 at 7:00 pm
 The Canterbury High School Alumni Choir on Saturday May 15 at
7:30 pm

Suzart Dinner Theatre on August 5-6-7 and 12-13-14
If you wish to be placed on the Concert Series e-mail list, you may
sign up at woodroffeunited.org/concerts. Please invite your friends to
sign up as well. We will not use the list for anything else. Three e-mail
subscribers will receive two free tickets to any performance in the 201011 Woodroffe United Church Concert Series. Names will be drawn at
the May 15 concert.
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Joy to the earth!
The Saviour reigns:
Let men their songs employ,
While fields and floods,
rocks, hills and plains
Repeat the sounding joy.
No more let sins and sorrows
grow,
Nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make His
blessings flow
Far as the curse is found.
He rules the world with truth
and grace,
And makes the nations prove
The glories of His
righteousness,
And wonders of His love.
Hymn 158, 2, 3, 4.

Help Keep Food on the Table!
Outreach Committee
It is the custom at Woodroffe United Church on the first Sunday of every month to collect food for the
two Food Centres - Britannia Woods and Foster Farm. These centres are part of the Ottawa Food Bank
network and receive some of their food each week from the Central Supply. Woodroffe has several
members who volunteer each Monday morning to receive this food and stock the shelves.
The food the congregation donates provides extras for those who would otherwise go without. Items
for lunches - jam, jello, and canned fruit are all welcome additions. Money from the Outreach fund also
helps to buy extra food, replace worn out fridges and freezers, cleaning help and general maintenance.
The baskets for donations will be out the first Sunday of each month. Please add a can or two to your
weekly grocery order. Any non-perishable food will be welcome.
This year 3 new energy efficient freezers were purchased for Britannia Woods. Plans are in place to
replace 2 old refrigerators.
Thanks very much for your continuing support.
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2009 Woodrofffe United Bazaar
Bruce and Marlene Patrick
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Alphabet II
Lenora Hansen
Alone I ponder,
Beyond words,
Conflict and crises
Disturb my soul.
Earth is in danger
From many sides,
Gigantic forces
Herald total destruction.
Instead of brotherhood,
Justice, and peace,
Kill and war
Lives as the norm.
Men of all faith…
Nations so blind…
Open your eyes!
Perceive what you do.
Queens and kings…
Rulers and Lords…
Settle your differences!
Tempt not Fate.
Useless, my words fall.
Victory at any cost
Will destroy us all.
Xrays fly unleashed
Yielding total destruction.
Zero hour is at hand.
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T‘was the night before the Bazaar and all through Woodroffe
United, folks were scurrying to set
up their booths‘ so that the multitude of treasures would be seen in
their best lights. Price tags were
being fixed in place; knitting was
being admired; fabric was being
artistically draped over the church
pews; books were being alphabetized; and on and on. What an
amazing whirlwind of activity took
place that last week before the bazaar.
What would we have done without our faithful church custodian
Pat Pearson who kept the church
clean and in tip top shape throughout. Or our ‗night watchman‘
Steve Mairs who guarded the treasures in the deep of the night.
Marlene and I would like to
thank everyone who helped out
with the amazing WUC Bazaar
2009 on October 24. What a great
Church and wider-Community ef-

fort. I am always amazed by the
number of people who help,
even those who don't regularly
attend our church. The list is
long -- those who donate goods,
and baking; those who are table
conveners and table-helpers; the
on-site security and parking on
the day of the sale; the child
minding to ease the burden on
volunteers; those who help with
table set-up and pick-up of
items ahead of time; the treasurer and his helpers; the list just
goes on and on. And let‘s not
forget the ‗after Bazaar‘ effort
to clean up the church and recycle all the unsold items. ALL of
these tasks take time and effort
and planning and it is a complete Church and Community
effort.
Thanks everyone for your
support i n m aki ng t he
Woodroffe Bazaar 2009 such a
success!

Isn’t It Strange

Marilyn Sloan

Isn't it strange...how a 20 dollar bill seems like such a large amount
when you donate it to church, but such a small amount when you go
shopping?
Isn't it strange...how 2 hours seem so long when you're at church, and
how short they seem when you're watching a good movie?
Isn't it strange...that you can't find a word to say when you're praying,
but you have no trouble thinking what to talk about with a friend?
Isn't it strange...how difficult it is to learn a fact about God to share it
with others; but how easy it is to learn, understand, extend and repeat
gossip?
Isn't it strange...how we believe everything that magazines and newspapers say, but we question the words in the Bible?
Isn't it strange...how everyone wants a place in heaven, but they don't
want to believe, do, or say anything to get there?
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Spook the Halls
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Shirley Hockin
The halls of Woodroffe echoed
with haunting harmonies on October
30, Halloween eve, as a host of Ottawa organists treated audience members to spooky tunes in a concert supporting RCCO (Royal Canadian College of Organists) scholarship programs for young organists.
The concert—the second in
Woodroffe‘s 2009-10 series—opened
with the granddaddy of macabre
melodies, Bach‘s Toccata and Fugue
in D Minor, which is guaranteed to
make the hair stand up on the back of
your neck. A series of pieces that followed evoked the gargoyles and dungeons of Notre Dame Cathedral.
Woodroffe‘s own Katarina Jovic
made our skin crawl with Spiders, an
excerpt from Harry Potter and the
Chamber of Secrets. And the audience was encouraged to join in singing a ―scarol,‖ the Seven Days of
Halloween, in which the gifts were
not turtle doves and gold rings, but
sticky spiders, trick-or-treaters, centi-

pedes, wicked witches, creepy
cats, giggly gargoyles and an owl in
a rotten oak tree.
Between musical selections, audience members, some of whom
were in costume, listened to rueful
readings by host Janis Perkin from
the Ottawa Public Library. The evening finished in spooktacular style
as Gilles Leclerc was handed a
sealed envelope containing a musical theme, the Hogwarts Hymn,
which he then proceeded to improvise on for a full five minutes. After
the concert, ghouls and guests
moved to the banquet hall to enjoy
some Halloween treats.
Next up in our concert series is a
program of Christmas music by the
Stairwell Carollers on Saturday,
November 28 at 7:30 p.m. Tickets
can be purchased after the service
on Sunday or during the week from
the church office .

Angels Explained By Children
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HAPPY
ANNIVERSARY!
Joyce & Roy Spence—Oct 4
Vija &Rolf Kluchert – Oct 30
Jan & Peter Lougheed—Dec 18
Deb & Wayne Lester – Dec 23
Many Thanks to all who make
the WUC Uniter
so unique and
special!
Deb Lester
dklester@rogers.com
Kerrylee Faulnker

I only know the names of two angels, Hark and Harold.
Gregory, 5
Everybody's got it all wrong. Angels don't wear halos anymore. I forget why, but scientists are working on it. Olive, 9
It's not easy to become an angel! First, you die. Then you go to Heaven, and then there's
still the flight training to go through. And then you got to agree to wear those angel
clothes. Matthew, 9
Angels work for God and watch over kids when God has to go do something else.
Mitchell, 7
My guardian angel helps me with math, but he's not much good for science.
Henry, 8
Angels don't eat, but they drink milk from Holy Cows!!!
Jack, 6
Angels talk all the way while they're flying you up to heaven. The main subject is where
you went wrong before you got dead. Daniel, 9
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My Christmas Card List
Dorothy Reynolds
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“Special Delivery”
Gwen Moore
There‘s a worn old wagon,
That is used once a year
To take Christmas gifts
To the ones held dear.
Wrap up the packages
Tie them with string
And smile at the joy
These treasures will bring.
The sweater for Uncle
Bought at the store
A crate filled with kittens
For the twins next door.
A tin filled with candy for
cousin Sue.
And then there is the package I
am bringing to you.
Load the old wagon, add a new
red bow
And lead off like St. Nick
Through the woods, white with
snow.

Helpful Tip
After cleaning outdoor garbage
cans, toss in dry laundry detergent to repel flies, etc.
Gwen Moore
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I have a list of friends I know, all written in a book,
And every year, when Christmas comes, I go and take a look.
And that is when I realize that these names are a part
Not of the book they‘re written in, but of my very heart.
For each name stands for someone who has passed my path sometime.
And in that meeting they‘ve become the rhythm in each rhyme.
And while it sounds fantastic for me to make this claim,
I really feel that I‘m composed of each remembered name.
And while you may not be aware of any special link,
Just meeting you has changed my life a lot more than you think.
For once I‘ve met somebody, the years cannot erase
The memory of a pleasant word or a friendly face.
So never think my Christmas cards are just a mere routine
Of names upon a Christmas list, forgotten in between.
For when I send a Christmas card that is addressed to you
It‘s because you are on the list of folks whom I‘m indebted to.
For I am but the total of the many folks I‘ve met
And for you happen to be one of those I prefer not to forget.
For whether I have known you for many years or few,
In some way you have made a part in shaping things I do.
And every year when Christmas comes, I realize anew,
The best gift life can offer is meeting folks like you.
And may the spirit of Christmas, that forever endures,
Leave its richest blessings in the hearts of you and yours.

Awwww, Come On….

Pat Cuthbert
A little boy was waiting for his mother to come out of the grocery
store. As he waited, he was approached by a man who asked, "Son,
can you tell me where the Post Office is?"
The little boy replied, "Sure! Just go straight down this street a
coupla blocks and turn to your right."
The man thanked the boy kindly and said, "I'm the new pastor in
town. I'd like for you to come to church on Sunday. I'll show you
how to get to Heaven."
The little boy replied with a chuckle. "Awww, come on... you don't
even know the way to the Post Office."
Advent 2009

Church School News
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Trish Hassard
Our Church School now has a Children and Youth Program Development
Assistant. Her name is Melissa Martin
and she will be helping the teachers
and Reverend Jan with our program
this year. Melissa is from Oshawa
Ontario, where she was a member of
Simcoe Street United Church, but she
is now living in Ottawa and going to
University. Melissa is working towards her BA Honours in History at
Carleton and plans to enter Teacher‘s
College after that. She has lots of energy and experience with children and
enjoys helping young people build
confidence in their ability to achieve,
spiritually, academically and socially.
The Church School got off to a
good start this year with a dedicated

band of teachers and a great group
of children. We had an Open
House in September to show off our
cheerful, child friendly premises
and to welcome the congregation to
the ―Upper Room‖!
This term we are learning Jacob
and then Moses and their trials and
triumphs in Egypt. When Moses
led the Israelites out of Egypt, the
children re-created the parting of
the Red Sea with shaving cream!
This year‘s Christmas pageant is
called ―That Special Night‖ and it
will form a special part of the service on Sunday, December 13,
2009. As we enter the Advent season, the preparations, as well as the
excitement begin.

In These Few Moments

November 2009

God speaks:
―I am the breeze that
nurtures all things
green…
I am the rain coming
from the dew that
causes the grasses to
laugh with joy of life…
I am the yearning for
good.‖
Hildegard of Bingen
Jane Staples-Campbell

My mother and I walk through the rooms of her house. She says nothing aloud, but her face is eloquent. In these few moments, the memories weave a poignancy that is so palpable, it is as if the clock
had stopped. Ten years ago, I went travelling through Spain with her on a sunny mother-daughter adventure and we laughed our way across the landscape. Seeing her zest for life prompted me to embrace life ,
too. These days, she is confined by her illness to two rooms. Today, joining us in the dining room for
Christmas dinner is a pilgrimage to her heart.
As the meal is finished, we watch silently as she stands up slowly and wordlessly looks at the photos
around the room, the desk and all the personal symbols of our family life. The Christmas tree shimmers
in the background.
She goes into the kitchen and pauses, as if replaying every Christmas dinner she ever prepared, not
minding the chaotic mess of pots and pans everywhere. At that moment, the chaos was beautiful. It was
more that the kitchen was the soul of the house. She, the soul of our family.
Conversation at table had stopped, suspended as we watched her. Following, I felt simultaneously
like a child of four and the worried middle-aged daughter who now looked after my mother. I watched
her with a mixture of anxiety over the future and gratitude for the past.
Still saying nothing, she walked into the living room and ran her fingers ever so softly over the piano
and her favourite antique table, before gazing at the fireplace. At that instant, I knew that she was saying
goodbye to her beloved home. Though we all knew that she would be gone before spring, in these few
hushed moments, we had Christmas together.
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Creative Puns for Educated Minds
Carol Cameron
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To us a Child of hope is born,
To us a Son is given,
And on His shoulder ever rests,
All power in earth and heaven.
His Name shall be the Prince of
Peace,
The Everlasting Lord,
The Wonderful, the Counsellor,
The God by all adored.
His righteous government and
power
Shall over all extend;
On judgment and on justice
based,
His reign shall have no end.
Lord Jesus, reign in us, we pray,
And make us Thine alone,
Who with the Father ever art
And Holy Spirit, One.
Hymn 155

The Greatest Gift
of All
Paul Curtis
If you seek a special gift
The greatest gift of all
Don‘t look beneath your tree
It was never there at all
The greatest Christmas gift
Was given to us all
The Christ child in a manger
In a lowly cattle stall.
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1. The roundest knight at King Arthur's round table was Sir Cumference. He acquired his size from too much pi.
2. I thought I saw an eye doctor on an Alaskan island, but it turned
out to be an optical Aleutian.
3. A rubber band pistol was confiscated from algebra class because it
was a weapon of math disruption.
4. The butcher backed into the meat grinder and got a little behind in
his work.
5. No matter how much you push the envelope, it'll still be stationery.
6. Two silk worms had a race. They ended up in a tie.
7. Two hats were hanging on a hat rack in the hallway. One hat said to
the other, "You stay here; I'll go on a head."
8. A chicken crossing the road is poultry in motion.

Think about this. You may not realize it,
but it's 100% true…..
Tom Montgomery
1. At least 2 people in this world love you so much they would die
for you.
2. At least 15 people in this world love you in some way.
3. A smile from you can bring happiness to anyone, even if they
don't like you.
4. Every night, SOMEONE thinks about you before they go to
sleep.
5. You mean the world to someone.
6. If not for you, someone may not be living.
7. You are special and unique.
8. When you think you have no chance of getting what you want,
you probably won't get it, but if you trust God to do what's best, and
wait on His time, sooner or later, you will get it or something better.
9. When you make the biggest mistake ever, something good can
still come from it.
10. When you think the world has turned its back on you, take a
look: you most likely turned your back on the world.
11. Someone that you don't even know exists loves you.
12. Always remember the compliments you received. Forget about
the rude remarks.
13 . Always tell someone how you feel about them; you will feel
much better when they know and you'll both be happy .
14. If you have a great friend, take the time to let them know that
they are great.
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The Pastors Cat
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Tanya Drew
This particular story just made me
laugh. Every time I think about it, the
vision of that poor cat just amuses me to
no end. Hope the story leaves a bright
spot in your day.
Dwight Nelson recently told a true
story about the pastor of his church. He
had a kitten that climbed up a tree in his
backyard and then was afraid to come
down. The pastor coaxed, offered warm
milk, etc. The kitty would not come
down. The tree was not sturdy enough
to climb, so the pastor decided that if he
tied a rope to his car and pulled it until
the tree bent down, he could then reach
up and get the kitten.
That's what he did, all the while
checking his progress in the car. He then
figured if he went just a little bit further,
the tree would be bent sufficiently for
him to reach the kitten. But as he moved
the car a little further forward, the rope
broke. The tree went 'boing!' and the
kitten instantly sailed through the air –
out of sight.
The pastor felt terrible. He walked all
over the neighbourhood asking people if
they'd seen a little kitten. No. Nobody
had seen a stray kitten. So he prayed,
'Lord, I just commit this kitten to your

keeping,' and went on about his business.
A few days later he was at the grocery store, and met one of his church
members. He happened to look into
her shopping cart and was amazed to
see cat food. This woman was a cat
hater and everyone knew it, so he
asked her, Why are you buying cat
food when you hate cats so much?'
She replied, 'You won't believe this,'
and then told him how her little girl
had been begging her for a cat, but
she kept refusing. Then a few days
later, the child had begged again, so
the Mom finally told her little girl,
'Well, if God gives you a cat, I'll let
you keep it.' She told the pastor, 'I
watched my child go out in the yard,
get on her knees, and ask God for a
cat. And really, Pastor, you won't believe this, but I saw it with my own
eyes. A kitten suddenly came flying
out of the blue sky, with its paws
outspread, and landed right in front of
her.'
Lesson learned: Never underestimate the Power of God and His
unique sense of humour.
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Older Than Dirt Quiz:
How Many Do You
Remember?
1. Blackjack chewing
gum
2. Candy cigarettes
3. Soda pop machines
that dispensed glass
bottles
4. Coffee shops or diners with tableside juke
boxes
5 . Home milk delivery
in glass bottles with
cardboard stoppers
6. Party lines on the
telephone
7. Newsreels before
the movie
0-4 = Just a ―Kid‖
6+ = ―Golden Oldie‖
Frank Hylarides

Begin with Advent, the four weeks before Christmas. It is a time of preparation, waiting and
hope. The Advent liturgy resounds with the longing cries of the Hebrew prophets, the voice of Jesus, and
John the Baptist's preaching that the Lord is near. Hear their message still ringing through today's dark winters. The brief meditations on the Gospels for the Sundays of Advent found in this section may help you listen to their voices.
Among the customs of Advent, the Advent wreath is probably the most important. Lighting the Advent
candles each day with a prayer can prepare your household for Christmas. For children, an Advent calendar
marking off the days before Christmas can be an aid for living the season.
And since Santa Claus suddenly appears everywhere at this time, why not remember the saint who is
likely his original-- St. Nicholas, whose feast day is December 6th? His example of quiet, generous giving is
worth recalling, especially for children.
Victor Hoagland, C.P.
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“Ask Joe” Column
Joe Smarkala
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In Memory
(since our last Newsletter)
Adam Dickie
Florence Graves
Marion Baldwin
Don Armstrong
Dallas Hassall
Marion Pritchard
Rowena Lundman
Irene Walker
Peter Macleod
Lucille Muir
I am home in Heaven, dear ones;
Oh, so happy and so bright!
There is perfect joy and beauty,
In this everlasting light.

Question: Dear Joe,
Once again, Woodroffe‘s annual Bazaar was an
outstanding success. Can you tell me where the
word ‗bazaar‘ came from? Thanks in advance
Signed, Big Spender
Answer: Dear Spender,
I too for a number of reasons love the bazaar. It brings together
the entire Woodroffe community. Kudos are extended to all who
participated with special kudos to Bruce Patrick for leading the
team. The treasurer was wondering whether we could have one
every month.
The word ‘bazaar’ has it’s origin from Persia meaning ‘the
place of prices’. No place better than Woodroffe’s bazaar where
TV’s were going for $15. In North America, the term can be used
as a synonym for a "rummage sale", to describe charity fundraising
events held by churches or other community organizations, in which
donated, used goods, such as books, clothes, and household items
are sold for low prices, or else the goods may be new and handcrafted (or home-baked), as at a church's Christmas bazaar.
The Grand Bazaar in Istanbul is one of the largest and oldest
markets in the world, with more than 58 covered streets and over
1,200 shops which attract between 250,000 and 400,000 visitors
daily. Opened in 1461, it is well known for its jewelry, pottery,
spice, and carpet shops. Many of the stalls in the bazaar are
grouped by the type of goods, with special areas for leather coats,
gold jewelry and the like. It’s only slightly bigger than our
Woodroffe bazaar.

Just Maybe….

Pat Cuthbert

1. Maybe . . . we were supposed to meet the wrong people before meeting the right one so that, when we finally meet the right person, we will know how to be grateful for that gift.
2. Maybe . . . when the door of happiness closes, another opens; but, often times, we look so long at the
closed door that we don't even see the new one which has been opened for us.
3. Maybe . . . it is true that we don't know what we have until we lose it, but it is also true that we don't know
what we have been missing until it arrives.
4. Maybe . . . the happiest of people don't necessarily have the best of everything; they just make the most of
everything that comes along their way.
5. Maybe . . . the brightest future will always be based on a forgotten past; after all, you can't go on successfully in life until you let go of your past mistakes, failures and heartaches.
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