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Most people want to
serve God, but only in an
advisory position.

85th Anniversary
For several weeks now we at Woodroffe have
been talking about the upcoming 85th anniversary
celebrations of the United Church of Canada. Union
did not happen overnight. It was on April 21st, 1904
that the Joint Union Committee formed to discuss the
direction of various Canadian denominations, and
held its first meeting.
After many years of negotiations and discussions
The United Church of Canada Act determined that
The Presbyterian Church in Canada, The Methodist
Church, and the Congregational Churches of Canada
had concluded that they had the right to unite without
loss of their identity. Thus, by their free and independent action, through their governing bodies and in
accordance with their respective constitutions, they
united to form The United Church of Canada.
On June 10th, 1925, the union of the three
Churches was solemnly consummated in the Mutual
Street Arena, Toronto, in the presence of more than
8,000 members of the Church. The Basis of Union
was formally signed by the chief officers of the supreme courts of the uniting Churches. This historic
act was followed by prayer constituting the First General Council of The United Church of Canada (1925).
In 1968, by action of the Twenty-Second General
Council the union between The Evangelical United
Brethren Church and The United Church of Canada
took place. Among assets from the EUB is the
Golden Lake Camp. So often we think decision making in the church is a long drawn out process. And it
is. We can see from the very beginning, negotiations
were well thought out and much time was spent considering exactly what a union would accomplish.
Even after the many years of discussions and preparation for change not everyone was in agreement. A
clause was included in the final documents stating

SUMMER
2010

Blessings Jan Lougheed
that Congregations were given the right to decide, by
majority vote, not to enter the Union.
The theme for the 85th anniversary is based on I
Corinthians 10:17. Because there is one bread, we
who are many are one body, for we all partake of the
one bread. In the rich history of our church, I am
sure this could also have been the theme 85 years
ago. The prime common points in the initial venture
into union were that the church is the body of Christ
and the primary task of the church, in its uniting history is to spread the gospel.
The coordinating committee for the anniversary
celebrations from the National Church, asked the 13
regional Conferences to provide a 5kg bag of locally
milled flour to volunteers in Wilmot United Church
in Fredericton, New Brunswick. These bags of flour
were then mixed and small packages were made
from all the flour blended together. A package of
common loaf mix and a recipe for bannock was sent
to each congregation in the United Church of Canada.
Here at Woodroffe, Jamie Hockin added the other
necessary ingredients to prepare the bread for our
church‘s anniversary communion celebration on
June 6th. Bannock was chosen because it is part of
our Canadian heritage – from Canada‘s First Nations; to early settlers, hunters and trappers; to today‘s outback campers. As we prepared and broke
bread together on this anniversary Sunday, we were
invited to remember our historic roots. As we imagined other United Church congregations, from coast
to coast, sharing in this same ritual with a common
communion loaf may we reflected on the prime initial focus at the time of union - that the church is
the body of Christ and the primary task of the
church, in its uniting history is to spread the gospel.
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Knock, Knock I knocked at heaven's door this morning. God asked
me....'My child, what can I do for you?' And I said, 'Father, please
protect and bless the person reading this newsletter.' God smiled and
answered...'Request granted'.

Aunt Mary‘s Legacy: A Gift from the Past;
A Gift to the Future
Submitted by Joe Smarkala

Recently, Louise received a windfall. Her Aunt Mary died and left each of her nieces and nephews part of
her estate.
To Louise‘s surprise, even though Aunt Mary had always been very active at Hillside United Church—and
a big booster of the Mission and Service Fund (M&S)—she hadn‘t made any provision for either one in her
will. This puzzled Louise. She felt badly that Aunt Mary hadn‘t named the church in her will as testimony to
something that had been so important in her life. So Louise decided that she would do something about it.
Louise had recently attended a seminar presented by her region‘s United Church Financial Development
Officer. She remembered something about stripped bonds—that a stripped bond purchased today for a modest amount could provide a much bigger gift in the future. ―They are ideal for helping a congregation finance a
future project,‖ she remembered the Officer saying.
Hillside United had just completed some major repairs to its building and Louise knew that more repairs
would be needed again 15–20 years in the future. So she gave the Financial Development Officer a call.
And this is what she learned:
If she were to donate $15,000 of her inheritance to buy a stripped bond today, the congregation would receive approximately $30,000 at its maturity in 15 years. It might be perfect timing for more work on Hillside‘s
roof. Or perhaps by then the congregation will have identified another project or mission that the money could
support.
Louise could either purchase the bond herself and then donate it, or donate the cash directly to the United
Church, which would then purchase the stripped bond.
Either way, Louise would receive a donation receipt for the full cost of the bond ($15,000) and, assuming a
combined tax rate of 48%, would realize tax savings of $7,200 (48% of $15,000).
Louise was delighted to know that she could both honour her aunt's memory and create a legacy on her behalf.
Because of Aunt Mary's devotion to M&S, Louise wanted it to be part of the gift as well. So she decided to
name Hillside United Church as beneficiary for two thirds of the face value of the bond ($20,000) and M&S
for the remaining $10,000.
And the bonus! Louise thinks that there is a very good chance that she will be alive when the bond matures
in 15 years. God willing, she will take personal delight in seeing the gift going to work—and Aunt Mary‘s legacy bringing new life to the church.
*****
The minimum current value of a donated stripped bond is $5,000. For further information about a stripped
bond or any other type of legacy gift—bequest, gift annuity, life insurance—contact your Financial Development Officer, Paul Sales, Montreal and Ottawa Conference, The United Church of Canada, 6304 Paddler Way, Orléans,
Ontario K1C 2E7, Phone: (613) 841-9291, Email: psales@united-church.ca
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Woodroffe United Financial Review – End
of April 2010
Submitted by Joe Smarkala
I‘d like to thank everyone for their continued support of our
church, both financially and in volunteer support.
At the annual Congregational meeting held a couple of
months ago, the 2010 budget which estimated a surplus of about
$15,000 for the year was approved by those in attendance.
As of the end of April, 2010, our operating deficit is about
$3,644 which is about $30,000 lower than this time last year.
The reason for the lower deficit is due to having one less full
time minister here at Woodroffe.
Our total revenues for this year ($102,000) are nearly the
same as last year ($103,000). Envelope givings are down
slightly but are offset by higher Use of Building revenues.
Our total expenses for 2010 ($105,000) are about $31,000
lower than last year this time again due to lower personnel
costs. All of this information is available to you in detail with
the Admin and Finance Monthly statements posted in the Narthex.
Your support for both Mission & Service ($12,825) and Local Outreach ($9,259) continue to be very generous with both
being slightly higher than last year. And on top of this you‘ve
contributed over $15,000 this year to our Flush Fund to renovate our washrooms. We now have over $30,000 in this fund.
Thank you very much!
In summary, we‘ve had a great start to the year. Your continued support is essential to maintaining our church. We appreciate what you‘ve done this year and are confident that you
will continue this support for the rest of this year.
Why is it that our children are not allowed the bible in school,
but can have a bible in prison?
Why do I have to swear on the bible when in court, when the
TEN COMMANDENTS, cannot be displayed on the outside?
Submitted by Frank Hylarides

Save the church the money!! Join our
‗Email List‘ and receive your WUC Uniter
Newsletter on-line!!
Send me a note: dklester@rogers.com and
save the church postage!!
Woodroffe United Church
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New Look in the Church?
Have you noticed the beautiful new colourful banners, one of which is - The Be
Attitudes in the church? This creative banner has been designed and crafted by our
very own talented Diana Baird. If she isn't
singing in the choir, or looking after the
finances of the Membership Relations
Committee, she is traveling the world, or
making banners. All of us at Woodroffe
thank you Diana for the beautiful pieces of
art!

Church
Library
Update
It's not too soon to think about your
summer reading. Why not take a few
minutes to look at the display of books in
the library corner and browse the shelves.
For those who have suffered loss, the
book On the Road to Emmaus: a Travel
Guide Through Grief is a resource that
helps readers discover their own way to
work through grief.
The Children's Illustrated Bible is a
beautiful retelling of the stories of the
Bible. At the end of the book there is a
handy list of who's who in the stories.
Submitted by Don Mutch
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Harvest for God—Cultivate the Crops of
Peace and Justice
Submitted by Rev. Daniel Hayward

S U M ME R
2 0 10

Get Rid of
Mosquitoes!
Submitted by Doug Burke
This is for all you
happy campers and back
yard BBQ people, have a
great summer free of the
little pests!
Mosquito
Spray....Worth a try!
I was at a deck party
awhile back, and the bugs
were having a ball biting
everyone. A man at the
party sprayed the lawn
and deck floor with Listerine, and the little demons disappeared.
The next year I filled a
4-ounce spray bottle and
used it around my seat
whenever I saw mosquitoes. And voila! That
worked as well.
It worked at a picnic
where we sprayed the
area around the food table, the children's swing
area, and the standing water nearby.
During the summer, I
don't leave home without
it......Pass it on.

I‘m sure I have a lot in common
with many Woodroffe folks in the
amount of time I‘ve been spending in
the garden lately. I had been using the
excuse that frost was still a possibility,
and then it was suddenly near the end
of May and time was short to dig beds
and put in plants. So I spent the Victoria Day weekend lugging bags of topsoil around the yard, bending over a
shovel, and figuring out which plant
goes where.
All this gardening is taking place
around two big birthdays! No, not
mine, although it occurs at the end of
May too. Pentecost, which we celebrated on May 23rd, is the birthday of
the Church.
In the story told in the Acts of the
Apostles, a mighty wind rushes
through the house where the followers
of Jesus are gathered, and tongues like
fire rest upon them. They are filled
with the Holy Spirit, and spill out into
the streets to proclaim God‘s deeds of
power in every known language.
The Spirit came in wind and fire to
these ordinary people. They had never
done anything very significant in their
lives. Weeks before, they were in hiding. They had run away when Jesus
was arrested. Then the Spirit came,
and they shouted for all to hear that
Jesus is the risen Lord. Peter, who had
denied Jesus, stood and delivered a
sermon in public for the first time. The
Church was born.
Then these followers of Jesus went
out into the world, filled with burning
love, healing and teaching and pro-

claiming the good news that Jesus has
been raised from death.
The people who had run away were
transformed, and the Church exists
because of these Jews 2000 years ago.
They weren‘t any more extraordinary
or heroic than you or me; but they had
seen the risen Jesus and were empowered by the fire of the Spirit.
June 10th is the 85th birthday of The
United Church of Canada. In 1925
people from the Presbyterian, Methodist and Congregationalist denominations gathered at the Mutual Street
Arena in Toronto, singing ―The
church‘s one foundation is Jesus
Christ her Lord.‖ There may not have
been a wind or fire in the building, but
the Spirit sent out these people, and
members of the new United Church all
across the country, empowered to
preach the good news of justice and
love. They weren‘t any more extraordinary than us, but they had the Spirit.
The United Church was born.
I‘m hoping to harvest tomatoes,
peppers, and cucumbers from my garden later in the summer, but right now
I just have green shoots. These two
birthdays represent the green shoots of
the Church, pushing their way up from
the ground; and they will, we pray,
grow to fullness and produce a bountiful harvest for God, through the power
of the Spirit.
Like the first followers of Jesus,
like the first United Church people, we
are sent by God to cultivate crops of
peace and justice, and to bring in the
harvest.

―Worry is like a rocking chair…. It gives you something to do but it doesn‘t get you anywhere!‖ Evan Esar
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How Great is the Love of God!
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Submitted by Linda G. Welsh
After a few of the usual Sunday evening hymns, the
church's pastor slowly stood up, walked over to the pulpit
and, before he gave his sermon for the evening, he briefly
introduced a guest minister who was in the service that
evening. In the introduction, the pastor told the congregation that the guest minister was one of his dearest
childhood friends and that he wanted him to have a few
moments to greet the church and share whatever he felt
would be appropriate for the service....
With that, an elderly man stepped up to the pulpit and
began to speak. 'A father, his son, and a friend of his son
were sailing off the pacific coast ,' he began. 'when a fast
approaching storm blocked any attempt to get back to the
shore. The waves were so high, that even though the father was an experienced sailor, he could not keep the boat
upright and the three were swept into the ocean as the
boat capsized.'
The old man hesitated for a moment, making eye contact with two teenagers who were, for the first time since
the service began, looking somewhat interested in his
story.
The aged minister continued with his story, 'Grabbing
a rescue line, the father had to make the most excruciating decision of his life: to which boy would he throw the
other end of the life line. He only had seconds to make
the decision.. The father knew that his son was a Christian and he, also, knew that his son's friend was not. The
agony of his decision could not be matched by the torrent
of waves. As the father yelled out, 'I love you, son!' he
threw out the life line to his son's friend. By the time the
father had pulled the friend back to the capsized boat, his
son had disappeared beneath the raging swells into the
black of night.
His body was never recovered.'
By this time, the two teenagers were sitting up straight
in the pew, anxiously waiting for the next words to come
out
of
the
old
minister's
mouth.
'The father,' he continued, 'knew his son would step
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into eternity with Jesus and he could not bear the
thought of his son's friend stepping into an eternity without Jesus. Therefore, he sacrificed his
son to save the son's friend. '
'How great is the love of God that He should
do the same for us. Our Heavenly Father sacrificed His only begotten Son that we could be
saved. I urge you to accept His offer to rescue
you and take a hold of the life line He is throwing out to you in this service.'
With that, the old man turned and sat back
down in his chair as silence filled the room. The
pastor again walked slowly to the pulpit and delivered a brief sermon with an invitation at the
end. However, no one responded to the appeal.
Within minutes after the service ended, the two
teenagers were at the old man's side.
'That was a nice story,' politely stated one of
them, 'but I don't think it was very realistic for a
father to give up his only son's life in hopes that
the other boy would become a Christian.'
'Well, you've got a point there,' the old man
replied, glancing down at his worn bible. A big
smile broadened his narrow face. He once again
looked up at the boys and said, 'It sure isn't very
realistic, is it? But, I'm standing here today to tell
you that story gives me a glimpse of what it must
have been like for God to give up His Son for
me.
You see...I was that father and your pastor is
my son's friend.'

Friends are God's way of taking care of us.
Woodroffe United Church
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―Age Well for the Health of it‖
Seniors Information Event
Submitted by John Patton
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Written by a 15 yr. old School
Boy in Ohio
Submitted by Dave Watson
Now I sit me down in school
Where praying is against the rule
For this great nation under God
Finds mention of Him very odd.
If Scripture now the class recites,
It violates the Bill of Rights.
And anytime my head I bow
Becomes a Federal matter now.
Our hair can be purple, orange or green,
That's no offense; it's a freedom thing..
The law is specific, the law is precise..
Prayers spoken aloud are a serious vice.
For praying in a public hall
Might offend someone with no faith at all.
In silence alone we must meditate,
God's name is prohibited by the state.
We're allowed to cuss and dress like freaks,
And pierce our noses, tongues and cheeks..
We can carry smut, but not the Bible.
To quote the Good Book makes me liable.
We can elect a pregnant Senior Queen,
And the 'unwed daddy,' our Senior King.
It's 'inappropriate' to teach right from wrong,
We're taught that such 'judgments' do not
belong.
We can get our condoms and birth controls,
Study witchcraft, vampires and totem poles.
But the Ten Commandments are not allowed,
No word of God must reach this crowd.
It's scary here I must confess,
When chaos reigns the school's a mess.
So, Lord, this silent plea I make:
Should I be shot; My soul please take!
Amen
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After church on Sunday, May 2nd, the Membership Relations Committee hosted an information event for seniors and
their families and friends. The speaker was Myriam Jamault,
a Public Health Nurse who is responsible for the Seniors
Health and Caregiver Support Program at Ottawa Public
Health. Myriam gave a very interesting and informative audio-visual presentation on the importance of a healthy diet,
regular activity, fall prevention and remaining connected to
family, friends and the community.
She also addressed some of the challenges we face as we
grow older and identified the many resources which are
available to help seniors remain independent, contributing
members of the community as long as possible. There were
a number of questions from the participants over a broad
range of issues, all of which received helpful answers. Useful , current and practical literature on these resources was
available for pick-up.
About three dozen Woodroffe members and friends attended the event and the feedback following was very positive. We are most grateful to Myriam for sharing with us her
knowledge, experience and obvious love for seniors.

Did You Know…. That we have a new Archivist in
the archives room?
Hello, my name is Carolyn Williams. Kindly, I have been
asked to work in the Church Archives. I am a returning student at Algonquin in Archives and Records Management.
Previously, I had a BA and 2 Diplomas. My Husband and 8
yr old son, Colin, moved into the West end of Ottawa in
2004.
With the Archives, I plan on establishing a lasting system
that will be easily accessible and enduring. There have been
many helping hands to create the Archives Office that will
last for many decades.
The Membership Relations Committee would like to take
this opportunity to say ―Thanks‖ to Jacinda Bain who began
the work in the Archives room and has now handed the
―sorting, filing and organization of the archives‖ over to
Carolyn!
Woodroffe United Church

―Kooking‖ With Kraig-Paul
Submitted by Kraig-Paul Proulx
Happy Summer Woodroffe Families! It‘s been awhile but I
am back with a new recipe that is sure to wow your family and
get those budding young chefs in your life helping you out in
the kitchen. This recipe has a new and improved take on the
Chip Wagon favourite, but without all the oil and deep frying
it‘s a fun treat for the entire family!!! Be sure to buy Popsicle
sticks if you don't have them on hand.

Baked Corn Dogs
Ingredients:
 1 1/2 cups all-purpose flour (spooned and levelled), plus
more for dusting hot dogs
 2/3 cup yellow cornmeal
 2 teaspoons baking powder
 2 teaspoons sugar
 Coarse salt and ground pepper
 2/3 cup milk
 2 large eggs, lightly beaten
 2 teaspoons vegetable oil
 8 hot dogs
 Ketchup and mustard, for serving (optional)


Directions:
1. Preheat oven to 375 degrees. Line a baking sheet with
parchment paper; set aside. In a medium bowl, whisk together flour, cornmeal, baking powder, sugar, 1/2 teaspoon
salt, and 1/4 teaspoon pepper. Make a well in center; add
milk, eggs, and oil. Mix just until combined.
2. Insert a Popsicle stick into one end of each sausage, leaving
a 1 1/2-inch handle. Dust with flour; tap off excess. Using
handle, rotate each hot dog over bowl as you spoon batter
to coat evenly. Place on sheet; bake 5 minutes. Remove
from oven. Using a spatula, reapply batter that has slipped
onto sheet. Return to oven; bake until golden, 20 minutes.
Serve with ketchup and mustard, if desired.
THOUGHT:
―Patience is the ability to idle your motor when you feel
like stripping your gears.‖
Barbara Johnson
PRAYER:
O Lord, please give me wisdom to idle my tongue so that
the fruit of patience may flow out of me for your glory.

Woodroffe United Church
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The History of Woodroffe
United Church:
The Audiobook
At the request of members and friends
with impaired vision, we have produced an
audio version of the WUC history, narrated by John Patton.
It is available on seven CDs and can be
borrowed from the church library. It is
designed to be used along with the printed
book since the CDs do not contain the photographs or maps which are referred to in
the text.
We still have a few copies of the book
at $15 a copy. Please contact John Patton
(613-729-4139) if you would like to purchase one

―Kind words can be short and easy to
speak but their echoes are truly endless.‖
Mother Theresa

Help Feed the Hungry!
The Britannia Food Pantry
and Foster Farm are in desperate
need of donations.
Let‘s Fill Their Cupboards!
Please bring in your canned goods,
soup, vegetables, stew, spaghetti and any
other food items you can donate.
Cash donations can be
made by marking ―Outreach—
Foodbank‖ on your Offering
envelope.
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How to Overcome the ―February Blahs‖
Submitted by Dana Richardson
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June: Debbie Lester, Jan
Lougheed, Katarina Jovic,
Wendall Brown
July: Larry Richardson, Erin
Brown, Tonja Aldis
August: David Agnew
September: Norma Manly,
Marie Gwilym, Stephanie
Douma , Mackenzie Aldis
October: Lyle Campbell, Hugh
Eisenhauer, Jane Gale, Sue Bodkin

Easter Sunrise Service
Submitted by Peter Morrison
Thirty humans joined a
cacophony of seagulls, geese,
and ducks at the river‘s edge on
Easter Sunday morning at 6:38
am, just as the sun was
beginning to rise. It was one of
the warmest Easter mornings in
memory.
We sang hymns, read
scripture, and broke bread
together, in celebration of the
risen Christ.
A pot-luck
breakfast was enjoyed by all,
back at the church afterwards.

Live in such a way that
you would not be ashamed
to sell your parrot to the
town gossip. Will Rogers
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―February Blahs‖ almost forgotten with the warmth and sunshine that
mark the lazy days of summer. It's harder and harder to remember those
short, dark days of winter that we typically experience in February. But just
think, in only 7½ months it will be February once again. I want you to
know that the good men of WUC have the perfect prescription to alleviate
the February blahs.
To my great good fortune, I chose to attend, the annual Men's Dinner
(organized and hosted by the men of our congregation for WUC attendees
and friends) in early February, 2010. On entering the banquet hall, I felt
like I had been magically transported into another world, to a Night in Paris.
It was truly a ‗tour de force‘!
I was greeted at the door by a handsome waiter dressed in formal attire,
white shirt, black pants, and red bowtie with matching cummerbund, sporting a black beret and a curly moustache. He winked at me, offered his arm
and graciously escorted me to my table. A night in Paris, the most romantic
city on earth! Candlelight, fresh flowers on elegantly decorated tables and
the dulcet tones of a mandolin floating through the air set the mood for the
fine dining experience. On a large screen scrolled a wonderful slideshow
depicting some of the architectural wonders of this great city.
The camaraderie of friendly, chatty people obviously enjoying each
other's company and the playful flirtatiousness of some of the waiters added
to the fun. And the food,… ahhh, the food. It was beautifully prepared, artfully presented and was so pleasing to the palate! During the meal, the diners participated in a fun quiz complete with prizes. To top off the magical
evening, the satisfied diners moved to the sanctuary to enjoy a wonderful
concert by the Salvation Army Band.
So, next year, when you are ready for a great escape from the winter doldrums, do invite your friends and get your tickets to the annual Men's Dinner. I can guarantee that you will be in for a good time!

Mother‘s Day Tradition
Submitted by Bruce Carson
Did you wonder why you saw some folks in church on Mother‘s
Day with flowers on their lapels—some white and some coloured?
Lapel flowers are worn on Mother‘s Day as a sign of respect for
our Mothers. There is an old tradition that if your mother is still alive,
then you should wear a red flower on your lapel. If your mother is no
longer alive, then the flower on your lapel should be white.
Once Don and Nancy Boyd told Bruce Carson about the tradition,
Bruce asked why Don was wearing a carnation and not a rose. To
which Don replied "...roses were more traditional, but carnations were
cheaper". Bruce replied ―Scottish ancestry that Mom would also approve of!‖

Woodroffe United Church

Mother and Child

Submitted by Marie Gwilym

The following is an excerpt of a reflection that Marie volunteered to
present on Mother & Child at our Christmas UCW service last December.
Motherhood is such a wonderful time in the lives of women who
are blessed with a child. It doesn‘t matter what is going on in the
world, motherhood brings joy and hope for the future. I believe that
women, whether they are blessed as mothers or not, are the glue that
holds families together and the glue that holds society together. When
I started thinking about the topic of women and motherhood for tonight, I realized how blessed I have been to have had a wonderful
mother, to have had the joy of being a mother myself, and also had
other special women (not just mothers) who have influenced my life.
Since I grew up a missionary kid in Japan, my parents only got
back to Canada one year out of every five. Consequently I did not get
to know my grandmothers very well. I have; however a very fond
memory of my one grandmother when I was six, teaching me how to
knit. I often think of that special time with her when I sit knitting
something for my Grandson, both grateful for her patience and for the
skill she taught me. She was a gentle loving woman who took the time
to ignore everything else and spend it with me. She made me feel special.
My mother of course was a big influence on me although we often
did not see eye to eye. She was a strong assertive woman, and not only
taught me many of the values I have today, but she shared her gift of
music. She was always playing the piano and singing to myself and
my brothers. I am so grateful now for that precious background of music that I did not appreciate when I was a child.
Singing in the choir is a joy I experience every week because I can
read music thanks to my Mom. My Mother was a very happy, optimistic, loving and caring woman, characteristics which I try throughout
life to emulate.
My daughter Laurel, who is a beautiful person inside and out, has
been the most incredible joy in my life. I am truly the luckiest, most
blessed Mother in the world. She has taught me so much about love,
friendship, support, making me exceptionally proud as she grew up. I
was a single Mom for many years and there wasn‘t much extra money
to go around. She never complained that she didn‘t have expensive
clothes or fancy vacations like her friends. As soon as she turned sixteen and all through high school she worked three jobs after school
while continuing to maintain good grades. She saved her money, paid
for all her clothes, and being the special person she is, insisted she
share her savings with me to help me pay down my mortgage during
the financially difficult years.
The biggest thing my daughter Laurel has taught me about; however is courage. She has battled brain cancer since she was 24. She has
had 2 surgeries that left her with paralysis that required hours of
Woodroffe United Church
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physio to overcome. I have watched
her meet those challenges head on
with so much grit, determination and
courage. She is still remarkable in
her continued fight against this disease and is the first one to care for
other people and not be concerned
for herself. She is also an amazing
loving Mom to her 7 year old son,
my miracle grandson.
I have been blessed with women
who have had confidence in me and
mothered me in different ways. I‘m
so grateful for her confidence in me
– it gave me the courage to take on
future leadership challenges and provided me with the kick start to believe in myself.
When I look out at all your faces,
I see a power house of women. I see
mothers, daughters, sisters, friends,
wives, partners, professionals, teachers, leaders, nurturers, supporters. I
see wisdom, courage, strength, support, intelligence and love.
I am honoured and blessed to be
connected to all of you.
Laurel has had a third surgery,
and is now fighting a more aggressive cancer with a challenging
physical recovery and chemo regime. She continues to fight with remarkable courage. Thank you to so
many congregation members that
have been praying for her health.
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96th Ottawa Scouts
Submitted by Peter Morrison
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This February, we entered two teams in the annual Klondike sled derby – a chance to get out and enjoy a very full
day of outdoor activities in February, while pushing and pulling a Klondike sled around a 6 km course. This is a scored
event with Scouts needing to demonstrate various skills &
teamwork at each of 21 stations along the route. Our teams
placed 1st and 2nd in their intermediate division (2nd and 3rd
overall, out of all 26 teams). Well done guys! February also
saw us camping out in snow shelters called quinzees in the
wilderness near White Lake. The lows this year were a
balmy –10, a great improvement on our normal –22 or so.
We enjoyed snowshoeing, hiking, skating on a pond, cooking
over a fire, sledding, and checking out wildlife and tracks in
the snow.
Spring came early, allowing us to get outdoors more often
on meeting nights, enjoying games of ultimate (frisbee), flag
football, orienteering, and water balloon volleyball. Our
spring camp was held April 30 to May 2 at Camp Folly on
Newboro Lake. While several people went in swimming this
weekend, only one Scout and this Scouter went in Friday
night (giving us bragging rights that we went swimming in
April, while others weren‘t in until May). We built homemade shelters for Saturday night, did some canoeing, observed several turtles in our bay, and hiked up nearby Rock
Dunder for a spectacular view over the Frontenac/LeedsGrenville area. It was a particularly windy day on the cliffs
and one could almost imagine soaring off the cliffs with the
many hawks which were circling in the area. There was of
course some rock climbing and caving to be had in the area
by the more adventurous of us.
Also in May, we held a biking evening in the
―swamp‖ (Stony Swamp greenbelt), and we held a special
evening of celebration and graduation, complete with a highlight film of the last 4 years‘ adventures set to music, as half
of our Troop reaches the age of 14 this year and we wish all
five of them well in whatever they do next.
Coming up, we have our closing BBQ, a joint event with
the Cubs and Beavers, and finally, our wilderness canoe trip
to the interior of Algonquin‘s north side in June.

Four Things You Can't Recover:
The stone........after the throw.
The word.........after it's said..
The occasion........after it's missed.
The time.........after it's gone.
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Twinkies and Root Beer
Submitted Anonymously, Author Unknown

The W.U.C. Uniter

A little boy wanted to meet God. He knew it was a long trip to where God
lived, so he packed his suitcase with Twinkies and a six-pack of Root Beer
and he started his journey.
When he had gone about three blocks, he met an elderly man. The man
was sitting in the park just feeding some pigeons.
The boy sat down next to him and opened his suitcase. He was about to
take a drink from his root beer when he noticed that the man looked hungry,
so he offered him a Twinkie.
The man gratefully accepted it and smiled at the boy. His smile was so
pleasant that the boy wanted to see it again, so he offered him a root beer.
Again, the man smiled at him. The boy was delighted! They sat there all
afternoon eating and smiling, but they never said a word.
As it grew dark, the boy realized how tired he was and he got up to leave,
but before he had gone more than a few steps, he turned around, ran back to
the man, and gave him a hug. The man gave him his biggest smile ever.
When the boy opened the door to his own house a short time later, his
mother was surprised by the look of joy on his face. She asked him, "What
did you do today that made you so happy?
"He replied, "I had lunch with God." But before his mother could respond,
he added, "You know what? God's got the most beautiful smile I've ever
seen!"
Meanwhile, the elderly man, also radiant with joy, returned to his home.
His son was stunned by the look of peace on his face and he asked," Dad,
what did you do today that made you so happy?"
He replied, "I ate Twinkies in the park with God." However, before his son
responded, he added," You know, he's much younger than I expected."
Too often we underestimate the power of a touch, a smile, a kind word, a
listening ear, an honest compliment, or the smallest act of caring, all of which
have the potential to turn a life around. People come into our lives for a reason, a season, or a lifetime. Embrace all equally!
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Thought:
―Nature is an unlimited
broadcasting station, through
which God speaks to us
every hour, if we only will
tune in.‖
George Washington Carver
Prayer:
O Lord, open our hearts
to your wondrous works so
we can sing with a joyful
heart and praise you O Lord
the creator, of your wondrous nature.

Then he said to me,
―It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the
beginning and the end.
To the thirsty I will give
water.‖ Revelation 21:6

A teenage boy had just passed his driving test and inquired of his father as to when they could discuss his
use of the car.
His father said he'd make a deal: ―You bring your grades up from a C to a B average, study your Bible a
little, and get your hair cut. Then we'll talk about the car.‖
The boy thought about that for a moment, decided he'd settle for the offer, and they agreed on it.
After about six weeks his father said, ―Son, you've brought your grades up and I've observed that you have
been studying your Bible, but I'm disappointed you haven't had your hair cut.‖
The boy said, ―You know, Dad, I've been thinking about that, and I've noticed in my studies of the Bible
that Samson had long hair, John the Baptist had long hair, Moses had long hair...and there's even strong evidence that Jesus had long hair.‖
You're going to love the Dad's reply:
…… To which his father replied, ―Did you also notice they all walked everywhere they went?‖
Submitted by Jill Hayden

Woodroffe United Church
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The 2009-10 Concert Series Wrap Up
Submitted by Dave Watson

S U M ME R
2 0 10

Woodroffe Concert Series
2010-11
2010
Sept 25 - Mauro Bertoli, piano recital
Oct 29 - Spooky Tunes on the organ
Dec 4 - Stairwell Carollers
2011
Mar 12 - The Strings of St. John‘s
May 14 - Andrew Mah, guitar recital
Concert times will be posted on
the church website calendar and in
the events pages of the Sunday
bulletin. Or you may sign up for email notification on the website.
The primary purpose of the concert
series is to bring talented musicians to
our neighbourhood.
It also serves as a
fundraiser for our
music programs. In
2010, the concert
fund
and
the
Memorial fund will
be used to acquire equipment to record
the choir and other music, for learning
purposes, archives and to improve the
quality of music that will appear in the
2010 audio Advent Calendar. Please
contact Jamie Hockin for more
information.

Historical Moment…
Trinidad and Tobago elected it‘s first
female Prime Minister, Kamla PersadBissessar on May 24th, 2010 .
Submitted by Hannah Duquette
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The 2009-10 Concert Series wrapped up with two very different programs in April and May.
On April 10, the National Capital Concert Band Concert literally
filled the chancel with musicians and the sanctuary with a variety of
musical styles. This 60-piece brass band under the direction of Stan
Clark, wowed the audience with classics, big band and Broadway
hits. A special treat was the inclusion of familiar Woodroffe vocalists Kraig-Paul Proulx singing hits from Jersey Boys, then, with
Stephanie Douma, an Andrew Lloyd Webber medley; and Shirley
Hockin sang Stan's arrangement of Stardust. Joining Shirley were
the other members of Mosaic, Beth Junkins, Jamie Hockin and
Wesley Dearham, who sang Sunny Side of the Street with the band
and A Nightingale Sang in Berkley Square unaccompanied. Everyone joined in for the finale, Precious Lord, which Stan had arranged
for band from the Voices United arrangement.
Dave Watson, Hannah Duquette and two other couples from the
Ottawa Swing Dance Society lit up the center aisles while the band
played In The Mood. The audience of 130 were delighted with the
whole program.
Just to prove it is a small musical world, Stan Clark and Dave
Watson were Band and Orchestra colleagues in High School in Toronto and Shirley Hockin's mother, Doreen Porter, and Stan were
classmates in the music program at the University of Toronto.
The final concert on May15 showcased the 13-member Canterbury Alumni Trebles, under the direction of Robert Palmai, organist
and Glebe-St. James United Church and former vocal music teacher
at Canterbury High School. Their program of early to contemporary
music demonstrated the considerable vocal talents of individuals and
the group as a whole. A number of these talented women went on to
study music at university and have sung around the world. This is a
chorus to catch if you have the opportunity.

A Golden Oldie—The Bathtub Test
During a visit to the mental asylum, I asked the director how do
you determine whether or not a patient should be institutionalized.
"Well," said the director, "we fill up a bathtub, then we offer
a teaspoon, a teacup and a bucket to the patient and ask him or her
to empty the bathtub."
"Oh, I understand," I said. "A normal person would use the
bucket because it's bigger than the spoon or the teacup."
"No." said the director, "A normal person would pull the plug.
Do you want a bed near the window?"
Submitted by Doug Burke
Woodroffe United Church

News from Kenya from Kaitlin Dearham Via The W.U.C. Uniter
Wesley and Deborah
Kaitlin (often called Kat by her friends) is back in Kenya, her
fourth time! A masters student in public issues anthropology at the
University of Guelph, she is back in East Africa for the summer and
sends back fascinating reports, as usual. Here is an e-mail she sent
to her Mom and Dad in May:
Subject: of cattle and stevie wonder
Date: May 10, 2010 1:17:37 PM EDT (CA)
I‘m standing in a field full of cow dung, watching a cow lick her
calf while a five-year old boy is dancing frantically to Stevie Wonder‘s ―Just Called to Say I Love You‖, which is playing on the radio in between broadcasts in Kimaasai. This is Olosho-oibor, and
the cow pasture belongs to my friend Isaiah‘s family. Somehow the
unlikely soundtrack suits the bucolic scene well. I came out to
Olosho-oibor on Friday, which was quite a lengthy journey due to
the quirks of Kenyan public transportation. While there are a couple
of matatus running the route from Ngong Hills (the nearest town)
down into true Maasailand, you have to wait for the vehicle to fill
up before leaving, which can take quite some time. And, well, I‘m
just too darn cheap to take a taxi by myself. When I arrived at Kimuka Primary School, Isaiah was there waiting for me. He‘s a preschool teacher there, and is also taking special education courses to
broaden his teaching skills. It was great to see him after such a long
time. Although he still looks quite young (he and I are the same
age), he is treated more respectfully by community members every
time I see him…
… It‘s about a half an hour walk through the bush to get to Isaiah‘s
place from the school. I don‘t know if I‘ve ever seen Ngong during
the rainy season before, but it was very green – such a contrast to
the desert-like appearance it sometimes takes. After Nairobi, the
peace of the countryside is almost a shock. The air is sweet (or is
that the cow dung?), and you can walk for ages without encountering another person. When we arrived at the homestead, the kids
were shy, but soon their curiosity and excitement over a foreign
visitor took over and they were all over me, pleading with me to
take their photos. The Maasai are traditionally polygamous (though
this is another cultural trait which is dying out with the spread of
state education), and Isaiah‘s father has three wives. Each of the
wives and their children and sometimes grandchildren live in the
same homestead, which is comprised of several small houses –
some made of iron sheets, some of concrete – a garden, a goat pen
and a cow pen. … The two youngest kids don‘t speak English, so I
had to get by on my mostly-forgotten Swahili – good motivation to
get back up to speed! …
… I‘ve been visiting that community and that household for a few
Woodroffe United Church
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years now, and it‘s always interesting
to see what‘s changed. There are actually power lines up now – Isaiah tells
me that within a few months, everyone
will have access to electricity (if their
homes are set up for it, anyway).
That‘ll be a big change! ….
Next stop: Mathare. Love, K

SHHHHHHHHH Wendall
Brown is Turning 70!!!
Did you know Wendall is turning
70 on June 13?
His friends in HMCS SACKVILLE, CFB Halifax are throwing
him a party… if you are in town, drop
in!
You may know Wendall as the
Commanding Officer (and many-other
-jobs Officer) of HMCS SACKVILLE, elder, committee member
(and Jack-of-all-Trades) at St John's
United Church, Chief Cook at Berwick Camp, brother, husband, father,
Grampy, colleague or friend -- but on
June 13, we'll all simply know Wendall as the "Birthday Boy"!

UK Church Signs …….
Down in the mouth? Come in for a
Faith lift.
There are some questions that cannot
be answered by Google!
Page 13
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Dinner for 250?
Submitted by Jamie Hockin
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It Really Is A Small World!
Submitted by Dave Watson
Don Mutch and I had a rather
fascinating conversation at the Seniors'
Luncheon with a retired couple, who
have moved into our area from Perth, to
be closer to their daughter—David and
Jean Eadie.
David and Jean spent 15 years in
India. David set up a shop to supply
and maintain farm implements and
produce furniture from local materials.
He introduced the local farmers to drop
forge metal ploughs which were much
more effective than the wooden
ploughs they had been using.
The Eadies also became friends with
Dr. Bob McClure, the well-known
United Church medical missionary to
China and India, whom I also knew.
As we were discussing common
friends, Jean commented that Bob
McClure had 'delivered' their daughter.
THOUGHT:
―Kindness is the Language the deaf
can hear and the blind can see.‖
Mark Twain
PRAYER:
O Lord, Help me to dress in Kindness today, so that your love will break
the barriers of blind and deaf hearts.
It is when we forget ourselves
that we do things that are most
likely to be remembered.
Page 14

Did you ever wonder what goes into a Men's Dinner? Over the
years, the men of the church have served as many as 250 people on
a weekend. The shopping list has varied, depending on the menu, of
course, but one thing never changes – the chefs have to think BIG!
When I first got involved in cooking, Wendall Brown was at the
helm. Beef was $3.09 a pound and we cooked 150 pounds of it in
1992, along with 120 lb potatoes, 100 lb carrots, 50 lb green beans,
6 lb onions, 100 lb turnip, 24 heads of lettuce, 16 lb tomato, 6
bunches of celery, 4 lb radish, 12 bunches of green onions, 4 lb
green pepper, 6 bunches of broccoli, 6 cauliflower, 4 lb spinach, 3
lb mushrooms, 8 l dressing, 4 l horseradish, 50 lb sugars (white,
brown, icing), 3.5 l corn syrup, 10 doz eggs, 19 lb butter, 6 lb margarine, 2 lb shortening, 3 l oil, 52 l cream, 36 l milk, 75 lb flour, 4
lb oats, and assorted seasonings. To cook everything took both ovens and every burner on the Garland stove (which Wendall had rescued from a former strip club on Richmond Road) and another 4burner stove top that we could plug in and set on a somewhat precarious Workmate.
The menu was similar in 1993, the last year we made ice cream,
and the kitchen was literally abuzz with the sound of 3 ice cream
churns and the heated language aimed at the slow pace of freezing.
Dave Agnew and I took over the kitchen in 1994 and we vowed
never again to play with ice cream churns, salt and ice. Many years
ago, I stopped using salt altogether, except for gravy. We had other
misfortunes over the years, in spite of extension planning. My first
year in the kitchen, I had to run up to Loblaw's on the Friday night
to buy more ingredients for meringues that refused to hold their
shape (for Rory Ingram's famous Baked Alaska). We had burned
butterscotch for pies, runny whipped cream that was put on too
early, beef that was too rare for some (yum!) and beef that was too
well done for my own taste. But for the most part, we have been
very successful at making the diners and workers happy. We ventured well beyond beef and have sought specialties from sources
like the Italian shops on Preston Street and the Ukrainian Orthodox
Cathedral on Byron for cabbage rolls.
While the format and attendance of the Men's Dinners have
changed over the years, the challenge of providing nutritious, satisfying and entertaining meals has not. One year, we figured that the
real cost of the dinner, that is if everyone involved had been paid
minimum wage, was about $50. Not bad value for $15 or less.
Rumour has it that the Men's Dinner may move to a new time
slot in 2011 and feature a different cut of beef, cooked outdoors.
We'll still be thinking BIG. More on that in the fall!
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A New, Thinner Bulletin
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Submitted by Bob Walkington
Did you know that the weekly bulletin uses up about twenty
thousand sheets of paper every year? Many people in the congregation believe that that‘s far too much paper, and have suggested that
we find ways to cut back. So, starting in September, here‘s what
we plan to do:
We will install a large monthly calendar in the Narthex, where
all regular and special events can be listed.
We will make space on each side of the calendar where large
posters announcing special events can be hung. We will provide
skilled assistance to help event planners design and print their posters.
We expect that the calendar and the posters will become the
main means of notifying the congregation of regular and special
events.
The bulletin will be limited to eight pages (including the front
and back covers) – two sheets of paper. In the inside, pages 1 to 4
will be for the weekly order of service, and pages 5 and 6 will be
for announcements.
We will stop listing the names of ushers and greeters and the
―next week‖ lectionary readings.
We will record memorial gifts once a month on the last Sunday
of the month.
We will notify people placing announcements that their submissions must be brief, that they may be edited to fit into available
space, and that they cannot be guaranteed to run for more than one
week.
We will continue to send regular letters to those who can‘t attend regularly, to keep them informed of church activities.
Our congregation is trying to ―go green‖, and this is one step we
can take toward achieving that goal.

Did You Know…..
That the Membership Relations Committee ‗emails‘ an advance copy of the Weekly Event Sheets and the bulletin Inserts
each week to those who currently receive the WUC Uniter?
If you would like to be added to our email list, please send a
note to Deb Lester—dklester@rogers.com.
Forgiveness is the answer to the child‘s dream of a miracle,
Whereby what is broken is made whole again.
Dag Hammarskjold
Woodroffe United Church
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It Doesn't Hurt to have a
Little Biblical Humour to
Start or End Your Day!
Submitted by Tanya Drew
Q. What kind of man was Boaz before
he married Ruth?
A. Ruthless.
Q. What do they call pastors in Germany ?
A. German Shepherds.
Q. Who was the greatest financier in
the Bible?
A. Noah. He was floating his stock
while everyone else was in liquidation.
Q. Who was the greatest female financier in the Bible?
A. Pharaoh's daughter. She went down
to the bank of the Nile and drew out
a Little prophet.
Q. Who was the greatest comedian in
the Bible?
A. Samson. He brought the house
down.
Q. Which servant of God was the most
flagrant lawbreaker in the Bible?
A. Moses. He broke all 10 commandments at once.
Q. Which area of Palestine was especially wealthy?
A. The area around Jordan. The banks
were always overflowing.
Q. Why didn't they play cards on
the Ark ?
A. Because Noah was standing on the
deck.
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You Think English is Easy?
Submitted by Pat Cuthbert
1) The bandage was wound around
the wound.
2) The farm was used to produce
produce .
3) The dump was so full that it had
to refuse more refuse.
4) We must polish the Polish
furniture.
5) The soldier decided to desert his
dessert in the desert.
6) Since there is no time like
the present, he thought it was time
to present the present .
7) A bass was painted on the head of
the bass drum.
8) When shot at, the dove dove into the
bushes.
9) I did not object to the object.
10) The insurance was invalid for
the invalid.
11) There was a row among the
oarsmen about how to row .
12) They were too close to the door
to close it.
13) A seamstress and a sewer fell down
into a sewer line.
14) To help with planting, the farmer
taught his sow to sow.
15) The wind was too strong
to wind the sail.
16) Upon seeing the tear in the
painting I shed a tear.
17) I had to subject the subject to a
series of tests.
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Creatures Great and Small – The Web of
Life
Submitted by Kringen Henein
Food webs help us to understand the ways in which we are all
connected to each other, species to species, life to life. Food webs
reflect stable feeding relationships among species. If a particular
organism is lost to the web, the connections change. This results in
fewer species in the system, which ecologists refer to as a loss of
biodiversity. This can occur when conditions change. It often happens when we are not good stewards of ecosystems: when we overfish, over-harvest, or pollute. Basically, when we get careless and
greedy.
You have heard about the oil leak in the Gulf of Mexico. This is
a disaster on many levels – dirty beaches, loss of livelihood, seabirds and turtles washed ashore soaked in oil, huge costs to those
responsible for plugging the leak and cleaning up the coastline.
But most basic of all, what does it all mean for the web of life?
The Gulf of Mexico covers 1.5 million square kilometers. It is the
eleventh largest body of water in the world. It is topographically
diverse, with lots of underwater hills and valleys, caves and basins.
There are mangrove swamps and wetlands, coral reefs and deep-sea
trenches. The Mississippi and Rio Grande rivers empty into it. As a
result, it is made up of many ecosystems and supports a very diverse set of species, including people.
It is the source of the famous Gulf Stream. Upwelling and currents here provide nutrient levels that support rich food webs.
Plankton, copepods, marine worms and bacteria provide food for
small fish, crabs, shrimp and starfish, as well as clams, oysters and
periwinkles. Are you are getting hungry thinking of those crabs
and shrimp? Larger fish like red snapper and animals like sea turtles depend on crustaceans and minnows. Sea birds and dolphins
feed on larger fish. What will become of them all as hydrocarbons
and heavy metals kill or contaminate the organisms at the base of
the food chain and those higher up begin to accumulate toxins in
their bodies? How many species will ultimately be lost? How will
we ultimately be affected?
It has been written, ―To harm the earth is to heap contempt on its
creator. Man did not weave the web of life, he is merely a strand in
it. Whatever he does to the web, he does to himself.‖

―Religion‖ is a guy in church thinking about fishing.
―Spirituality‖ is a guy out fishing thinking about God.‖
John Fischer

Woodroffe United Church

Thoughts on ―The Greatest Generation Perhaps?‖ from the choir stall
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Submitted by Iain MacGillvray
As daily we see the World War (WWII) generation, eulogized by
Tom Brakow, pass away, my thoughts wander down the years to the
earlier generation of the Great War ―to end wars‖ (WWI). Of course,
each generation faces its challenges and, we who lived through the nuclear threat of the Cold War, see our children faced with wars on drugs,
terrorists and climate change. Indeed, when we stand with surviving
veterans, often the verses of Revelation, chapter 7 are quoted: ―What
are these which are arrayed in white robes? and whence came they?
And he said to me, These are they which came out of great tribulation‖.
Of recent history I think this ―great tribulation‖ would refer to first war
survivors who went on to live through the great depression and many to
serve in a second world war. And the many women who, deprived of
husbands in WWI, went on to function in many capacities, as well as
promoting feminism, first with the vote-and in Canada- the ―famous
five‖ who fought the ―persons‖ case establishing women‘s rights.
My own father was an engineer in the merchant navy at the start of
the Great War later, to be in the Royal Navy (RNR Lt Commander engineer). When he visited us newly weds in 1968, he managed to ascend
the Peace Tower and read about the first Canadian Division that sailed
from Halifax in the largest ever convoy in late 1914 and this brought
back memories for him. He was engineer in one of the ships and remembered the troops as mainly UK ex-patriots who had settled the
West as farmers or hired hands, many attached to their horses. Anxious
to serve ―King and Empire‖ they were to become renowned soldiers
amidst the killing grounds of the Western Front. Father did not have to
suffer this, although he was also in the ships that served the Gallipoli
disaster, nation building for the ANZAC ―colonies‖, as Vimy Ridge
was for Canada. The Gallipoli campaign, around the appropriately
named Helles, was also the basis for the Turk commander, Mestapha
Kemal, to found the Turkish Republic (1923). Casualties in WWII were
commonly 70%, but the Turkish 57th Division soldiers were all killed
in action. Concerning this battle in Gallipoli, my father talked of going
for breakfast and other meals in the ship‘s wardroom among the badly
wounded from the heights. His brother was wounded there to die later
in the influenza pandemic which we revisited in the news last winter,
fortunately without the mortality of 1919.
It is sad that conflict seems to be the catalyst of nation building for
countries and also for inventions. Certainly war advanced aviation in
both world wars to provide travel benefits for future generations (but
also to add to global warming). Perhaps on reflection we must consider
the great generations from the standpoint of their faith as declared by
Paul in his letter to the Church of Rome (Romans 5, 1-5). ―Therefore,
since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have obtained access to this grace
in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of
Woodroffe United Church
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God.
And not only that, but we also
boast in our sufferings, knowing
that suffering produces endurance,
and endurance produces character,
and character produces hope, and
hope does not disappoint us, because God‘s love has been poured
into our hearts through the Holy
Spirit that has been given to us.‖

In Memory…..
(since our last
Newsletter)
Gwen Moore
Kathleen Desilets
Gwen Birrell
Margaret Richardson
Philip Hodgins
Nelson Smith
What we have once
enjoyed, we can
never lose.
All that we love
deeply becomes a
part of us.
Helen Keller
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Woodroffe Garage Sale 2010
Submitted by Carol Cochran
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―Unsung Heroes‖
Submitted by Brent Cuthbert
WUC is blessed with many who
quietly do their thing to make things
better for all of us. I have taken the
liberty to single out a fellow who
almost lives at our church….come to
think of it he actually overnights
during bazaar time to ensure the safe
keeping of the goods!
He is the first person we see
Sunday morning at the door to
welcome us and provide assistance
to those who need help.
He helps with the recycling, he
helps in the kitchen, he helps at ―all‖
the church events large and small
and yes I mean all!
He is hands on for the set up and
take down, he makes coffee for the
workers, washes dishes, picks up,
cleans up, sets tables, moves tables.
He just always shows up and says
―what can I do to help‖
This guy still finds time to sit on
the Membership Relations
Committee!
I feel it‘s time we recognize great
work for the good of our church and
its successes. I salute you Steve
Mairs and I thank you. You are my
―Unsung Hero‖.
If you know of another ―Unsung
Hero‖ in WUC, please send a little
blurb into Debbie Lester for future
issues (Debbie.Lester@rogers.com).
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The Great Glebe Garage Sale may have garnered more press, but
there were almost as many happy shoppers (without parking tickets!) at the WUC Garage Sale on May 29th. What an event it was!
Over the weeks leading up to the big day, I was thrilled to see
the stage in the auditorium filling up with such wonderful
―treasures‖. Once we were given free reign on the Thursday before the sale, a number of folks came in to the sweltering confines
of the Auditorium to start the daunting task of sorting through all
the items to provide some semblance of order to the chaos. When I
managed to escape from work and get to the church at suppertime
that day, I was so impressed with all the hard work that had been
undertaken. The place was really shaping up!
On Friday, the sorting and organizing continued. The A/C
(read: ―fans‖) were going full tilt as we beavered away. But don‘t
think it was only hard work -- We managed to enjoy quite a few
good laughs as we worked away: Sally and Kerry-Lee found some
of the weirdest and ugliest things among their White Elephant treasures. (Is it called ―White Elephant‖ because the things on that table
should really be stepped on by some big white elephant?) And
there were some pretty racy clothing items over at the Second Hand
Rose section that gave us a good giggle. (Any one want to admit to
having donated that leopard skin bikini?)
Well, come Saturday morning, we were ready to open the gates!
And just like on Bazaar day, the line up was started to form about a
half hour before the doors opened at 9:00 a.m.. I don‘t think any
one was disappointed. The crowds were pretty steady throughout
the morning, with the Bake Table selling out first – of course! Little ones delighted in their ten cent purchases and not-so-little ones
found their bargains, too. Chefs Jamie and Sean were on board
serving up their now world famous bacon on a bun, so no one left
hungry!
At the end of the day, once all the aprons were emptied and the
last of the left over back bacon was sold, the Church realized approximately $2,250.00 to add to its coffers.
Well done,
Woodroffe!
My sincerest of thanks to all of you who came out to make this
event such a wonderful success: the donators, the bakers, the chefs,
the sorters, the vendors, the cleaner-uppers, and the shoppers. We
couldn‘t have done it without you!

Godly ―words of wisdom‖ Submitted by Sharon McGuirl
Prayer: Don‘t give God instructions, just report for duty.
God promises a safe landing, not a calm passage.

Woodroffe United Church

Montreal & Ottawa Conference AGM
Report
Submitted by Joe and Sue Smarkala
This year the M&O Conference held its Annual General Meeting on
28-30 MAY 2010. The theme for this year‘s AGM was Living in
Right Relationships. Along with the business of an AGM – financial
results, budgets and reports - there was a lot to hear and learn. Three
speakers presented:
1. Rev. Maggie McLeod, General Council Executive Minister, Aboriginal Ministries Circle – spoke about ways we can restore right
relations with aboriginal peoples
2. Francine LeMay spoke about her personal path of reconciliation
toward those who ended her brother‘s life, Corporal Marcel LeMay,
at the Oka crisis in 1990.‘
3. Jeff Copenance, Policy and Political Advisor to the Leader of the
Opposition – reflected on right relationships with respect to aboriginal peoples in 2010.
After every presentation, each table discussed questions posed by
the speaker to share our personal stories.
An overseas report from Haiti described Mission and Service support and opportunities there. Pierre Goldberger asked us ―Why not
partner with the Methodist Church there?‖ ―Why not partner youth to
youth/person to person/church to church – to make a difference, to assure Haitians that they are not alone?‖
Another overseas report on the political situation in the Philippines
was received from Shaun Fryday. Mr. Fryday was one of eight representatives from the United Church of Canada participating as People‘s
International Observers, during the recent Philippine elections on
10MAY10. There have been over 1800 non-judicial executions – 47 of
them were United Church of Christ workers – Lei Garcia‘s church. We
thought about Lei and her family during this report. He provided four
suggestions of ways we can get involved:
1. Create a stronger connection to the people in the Phillipines.
2. Directly connect Canada‘s foreign aid to human rights improvements,
3. Organize to free health-care workers who have been jailed as communists for providing free health care.
4. Call our government to intervene with Canadian mining operations
whose production practices are poisoning water and land for the
indigenous peoples there.
We were entertained by aboriginal music and dancing, participating
in the dancing at one point. A variety of workshops were offered Saturday afternoon, one of which was a workshop on:
Truth and Reconciliation
This workshop provided by Jamie Scott, an update re the activities
of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (T&R C). The background and current status of activities is well documented at
Woodroffe United Church
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www.trc.ca. It is the first T&RC
created by affected students, then
supported by the government and
churches. It is the first to focus on
children.
Board of Trustees Manual Review
Doug Stewart, Personnel Mgr
for Montreal Presbytery, gave this
presentation on the role, responsibilities and make-up of a church‘s
Board of Trustees.
Saturday night we participated in
a memorable Celebration of Ministries Service. Five ministers who
had passed away in the past year
were remembered for all their work
– including Reverend Bob Percival.
Nine ministers were acknowledged
as retiring from active ministry.
And, five people were accepted into
ministries with the United Church
of Canada, including our very own
Daniel Mulema. It was a joyous
and moving ceremony – one that
we will remember often.

Puns for the Educated Minds
The roundest knight at King Arthur‘s round table was—Sir Cumference. He acquired his from too
much pi.
Atheism—is a none-prophet organization.
Submitted by Mervin Mitchell
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Scatter the Seeds of the Gospel Wherever
You Go
Submitted by Diokno Segundo
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Update from Take a Break
aka Young Adults Group
Submitted by Catherine Montgomery
We held our first meeting on Feb
th
28 . Our original plan was to go
skating which had to be changed due to
the unusually warm weather. A half
dozen people attended a games and
planning meeting. Note that this was
the night of Olympic men‘s gold medal
hockey match.
Our second gathering on the last
weekend of March Break saw a group
of 4 out to Merivale bowling lanes for
black light bowling.
The scores
improved with the second round as the
dust and rust was cleared away.
In April, five of us gathered for a
pot luck dinner while watching the
movie Dogma by Kevin Smith instead
of watching a Senators playoff game.
This was followed by discussion of the
themes and how they apply to us.
We took advantage of the warm
weather in May to prepare our short
game for the church golf tournament,
this time competing against the first
game of the Montreal and Philadelphia
series. Nonetheless, a crowd gathered
for a round of mini-golf at the Mini
Golf Gardens. While our scores were
not a highlight, a groundhog came out
to watch us on a few holes.
We look forward to coordinating
more successfully around the hockey
schedule in the fall!
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In August 2005, hurricane Katrina struck the U.S. gulf coast and
displaced an estimated 1.3 million households. With cities and
towns evacuated, homes destroyed and jobs gone, people relocated
to communications in every state including Alaska and Hawaii.
Because Christians are not immune to the storms of life, it‘s
likely that thousands of people who love the Lord found themselves
in places they never expected to live. Yet many of those same people whose hopes and plans were shattered by Katrina would also
bring god‘s love to others across the U.S.
Like the early Christians who were forced out of Jerusalem by
persecution, it could be said of them: ―Those who were scattered
went everywhere preaching the word‖ (Acts 8:4).
While none of us would choose this kind of financial loss and
disruption, would we see it as an opportunity to share the hope Jesus Christ has given us?
The Apostle Peter‘s letter reminded Christians who had scattered among the nations to ―be ready to give defence to everyone
who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you (1 Peter 3:15).
If you are uprooted, be sure to scatter the seeds of the gospel
wherever you go.

The Knots Prayer
Dear God:
Please untie the knots that are in my mind, my heart
and my life.
Remove the have nots, the can nots and the do nots
that I have in my mind.
Ensure the will nots, may nots, might nots
that may find a home in my heart.
Release me from the could nots, would nots
and the should nots that obstruct my life.
And most of all, Dear God,
I ask that you remove from my mind,
My heart and my life, all of the am nots
That I have allowed to hold me back
Especially the thought that I am not good enough.
Amen
Author Known to God
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Ad Hoc Long Range Planning Committee
Status Report
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Submitted by Sue Smarkala
We are actively pursuing the possibility of redeveloping a portion of
the Woodroffe property. This will remove the need for much of the
maintenance work identified in the engineering report of 2008 and will
provide ongoing funds, at minimum, to pay for maintenance of
Woodroffe buildings.
In reviewing our space, we recognized that there are structural and
practical issues with the plant, including poor/non-existent insulation,
leaks and lack of barrier-free access. Our position is that:
1. The WUC congregation wishes to respect the following guidelines.
2. The sanctuary, chapel and Christian Education wing of the church
should be retained unless a more advantageous design is presented.
3. In negotiation with a developer, any new building(s) would include
replacement space so that Woodroffe can continue the activities
currently supported. This space to include commercial kitchen facilities, a dining facility for 150 people and a multipurpose room
for 150 people, to replace the current kitchen, banquet hall and
auditorium.
4. The redevelopment would provide sufficient cash flow to the
Church to permit the congregation to continue to responsibly maintain its physical plant and to carry on its outreach activities. Within
this financial framework, the Church would support a development
that is consistent with urban planning objectives (as per City of
Ottawa zoning requirements) and community interests and will
form a suitable ―neighbour‖ for continuing church uses in accordance with the WUC mission statement.
There are at least two approaches to the handling of the property
ownership:
a) The Church is subject to the requirements both of the Ottawa Presbytery of the United Church and the Religious Organizations Land
Act (―ROLA‖). Development could proceed on the basis of a lease
or sub-lease. ROLA limits the term of any lease from the Trustees
to forty years, including renewals. A longer term of lease might be
available if, with the approval of Presbytery, the subject property
were severed and conveyed to a corporation incorporated and controlled by the Board of Trustees to hold title for church and charitable purposes.
b) An outright sale of some or all of our property may be possible, as
long as monies realized can accomplish the longer-term objectives
of the congregation or of the United Church of Canada.
The LRP Committee will honour the congregation‘s request, made
at the May Congregational Meeting, to continue to communicate on our
progress, sharing redevelopment ideas and receive feedback. When the
LRP Committee is ready to make a recommendation concerning use of
Woodroffe United Church
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WUC property, it will first be
taken to Council for full discussion
and approval. Note: Council meetings are open to all congregants.
Trustees would then be approached and approval from that
group requested. Once ratified/
approved by Council and the Trustees, approval by Property Committee of Presbytery approval
would be requested. The recommendation would then be presented to the congregation at a specially convened Congregational
meeting.
Committee Members: Marcia
Armstrong, Dave Chaplin, Ralph
Curtis, Sue Dacey, Jan Lougheed,
Cheryl Maffre, Gerry Maffre, Don
Mutch, Joe Smarkala, Sue Smarkala.

Summer Sky
Submitted by Gwen Moore
White sheets, snapping in a
breeze,
on a clear, bright, sunny day
can life the spirit and warm the
heart.
As you walk along your way.
Bright clothing, lifting with the
wind
Gay colours flying high,
Paint a picture you won‘t forget,
against a Summer Sky.
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A Great Way to Slow Down
On April 30th, after careful planning,
we picked up "Shepperton", our home
for the week, in Wootten Wawen,
England. Shepperton was a narrow
boat, 45 feet long and 7 feet wide and
driven by a quiet 40 horsepower diesel
engine. We were two couples … the
guys did the steering…along the canals
and aqueducts, through a long tunnel
and under many short country-lane
bridges where the canal was only about
8 inches wider than our boat. The
women filled and emptied the many
locks (would you believe 60!), opening
and closing the heavy gates along the
route. Highlights of our cruise include
Stratford-upon-Avon (where we saw a
powerful production of Shakespeare‘s
"King Lear") and Warwick where we
visited the castle and some of the many
charity shops that sell items in support
of their causes. Our meals were taken
on the boat or in any one of the many
picturesque pubs situated along the
shores of the canal system. We all
appreciated fish and chips and
ploughman‘s lunches. Since the boat
only travels 4 mph, it was easy for
those of us not steering to walk along
the footpath without being left behind.
It was wonderful to be outdoors at this
time of year in the English countryside
complete with the baaing of the sheep
and their many lambs and the colour of
apple and cherry blossoms. We plan do
to this again and would highly
recommend this kind of holiday.
Submitted by Judy Chaplin
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―Ask Joe‖ Column

Joe Smarkala

Question: Dear Joe,
I really enjoy listening to our choir on Sundays. I
particularly think that the basses are very talented. I‘ve often wondered where did the Do, Re, Mi vocal music scale come from?
Signed, Sharp and Flat
Answer: Dear Sharp and Flat,
In the tenth century, Guido d’Arezzo was having trouble teaching monks their Gregorian chants, so he replaced the A,B,C music
scale with sound symbols which we now know as Do, Re, Mi. He
could point to a spot where he had written them on his hand and
the monks would know exactly which note to sing. These hand symbols evolved into the phonetic scale and gave Maria a song to sing
in The Sound of Music. You’re Welcome, Joe
Question: Dear Joe,
Could you ask our really smart Treasurer if he knows the origin
of the dollar sign $? Signed, Broke
Answer: Dear Broke,
Here’s what the Treasurer came up with. In the U.S. Thomas
Jefferson used the letter S with two lines through it to symbolize a
dollar in a document within which he suggested the dollar as the
primary unit of American currency in 1784. Before this, the symbol
might have been used for the peso throughout Latin America. The
most widely accepted explanation is that $ is a depiction of twin
pillars of Hercules with a scroll as found on early Spanish pieces of
eight. Your Treasurer loves the $ sign. You’re Welcome, Joe

Do You Know What Your Liver Does for You?
Stores the iron reserves you need, as well as a lot of vitamins and
other minerals. Without your liver, you wouldn‘t have the strength
to carry on.
Detoxifies poisonous chemicals you ingest including alcohol,
beer, wine and drugs. Without your liver, your ―bad‖ habits would
kill you.
Stores energy, like a battery, by stockpiling sugar
(carbohydrates, glucose and fat) until you need it. Without your
liver, the sugar levels in your blood could fall dramatically and
you‘d go into a coma.
Submitted by Brent Cuthbert
The WUC Uniter is published three times a year November,
February and June. Please send your articles to dklester@rogers.com or leave them in the Uniter Box # 46.
Many Thanks to all articles for to the Newsletter !
Debbie Lester
dklester@rogers.com
Woodroffe United Church

Life in Divinity School
Submitted by Shalome Swinamer
Atlantic School of Theology has been my home since last August. AST is an ecumenical school in the heart of historic Halifax
and we have students from various faith traditions such as the Roman Catholic Church, The Anglican Church of Canada, Universalist Unitarian and the United Church of Canada. We are a small
community of on campus students with a variety of beliefs and expressions of faith.
The Master of Divinity Program at AST is a four year program
with three years of academic work and one year of internship. The
first two years are on campus, the third on internship and the last
year is academic work. In the last year, we do a Graduate Project
which is qualitative research exploring issues of the Church. For
instance, two recent projects were Celtic Christianity in Nova Scotia and Clergy with Long Term Illness.
Our school year is divided into two semesters, each with five
courses per semester. We are blessed with two reading weeks; one
in October and one in February and a fairly lengthy Christmas
break. We have student lead Chapel services everyday but Wednesday which are spent in Formation with people of our own tradition.
Formation is very important to our identity as future United Church
ministers. We plan and implement UCC worship (with Communion
once a month) and have many facets of learning such as discussions
with Chaplains, reports from General Council, tours of funeral
homes, Myers Briggs personality testing, pastoral care education
and a variety of other UCC forums.
In addition to very demanding academic work, we also have Supervised Field Education. Placements in the latter half of our first
year and all second year. We are placed in a church with a supervisor and learn all aspects of Church life. This includes pastoral visits, church education and leadership, church meetings and every
other aspect of Church life! It is very exciting and I am placed at
Port Wallis United Church in Dartmouth with Rev. Ivan Gregan.
The congregation is lovely and we have two services a Sunday. One
is Celtic (Ivan is a native Gaelic speaker) and one is traditional.
Divinity school has its rewards and challenges. We have exceptional faculty with a wide range of expertise (pastoral care, systematic and historical theology, ethics, Church polity, Biblical studies,
preaching and so forth). We are a small school and governance includes some students. I am on the Senate and serve on the Curriculum Committee ensuring that the curriculum meets the needs of future ministers. One of our challenges is time! We have very little of
it. I am amazed that my first year has gone by so quickly! Self care
is extremely important during these formative years and we are encouraged to develop self care, academic study and personal skills
during this time. Studies show that the skills we develop in Formation will be with us for our ministry.
Woodroffe United Church
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Life in Divinity school is tremendous fun but it is also a chance to be
with others who will be our future
peers. It is also an opportunity to explore areas of ministry that we would
like to concentrate on in the future.
There are also things they don‘t teach
you in Divinity school as well: always
have a suit ready for a funeral, wear
comfortable shoes while preaching, student ministers don‘t have special parking-so get there early, always have
more than a 1/4 tank of gas in your car
for an emergency, always have a pocket
Bible on your person, and lastly, that
the United Church is particularly gifted
in baking sweets which find their way
to the coffee hour post worship, and
later find their way into your fridge.
And lastly, a lesson that I learned from
Woodroffe has served me well: the orange residue on your hands from carrot
peeling will disappear in a few days.
I‘d love to hear from you or welcome any questions or comments you
have! Please feel free to contact me at
starryvillage@gmail.com I read the
newsletters as they are published, so I‘d
like to hear more about the life of
Woodroffe from you!
I‘ve learned that minor miracles are
fairly common in the Work-a-day
world. Try long enough and hard
enough to do wonderful work, and sure
enough, you occasionally work wonders.
Steven Spielberg
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June
Sunday 13
10:00am Worship Service
Extra Extra Read All About It—Pick Up Your WUC
Newsletter from the Narthex!!
Church School Closing
Congregational BBQ
Sunday 20
10:00am Worship Service
Father‘s Day
Sunday 27
10:00am Worship Service
Woodroffe Golf Tournament
Canada Day

July
Sunday 4, 11, 18, 25
10:00am Worship Service

August
Sunday 1,8,15,22,29
10:00am Worship Service

September
Sunday 5
10:00am Worship Service
Monday 6
Labour Day —Church Closed
Sunday 12
10:00am Worship Service
Church School Registration
Welcome Back Lunch
Sunday 19
10:00am Worship Service
Sunday 26
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10:00am Worship Service
Church School Open House

October
Sunday 3
10:00am Worship Service
Communion
Reception of New Members
Sunday 10
10:00 am Worship Service
Thanksgiving
Monday 11
Thanksgiving - Church Closed
Sunday 17
10:00 am Worship Service
Bazaar Sorting Sunday
Saturday 23
Bazaar
Sunday 24
10:00 am Worship Service
Sunday 31
10:00 am Worship Service
Seniors & Friends Luncheon

November
Sunday 7
10:00 am Worship Service
Remembrance Sunday
Wednesday 11
Remembrance Day—Church Closed
Sunday 14
10:00 am Worship Service
Extra Extra Read All About It—Pick Up Your
WUC Newsletter from the Narthex!!
When you get to your wit‘s end
You will find that
God lives there!
Submitted by P. Macintosh
Woodroffe United Church

