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An Advent Pilgrimage
Jan Lougheed

On the first Sunday of Advent
the theme of the psalm is pilgrimage. The 122nd Psalm announces,
I was glad when they said to me,
"Let us go to the house of the
Lord."
The people of Israel were asked
to make regular journeys to Jerusalem's temple. "To it the tribes go
up." Here they reoriented themselves to God, and recommitted
themselves to a life of faith and
love.
The season of Advent functions
as a pilgrimage for us each
year. We recall the walk of a
young couple to Bethlehem, of
shepherds from a nearby hill, of

magi from a distant land. And we
connect our pilgrimage of faith
with theirs.
Several years ago I spent a
couple of incredible hours walking among the majestic redwoods
of Muir Park just outside San
Francisco. I wanted to know
more about this naturalist and his
determination to reserve the wild
and amazing natural world around
him.
It turns out that John Muir had
a very strict religious background. He eventually decided to
look for God not in the world of
books but in the world of nature.
And to do that he walked. He

Lowly Shepherds
I love to hear the crackling sound
Of a fire on a wintry night
Christmas is so exciting
Childhood memories bring such
delight
As I watch the fire dancing
I start to daydream about that scene
God telling a group of angels,
“Go to earth, for a star shall beam”

Time heals most
everything.
Give time, time!
once said that all he needed for a
walking adventure was to "throw
some tea and bread in an old sack
and jump over the back fence." He
was the first white man to explore
the Yosemite Valley and its redwood towers. Muir exulted in the
indescribable landscapes "and the
spiritual glow that covered it."
Can we walk so attentively to
the world around us? Can we recognize the glory that rests in each
other? Can we ask the Spirit to be
with us as we have the good grace
to enter this transition time of Advent once more?

Written by Beverley Ann Toews

“There will be shepherds
on a hillside
Tell these men they’ve
nothing to fear
Let them know although
they’re humble
They were chosen so they
could hear.”
“We have joy and news for
all people

Jesus was born, a glorious birth
Though you’ll find him
in a manager
we rejoice with you here on earth”
The sky suddenly lit with
their brilliance
The angels glorifying God on high
I smiled still gazing upon this fire
Knowing what that night
would signify
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Submitted by Sue Smarkala
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Without God,
our week would be:
Sinday,
Mournday,
Tearsday,
Wasteday,
Thirstday,
Fightday & Shatterday.
Remember, seven days
WITHOUT GOD
makes one WEAK!!
Submitted by Barbara
MacIntosh
I asked God for water,
He gave me an ocean.
I asked God for a flower,
He gave me a garden.
If God brings you to it,
He will bring you
through it.

Happy moments,
praise God.
Difficult moments,
seek God.
Quiet moments,
worship God
Painful moments,
trust God.
Every moment, thank God.
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On Sunday, October 24, 2010, this committee hosted a Town Hall meeting
to share the committee’s work to date. We wanted to get the congregation’s
feedback and direction on two items: redevelopment, AND sharing of
space with another congregation.
We assured everyone that nothing had been decided and this meeting was the
first of many more to gather input on these topics.
Joe Smarkala presented our financial picture. From 2000-2008 our cash
reserves fell $150,000 to $60,000! In the last two years, our cash reserves
have rebounded slightly to about $100,000 because of our temporary reduced
ministerial staffing situation.
In 2008, Woodroffe invested in an engineering study by Keller Engineering to determine the maintenance needs of the church in the coming years.
Major repair and replacement costs (2008-2017):
 Heating / Furnace - $76,000
 Washrooms - $60,000 (WUC estimate)
 Banquet Hall / Lower Hall Renovations - $75,000
 Exterior Brick Work - $30,000
 Parking Lot - $200,000 ($30,000 if maintaining only)
 Windows & Exterior Painting - $80,000
 Electrical & Lighting - $18,000
 Roof - $25,000
 Total Costs from 2008 to 2017 - $721,000
 Total Costs from 2008 to 2037 - $2,000,000
Looking at the next 10 years, we require approximately $75,000/year to
attend to these significant needs to maintain a viable building. Our cash reserves will not support that work. And, do we want to spend $75,000/year on
our ‘bricks and mortar’?
The Long Range Planning Committee was created June 10, 2008 by Council as recommended by the Board of Trustees - to ensure the 20 year sustainability of the current WUC. We initially looked at ways to leverage our use of
space. While additional revenue is possible, not $75K/year. We believe
through creative redevelopment and sharing of space that we have identified possible ways forward.
A variety of options exist for redevelopment – demolishing and rebuilding
on the auditorium/kitchen/Banquet Hall footprint OR demolishing all buildings and rebuilding OR relocation, to name three possibilities only. However
we replace existing Woodroffe buildings, we will stay true to our mission in
the community.
As a committee we shared our learnings from the past few months:

Met with architects – figure out what we need, do not demolish if unnecessary;

Informally spoke to Presbytery – reconnect when your plan is more defined
Continued on Page 3
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Our Trip to Morrisburg
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Submitted by Diana Baird
On June 23, 2010, forty-nine men
and women, members of Woodroffe,
and friends set off to have some fun
in Morrisburg. We were led by
Marilyn Sloan and Muriel McGuinty,
and the bus driver Jean-Yves, who
had over 20 years of experience driving large buses.
Down the 416, along the 401 we
drove, to Morrisburg, where we
stopped at the McIntosh Country Inn
for lunch. Here we were met by Dan
Hayward, who serves Woodroffe
quarter time with a busy schedule of
visiting.
He lives in Ingleside,
nearby, and serves a pastoral charge a
few kilometers away. All the participants had a chance to chat with Dan
during our stop at the Inn.
Lunch was a buffet with fish, turkey, salads, vegetables, and of course
dessert. There we had a choice of
healthy fresh fruit or delectable
squares and pies. The lunch finished,

we set off for the theatre and our
afternoon entertainment.
The Morrisburg Playhouse offered a comedy/farce called “The
Amorous Ambassador”. Not only
was the ambassador amorous, but
so were his wife and daughter and
also his butler. What with a young
man dressing as a woman, many
efforts of all the couples to sneak
off alone and a small house to do it
in, we were laughing so hard we
were almost rolling on the floor. I
think it would be safe to say everyone really enjoyed it.
We set off home along route 2,
hoping to see a tall ship or two at
the locks, but were denied that
pleasure. So back up route 416, and
back to Woodroffe after a very
pleasant and enjoyable day.
Many thanks to Marilyn and
Muriel for organizing our trip!
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Q. Who was the greatest
comedian in the Bible?
A. Samson. He brought
the house down.
Q. Why didn't they play
cards on the Ark ?
A. Because Noah was
standing on the deck.
Q. Did you know it's a sin
for a woman to make coffee?
A. Yup, it's in the Bible.
It says . . 'He-brews'

Long Range Planning (LRP) Committee Update
Continued from Page 2

Met with City Development – confirmed our boundaries and zo7nmi

Met with YMCA – shared information ;

Met with an interested Developer – our property is valuable;

Met with a real estate Broker – provided financial models and planning tools’; and

Gathered info from Kitchissippi United Church/Westboro experience.
After this information was presented, the congregation asked lots of questions and provided their input.
When discussion was complete, Sue asked those present to provide some direction to the committee:
1. Is there congregational interest to pursue redevelopment possibilities – YES.
2. Is there congregational interest to pursue sharing space with another congregation – YES.
Next Steps:
1. Discern space required by Woodroffe United to carry out its mandate in the community. More Town
Hall meetings will be planned for the New Year to get congregational input.
2. Develop more details around possible redevelopment scenarios.
3. Broaden and deepen discussions with congregations interested in sharing space with us.
4. Involve Presbytery when appropriate.
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Ten Truths About Bats
Submitted by Kringen Henein
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Take A Break
2010-2011
Tentative Schedule
Oct 3: Share Your Favourite Book and planning
night: 4 people attended,
some discussion was had
and books shared. The
following events came
from the planning portion
of the evening:
Nov 21: board games
Jan 7: sleigh ride (hoping
to coordinate with the
youth group for a joint
event and to get enough
numbers)
Feb 6: murder mystery
dinner
Mar 26: movie and discussion
Apr: serve coffee after
church (date not yet set)
May 8 or 15: Mini putt
June5: Pool party/BBQ
For more details contact
Catherine Montgomery
(613) 729-9401
Mosquito: An insect that
makes you like flies better.
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Thanks to Ulrich and Jetty ter
Haar Romeny for suggesting an article
on bats – fascinating mammals that
tend to get a bad rap from us humans.
What comes to your mind when
you think about bats? Much of what
folks believe about these beneficial
animals is based on superstition and
misinformation. Let’s consider a few
questionable points and dispel a few
myths.
Point 1: Most bats carry rabies. Fact:
Less than one half of one percent of
bats contract rabies. This is no higher
than is the case for many other mammals such as foxes or raccoons.
Point 2: Bats want to suck your blood.
Fact: Vampire bats make up only 3 of
the 1100 species found worldwide, and
they only live in South America. All
bats in Canada and the USA eat flying
insects. A common Canadian species,
the Little Brown Bat, can catch and eat
up to 600 mosquitoes in a single hour.
These little animals are your friends!
Point 3: Bats will fly into your hair.
Fact: Bats have finely tuned sonar
systems that enable them to avoid all
obstacles, including your hair, which
they have no interest in.
Point 4: Bats are ugly.
Fact: Bats don’t think you are very
attractive either. They much prefer
other bats. Besides, if you take a good
look, you will see they are kind of
cute.
Point 5: Bats are blind,
hence the term ‘blind as a
bat’.
Fact: Bats are not blind and many
have excellent vision, though it is less
important than their sonar for night
hunting.

Point 6: Bats are crazy, hence the
term ‘batty’.
Fact: Bats are intelligent animals
and would be insulted if they knew
of this connection.
Point 7: Bats are flying mice - the
French call them chauve-souris.
Fact: Bats are not closely related
to rodents. They are in a group of
their own that is, in fact, most
closely related to primates, the
group to which we belong.
Point 8: Bats have no economic
value.
Fact: insect-eating bats reduce
crop and forest pests; fruit and
nectar-eating bats pollinate plants,
disperse seeds, and are important
for the propagation of fruits such
as bananas, avocados, mangoes,
dates and figs, and to the very survival of rainforests.
Point 9: Bats in Canada are not
endangered species.
Fact: While this is still true, loss
of habitat, pesticide use and other
forms of human disturbance have
led to population declines, and
now a new threat is moving north
from the USA. White Nose Syndrome is a fungal disease that
spreads rapidly through bat populations during hibernation, resulting in massive die-offs. A few
cases have recently been discovered in Little Brown Bats in three
locations in Ontario. Sadly, bats
could become endangered in the
near future.
Point 10: Bats belong to the dark
side – just think of Halloween.
Fact: God loves bats and so
should we.
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Clergy Renewal Week in Chautauqua
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Submitted by Rev. Daniel Hayward
A highlight of our summer
was Clergy Renewal Week in
Chautauqua, New York. Each
year the International Order of
the King’s Daughters and Sons,
a Christian service organization,
selects ministers from across
North America to be the guests
of the Order for a week in
Chautauqua. The Order has several circles, or chapters, in Ottawa – you may know their
apartment building, the King’s
Daughters Apartments, on Cambridge Street South, or have
heard of their work with Meals
on Wheels.
Chautauqua, on the shores of
the lake of the same name, is
about an hour south of Buffalo,
New York, and is almost as far
as the Pennsylvania border. It
was founded in 1874 as a retreat
for Methodist Sunday School
teachers, and spawned a Chautauqua movement of traveling
tent shows and a number of
similar retreat communities.
The village became a summertime centre of arts, religion,
education, and recreation. Only
about 100 people live in Chautauqua during the rest of the
year, but in the summer there
are 10,000 people a day within
the walls of the community,
both visitors and summer residents. Many families have
owned the same cottages for
generations, and each of the major Protestant denominations in
the United States maintains a
house there.

Kirsty and I arrived on July
24th during a tornado that blocked
the road north of Chautauqua and
knocked out power to the area.
We met our King’s Daughters and
Sons hosts and fellow clergy and
spouses over a dinner of cold
food and warm hospitality! There
were ministers from the Anglican
Church of Canada and the American United Methodist, Presbyterian and United Church of Christ
denominations, as well as our
own United Church of Canada.
The Canadians were in Bonnie
Hall, a King’s Daughters house
on the main brick walk in Chautauqua, and the rest in Florence
Hall, on the shores of Lake Chautauqua.
We were provided with breakfast in our houses, but had to cook
or buy other meals –we often ate
at the United Methodist church,
which serves lunch, and in the
local restaurants and cafes. There
was worship each morning with
the guest preacher for the week,
Rev. Barbara Brown Taylor, an
Episcopal priest who is well
known for her books on preaching
and faith. Worship services and
major events are held in the amphitheatre in the centre of the village. Each summer week has a
theme, and during our week it
was photography, organized by
the George Eastman House museum in Rochester, New York.
We heard from the photographer
who took the famous “Afghan
girl” photo on the cover of National Geographic and saw an exhibit of his work, the poet laureate
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of the United States, the inventor of the digital camera
in 1975 (it took three minutes
to save an image onto cassette tape), and many others.
Afternoon lectures are in the
Hall of Philosophy, styled
after a Greek temple. Each
evening there were worldclass symphony, ballet and
opera performances, and on
the Friday (our wedding anniversary) a concert by Dion,
who will be remembered by
folks of a certain age for
songs like The Wanderer and
Runaround Sue. Chautauqua
has many other opportunities
for rest and renewal – classes
of many kinds, cinema,
swimming, sailing, steamboat excursions on the lake,
and the surrounding country
with wineries and Amish
farms. We took part of a day
to drive across Pennsylvania
and into Ohio.
Continued on Page 6

Adult: A person who has
stopped growing at both
ends and is now growing in
the middle.
Dust: Mud with the juice
squeezed out.
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Clergy Renewal
Week in
Chautauqua
Rev. Daniel Hayward
Continued from Page 5
It was wonderful to relax
and soak in art, music and
knowledge, to hear from leaders in fields from preaching to
photography, and to share
with colleagues about our
ministry experiences and our
faith, all among the gingerbread Victorian cottages and
stately public buildings of a
beautiful lakeside community.
We hope to return sometime
to have our spirits fed some
more! Of course, anyone can
visit Chautauqua – the programming and the fees for admission passes can be viewed
at www.ciweb.org.

THOUGHT
“Patience with others is Love,
Patience with self is Hope,
Patience with God is Faith.”
( Adel Bestavros --- theologian and author to the Coptic
Orthodox Church)
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The Scouts closed out our 20092010 season with a canoe trip into
the interior of Algonquin Park’s
north side. Six canoes set out from
Brent to a tiny island about 12 km
away (some Scouts will tell you it
was much further, but don’t believe them) on a small lake called
Laurel Lake. We had a fantastic
weekend of swimming, cooking,
campfires, and exploring little
creeks, bays, and other islands.
At year’s end, we said goodbye to 5 graduating Scouts but in
September, we more than made up
for the loss by welcoming 10 new
Scouts, so we are now a troop of
15. In early October, we enjoyed a
great Fall weekend of camping at
Camp Traill near the north shore

of Charleston Lake. We set up
a geocaching course for the
Scouts, where they use maps
and GPS to navigate to preestablished locations where
there is a small cache of
(usually) food or treat. We also
did some orienteering, as well
as a full slate of games, campcraft, cooking, and campfires.
Most scouts and some leaders
also went swimming!
Most recently, we had 8 enthusiastic Scouts at the bazaar
cooking and serving up 18
dozen hot dogs and over 100
cans of pop. We’re looking forward to a winter full of activities including a camp and the
Klondike sled derby.

My Sister Eva Nesbitt
Submitted by Brother Paul Tessier New Liskeard, Ontario
My Sister, Eva Nesbitt celebrated her 99th birthday at Starwood
Extendicare in Nepean Ontario on August 2nd 2010. My wife Dorothy and daughter Janie and I, traveled down from the north to put on
a party for her. Her favourite treats were the wild blueberries and
wild strawberries from up north.
A lot of the staff and some of the residents stopped in to wish her
Happy Birthday, as well as some good friends from Ottawa.
Eva still has very fond memories of Woodroffe United - particularly the sewing group and the fall bazaar. She enjoys the bulletins
she gets from the church and the visits she gets from some of the
members. She is quite bright and her sense of humour has not left
her one bit.
Eva takes part in all the activities that she can and always says
how good the staff is to her. She sure enjoys her time at Starwood.
I know she would want me to wish everyone at Woodroffe United
all the best.
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Submitted by Joe Smarkala
Well, we did it again. The Bazaar
was extremely successful, the best
yet financially.
Although we
haven’t completed the financial
books for October yet, I can tell
you that we are about $40,000 financially ahead of last year. And
this doesn’t include the monies
you’ve contributed to the Flush
Fund. Thank you so very much!
As mentioned at the recent
Town Hall meeting, this improvement in finances is mainly due to
savings we’ve had in ministerial
salaries and in larger contributions
from the Russian Day Care center.
Talking about the Flush Fund,
we’ve finally got a contractor
(WestEnd Bath and Kitchen) to
renovate the east end washrooms.
Work is scheduled to start around
November 8 and it will take about
10 days to complete the work. The
monies you’ve raised in the Flush

Fund should cover this work and
we even have enough to do some
improvements to the urinals in a
couple of the other bathrooms at
Woodroffe. Cost savings in water usage will result by doing this
additional work. We apologize
in advance for any inconvenience this work causes you during the renovation period.
As promised, we will be having a major prize drawing following completion of the new
washrooms. I’ve kept track of
all contributors to the Flush Fund
and the Roof & Repair Fund
over the last 18 months. We will
have a random draw of names
and those picked will have their
names embossed on plaques
commemorating
these
new
washrooms. The plaques will be
placed either near the doors to
the washrooms or on the stalls in
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the washroom, your choice.
This is a very busy time for
your Treasurer. Contribution
slips have been mailed to all of
you indicating your contributions as of the end of September.
Also the Stewardship campaign has started. Pledge Sunday will be on Sunday, November 21. 2011 Envelope
boxes will be distributed as
well as 2011 Pledge cards.
Please be as generous as you
can in your pledges for 2011.

“Testing-1-2-3”
Submitted by Jamie Hockin
Thanks to the Memorial Fund and the Concert Fund, the choir now has equipment to make recordings
that can be easily shared. Alison Kranias has already made learning tracks that choir members can
download from the church web site. This is very useful when anthems are more difficult or when there is
little time to learn our parts. The key piece of technology is a portable 4-channel recorder that can make
high-quality recordings of the whole choir, soloists, or just the piano or organ. There is no need to make
copies of tapes or CDs as the recordings can be shared through the internet. Along with the recorder, we
also have two new microphones that are specially designed for singing voices. Most other microphones in
the church are best for the spoken word.
Those not in the choir will also have a chance to appreciate this new equipment. The recorder will be
used to capture the lessons, carols and other music you will hear on the 2010 Audio Advent Calendar. You
can start listening to the calendar on the Woodroffe web site beginning December 1, when a link will appear on the home page at www.woodroffeunited.org.
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Fall Reflection from the Choir Stall
Submitted by Iain J. McGilveray
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Christmas
Shortbread
Cookies
The Membership Rel at i o n s C o mm i tt ee
would appreciate your
donations of shortbread
cookies.
Please bring the shortbread to the U.C.W.
Christmas Potluck Supper on Tuesday, December 7 or to the
Church office by Thursday, December 9.
Cookies will be arranged in gift packages
on Saturday morning,
December 11 in the
auditorium at 10:00 and
will be ready for delivery on Sunday, December 12.
Thanks for your support and help!

God loves you because
of who God is, not because of anything you
did or did not do!
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For me, two poems (1819) that
evoke impressions of fall are Keats’s
Ode to autumn: “Season of mists and
mellow fruitfulness” and Shelley’s Ode
to the West Wind.: “the leaves dead are
driven like ghosts from an enchanter
fleeing, yellow, and black, and pale,
and hectic red, pestilence-stricken multitudes!” The first is more exuberant
celebrating early autumn and harvest
while Shelley is more somber. Although neither of the poets experienced
the glory of fall in Eastern North
America, which we can enjoy around
Ottawa - together with many fall fairsthey do capture some of the emotions
we feel, including thanksgiving for the
harvest. As urban dwellers in the 21st
century, we tend to be isolated from the
hazards of farming and it is unsurprising that most hymns and anthems of
thanksgiving are from the 19th century,
when congregations were so dependent
on good harvests for employment and
survival. In Woodroffe UC for several
years we have been indebted to Elaine
and Dave Armstrong and their helpers
for the artistic harvest festival displays
as a background to our Thanksgiving
worship and engendering such feelings.
In the past few years, as part of a
singing group, I have been fortunate to
do early fall tours among smaller congregations in the country, such as Annapolis valley, NS and the Owen
Sound area of Ontario and it with these
congregations that one senses the
closeness to nature. The history of their
churches is always of interest, although
congregations are dwindling (sadly like

Shelley’s leaves). There are some
remarkable wooden interiors and
pulpits in country churches, a legacy
from our troubled lumbering industry. However, it is the people in the
churches that are an inspiration as
they try to preserve their heritage.
They respond well to the songs
(ancient & modern) and it always
good to see a leavening of young
people detached from their iPods
and we hope they are inspired to follow some of the traditional church
music. It is difficult for youngsters
to feel the spirit from “We plough
the fields and scatter”, when much
of their work (and play) is with keyboard, mouse, game console (etc.)
with ever increasing band width and
high speed internet connections, using devices that are obsolescent
within months. The hope is that the
“Green revolution” will encourage
them to return to nature in some degree. For the older generation, many
who perhaps feel like Shelley’s
leaves blown hither and yonder with
change, we can cleave to our faith
and embrace worthwhile change to
accomplish our mission.
As we watch the “gathering swallows twitter in the skies” we in Ottawa can be thankful for the year’s
harvest, which although it brought
much misery around the World earthquake, fires, floods, hurricanes
and tsunamis- spared us the H1N1
pandemic. We thank God for his
mercy.

Get outside everyday. Miracles are waiting everywhere.
No matter how you feel, get up, dress up, and show up.
Advent 2010

Four More Months in Kenya
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Submitted by Wes Dearham
Editor’s note: Here is part of an email
from Kaitlin Dearham, who worked in
Nairobi all summer. Her fourth visit to
Kenya was for volunteer work related to
her master’s studies in anthropology at
the University of Guelph. The e-mail
was written in early September soon after her return home. View Kaitlin’s
Kenya 2010 photos at www.flickr.com/
photos/stateofwonder:
… After finishing all of my interviews and wrapping up work … I opted
to do some relatively local road-tripping.
The first bit of travel was going to the
rural home of my friend Guillit. Though
Guillit was raised in Nairobi, she like all
Nairobians maintains ties to an
"ancestral home"…. To most Nairobians
of my generation, this means that they
will occasionally visit their parents or
grandparents in their "shags" (that's
Sheng, Nairobi street slang, for rural areas)….
Guillit's ethnic group is Luhya ….
Guillit's parents live in Eshibhinga, a
village about an hour's drive from Kisumu. … We opted for the milk run bus
— a colourful but old and cramped vehicle which we caught at some ungodly
hour in the morning from the bustling
Machakos bus station in Nairobi. This is
the kind of bus where people are carrying live chickens in a box, where kids sit
on top of luggage in the aisle, where
they play lingala and local gospel music,
where the journey begins with a sermon
in Swahili from a traveling preacher,
and the passengers actually respond with
scattered "amens". … A hawker was

standing in the aisle, trying to
sell all manner of medicinal
concoctions….
The route to Western Kenya
is absolutely beautiful … When
you leave Nairobi, you see the
glorious Rift Valley spread out
before you. … [Beyond that],
this part of Kenya is green and
hilly, dotted with houses of
brick and iron, and mud huts
with thatched roofs…. Eshibhinga itself is also a farming
community. [At] Guillit's parents' compound … there are
several houses … There's also a
chicken coop, banana trees and
avocado trees galore — I was in
heaven. Guillit's parents live
with their grandson, Augustine
(Gus for short), who is about
eight years old and very cute
and mischievous. He quickly
took a liking to me and decided
to be my tour guide, proudly
holding my hand as we walked
around the village. I didn't understand much of what he said,
as it was in Swahili and Luhya
… and a few words of broken
English. But his actions spoke
volumes. This small boy actually bought us all a huge stick of
sugarcane with his own coins,
carried it home, and hacked the
bark off my piece with a machete when I wasn't able to rip it
off with my teeth, as the others
were doing. He'll be a heart-
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breaker, that one!
… It was so peaceful and
restful … and everyone was
so welcoming….
XOX, Kat

DON’T
MISS
“DECK
THE HALLS”
Sunday,
November 28

Wanted
Used Skates
Often Outreach is
asked for used skates.
With Christmas right
around the corner, what
a great gift your used
skates would be.
Please leave them
with Jan.

THOUGHT: "Positive people climb ladders in life that negative people are afraid to walk under."
( Rich" Mr. Positive" Wilkins —- Author , Humorous and Motivation speaker)
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Woodroffe Christmas Outreach
Submitted by the Outreach Committee
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How You Can Help…
Small items of soap,
shampoo, conditioner, hand
cream,
toothpaste,
toothbrushes, combs,
disposable razors, shaving
cream, etc. can now be placed
in the food box in the
Narthex or given to Ruth
Cooper or Faye Parker.
Knitters please get out your
wool
and
needles
and
knit
“sox”,
mitts, hats, and
scarves.
Angel Tree make sure you
and your family take home an
angel (or several) from the
angel tree and purchase a
suitable white gift.
Buy
socks for the men and boys!
Donations to the Outreach
Program can be placed in
your envelopes and labelled
OUTREACH. The Outreach
Committee appreciates the
ongoing help of the
congregation for all its’
projects.
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As Christmas approaches volunteer church members are busy
working behind the scenes collecting items for packages that the outreach volunteers will put together
for use during the season. Knitters
are busy making mittens and
scarves, people are putting small
toiletries such as soaps, shampoo,
tooth brushes and tooth paste in
the food box, used skates are being
donated and paper angels are being
made for the angel tree.
Approximately 65 families
come to Woodroffe each year to
register for assistance at Christmas. Each family is vetted by the

Christmas Exchange to avoid duplication. Along with the small
care package the church provides a
food voucher for each family.
Also age appropriate gift packages which include socks, a pair of
mittens from the mitten tree, a gift
from the angel tree (white gift donations) are assembled by outreach volunteers.
At this time the Outreach Committee is planning a budget for
Christmas. We do so based on
faith of the congregation’s continued support of the wonderful
Christmas Outreach program at
Woodroffe.

A Great Big Thank You!
Submitted by Ruth Cooper
Over the summer you have probably noticed a lot of activity in the
Friendship room. In fact there has been a total makeover.
In the July heat Brent Cuthbert and his talented team of Bruce Carson, Arnold Hodgins and Pat Pearson worked hard painting, tiling
floors, installing new lights, window coverings and crown moulding.
Working with these volunteers were Pat Cuthbert, Faye Parker and
Dorothy Hodgins the design and decorating team.
These improvements have been made by funds donated to Friends
of the Family for catering at funeral receptions.
In the spring the church lost a very special member, Nelson Smith.
In his many years at Woodroffe this kind thoughtful man worked quietly and tirelessly behind the scenes keeping things at Woodroffe in
good repair. He was always there when the roof leaked, the furnace
quit or whenever things broke down.
In his memory the Friends of the Family donated the funds for this
"new" Friendship room.
We would sincerely like to thank all those who contributed time
and effort to complete this project. It is hoped that this room will now
be enjoyed by all the church family.
Thanks very much to one and all!
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Submitted by Dave Watson
The Memorial Fund is made up of
donations from our congregation and
from visitors to Woodroffe in memory
of someone. The fund is used for various projects that represent new initiatives or enhancements to the church’s
activities and facilities. This year, monies have been spent on new cushions
for the Sanctuary, improving the sound
system in the banquet hall and providing sound equipment to record our
choir as a learning tool and to facilitate
development of the popular Audio Advent Calendar. One portion of the fund
is earmarked as the Memorial Window
Fund and is to be used toward stained
glass windows in the Sanctuary. Any
donations made to the Memorial Fund
are greatly appreciated and are acknowledged personally and in our Sunday church bulletin and are also recorded in the Memorial Book found in

Everybody, Somebody, Anybody and Nobody
Submitted by Marilyn Sloan
This is a story about four people
named Everybody, Somebody, Anybody and Nobody.
There was an important job to be
done and Everybody was sure that
Somebody would do it. Anybody could
have done it but Nobody did it. Somebody got angry about that, because it
was Everybody’s job.
Everybody
thought Anybody could do it but Nobody realized that Everybody wouldn’t
do it. It ended up that Everybody
blamed Somebody when Nobody did
what Anybody could have.
Get involved and become part of
what is going on. Don’t become Everybody, Somebody, Anybody or Nobody.

the Sanctuary. As well a tax receipt is
issued to the giver of the donation.
The Memorial Committee, which
has been in existence since 1973, is a
sub-committee of the Worship Committee and is responsible for determining how monies donated to the Memorial Fund are spent.. In addition the
Memorial Committee administers the
Woodwark Bursary Fund, which was
set up by a former Minister at
Woodroffe, the late Ken Woodwark
and his wife Ida. The proceeds of this
fund provides bursary gifts to selected
students who are in training to become
Ministers of the United Church of
Canada. Last year, $2,600 in total
was awarded to five students.
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No matter how much
you push the envelope
- it’ll still be stationery.
A rubber band pistol
was confiscated from
algebra class - because
it was a weapon of
math disruption.

Woodroffe United Church
Skiing or Not, Here We Come!
Retreat Weekend 2011
January 29th and 30th Weekend 2011
Need a retreat weekend to recharge?
Join us for a relaxing weekend at
Mont Blanc Spa and Ski Resort.
Whether you are skiing, shopping in the Mont Tremblant
Village, immersing yourself in nature, sitting by the
indoor pool and spa or gathering in community
with WUC friends, this is getaway you have
been looking for.
For information and to make your
reservation contact:
Tonja and Phil Aldis, 613-608-5369
paldis1@yahoo.com

Deadline for deposits: Nov. 23, 2010
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A Visit to a Buddhist Monastery
Submitted by Kringen Henein
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An Anonymous
Donation
Who was the kind person
that put a big batch of maple
fudge on the candy table for
the bazaar?
I discovered this when I
returned on Friday evening
for the "volunteer shopping".
I would like to thank you
so much for your support in
donating this candy to our
effort.
I would appreciate it if
you would share this recipe
with me as the fudge was delicious! Shirley Sloan 8297112.

Many Thanks to all who
make the WUC Uniter so
unique and special!
Deb Lester
dklester@rogers.com
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In early September, a number of
members of the Jubilee UCW Unit
spent a Saturday at Betty Jean
Bone’s cottage on lovely Pike Lake
near Perth Ontario for a potluck and
a day of relaxation.
As part of our afternoon, Betty
Jean arranged a visit to the nearby
Tisarana Buddhist Monastery.
We walked over to the property,
which is set in 108 acres of woodland, pasture and wetland, and were
welcomed by one of the monks in
residence, Ajahn Kusalo. Ti-sarana
means three refuges (The Buddha
(teacher), Dhamma (teaching) and
Sangha (community).
The monastery is a residence for
those training as Buddhist monks
but is also open to anyone who
wishes to have a spiritual retreat,

and we met a young woman from
Ottawa who was there for that
purpose.
Ajahn Kusalo spent almost an
hour with us, talking of his path
to this life, which began in New
Zealand, and the philosophy of
the Way. He was pleased to answer our questions and offered us
a tour of the facilities. It was
most interesting and insightful.
We left enriched and very grateful
to have had the opportunity for
the visit.
While we were there in the old
farmhouse that serves as the centre for the Monastery, we saw
through the window a white-tailed
deer browsing in the grass with a
backdrop of golden fields and
blue sky. It was a beautiful moment.

The Forgotten Tree
Submitted by Diokno Segundo
In Acts 10:39, the Cross of Calvary is called a tree. It is also referred
to this way in Acts 5:30, Acts 13:29, Galatians 3:13 and 1 Peter 2:24. At
this season when much attention is paid to the Christmas tree covered
with tinsel, ornaments, and coloured lights, the rugged cross of Calvary
might well be called the forgotten tree of Christmas. Many people completely overlook the purpose for which Jesus came to earth. The true significance of His birth can be lost in the trappings, give-giving, and partygoing associated with the celebration of this holiday. We must keep
clearly in mind the real meaning of Christmas.
Luke tells us that “the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that
which was lost” (Luke 19:10). The babe of Bethlehem was born to die.
He came to give His life as a sacrifice for sin by hanging on a tree – not a
tinsel-covered thing of beauty, but an ugly, cruel instrument of execution.
As we remember our Saviour’s birth in Bethlehem’s stable, let us be
deeply conscious that it is vitally related to Golgotha’s Hill where He was
crucified, and where He shed His blood for the sins of the world. Do not
let Calvary’s Cross be the forgotten tree of Christmas. It is the most important one!
Advent 2010
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Submitted by Dave Watson
Cathy Ziai and I were talking a bit
after church on the last Sunday in August, trying to get focused again on
some Memorial Committee issues
that needed to be dealt with after the
summer break. In the course of the
conversation she mentioned that she
had run into trouble with her car, as
something sizeable was dragging underneath the front end. She had to tie
it up somehow and get to church because she was committed to ushering
in the absence of Don Partridge, who
was still basking on the shores of
Lake Couchiching. After church she
would go to Canadian Tire, if open,
to get it repaired. When we headed to
the parking lot she tucked a couple of
Jan’s sermons under her arm to read
while waiting at Canadian Tire. I told
her I wasn’t much help with this kind
of thing but I took a quick look at her
car in the parking lot. Cathy had
woven a green rope around whatever

was dragging underneath and attached it neatly with a bow to the
front bumper.. I offered to follow
her to Cdn. Tire but she said if she
got to Carling Ave. without a problem, she’d be OK. So we headed
out by the YMCA and wove around
behind Carlingwood Mall to Carling Ave. (a little trouble for me
keeping up with her sometimes)
and everything seemed OK so she
headed off to Cdn. Tire.
When she got there the mechanics on duty told her there was a
minimum charge of $25 to put the
car up on the hoist, to which she
agreed. After a considerable length
of time and some running around,
apparently looking for the right
hardware to secure the protective
shield under the car, two mechanics, joined by their supervisor, came
to the waiting room, all smiles and
in a jovial mood. They informed
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her there would be no
charge for the repairs and
also the hoist fee was
waved. They said they had
never had such a neatly
dressed customer come in
for service on a Sunday
morning with a green rope
fastened with a neat bow
around the front bumper.
The senior mechanic said
they had decided such
“temporary repair ingenuity” had to be rewarded. No
charge at all! Free service
at C.T.; that does not happen very often !!!

UCW News
Submitted by Kringen Henein
The three UCW Units are off to a good start this year with October get-togethers involving fellowship,
conversation, shared lunches, summer experiences, bazaar volunteering and the joy of meeting in the newly
refurbished Friendship Room. We are all appreciative of the work put in by Friends of the Family to transform this space into something so attractive and welcoming. It looks great!
The UCW Units are open to all women of Woodroffe Church, and friends from the community. I encourage anyone looking for a break during their busy life to come out to a monthly meeting. We are really
friendly and we won’t pressure you to commit to anything. We have lively discussions, outside speakers,
bible studies; we share our favourite books, bake and exchange Christmas cookies, and contribute to the
life of the Church. Give us a try. All Units meet once a month in the Friendship Room. Watch for the notices in the bulletin.
Renaissance Unit meets the 4th Monday at noon; contact Shirley Sloan at 829-7112
Central Midway Unit meets 3rd Monday at noon; contact Muriel McGuinty at 728-5325
Jubilee Unit meets the first Wednesday at 7:30 pm; contact Barbara Neve at 722-0939
Or, just drop in to a meeting – you will be made most welcome. Hope to see you!
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Living in the Land of the Midnight Sun
Submitted by Allison Hockin
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“Dog Sense”
Submitted by Sharron Joy
A Nativity Scene was
erected in a church yard.
During the night the
folks came across this
scene.
An abandoned dog was
looking for a comfortable,
protected place to sleep.
He chose baby Jesus as
his comfort. No one had
the heart to send him
away so he was there all
night.
We should all have the
good sense of this dog and
curl up in Jesus' lap from
time to time.

Everything can change in
the blink of an eye. But
don’t worry, God never
blinks!
No one is in charge of
your happiness but you!
Over prepare and then go
with the flow.
Life is too short to waste
time hating anyone.
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On May 18th, 2010, I flew out of
Ottawa International Airport destined
for Winnipeg, about to embark on a
true Canadian adventure. The next day
Marli, a fellow Queen’s student, and I
boarded a small plane that seated
about 20 people and flew into the cold
North. We arrived in Repulse Bay just
as school was letting out. It was -15ºC
and the snow was blowing all across
the tundra, making it feel much colder.
This was the beginning of our summer.
Marli and I had given up a summer
in Ontario’s heat and humidity to volunteer in Repulse Bay, Nunavut, a
small Inuit community of about 800
people, located on the Arctic Circle,
north of Hudson’s Bay. We traveled
here with a group called QPID,
Queen’s Project on International Development, in order to help run a children’s literacy camp. We ran our camp
for 8 weeks through June and July
with the two local girls, both 21 years
old and pregnant, we had hired in
May. The camp focused on both English and Inuktitut literacy through
daily reading time and classroom activities and games, and also included
gym activities and daily nutritious
snacks like cheese and crackers or
homemade muffins. Our kids ranged
from 5 years old to 14 years old and it
is safe to say they won our hearts almost instantly.
Some of our summer highlights
included teaching our younger campers how to sing O Canada in English,
to be performed for the whole community on Canada Day at the mayor’s
request. They did a wonderful job and
made us quite proud! We were im-

mersed in Inuit culture on Nunavut
Day, a territorial holiday on July
9th, when we attended the traditional tea and bannock making
contest. Tasting fresh bannock
made on an open fire was delicious. We similarly enjoyed buying fresh Arctic char at our front
door step for only $20 from a man
who simply asked “Wanna buy a
fish?”. We eventually adapted to
living in the land of the midnight
sun, as the sun set for a few hours
each night, if that, throughout the
summer. I loved exploring the tundra, a landscape of untouched
beauty. And climbing the skull of a
bowhead whale, the world’s second largest mammal, was another
uniquely Arctic experience.
Throughout the summer, campers could borrow books from the
camp library and at the end of the
summer, each one of our campers
took home two English books that
they could keep for themselves.
Having books of their own to keep
meant a lot to our kids. Many of
these books came from donations
made from the Woodroffe congregation and I would like to take this
opportunity to thank all those who
contributed to this project. To
those who donated books, school
supplies, posters and donations
from their offering, your gifts were
all very well received and have
been put to good use. I feel truly
blessed to belong to such a generous and loving community. Thanks
again for being a part of this experience with me.
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Submitted by Amy Bridges
Church school is a place where the
young people of the Church family
can come to learn more about the heritage of their faith and the community
in which that faith is lived. It is a sacred place, where learning, growth and
fellowship intersect in beautiful and
inspiring ways.
It has been a privilege to participate
in Woodroffe United’s Church School
and I can assure you that this church
school is a place where learning and
loving happen. I can make this promise because I not only witness the joy
and nurturing of the church school
leaders, but because I myself have already been blessed by learning and
loving in this space. I would love to
share with you some of the lessons I
have been taught by the children of
this church.
From the Jk-Sk class, I have
learned how important it is to actively
love those around us. They have been
patient with me and stood by me with
bright smiles as I struggled to learn
names and routines, making terrible
mistakes along the way. I am humbled
every time they call me – a stranger –

“friend” because they remind me
how I am supposed to love the
stranger in my midst. Their love
is powerful because it is honestly
and freely offered, so I am learning from them how to reach out to
those who need my friendship.
From the grade 1-3 class, I am
inspired by creativity. They are
all given one set of specific detailed instructions and from these
instructions, each one makes
something beautiful and unique.
They apply their gifts and knowledge in ways that are special because of the ways that each one of
them is special. For me, this is a
lesson in how to respond to the
needs around me, by using the
strengths I was blessed with. We
shouldn’t look to our neighbour to
see what they are doing and emulate them… We should each be
the person that God calls us to be,
so that we can shine the way God
made us to shine.
From the grade 4-6 class, I
learn how important it is to volunteer. They want to be involved
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with everything that is going on in this community
and in our group. Hands
fly up when a job is available and their eager, passionate response to need is
overwhelming. They are
teaching me not to hold on
to my inner reserves of
time and energy, but to
expend them where they
are needed and to bless the
world, as they have.
I am delighted that my
education is not yet finished with this group, I
hope that they will keep
teaching me what it is to
be a follower of Christ, as
this community continues
to teach them.

Help Keep Food On The Tables!
Submitted by the Outreach Committee
It is the custom of Woodroffe United Church on the first Sunday of every month to collect food for the
two Food Centres – Britannia Woods and Foster Farm. These centres are part of the Ottawa Food Bank
network and receive some of their food each week from the Central Supply. Woodroffe has several members who volunteer each Monday morning to receive this food and stock shelves.
The food the congregation donates provides extras for those who otherwise would go without. Items
for lunches – jams, jello and canned fruit are all welcome additions. Money from the outreach fund also
helps to buy extra food, replace worn out fridges and freezers and general maintenance. The baskets for
donations will be out the first Sunday of every month. Please add a can or two to your weekly grocery
order. Any non perishable food will be most welcome.
Thank you very much for your continuing support.
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2010 Woodroffe United Bazaar
Submitted by Bruce Patrick and Dave Chaplin
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“Bazaar”
Thoughts….
Submitted by Deb Lester
As I sat in church the
Sunday following our
Bazaar, and Bruce and
Dave asked those who
had: convened a booth at
the Bazaar to stand; and
those who had sorted for
the Bazaar to stand; and
those who had helped at
the Bazaar to stand; and
those who had shopped at
the Bazaar to stand; and
those who had cleaned up
after the Bazaar to stand; I
realized how truly blessed
Woodroffe United Church
is to have folks willing to
come out and support our
church
in their own
special way. Woodroffe is
truly a family, with all
‘flavours’ of members!
Avery
special
“THANKS” to Bruce and
Dave for pulling the
Bazaar together for us!

The Annual WUC Bazaar was held
Saturday October 23 from 9 am to 1
pm. The church started to buzz a week
earlier during sorting Sunday when
over 60 volunteers helped move goods
from auditorium to the lower hall and
areas of specific interest. In about 90
minutes, a mountain of clothes, toys,
tools, china etc. etc. were moved to
prepare for the setting up of sales tables. A great deal of work was accomplished and a reward of a lovely meal
of sandwiches, and desserts was available for all.
During the week, dozens of volunteers spent free moments setting up
their respective areas, arranging goods
in an artistic way, pricing items and
making schedules for table workers on
the big day itself. On the day of the
bazaar the pace was fast and the sales
fluid. In the midst of this apparent
pandemonium, volunteer sales-people
are amply supported during their short
breaks by the excellent sandwiches,
juices and sweets available to them in
the hospitality room.
It is always fascinating to see the
mix of young families, singles, and
older couples who make up the bazaar
shoppers. They find time to stop in at
the Copper Kettle for refreshments
before resuming their shopping. The
parking crew outside, the security
team inside, and the treasury &
hospitality teams are just a few of the
groups who are integral to the
success of the bazaar.

The hours and days following
the bazaar are also interesting.
Jan and Mary Lynne and their
teams do an excellent job of recycling as many glass, paper and
plastic products as possible.
Used books are taken to various
bazaar workers' homes for paper
recycling. Once this task is accomplished, other convenors
make sure car loads of used
clothing, linens, house wares,
furniture and other items are donated for re-use to other recipients. The Shepherds of Good
Hope, Centre 507, and the Well
are a few of the recipients
of Woodroffe's leftover bazaar
items. All are appreciative of the
good quality donations that come
their way.
This year, the bazaar raised
over $24K that will augment the
church's cash
flow in a very welcome way.
THANKS to all who donated
goods or services, and to those
church members who
bought items. THANKS also to
the convenors and their table
workers. Believe it or not, about
275 people contributed their services during set-up, the
bazaar and the clean up activities. All these groups of people
are needed to make the bazaar
such a success and it certainly
paid off this year.

Church Bulletins Bloopers
The Fasting and Prayer Conference includes meals.
The sermon this morning: “Jesus Walks on the Water”.
The sermon tonight: “Searching for Jesus!”.
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Submitted by Carol Cochrane
I may have lost count, but I’m pretty
sure this year marked the eighth year that
I worked in “Gift Baskets” at the Bazaar.
For a number of years earlier, I was involved with kids’ clothing and toys, but
when the opportunity presented to leave
the McDonald’s give-a-ways and the knee
-less jeans, I jumped at the chance and I
must say it’s a decision I have never once
regretted.
For this year’s effort, we had 136 baskets to sell and by 12: 12 p.m. on Bazaar
Day, we had realized $1,183.00 in profit.
That’s certainly nothing to sneeze at. In
fact, it’s something to be darn proud of.
So why then, do you ask, do you feel the
need to “confess,” Carol? Allow me to
explain….
As soon as the calendar flips to October, there is a certain excitement that
grows within me. It is not a lookingforward-to-fall kind of excitement; nor an
expectation of the turkey feast that will
soon be available for consumption on
Thanksgiving weekend. Rather, it is a
feeling of eager anticipation, knowing that
the Bazaar is just a few weeks away.
Regardless of how busy my professional and personal life may be, Bazaar
Week provides to me an escape from that
madness. I know that those six days will
allow me to leave the office at a decent
hour, ignore the mundane family obligations of laundry and grocery shopping,
and reunite with two of the finest women I
know:
Maggie Kerkhoff and Nancy
Carter. They are my fellow “Babes,” and I
can’t imagine doing baskets without
them.. We are a united team of three, the
Other Trilogy, one could say. And we
have been that team since Day One. It
just wouldn’t be the same without all
three of us being there. We’re not individuals, but a collective – just like the
“Three Little Pigs” and the “Three Blind
Mice.” One could say that I am the
“Pop,” to their “Snap and Crackle.”

When we meet in the sanctuary
over Bazaar Week, we initially
tackle the collection of goodies to
see what this year’s baskets might be
able to offer. Although Pat is wonderful at scooping great stuff for us
as it comes in, we take cardboard
boxes in hand and go “shopping” (as
we call it) to gather up the merchandise to collect what we might need.
We have yet to be disappointed. It
amazes me when I see each year all
of the unopened toiletry sets, the gift
boxed stationery, the serving dishes
with the price tags still on the bottom
and the cello-wrapped journals and
photo frames. These items – and
many more—become the building
blocks for our baskets of beauty.
The creativity comes in the bringing together of the various items that
have been garnered. Drawing from
one another’s ingenuity and resourcefulness, a microwave egg
poacher, a plate with a chicken on it,
a “Get Crackin’” cookbook and
some bright yellow oven mitts are
placed together in a basket and voilà
– “Great Eggs-pectations!” Each
basket is given a name – something
that I must say is not always easy to
come up with. It is not unusual for
us to have 25+ baskets of bath products or toiletry items. Try to be
original with that! Once the first
fifteen have been named (with such
inviting titles as “Special Moments,”
“Quiet Times”, “Indulgence” and “A
Touch of Heaven,”), I must say it’s
tough to come up with another
dozen. I have been at the point
where I’m ready to write: “More
Bath Crap” on the tag – but Maggie
and Nancy save me, and offer instead:
“Lavender Lovelies” or
“Feelings of Freshnesss.” Thank
goodness for my team!
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On Bazaar Day this year,
the Babes sported pink boas
to throw in a bit of fashion
flare, but also to give unified
recognition to Nancy’s current breast cancer challenge.
When the doors opened,
many of our “regulars” from
past years quickly flocked to
our table to admire our
feather-framed faces and to
inspect the products of our
labour. I get quite a kick
out of some of the folks we
see each year. There’s the
married couple that do almost all of their Christmas
shopping with us and leave
with about twelve baskets in
their hands and around
$250.00 less in their pockets.
There’s Maggie’s friend,
Dodi, who “cases the joint”
and then hovers protectively
around her preferred items
waiting for the half price
announcement to be made at
11:30 a.m.. And then there’s
the lady in the scooter who
smiles sweetly at us, but insists each year on putting her
fingers into the cellophane
wrap to touch everything
displayed within and to ask
an endless line of questions
ranging from the self-evident
“What’s this?” to the highly
details type question: “Is the
paper in the journal lined?”
Continued on Page 18
Page 17
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Confessions Of A
“BASKET BABE”
Continued from Page 17
When the announcement is
made by Maggie – usually
somewhere between 11:30 and
12:30 on the Big Day – that
“THE BASKETS HAVE SOLD
OUT!”, I enjoy an oddly combined sense of relief, a pride,
but also regret. After all, I know
that that announcement means
that the “Basket Babes” will be
disbanding for yet another year.
Coming together at the Bazaar is to allow us to make a personal contribution to help the
church financially. We all know
that through our combined efforts, we are able to realize almost $25,000.00 in muchneeded revenues. Our volunteering at the Bazaar is to be a
selfless offering of our time and
our talents in a true demonstration of stewardship. But alas, I
must confess that my role as a
Basket Babe is not so altruistic.
My motivation is, to the contrary, quite selfish. I do it so I
can be with my fellow “Babes.”
It is their friendship, their laughter and their support that makes
it all worth my while.
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21 Angel Tree in Sanctuary
Mitten Tree in Narthex
28 Advent 1: Communion
Deck the Halls @4:00pm
Potluck Dinner @5:30pm
Followed by the Carol Sing
Angel Tree in Sanctuary
Mitten Tree in Narthex

25—27 Christmas & Boxing
Day Church Closed
31 New Years Eve: Church
Closed @12:00 noon

January

New Years Day
Church Closed
3 New Years Day Holiday
Church Closed
9 New Members Breakfast
December
@8:45am
4 Stairwell Carolers Concert
Reception of New
5 Advent 2: White Gift Sunday
Members
Kindle A Flame @7:00pm
Communion
7 UCW Potluck Dinner @6:00pm
23 Stone Soup
12 Advent 3: Lesson & Carols
27– 30 Family/Adult Ski
19 Advent 4: Church School
Trip
Pageant
24 Christmas Eve Services
Family Service @7:00pm
Communion @11:00pm
Office Closed @ 12:00

1

February
21 Family Day Holiday
Church Closed
27 Scout Guide Service

A Paraprosdokian is a figure of speech in which
the latter part of a sentence or phrase is surprising or unexpected in
a way that causes the reader or listener to reframe or reinterpret the
first part. It is frequently used for humorous or dramatic effect,
sometimes producing an anticlimax:
Do not argue with an idiot. He will drag you down to his level and
beat you with experience.
Going to church doesn't make you a Christian any more
than standing in a garage makes you a car.
The last thing I want to do is hurt you. But it's still on the list.
Light travels faster than sound. This is why some people appear bright until you hear them speak.
Knowledge is knowing a tomato is a fruit; Wisdom is not putting it
in a fruit salad.
Submitted by Tanya Drew
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Submitted by Bob Walkington
I’m probably not the best person to
talk to you about outreach. I’ve just
taken over as chair of the Outreach
Committee, and, to be honest, I’m not
altogether sure what’s going on. Fortunately, I’ve got a really excellent
group of people working with me,
They won’t admit it, but they are quite
capable of carrying on the work of the
committee while I just stand and
watch. With their help, I’m gradually
learning what Outreach means to this
congregation. It’s been an eye-opener.
We have people staffing food
banks, humping sacks of lettuce and
potatoes, sorting cans and loaves of
bread, handing out boxes of food to
those who come for help.
We have people serving on the
boards of charitable organizations,
helping to ensure that the money we
contribute to them is spent wisely.
By the way, when I say “we”, I
really mean “you”, because many
more people than just Outreach Committee members are involved in this
work. You buy backpacks and fill
them with pencils and paper, so that
children can go to school properly
equipped.
Next month you will start Christmas shopping for the families who

rely on us for whatever Christmas
they get. You will be taking angels from the Angel Tree, and
buying White Gifts. You will be
hanging the mitts and scarves and
toques you’ve knitted on the Mitten Tree. You will be handing out
food vouchers for Christmas Dinner.
I’m finding that it’s much like
working on the bazaar - another
of your outreach activities - only
it goes on all year. You certainly
have cause to rejoice in our congregation’s outreach programme.
The work you do is one side of
outreach. The money you raise is
the other. And you raise a lot of
money, more than thirty thousand
dollars a year. Three food banks.
Sending children to camp. Bag
lunches for schoolchildren. Dropin centres. You are a major contributor to all these.
I’m happy to report that despite the tough economy we’re
experiencing, your givings haven’t suffered at all. BUT - and you
know what’s coming - because of
the tough economy, the needs
have gone up; way up.
Five years ago, four years ago,
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three years ago, we raised
more money than we spent,
and we built up a comfortable surplus - thirty-six
thousand dollars at the end
of the year 2007. Then the
recession came, people
needed more help, and the
surplus started melting
away. It was down to sixteen thousand at the end of
last year. I predict it will be
eight thousand by the end of
this year, and by the middle
of next year it will be gone.
Then, we’ll have to start
cutting back. What will we
cut? The food banks? The
Christmas dinners? The
school lunches?
I pray that this congregation can respond to the challenge - that we can give
more - so that the people
who depend on us can receive the support that they
need. Amen.
Submitted by Sue Smarkala

1. I think part of a best friend's job should be to immediately clear your computer history if you die.
2. I totally take back all those times I didn't want to nap when I was younger.
3. There is great need for a sarcasm font.
4. How many times is it appropriate to say "What?" before you just nod and smile because you still didn't
hear or understand a word they said?
5. Map Quest really needs to start their directions on # 5. I'm pretty sure I know how to get out of my
neighbourhood.
6. I think the freezer deserves a light as well.
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In Memory
(since our last
Newsletter)
Margaret Harle
William Birrell
Aat Bernhard
Jean Koski
Margaret Cashman
Derrick Young

Question: Dear Joe,
Now that we are finally about to get new
washrooms here at Woodroffe, can you tell me
the origin of some of the terms for such a facility such as bathroom, washroom, loo, privy, latrine, etc? Signed, Need to Go
Answer: Dear Needy,
How appropriate. Here’s what I could find. The difference
between a bathroom and a washroom is that a bathroom has a
bath tub or shower, while a washroom doesn’t. As for the term
‘loo’ , one source indicates that the word derives from the 17th
century preacher Louis Bourdaloue. His sermons at the Saint
Paul-Saint Louis Church in Paris lasted at least three hours and
myth has it that wealthier ladies took along "travelling" chamber pots that could be hidden under their dresses whenever the
need arose to avoid the need to leave. Due to the popularity of
the myth the bowls became known as Bourdaloues after the
preacher and later shortened to ‘loo’. Privy is an old fashioned
name for the word ‘private’, and latrine is a military term for
such a facility and is sometimes also referred to as a ‘head’.
In any case, it’s about time we get a nice new facility. And I
understand, some of you will have the privilege of having your
names embossed on plaques on the new stalls. Here’s wishing
you luck on being picked. You’re Welcome, Joe.

If you were at the Bazaar first thing on Friday evening, you may have been lucky enough to ‘snag’ the Fluffy
Pink Icing Squares that are ‘regulars’ at the event. The squares have been at our church bazaar since the
90’s and are always a ‘fast mover’. If you missed your chance to savour these delicacies now is your chance.
Our “Mystery Bakery” has agreed to share the recipe! But be careful—you must follow the recipe exactly!
Base: 1 1/2 cups Graham wafer crumbs; 1/2 cup butter—measure then melt; 1/2 cup brown sugar; 1 heaping
tbsp flour. Mix well. Press into 9”x9” pan. Bake 15 minutes at 275 degrees.
Filling: Mix 1 tin Eagle Brand condensed milk and 2 cups desiccated coconut (no substitute). Place on top of
base and bake for 30—35 minutes again at 275 degrees. Let stand until very very cool.
Icing: The most difficult part of this recipe!! The butter must be soft or it will be a failure. Mix 1/2 cup soft
butter and 3/4 cup icing sugar. Beat for 2 minutes. Add 2 tbsp milk and beat for 2 more minutes. Add 2 tbsp
boiling water and beat again for 2 minutes. Add a few drops of red food colouring or your choice of colour.
Add 1/2 tsp vanilla mix in well and spread over cooled squares.
Yum Yum — Enjoy!!
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