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      Most often the term ‘beginnings’ reminds me of 
the fall season, when new programs are prepared after 
the summer break. But, when I look around, our 
spring days are filled with beginnings in so many 
ways. And, before each beginning there must be an 
ending. 
     Snow shovels are hung away in the storage shed. 
The remaining wood in the woodshed is stacked and 
will dry further for next years fires. The last remain-
ing layer of white on the ground is long gone. Winter 
has ended. 
     The lush greenery springing forth after all the rain, 
has painted a picture of new beginnings. Flowers are 
budding and breaking forth into bright yellow, red 
and purple and the colours brighten my garden. As I 
sit and sip coffee early in the morning, awakening to 
the freshness of new growth, I reflect on what has 
ended over the past year and on the new beginnings 
of this season. 
     The work on our committees is drawing to a close. 
Traditionally in the church we mark our endings with 
celebration. We find ourselves in a month of pot luck 
meals, dessert parties, BBQ’s, and fellowship - draw-
ing us together in these last meetings before the sum-
mer break. 
     These final meetings in this past church year also 
bring a farewell to some folks.  We will be saying 
good-bye to Rev. Dan Hayward who has filled the 
role of pastoral care and visitation for two years. Dan 
has been a fine colleague to team with. I will miss his 
presence, his sense of humour, his wisdom and his 
compassion. Dan moves into a further ministerial 
workload as he Chairs the Seaway Valley Presbytery 
and continues with his two point pastoral charge at 
Ingleside-Newington. We also say good-bye to Amy 

Bridges, our assistant with the Church School and 
Youth Group. Amy came to us with a bundle of en-
ergy, a wealth of experience and a quiet sense of ser-
vice. She has been a strong leader this past year, 
working closely with our volunteers in church 
school and will now be on her way to full time 
teaching. God Bless you both in your new endeav-
ors. 
     We also say a different kind of farewell to folks 
who have been Committee Chairs and who are step-
ping down from their present role. These people are 
not leaving us, they will still be among us but in a 
different capacity. Thank you each for the strong 
leadership that you have offered. May you listen for 
the inner voice of God as you seek out new begin-
nings. 
     New beginnings are important. The first words in 
the Bible are “In the beginning….” 
     As I marvel in the mystery of all the beginnings 
of seedlings springing forth, I recall the story of the 
mustard seed found in the gospels of Matthew, Mark 
and Luke.  From small beginnings God has done 
great things. As Christians, we deal with beginnings 
differently. The big difference lies in the fact that we 
do not embark on projects alone. When we respond 
to inner urgings of God’s spirit we are made one 
with God’s own love of beginnings. As we take time 
for rest, renewal, and re-creation over the next few 
months, may we be open to respond to God’s nudg-
ing. New beginnings create new life. 
 Have a great summer.  Travel safe.  May 
God Bless you in all you do. 
 

Shalom,  Jan 
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Faith is the substance of things hoped 
for, the evidence of things not seen.   
Hebrews 11:1 



The W.U.C. Uniter  

Page 2 Woodroffe United Church 

SUMMER 
2011 

     The Lawrence Welk Show, 
which ended its run in 1982, re-
mains a great favourite in the re-
tirement residences I visit. The 
performers would end each epi-
sode by singing ‘Adios, au revoir, 
auf wiedersehen.’  It seems like 
this is a season of saying ‘adios, 
au revoir’ at Woodroffe, as we 
hold the seasonal events that seem 
to herald the start of summer – the 
garage sale, UCW dinner, golf 
tournament – and say ‘so long’ to 
Woodroffe folk who are traveling 
or at the cottage during much of 
the summertime. 
     It is ‘adios, au revoir’ in my 
life too. My mother died on 
Easter Saturday, and I am grateful 
to the Woodroffe congregation for 
their prayers, cards, and presence 
during her service as we said fare-
well to her. As I said then, it is 
our great hope as followers of Je-
sus Christ that, as Christ has been 
raised from death at Easter, we 
will all be raised. And so death is 
for us as Christians a ‘see you 
later’ rather than a ‘goodbye.’ 
     My appointment serving the 
Woodroffe congregation in pas-
toral care comes to an end this 
month. During the last two years I 
have spent time with you in meet-
ing rooms, houses, seniors’ resi-
dences, long term care facilities, 
and hospitals, and heard your sto-
ries of childhood, wartime, the 
early days of the Woodroffe 

‘Til We Meet Again, Adios, au Revoir, auf 
Wiedersehen  

Submitted by Rev Dan Hayward 

church, children and grandchildren, 
sorrow and joy – and heard of your 
faith: your ministry at Woodroffe to 
bring just a little of God’s realm of 
love and justice into being in this part 
of Ottawa, and your hope in the prom-
ise that our life in Christ is so rich that 
death cannot stop it. I know that you 
will continue to hold to your faith in 
God as Creator, Saviour, and Sustain-
ing Spirit, and your prayers will lift up 
all who minister at Woodroffe: Jan 
and her new colleague when she or her 
comes, the pastoral care team and 
homebound visiting, Council and com-
mittees, many others from UCW to 
Scouting to choir, and all who quietly 
care for neighbours in conversations, 
cards, and calls. 
     I will be serving still at Ingleside 
and Newington in Seaway Valley 
Presbytery, where I also supervise the 
Matilda pastoral charge at Brinston 
and Hulbert-Valley and help Knox-St. 
Paul’s United Church, Cornwall, with 
a few hours of pastoral visiting. I am 
also Presbytery chair this year, with 
several projects on the go including a 
restructuring of the Presbytery and its 
constituent congregations, and a joint 
effort with the United Church of 
Christ in New York State on witness-
ing for peace during the War of 1812 
Bicentennial. 
     My prayers will be with you that 
Woodroffe will remain a beacon of 
light and love in this neighbourhood. 
And now, ‘til we meet again, adios, au 
revoir, auf wiedersehen. 

Woodroffe Prayer 
Group 

Submitted by May Allen 
 

     Did you know that the 
Woodroffe Prayer Group will 
offer daily prayers in support 
of folks who are going through 
difficult times?   
     Prayers and recipients are 
completely confidential.  Sim-
ply complete the Prayer Re-
quest form beside the prayer 
box in the Narthex which   
identifies the prayer recipient 
and the length of time for the 
prayers.  
     Allow the power of group 
prayer to support this individ-
ual in their time of need.   

Pop Quiz…. 
What determines whether an 
eggshell is white or brown? 
A) the breed of hen 
B) the time of year the eggs 

were laid 
C) whether the chicken is 

male or female 
D) the nationality of the 

chicken 
E) whether the chicken feath-

ers are white or brown. 
See Page 4 for answer... 

God is our refuge and our strength, an ever-present help in distress. 
Psalms 46:1 



The W.U.C. Uniter  

Page 3 Woodroffe United Church 

SUMMER 
2011 

There are only two ways to live your  life. 
One is as though nothing is a miracle. 
The other is as  though everything is a 
miracle.              Albert Einstein 

     If you know of anyone who needs to apply for emergency 
food from the Britannia Woods Food Pantry – one of the food 
banks which we support with money, food, and volunteer work-
ers – this is what they would need to know: 

BRITANNIA WOODS EMERGENCY FOOD PANTRY 
115-9 Ritchie Street, Ottawa, Ontario  K2B 6E8 

613-829-3696 
     We began operations in early 1992, originally sponsored by 
Our Lady of Fatima Church and the following year joined by 
Woodroffe United and St. Rémi Churches with both financial 
assistance and volunteer workers. At present we are also draw-
ing from the Central Food Bank since we could no longer han-
dle the financial burden alone. 
     HOURS - Tuesday 6:30 PM to 8:30PM 

Friday 9:30 AM to 11:30 AM 
     AREAS SERVED - From Broadview Ave. on the East to the 
City limits on the West and from the river south to Carling Ave. 
and to Richmond Road to include Michelle Heights. 
     We operate as an EMERGENCY food pantry. As such we 
can give food to families only 12 times in any twelve month 
period.  In order to use these services, the following identifica-
tion is necessary.  
     IDENTIFICATION -  Valid ID for both those requesting 
assistance along with ID for each family member each time a 
request is made.  Valid ID includes:  

1. a document showing a current address. dated no older 
than 60 days, e.g. hydro, cable or phone bill, govern-
ment cheque stub 

2.  one official document for each member of your house-
hold (e.g. health card, birth certificate, citizenship cer-
tificate etc.). You will be given food only for those who 
have ID. 

*** N.B: If no ID is shown, you cannot be served. *** 

Britannia Woods Emergency Food Pantry 
Submitted by Bob Walkington  

In Memory….. 

(since our last 

Newsletter) 
Douglas Arbuckle 
Harvey McDonald 

Lorne Steele 
Frank Herring 

Edith Drew 
Wil Sly   

 

What we have once enjoyed, 
we can never lose.   

All that we love deeply 
becomes a part of us.      

Helen Keller 

Did You Know…… 
     When Napoleon was attacking Russia, he appointed three scientists to create a method of preserving rations 
for his troops.  Their brainchild:  canned food!  Among the men was Louis Pasteur, the inventor of the pas-
teurization method.  The technique developed for canning way back then is virtually the same process used 
today.  Unfortunately, the scientists neglected to invent a can opener.  So, by relying on knives and bayonets 
to pierce the thick metal cans, many soldiers ended up wounding themselves. 
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The Ring-billed Gulls are nesting 
again on the little islands in the Ot-
tawa River, west of Lemieux Island.   
Have you seen them or heard them?  
It’s worth a trip to Lemieux Island to 
have a look at their antics.  Every 
spring hundreds gather here to mate, 
lay eggs and raise their young amid 
a cacophony of screams, mews and 
choruses. 
     What comes to mind when you 
think of gulls?  The sea?  But these 
gulls live their lives along fresh wa-
ter.  Scavenging in fast food parking 
lots?  Yes, but French fries are not 
part of their natural diet.  Annoy-
ingly present on beaches?  Yes, but 
the shoreline is part of their habitat, 
even though we would prefer to have 
the beaches to ourselves.  As a mat-
ter of fact, these gulls are an interest-
ing and adaptable species able to 
thrive and make a living in an urban 
habitat.  Like us, they are generalists 
and opportunists. 
     The adult Ring-bill is a medium 
sized gull, quite handsome with a 
light grey back, a white head and 
breast, and black tipped tail feathers.  
Its legs are yellow and it has a 
matching yellow bill with a black 
ring around it.  The black ring will 
help you distinguish it from other 
gulls, such as the Herring Gull, 
which has a red spot on the beak and 
no ring. 
     The Ring-billed Gull nests in 
colonies on islands in April and 

Creatures Great and Small…  Ring-billed 
Gulls     Submitted by Kringen Henein 

May.  The nest is built on the 
ground, out of a few twigs, grass or 
lichen, and the female lays from 1 
to 4 olive and brown eggs.  Both 
parents incubate the eggs for about 
25 days.  The nestlings are able to 
move out of the actual nest within 
days of hatching, but will not be 
ready to fly for six weeks.  It can be 
fun to watch the parents encourag-
ing their ‘kids’ to take off over the 
water! You can tell the juveniles 
from the adults because the young 
gulls have mottled brown plumage 
and pink legs, and only attain their 
breeding colouration at three years 
of age.  They can live up to 15 
years. 
     Ring-bills are migratory.  Like 
many fellow Canadians, they spend 
the winter at sites in Florida.  They 
return in April to the colony where 
they were hatched.  Repeating 
breeders prefer a site within a few 
meters of the previous year’s nest.  
And they don’t even own a GPS…. 
or do they? 
     It may surprise you to learn that 
gull populations were in decline in 
the late nineteenth century because 
white feathers were popular decora-
tions for ladies hats.    However, 
since the Migratory Bird Act of 
1916, they have made a phenome-
nal comeback.   Enjoy them for 
their handsome plumage and 
adaptability.  Just don’t feed them 
French fries! 

     A fifth grade teacher in a 
Christian school asked her 
class to look at TV commer-
cials and see if they could use 
them to communicate ideas 
about God.  This is some of 
the results:  
 

BAYER ASPIRIN - He works 
miracles.  
COKE - He's the real thing.  
HALLMARK CARDS - He 
cares enough to send His  very 
best.  
TIDE - He gets the stains out 
others leave behind.  
GENERAL ELECTRIC - He 
brings good things to life.  
WALMART - He has every-
thing.  
SCOTCH TAPE - You can't 
see Him, but you know He's 
there.  
DELTA  - He's ready when 
you are.  
VO-5 Hair Spray - He holds 
through all kinds of weather . 
DIAL SOAP - Aren't you  glad 
you have Him?  Don't you 
wish everybody did? 
 

Submitted by Sue Smarkala 

Pop Quiz  (from page 2) Answer…. 
What determines whether an eggshell is white or brown?   
Answer:  A) the breed of hen.  Despite what many people think, brown eggs are not nutritionally superior to 
white eggs. 
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Church Library  
Update 

     At last summer seems to have arrived. 
Why not borrow books from the church          
library for your summer reading?  Featured 
below are some recent additions to the 
library. 
For children:  
The Goat of Many Colors written and 
illustrated by Cuyler Black, "this creative 
twist to the story of Joseph and his             
colorful coat teaches that God gives each 
person special gifts."  Suitable for ages 4 
to 7. 
For parents:   
Water Bugs & 
Dragonflies by Doris 
Stickney  The text and 
enchanting color paintings 
help parents explain  
death to young children. 
For adults: 
Out of Babylon by Walter Brueggemann  
"Trusted guide Walter Brueggemann 
preaches the Old 
Testament's prophetic cry against 
materialism, consumerism, violence and              
oppression" still prevalent in the world 
today. 

     I’d like to thank everyone for their continued support of our 
church, both financially and in volunteer support. 
     As of the end of April, 2011, our operating deficit is about 
$2,500 which is about $1,000 lower than this time last year.  
Our savings in minister salaries continue to be the main reason 
for this excellent financial position.  In normal years, deficits 
around $30,000 are common for this time of year. 
     Our total revenues for this year ($101,000) are nearly the 
same as last year ($102,000).  Envelope givings are slightly 
higher than last year, thank you congregation!  And again, use 
of space revenues are healthy ($58,000) and really are important 
to the financial health of our church.  Our total expenses for 
2011 ($102,000) are about $3,000 lower than last year this time.  
All of this information is available to you in detail with the 
Admin and Finance Monthly statements posted in the Narthex. 
     Your support for both Mission & Service ($12,400) and Lo-
cal Outreach ($9,800) continue to be very generous and close to 
your contributions for last year. 
      In summary, we’ve had a great financial start to the year.  
Your continued support is essential to maintaining our church.  
We appreciate what you’ve done this year and are confident that 
you will continue this support for the rest of this year. 

Woodroffe United Financial Review – End 
of April 2011                      Submitted by Joe Smarkala 

 
     Save the church the money!!  Join our ‘Email List’ and receive your WUC Uniter News-
letter on-line!!   Send me a note:  dklester@rogers.com and save the church postage!! 

Holy Humour 
Submitted by Marilyn Jones 

     A father was approached by his small son who told him 
proudly, "I know what the Bible means!" 
     His father smiled and replied, "What do you mean, you 
'know' what the Bible means? 
     The son replied, "I do know!" 
     "Okay," said his father. "What does the Bible mean?" 
     "That's easy, Daddy..." the young  boy replied excit-
edly," It stands for 'Basic Information Before Leaving 
Earth.'  
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     Most of us have now learned to live 
with voice mail  as a necessary part of 
our lives.  Have you ever wondered 
what it would be like if God installed 
voice mail?  Imagine praying and 
hearing the following: 
     Thank you for calling heaven. 
For English press 1 
For French press 2 
For Spanish press 3 
For all other languages press 4. 
     Please select one of the following 
options: 
Press 1 for Requests 
Press 2 for Thanksgiving 
Press 3 for Complaints 
Press 4 for all Others. 
     I’m sorry all our Angels and Saints 
are busy with other sinners at this 
time.  Your call is important to us and 
we will answer in the order it was re-
ceived.  Please stay on the line. 
     If you would like to speak to: 
God - Press 1 

Jesus - Press 2 
The Holy Spirit - Press 3 
     To find a loved one who has been 
assigned to heaven, press 5 then enter 
his/her Social Insurance Number fol-
lowed by the #key. 
     If you receive a negative response 
please hang up and call area code 666. 
     For reservations to heaven please 
enter JOHN followed by the number 
3,16. 
     For answers to all nagging questions 
about dinosaurs, life and other planets, 
please wait until you arrive in heaven 
for the specifics.   
     Our computers show that you have 
already prayed for today so please 
hang up and call again tomorrow. 
     The office is now closed for the 
weekend to observe a religious holi-
day. 
     If you are calling after hours and re-
quire emergency assistance, please 
contact your local pastor. 
     Thank you and have a heavenly day. 

God’s Voice Mail 
Submitted by Diokno Segundo 

Did You Know? 
The United Church of 
Canada supports Deaf 

Ministries in 
St. John’s Halifax,  

Montreal, Belleville,  
Toronto and Winnipeg. 

Together we make a  
difference. 

Join the partnership! 
Support the M&S Fund 

96th Ottawa Scout Troop            
Submitted by Peter Morrison 

     After our winter camp & Klondike sled derby, this winter was rounded out by an evening of skating on the 
canal and checking out the ice sculptures.  We participated in the Scout-Guide service and made a day of it by 
heading up to Gatineau Park snowshoeing after the service.   
     This winter we also got out the power tools and  built 18-wheeler trucks to race in the ScouTrucks derby 
which is a regional event featuring youth from many groups.   
     April saw us selling maple syrup and rehearsing some entertainment for, and serving at, the pancake break-
fast.  Spring camp this year was held at a Scout camp up near Low, Québec in late April, complete with an 
aerial park, zip lines, outdoor rock climbing, archery range, commando-style obstacle course, and swimming 
(briefly) in the lake.   
     Our program year came to a close with a bike evening down along the river bike paths, followed by a view-
ing in the Auditorium of our “year-in-review” video compilation set to music which has become an annual 
tradition in the past 5 years.   We look forward to a June BBQ with the Beavers, Cubs, parents, and siblings, 
and we hope to do a late-June extended canoe camp with our senior Scouts. 

 

"count your blessings 
and you'll always show a 

profit." 
 

(John Mason —- Author 
& speaker) 



The W.U.C. Uniter  

Page 7 Woodroffe United Church 

SUMMER 
2011 

     There are a growing number of people in Ottawa mak-
ing "bed mats from milk bags" for very needy people in 
Haiti and other countries, you may have heard about 
them on the CBC.  Woodroffe United Church is being set 
up as a drop off point for donating/collecting milk bags 
and donating completed mats and tote bags The bed mats 
and tote bags are sent to Hamilton where a group of Doc-
tors who go regularly to Haiti use them as packing for 
their supplies (instruments and medicines). Once in Haiti 
they are used in the outdoor hospitals, where otherwise 
grass mats would be used, or just the bare ground. The 
advantages of the milk bag bed mats are that they are in-
sect resistant, durable, easily washed and dried and more 
comfortable than the bare earth. The tote bags are sent 
home with new mothers to hold baby supplies or with 
patients to hold their medicines and bandages etc. Later 
t h e y  c a n  b e  u s e d  a s  m a r k e t  b a g s . 
     The website to obtain more information about groups 
and workshops in Ottawa is: recyclemilk-
bags.pbworks.com.  There are some neat links to videos 
on this site as well as fuller information. 
     It takes approximately 500 bags to crochet one adult 
bed mat (that's a lot of milk) so all donations are grate-
fully accepted. We use the colourful outer milk bag 
which holds the three smaller clear bags inside. They are 
cut into strips, rolled into balls and crocheted into the bed 
mats and bags. There will be a collecting box in the 
Church for milk bags and completed bed mats and tote 
bags.  
     Anyone  interested in   cutting,   rolling or   crocheting 
these  bed  mats or  tote  bags  can contact Jeanette Mont-
gomery at 613-729-9401. 
      These washable, quick-dry bed mats provide an alter-
native  to  sleeping  on the damp,  hard  ground.   Medical 
teams   in Haiti   have   found them invaluable.  The milk 
bags can also be crocheted into Tote bags which are used 
in the hospitals.     

Would you like to deliver Bags or Mats  
from Ottawa to Hamilton?  

Bed Mats from Milk Bags 
Submitted by Jeannette Montgomery  

Unicorns 
Written by Sharron McGuirl 

“There must be unicorns!” he said, 
And when I asked him why 
He smiled, and said, “Well teacher, 
You mentioned a turquoise sky! 
 

And everyone knows in a magical land 
Where the sky is a turquoise blue, 
You’re going to find the unicorns. 
You found them, didn’t you?” 
 

And he was right, they do live there, 
‘Neath leaves of silver and gold. 
And, oh! What a thrill to find a child 
Who knows it and needn’t be told! 
 

There is such a place in your inner soul, 
Where dreams can live and grow, 
Just close your eyes, and open your heart, 
And you’ll find your own, I know! 

THOUGHT:  “God does not comfort us to make us 
comfortable, but to make us comforters”.      (Dr. Jowett) 

Brownies…  When you do a good deed for 
another and gain their approval, you’re said to 
have earned “brownie points.”  Some experts 
insist this expression originated with the young 
girls’ club of the same name, since Brownies are 
awarded points for good behaviour and achieve-
ments.  However, others believe the phrase 
stems from Scottish superstition.  “Brownie” 
was a house spirit who preferred hanging out at 
farms.  At night, he’d busy himself doing little 
jobs for the family he presided over, and al-
though he was never seen, the grateful family 
would sometimes leave offerings to show their 
thanks for Brownie’s good deeds. 
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     Long Range Planning Committee Update   
Submitted by Sue Smarkala 

 

     Your LRP committee has met a number of times since January to  move forward.  We  have decided that  it 
is  now  time to engage a  professional  real  estate broker with experience in redevelopment  projects  such  as 
ours, to enable us to advance to the next stage of our planning process.  Among many activities, this individual 
will: 

Officially assess the value of our property. 
Define and/or locate  the  information we need to provide to potential developers. 
Work  with  us  to  identify  the optimum  development  and financial options available to us.  
Find potential developers who will  work  with us and meet our criteria. 

     We know that as soon as we choose a broker and arrange the contract,  the  broker will want  to know what 
the  space   requirements are for our new / improved facilities.  In  order  to  help  us  with  that  discussion, we 
will be  asking an outside facilitator to work with the congregation in September/October to answer the ques-
tion: What is our vision for ministry at Woodroffe? 
     So, as you  take time  this  summer  to  relax and recharge – please  give   some  thought  to  the impact  
you  would like  to  see  the  Woodroffe   congregation   make  through   our  ministry  in  this community. 

     I had to look up "paraprosdokian". Here is the definition: 
"Figure of speech in which the latter part of a sentence or phrase is 
surprising or unexpected; frequently used in a humorous situa-
tion."  
     "Where there's a will, I want to be in it," is a type of parapros-
dokian.   
     Ok, so now enjoy! 
1. Do not argue with an idiot. He will drag you down to his level 
and beat you with experience. 
2. The last thing I want to do is hurt you. But it's still on my list. 
3. Light travels faster than sound. This is why some people appear 
bright until you hear them speak.  
4. If I agreed with you, we'd both be wrong.  
5. We never really grow up, we only learn how to act in public.  
6. War does not determine who is right - only who is left.  
7. Knowledge is knowing a tomato is a fruit. Wisdom is not put-
ting it in a fruit salad.  
8. Evening news is where they begin with 'Good Evening,' and 
then proceed to tell you why it isn't.  
9. To steal ideas from one person is plagiarism. To steal from 
many is research.  
10. A bus station is where a bus stops. A train station is where a 
train stops. On my desk, I have a work station.   

PARAPROSDOKIAN 
Submitted by Sharron McGuirl 

Holy Humour 
Submitted by Marilyn Jones 

     There was a very gracious lady who 
was mailing an old family Bible to her 
brother in another part of the country. 
     "Is there anything breakable in 
here?"  asked the postal clerk. 
     "Only the Ten Commandments." 
answered the lady.  

****** 

A Sunday School teacher began her 
lesson with a question, "Boys and girls, 
what do we know about God?" 
A hand shot up in the air. "He is an art-
ist!" said the  kindergarten boy. 
"Really? How do you know?"  the 
teacher asked. 
"You know - Our Father, who does art 
in Heaven... "  
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Update from the Archive Room 
Submitted by Carolyn Williams 

 

     Did you know that the Archives upstairs ‘houses’ WUC historical documents such as weddings, funerals 
and special events? So that it’s easy to see the pictures from these events, I have made three scrapbooks which 
showcase the different stages and highlights of church events and history. 
     From my stock of photos I have also created various ‘picture boards’ for several luncheons.  These photos 
not only have historical value, they are also of interest to those who like to ‘walk down memory lane’ to see 
past events and faces. 
     If you have any photos at home that are church related, I’m hoping you will share them with the Archives 
so that we have a good ‘picture’ history of people and events at WUC.  Even though I try to attend all church 
functions with my camera posed to snap a picture, I can’t be at all of them, so with that in mind, when you do 
snap some pictures at church or at a church event, please send them to me so I can add them to our picture 
cache. When sending me the photos, please provide me with a brief description of the event, the date and the 
names of those in the photo. My email address is:  Carolynwilliams@rogers.com.  I will then store the photos 
on a DVD in the Archives for future reference for all of us!  Thanks very much folks. 

Help Feed the Hungry!    The Britannia Food Pantry and Foster Farm  are in desperate 
need of  donations.    Let’s Fill Their Cupboards!  Please bring in your canned goods, soup, 
vegetables, stew, spaghetti and any  other food items you can donate. 

Bob Walkington Awarded the Silver Acorn 
by Scouts Canada              Submitted by Jamie Hockin 

     When people at Woodroffe United Church think of Scouting, the 
first person that comes to mind is probably Bob Walkington. Bob is 
one of a number of leaders who are front and centre when we cele-
brate Lord Baden-Powell's birthday each February. 
     Several senior Scouts Canada representatives from the Voyageur 
Region attended the annual family barbeque of the 96th Ottawa Scout 
Group on Monday, June 6, to present Scouter Bob with the Silver 
Acorn. This award recognizes exceptional service to Scouting in Can-
ada at the national level. Bob's Scouting career is currently more local 
in focus, centred on the Cub Pack at Woodroffe, but the award is 
based in part on the role Bob had in the 1980s as a service Scouter. 
Bob's greatest visible impact on Scouting nationally was the 1989 
editions of the Pack Handbook and Games Book, which he wrote and 
edited. These books were key program resources that were used by 
Canadian Pack leaders for many years. Bob did this work during a 4-
year period on a national committee and at a time when he was lead-
ing a first-class Scouting experience for his troop and troop leaders. I 
can vouch for the latter, because I was one of his fellow Scout leaders 
at the time. 
     Bob has supported the delivery of the Religion in Life Program at 
our church, and he has been a staunch advocate of Scouting at all 
ages and a trainer and mentor for leaders of all sections. Bob has been 
an advocate of joint section activities, bringing together young and 

old, particularly to allow the Beavers 
to see what an exciting time Cubs 
have in our group. 
     Bob has had a positive impact on 
adults as well as youth. We can at-
tribute much of our volunteer attrac-
tion and retention to his leadership. 
Leaders have come to the group be-
cause they have seen the emphasis 
on outdoor programs through their 
children's time in Scouts, and a num-
ber of youth have stayed on as vol-
unteers because of their own experi-
ences with Bob. One can only won-
der how many leaders in other 
groups are there because they ran 
into Bob at some time. 
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     We were  delighted when the “G.S.T.” was  abolished, but  dismayed  
when  a  new,  combined “H.S.T.” was  introduced by the  powers-that-be 
on Parliament Hill.  But that dismay was certainly not evident when the 
“other” H.S.T. made its debut earlier this spring! 
     On May 1st, more than 85 members of the Woodroffe United Church 
family gathered in the Banquet Hall to enjoy a meal together and to partici-
pate  in a fast-paced auction of “ Happily Shared Treasures.”  We  all left 
with  our  bellies full of Chris’ best burgers, Carol’s yummy potato salad, 
Joe’s world famous  coleslaw  and  a sweet treat (or two!) baked by mem-
bers of the Stewardship Committee, and the lucky ones amongst us left 
with some terrific items that came up for auction.  Under the capable  lead-
ership  of Larry (“Do I hear $20.00?”) Richardson as our auctioneer, not a 
thing was left on the auction block unspoken for.  And why would it be 
otherwise?  Available to the  lucky bidder were things ranging from piano 
lessons  to  yard work;  home  baked goodies to one-of-a-kind original 
works of art; and singing gigs to theatre tickets. 
     No one left disappointed... and WUC realized a handsome little profit of 
$3,200.00.   Special  thanks go  out to those  of  you who  donated (and 
some very creatively!) to the roster  of items up for auction  and  to all who 
attended this wonderful event to make it the resounding success it was. 

Church Humour 
Submitted by Doug Burke 

 
     A minister parked her car in 
a no-parking zone in a large 
city because she was short of 
time and couldn't find a space 
with a meter. 
     Then she put a note under 
the windshield wiper that read: 
"I have circled  the block 10 
times. If I don 't park here, I'll 
miss my appointment.  

Forgive us our trespasses." 
     When she returned, she 
found a citation from a police 
officer along with this note 
"I've circled this block for 10 
years. If I don't give you a 
ticket I'll lose my job.  
Lead us not into temptation." 

***** 
     Sunday  after church, a 
Mom asked her very young 
daughter  what the lesson was 
about. 
     The daughter  answered, 
"Don't be scared, you'll get 
your  quilt." 
     Needless to say, the Mom 
was perplexed.  Later in the 
day, the pastor stopped by for 
tea  and the Mom asked him 
what that morning's Sunday 
school lesson was about. 
     He said "Be not  afraid, thy 
comforter is  coming." 

H.S.T. B a 13% Tax or a 100% Successful Event?  
Submitted by Carol Cochrane 

The United Church Observer 
Submitted by Don Mutch 

     It will soon be time to renew Woodroffe's group subscription to "The 
Observer," The congregation pays the group rate of $20.00 per subscrip-
tion each year for all members who want to receive the magazine.  Some 
members contribute to the cost of the subscription each January by using 
the special OBSERVER envelope.      
     If you would like to donate to the cost please write OBSERVER on the 
line marked other on your offering envelope OR place your contribution 
in a separate envelope marked OBSERVER.  If you have any questions or 
wish to begin a subscription please contact Don Mutch, Woodroffe's Ob-
server rep. at 613-226-8483. 

Pizza Facts:  According to purist Italian chefs, ingredients that should 
never appear on an authentic Italian pizza include bell peppers, pepperoni, 
and chicken.  In Australia, the number-one topping for pizza is eggs.  In 
Chile, the favourite topping is mussels or clams.  In the United States, it’s 
pepperoni.  In Eastern Europe, ketchup is often used on pizza as a condi-
ment.  In Iceland, Domino’s Pizza has Reindeer Sausage Pie on its menu—
ho, ho, hold the antlers. 
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Health / Personality / Society 
Submitted by Sue Smarkala 

Health: 
Drink plenty of water. 
Eat breakfast like a king, lunch like a prince and dinner like a 
beggar. 
Eat more foods that grow on trees and plants and eat less food 
that is manufactured. 
Live with the 3 Es -- Energy, Enthusiasm and Empathy 
Make time to pray. 
Play more games 
Read more books than you did in 2010. 
Sit in silence for at least 10 minutes each day. 
Sleep for 7 hours. 
Take a 1.0-30 minute walk daily. And while you walk, smile.  
 

Personality: 
Don't compare your life to others. You have no idea what their 
journey is all about. 
Don't have negative thoughts about things you cannot control. 
instead, invest your energy in the positive of the present moment. 
Don't take yourself so seriously. No one else does. 
Don't waste your precious energy on gossip. 
Dream more while you are awake. 
Envy is a waste of time. You already have all you need. 
Forget issues of the past. Don't remind your partner of his/
her mistakes of the past. That will ruin your present happi-
ness. 
Make peace with your past so it won't spoil the present. 
No one is in charge of your happiness except you. 
Realize that life is a school and you are here to learn. Prob-
lems are simply part of the curriculum that appear and fade 
away like algebra class but the lessons you learn will last a 
lifetime. 
Smile and laugh more. 
You don't have to win every argument. Agree to disagree … 
 

Society: 
Call your family and friends often. 
Each day give something good to others. 
Spend time with people over the age of 70 and under the age of 
6. 
Try to make at least three people smile each day. 
What other people think of you is none of your business. 
Your job won't take care of you when you are sick or in 
need. Your friends and family will. Stay in touch. 
 

Life: 
Do the right thing! 
Get rid of anything that isn't use-
ful, beautiful or joyful. 
However good or bad a situation 
is, it will change ... 
No matter how you feel, get up, 
dress up and show up. 
The best is yet to come. 
When you awake alive in the 
morning, thank God for it. 

“Kind words can be short and easy 
to speak but their echoes are truly 

endless.” 
Mother Theresa 

THOUGHT 

"Patting a person on the back is the 
best way to get a chip off their 
shoulder." 

  ( John Mason --- Author & motiva-
tion speaker) 

    One of the hardest lessons we 
have to learn in this life, and one 
that many persons never learn, is 
to see the divine, the celestial, the 
pure in the common, the near at 
hand - to see that heaven lies 
about us here in this world. 

John Burroughs 
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   SUZart  Productions 
Entertainment for the  

entire family! 

Sing! Dance! Act! 
From the Boards Up !

Musical Theatre 
**  Summer Camps  ** 

Woodroffe United Church 
4 – 15 July 2011 
18 – 29 July 2011 
2 – 12August 2011 

New Counsellors 
New Backstage Workshops. 
$400 for a two-week camp 

For 8 to 14 years of age 
 

Hats! - The Musical 
June 24—26 

 
 

Clue  - The Musical 
Summer Dinner  

Theatre 
Reservations Required 

August  4-6 & 11-13, 2011 
 

For Tickets or Information 

613-828-3500 www.suzart.ca  

The Quilt Holes 
Submitted by Sharron McGuirl 

     As I  faced my  Maker  at  the last  judgment, I  knelt before the 
Lord  along with  all the  other  souls.   Before  each  of us laid our 
lives like the squares of a quilt in many piles; an  angel  sat  before 
each of us sewing our quilt squares  together into a  tapestry that is 
our life.  
     But as my angel  took each piece of cloth off the pile, I  noticed 
how ragged and empty each  of my squares was.  They  were filled 
with giant  holes.  Each square was labelled with a part of  my  life 
that had been difficult, the challenges and temptations I was  faced 
with in everyday life.  I saw hardships that I endured,  which  were 
the largest holes of all. 
     I glanced  around me.   Nobody  else  had  such  squares.  Other 
than a  tiny  hole  here  and  there, the  other tapestries  were  filled 
with  rich  colour  and the bright hues  of worldly  fortune.  I gazed 
upon my own life and was disheartened. 
     My  angel  was  sewing  the  ragged  pieces  of  cloth  together, 
threadbare and empty, like binding air. 
     Finally the time came when each life was to be displayed, held 
up to the light, the scrutiny of truth.  The others rose; each in  turn, 
holding up their tapestries.  So filled their lives had been.   My an-
gel looked upon me and nodded for me to rise. 
     My gaze  dropped to the  ground in shame.   I hadn't  had all the 
earthly fortunes.  I had love in my life and laughter.  But there had 
also  been trials  of illness  and  wealth, and false  accusations  that 
took from me my  world, as  I  knew  it.  I  had to start  over  many 
times.  I often struggled with the temptation to quit, only to some-
how muster the strength to pick up and begin again.  I spent  many 
nights on my knees in prayer, asking for  help and guidance  in my 
life.  I had  often  been  held up  to ridicule, which I endured  pain-
fully, each  time offering it up to the   Father in hopes that I would 
not melt within my skin beneath the judgmental gaze of those who 
unfairly judged me. 
     And now, I had to face the truth..  My life was what it was, and 
I had to accept it for what it was.  I rose and slowly lifted the com-
bined squares of my life to the light.  An awe-filled gasp filled the 
air.  I gazed around  at the others who stared at me with wide eyes. 
     Then, I looked  upon the  tapestry before me. Light flooded the 
many holes,  creating  an image, the face of Christ.  Then our Lord 
stood  before  me,  with  warmth  and  love  in  His  eyes.  He said, 
'Every time you gave over  your life to Me, it became My life,  My 
hardships, and My struggles. 
     Each point of light in  your life is  when you stepped  aside  and 
let Me shine through, until there was more of Me than there was of 
you.' 
     May all our  quilts  be   threadbare and worn, allowing Christ to 
shine through!  
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“What Would You Say This Is?” 
Submitted by Carol Cochrane 

Advance Weekly Events 
& Insert Sheets! 

     The Membership Relations 
Committee ‘emails’ an advance 
copy of the Weekly Event Sheets 
and the bulletin inserts each week 
to those who currently receive the 
WUC Uniter?   
     If you would like to be added to 
our email list, please send a note to 
Deb Lester  
dklester@rogers.com.   

     I can’t tell you how many times I heard that question asked during 
the Great WUC Garage Sale held on Saturday, June 4th.  Whether it 
was some kitchen gizmo at the Kitchenware Table or more often than 
not some strange looking item at the White Elephant Table, our team of 
sellers came up with some answer to the question every time... and sold 
it! - what ever the heck it was! 
     In the weeks leading up to the sale, all sorts of bags and boxes gath-
ered on the stage in the auditorium until there was no room left.  On 
both Thursday and Friday leading up to the sale, all sorts of folks from 
the Woodroffe United Church family gathered to lend their effort and 
energy to setting up tables, sorting through the donations, organizing 
the different sale tables and pricing all of the goodies.  And Saturday, 
the troops were out again: making sales, stoking up the barbecue, and 
welcoming the members of the community to our sale. 
     There are some folks that you know you  can always count on for an 
event such as this: 
• Mary Lynne Harvey and Deb Lester were the first to say: “How can 

we help?” and made sure that our Baked Goods table was overflow-
ing with sweets, treats and preserves. 

• Steve Mairs will always be there to do whatever needs doing - from 
the time the work gets started until the very last box of leftovers is 
dropped off at Value Village. 

• John Patton can take 90 boxes of books and miraculously have 
them sorted, stacked and priced within hours. 

• The UCW ladies are always willing to take on some table - shifting 
their talents this year from Baked Goods to Second Hand Rose. 

• Jamie Hockin and his son, Sean, rolled out the barbecue and cooked 
up some of the best back bacon I’ve ever tasted. 

     This year it was also so nice to see so many new faces and so many 
other helpers come forward.  Although I could go on and on, naming 
each person individually, there are some folks that really stood out and 
I’d like to say a special “Thank You” to them: 
• Jean Eadie (what a trooper!) for almost single-handedly organizing 

and selling the “Linens’n’ Things” - including the sheet sets that 
came without pillow cases! 

• The entire Wai family - Eugene, Denise, Erin, Ewan and Adelaide - 
who dedicated their whole morning to selling dolls, trucks and as-
sorted other toys. 

• Greg and Nathan for unloading more “mystery items” off that 
White Elephant Table than anyone could possibly have expected! 

• Judy Illingsworth, who was this year’s Energizer Bunny, and man-
aged to sell torn pictures in broken frames and have the buyers feel 
good about their “finds.” 

• Courtney Potterton who spent 
her last week of holidays put-
ting up signs, posting announce-
ments on Kijiji (etc.), sorting, 
pricing and selling to help out 
her mom. 

     We shared a lot of hard work, 
but far more importantly, we also 
shared a lot of good laughs. A 
heartfelt thank you is extended to 
you ALL who made this event such 
a success - the donators, the sorters, 
the bakers, the sellers, the cleaner-
uppers and the buyers.  We couldn’t 
have done it without you! 

Did You Know…. 
Biscotti, twice-baked Italian bis-
cuits (cookies) served fancy coffee 
houses, were part of Christopher 
Columbus’s food supply on his 
long voyages because of their mod 
resistant properties! 
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     The Washington Post, once again, has published the winning sub-
missions to its yearly neologism contest, in which readers are asked to 
supply alternative meanings for common words The winners are:                       

 1. Coffee (n.), the person upon whom one coughs.                                           
 2. Flabbergasted (adj.), appalled over how much weight you have 
gained.                                                                                                                 
 3. Balderdash (n.), a rapidly receding hairline.                                                  
 4. Lymph (v.), to walk with a lisp. 
 5. Gargoyle (n), olive-flavoured mouthwash. 

     The Washington Post's Style Invitational also asked readers to take 
any word from the dictionary, alter it by adding, subtracting, or chang-
ing one letter, and supply a new definition.    The winners are:                            
1. Giraffiti (n): Vandalism spray-painted very, very high.                        
2. Sarchasm (n): The gulf between the author of sarcastic wit and the 
person who doesn't get it. 
3. Inoculatte (v): To take coffee intravenously when you are running 
late. 
4. Hipatitis (n): Terminal coolness.                                                           
5. Caterpallor (n.): The colour you turn after finding half a grub in the 
fruit you're eating. 

Update from the Washington Post 
Submitted by Kerrylee Faulkner 

Through a Child’s Eye and From Their Mouths 
Submitted by Steve Mairs 

 
Dear God, I went to this wedding and they kissed right in church!  Is 
that ok?   Neil 
Dear God, Instead of letting people die and having to make new ones 
why don’t you just keep the ones you got now?  Jane 
Dear God, I bet it is very hard for you to love all of everybody in the 
whole world  There are only 4 people in our family and I can never do 
it.      Nan 
Dear God,  Please put another holiday between Christmas and Easter.  
There is nothing good in there now.     Ginny 
Dear God, I think the stapler is one of your greatest inventions.  Ruth 
M. 
Dear God, In bible times did they really talk that fancy?    Jennifer 
Dear God, If you give me a genie lamp like Aladdin I will give you 
anything you want except my money or my chess set.  Raphael 
Dear God, Maybe Cain and Abel would not kill each other so much if 
they had their own room.  It works with me and my brother.    Larry 
Dear God, If you watch in church on Sunday I will show you my new 
shoes.    Mickey D. 
Dear God, We read Thos. Edison made light.  But in Sunday school 
they said you did it.  So I bet he stoled your idea.  Sincerely, Donna 

     Holy Humour 
Submitted by Brent Cuthbert 

 

There is the story of a pastor who 
got up one Sunday and announced 
to his congregation: "I have good 
news and bad news. The good news 
is, we have enough money to pay 
for our new building program. The 
bad news is, it's still out there in 
your  pockets." 

 
***** 

     While driving in Pennsylvania, a 
family caught up to an Amish 
carriage. The owner of the carriage 
obviously had a sense of humour, 
because attached to the back of the 
carriage was a hand  printed sign... 
"Energy efficient vehicle: Runs on 
oats and grass. Caution: Do not step 
in exhaust." 

Church Signs 
You may party in hell, but you will 

be the bbq! 
 

Whoever is praying for snow - 
please stop! 

 

Read the bible. It’s user friendly 
plus we offer tech support here on 

Sundays at 10:30 
 

Honk if you love Jesus.  Text while 
driving if you want to meet Him! 
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     Five years ago just about now, I was approached to ‘pull the 
newsletter together’ by several folks and I thought gee, golly gosh, 
how much work can it really be, sure, ok, yes, I’ll do it. 
     Of course, unknown to me at the time of the ‘ask’, editing the 
newsletter also involved becoming a member of the Membership 
Relations Committee (MRC).  While I had been a member at 
Woodroffe for quite some time, I had not been involved in many 
activities and didn’t really understand or appreciate the impact of 
both the MRC and the newsletter at Woodroffe.   
     When I told my husband that I was going to edit the newsletter, 
he readily volunteered his assistance as my very own “Geek on 
Wheels”. The software was purchased, the new newsletter layout 
was designed and we were ready to ‘rock and roll’! 
         It’s like Christmas for me at newsletter time when I go to the 
mailbox in the Narthex and find articles just waiting to find their 
home in the next issue.  Often folks approach me at church with a 
twinkle in their eye and a bounce in their step as they ask when the 
next newsletter is ‘due’ so they don’t miss their chance to give me 
an article.  I’ve also noticed folks running the other way when they 
see that look on my face which says “oh yes, by the way, I won-
dered if you could write an article on…”. 
      Over the past years, I discovered that the newsletter is truly a 
key ‘touch point’ in our church and a wonderful way of keeping up 
to date with the life of the church. Often folks that can’t make it to 
church email me articles and jokes or just send a “hi - great job on 
the newsletter Deb! “ 
     I treasure these emails – they often contain more than articles - 
they contain support and reinforcement that the newsletter is impor-
tant, and it drives me that much harder to make the next newsletter 
more interesting.   
       Being the editor of the newsletter has been one of the most re-
warding, heart warming, family oriented experiences of my life - 
and I want to thank each and every one of you.  I feel truly blessed 
to have had the opportunity to work with all of you to build each 
issue. It’s almost like having multiple parents, sisters, brothers, 
nieces and nephews and when I sit in church on Sunday, I feel like 
I’ve ‘come home’.  
     However, I believe it’s time now to pass the baton to a new 
WUC Uniter editor.  Our Woodroffe church family is full of tal-
ented, bright, innovative folks and I’m sure one of you is just wait-
ing for the chance to work your magic with the newsletter!  It will 
be one of the most heart warming experiences you will ever have - I 
guarantee you!  And so, as my five year anniversary approaches, 

Extra Extra Read All About It – WUC 
Uniter Editor Retires 
Submitted by Deb Lester 

this is my last newsletter.   
     The next newsletter will be in No-
vember. So folks, “Extra Extra Step 
Right Up!” and speak with  Jan for 
more details on becoming the WUC 
Uniter editor.   
     Thanks again folks, for making my 
‘job’ as editor so rewarding.  Together, 

Perfect Peace  
Submitted by Bev Toews 
Have you felt that perfect  

peace of God? 
Is it running through your veins 

As if it were a medicine 
God’s prescription for your pains? 

He knew the heartaches you  
would bear 

He delights in helping you 
To experience all of His Strength  

and love 
He has prepared each day anew 

He said, “Your burdens are  
My problems 

So just lay them at My feet 
No need for you to struggle 

In prayer could we please meet? 
I will wrap My arms around you 

It’s then you’ll know I care 
Start each new day in My presence 
Bask in peace, and know I’m there” 
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Do you enjoy motivating and working with youth in the great out-
doors?  Are you looking for a quality volunteer opportunity with 
Canada’s premier youth movement; one which has a 52 year his-
tory of association with Woodroffe United Church?   
     Then do we have an opportunity for you!  Three of our current 
leaders are either leaving us or taking a bit of a step back from 
full-time involvement in the Troop and for the first time in a dec-
ade or two, we find ourselves in need of augmenting our leader-
ship team by one or two leaders.  Training and other forms of as-
sistance is available to get you up to speed on the program ele-
ments.   
     If you’ve read this newsletter for the past decade, you will 
know the types of things this Troop does.  We are a very active 
outdoor-oriented troop.  We own our own outdoor rock climbing 
gear, we camp 3 or 4 times a year (including in the dead of win-
ter), we participate in a few regional events such as the Klondike 
sled derby in February, and the ScouTrees (tree planting) pro-
gram.  We try to do an offsite activity once a month or so.   
     In the past, we have been co-ed, although this past year, we had 
boys exclusively (15 of them) and next year appears to be an all-
boys troop again.   
     This is a great opportunity for someone to make a lasting differ-
ence in the lives of many youth in our community.  If you have 
any questions about our program, our youth, or possible roles and 
responsibilities, please have a chat with Scouter Peter Morrison 
any time.   
     If this is an opportunity you’d like to consider, you can get in 
touch with any member of the 96th Ottawa Scouts Group Commit-
tee:  Ann Penney (613-596-1109), Jamie Hockin (613-729-0073), 

Wanted:  A Couple of Good Scout Leaders 
Submitted by Peter Morrison on behalf of the 96th Ottawa Scouts 

Group Committee 

Did You Know….. 
     Cranberries, hailed for their antibiotic effect in fighting urinary 
tract infections, are sometimes called bounce berries by growers in 
the Northeast.   
     Though the origin of this term is lost to legend, here’s the part 
of the story most agree upon;  John Webb, a 19th century New 
Jersey farmer who had lost one of his legs, was unable to lug all of 
his berries down from the hayloft where he stored them.  Instead, 
he decided to pour them down the stairs, and discovered that the 
mushy, overripe berries would stick to the stairs, but the perfectly 
ripe, plump berries would bounce down to the floor below.  To 
this day, leading cranberry producers like Ocean Spray separate 
their berries by bouncing them over a four-in barrier. 

2011-12 Concert Series 
Submitted by Jamie Hockin 

     Please mark your calendars for these 
special concerts. More information will 
be  available  on the  church web site as 
the programs are finalized. 
 

Saturday, November 5, 
2011 at 7:30 pm 

   Catherine Donkin and 
Amélie Langlois,  

Piano Duets 
 

Saturday, December 10, 
2011 at 7:30 pm 

Stairwell Carollers 
 

Saturday, March 3,  
2012 at 7:30 pm 

Christ Church Cathedral 
Boys’ Choir  

with Matthew Larkin 
Saturday, June 2,  

                      2012 at 8 pm  
                    Strings of St. John’s 

     Prayer has the power to generate in-
sight; it often endows us with an under-
standing not attainable by speculation.  
Some of our deepest insights, decisions 
and attitudes are born in moments of 
prayer. 

Reinhold Schneider 
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     A hymn sung today , This is God’s wondrous world, 
includes the lines 

“This is God’s wondrous world 
O Let me ne’er forget  

That though the wrong seems oft so strong, 
God is the ruler yet.” 

     Written in 1901 by a pastor walking on a New York 
escarpment, contemplating the view of “his Father’s 
world” over Lake Ontario, those words can be a comfort 
as we watch or read overwhelming media reports of con-
flicts, hurricanes, tsunamis, tornadoes, floods and fires, 
not to mention economic woes and celebrity gossip. God 
on mother earth continues to display rebirth each spring, 
with the abundance of blossoms, mating birds and fauna, 
green fields with young crops emerging and young folks 
graduating or even entering the solemn contract of mar-
riage. The Royal Wedding of Prince William & Kate Mid-
dleton provided splendour, but is only one in the contin-
uum of young people moving on in hope and they cer-
tainly seem to provide service to the needy, as their gift 
list of charities demonstrated. [Choirs also have to thank 
them for a new John Rutter anthem!] 
     We can despair in the problems of Africa and the Mid-
dle East, except that there are points of light, sometimes 
from Christian missions in these lands and sometimes like 
a beacon, as with the defeat of apartheid by African free-
dom seekers in South Africa led by Nelson Mandela. In 
the US, revisiting the history of their Civil War, which 
resulted in the freeing of slaves in that Republic, it was 
clearly only with the Civil Rights movements 100 years 
later that greater progress was made for an oppressed peo-
ple -but sadly ghettoes remain. While our Canadian/

From the Choir Stall, June 5, 2011….. 
Submitted  by Iain McGilveray 

British history was somewhat less painful, the 
black communities still endured discrimination. 
Also, despite the reconciliation process for resi-
dential school survivors, the aboriginal and 
Inuit populations in Canada (and the U.S.) con-
tinue to struggle and we pass the torch to their 
and our young people to try to resolve their is-
sues, such as alcoholism. I do not try to defend 
the residential schools, but we know there were 
many fine teachers and personally, I still believe 
that education is the way forward for our abo-
riginals. However, the desire for this while it 
can be encouraged and funded by governments 
(or churches) must come from their hearts and 
culture.  
     So, we must have faith that, slowly, wrongs 
will be righted by the will of God-as many of 
our hymns of praise implore. As for natural dis-
asters, which are sometimes beyond understand-
ing, as well as the rebirth of nature, God has 
given humanity compassion and intelligence to 
assist the recovery efforts, and if we cannot par-
ticipate physically, we can donate to charities or 
by fund drives to support those who can inter-
vene. 

 A.S.A.P. 
Ever wonder about the abbreviation A.SA.P.? Generally, we think of it in terms of even more hurry and stress 
in our lives. Maybe if we think of this abbreviation in a different manner, we will begin to find a new way to 
deal with those rough days along the way.  

There's work to do, deadlines to meet; You've got no time to spare,  
But as you hurry and scurry - A.S.A.P. - ALWAYS SAY A PRAYER 

In the midst of family chaos, "Quality time " is rare.  
Do your best; let God do the rest - A.S.A.P. - ALWAYS SAY A PRAYER. 

It may seem like your worries Are more than you can bear.  
Slow down and take a breather - A.S.A.P. - ALWAYS SAY A PRAYER  

God knows how stressful life is; He wants to ease our cares,  
And He'll respond to all your needs A.S.A.P. - ALWAYS SAY A PRAYER.   
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Question:  Dear Joe, 
     I hear that there’s an annual golf tournament 
held by Woodroffe.  What can you tell me about it?  And how 
good do you have to be to enter it?  And what’s a Mulligan?  
Signed Bogie Man 
Answer:  You are correct, Woodroffe has run an annual golf 
tournament for a number of years, I think this year’s is the 
fifth or sixth annual.  Again this year it will be held at the Am-
berwood Golf Club near Stittsville on June 26th.  It’s a nine-
hole event and the course is perfect in length for both experi-
enced golfers as well as newbies to the game.   
     We try to make it fun with prizes for closest to the hole and 
longest drives for both men and women.  Extremely valuable 
prizes are awarded at our closing ceremonies which this year 
will be held at the Smarkalas’s residence/clubhouse/pool.  
The cost for this year’s event will be the same as last year, 
$40 for nine-holes plus dinner of hamburgers, hotdogs, sal-
ads, etc or $15 for just the dinner.  So, kids are welcome to 
the come for dinner and a swim.   More information can be 
obtained from the church office.  
     How good do you have to be?  Well, we have some really 
excellent golfers here at Woodroffe.  But this event is a team 
event of foursomes.  It’s the best score of the foursome that 
counts on each hole.  So as long as you can help out your 
team on a hole or two, then you might win this year’s trophy.  
It’s that easy.   
     Finally, a ‘Mulligan’ is a playing a second shot from the 
same spot after making a poor shot with your first ball.  It is 
said that a fellow by the name of David Mulligan frequented 
St. Lambert Country Club in Montreal, Quebec, during the 
1920s. Mulligan let it rip off the tee one day, wasn't happy 
with the results, re-teed, and hit again. According to the story, 
he called it a "correction shot," but his partners thought a 
better name was needed and dubbed it a "mulligan."   Do we 
allow mulligans in our tournament.  Well we do on your first 
shot on a hole, but it will cost you.  For each mulligan you 
use, you must contribute $2 to the tournament.  The team cap-
tain will keep track of mulligans.  Remember that there’s 
some really valuable prizes up for grabs so a mulligan used at 
a crucial time might pay dividends.   
     Here’s hoping we see you at this year’s tournament.  

Signed, Joe 

“Ask Joe” Column     Joe Smarkala 

The WUC Uniter is published three times 
a  year November,  February and June. 
Please send your articles to dkles-
ter@rogers.com or leave them in the 
Uniter Box # 46.   

Many Thanks to all articles for to the 
Newsletter ! 

 Debbie Lester       dklester@rogers.com    

A Baby’s Smile 
For “Duke” 

Submitted by Sharron McGuirl 
 

A child is born! 
Yes, Ella has come 

And, somehow, this little girl 
Will ease the void we feel in our hearts 

For those who have gone away 
Not replace them, or make us forget, 

But to brighten a tear-filled day. 
For a baby’s smile has miraculous powers 

To comfort a lonely soul. 
She reminds us that we are never alone, 

Even though it seems we’re all on our own, 
She will gurgle and coo and make us feel 

That now we know God’s love is real! 
We will see things new through her baby 

eyes 
And revel in all of nature's surprise! 

 For now we remember that life will go on- 
And our loved ones will smile on us-- 

Yes, every one.  

Prayer is the language of the heart 
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     Four candles slowly burned.  The ambiance was so soft, one 
could almost hear them talking. 
     The first candle said: “I am Peace.  The world is full of an-
ger and fighting.  No one can keep me lit.”  Then the flame of 
Peace went out completely. 
     The second candle said: “I am Faith.  I am no longer indis-
pensable.  It doesn’t make sense that I stay lit another mo-
ment.”  Just then a breeze softly blew out Faith’s flame. 
     Sadly the third candle began to speak: “I am Love! People 
don’t understand my importance so they simply put me aside.  
They even forget to love those who are nearest to them!”  And 
waiting no longer Love’s flame went out.   
     Suddenly…. A child entered the room and saw the three 
unlit candles.  “Why aren’t you burning?  You’re supposed to 
stay lit till the end!”  Saying this, the child began to cry.   
     Then the fourth candle answered:  “Don’t be afraid, I am 
Hope!  While I am still burning we can relight the other can-
dles.” 
     With shining eyes the child took the candle of Hope and lit 
the other three candles. 
     The Greatest Of These Are Love.  With Hope, each of us 
can live with Peace, Faith and Love….. But the flame of Hope 
should never go out in your life!   

The Four Candles 
Submitted by Frank Hylarides 

God’s Post It Notes 
 

Don’t let your worries get the best of you;  
Remember, Moses started out  

as a basket case. 
 

God doesn’t call the qualified,  
He qualifies the called. 

 

Opportunity may knock once.  But temp-
tation bangs on the front door forever! 

Upcoming Stewardship Events 
Submitted by Eileen Lavagne 

October 29th, 2011:   
Summerlea United Church, Lachine, Quebec.  
Finding Hope: Unmasking the Stewardship Fear Factors 
Theme Speaker: Barbara Fullerton from the General Council Office, Toronto, Ontario 
February 11th, 2012: 
St. John's United Church, Kemptville, Ontario 
A Stewardship Staircase 
Theme Speaker: Rev. Rosemary Lambie 
     All events are free - bring your own bag lunch - tea and coffee supplied.  They run 
from 9:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. - If convenient, please bring your own Voices United and 
More Voices.  The workshops for each event are all listed on the Montreal and Ottawa 
Conference website under "Resources - Stewardship" - Registration information is 
there also. Participants should register for two workshops at each event.  Also on the 
Conference website under the same heading are the Stewardship Newsletters - they 
contain more information about the upcoming events as well as some articles of inter-
est.  This site contains information about Stewardship events across the country and 
our Stewardship newsletters are posted there also. http://stewardshipnet.ning.com/ 
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A Fork in the Road 
Yours in Christ, Shalome Swinamer  

"Never Borrow from the Future" 
Anonymous Submission 

     An Angel once told me, “Never borrow from the future. If you worry about what may happen tomorrow 
and it doesn't happen, you have worried in vain. Even if it does happen, you have to worry twice.”  So... 

1.     Pray 
2.     Go to bed on time. 
3.     Get up on time so you can start the day unrushed. 
4.     Simplify and unclutter your life. 
5.     Allow extra time to do things and to get to places. 
6.     Take one day at a time. 
7.     Do something for the Kid in You everyday. 
8.     Listen to a tape while driving that can help improve your quality of life. 
9.     Every day, find time to be alone. 
10.    Make friends with Godly people. 
11.   Remember that the shortest bridge between despair and hope is often a good 'Thank you Jesus .' 
12.   Develop a forgiving attitude (most people are doing the best they can). 
13.   Be kind to unkind people (they probably need it the most).  

     Hello brothers and sisters in Christ. Time has flown quickly 
since I began my journey towards Ordained ministry, and I 
have two years left of school and training before Ordination. It 
has been a wonderful journey, but as with all journeys, there 
comes a fork in the road. Recently, it has been discerned that it 
is in my best interest as a future minister within The United 
Church of Canada, that I transfer my membership and my Can-
didacy to a church in Nova Scotia. This was a difficult decision 
for me, as I have valued and appreciated the support of 
Woodroffe United and of the Ottawa Presbytery for many 
years. However, by being a member of a UCC church in Hali-
fax will be of benefit to my formation as a minister and will 
also allow me to have a better understanding of church courts 
(such as Presbytery and Conference). There are also practical 
implications (such as travel to and from Ottawa) for this deci-
sion.  
     It is with great sadness that I transfer to another Conference, 
however, it is in my best interest to do so.  
     I wish to personally thank the Congregation of Woodroffe 
United Church, for their ongoing support, for fond memories 
and for their generous welcome into the Body of Christ. My 
new Church is Port Wallis United Church in Dartmouth, Nova 
Scotia. I will be sure to keep in touch over the coming years, 
and please, stay in touch. I can be reached at starryvil-
lage@gmail.com.  

Did You Know….  
     In many households, there’s a frequent 
guest at dinnertime:  the television!  When 
TV and eating go hand in hand, overcon-
sumption of both is often the result.  That’s 
because neither is your real focus.   
     Mindless TV watching promotes mind-
less munching, and that makes it easy to 
forget about the quality and quantity of 
your food.  When you dine in the company 
of the television, you’ll eat almost any-
thing  
     So, switch off the TV and switch your 
focus to the food you’re eating.  That way, 
you’ll have a better chance of receiving the 
satellite signal from your brain that shouts 
“I’m full—enough already!” 
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Church Calendar  
June 13—November 14, 2010 

June 
Sunday 12 
10:00am Worship Service 
Extra Extra Read All About It—Pick Up Your WUC  
Newsletter from the Narthex!! 
Church School Closing  
Congregational BBQ 
Sunday 19 
10:00am Worship Service 
Trinity Sunday 
Father’s Day 
Sunday 26 
10:00am Worship Service 
Woodroffe Golf Tournament 
Canada Day  
July 
Friday July 1  - Canada Day 
Church Closed 
Sunday 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 
10:00am Worship Service 
August 
Sunday 7, 14, 21, 28 
10:00am Worship Service 
September 
Sunday 4 
10:00am Worship Service   
Monday 5 
Labour Day —Church Closed 
Sunday  11 
10:00am Worship Service 
Church School Registration 
Welcome Back Lunch 
Sunday  18 
10:00am Worship Service 
Sunday 25 
10:00am Worship Service 
Church School Open House 

October 
Sunday  2 
10:00am Worship Service 
World Wide Communion 
Reception of New Members 
Sunday 9 
10:00 am Worship Service 
Thanksgiving 
Monday 11 
Thanksgiving  - Church Closed 
Sunday 17 
10:00 am Worship Service 
Bazaar Sorting Sunday 
Saturday 22 
Bazaar 
Sunday 23 
10:00 am Worship Service 
Sunday 30 
10:00 am Worship Service 
Seniors & Friends Luncheon 
November 
Sunday 6 
10:00 am Worship Service 
Remembrance Sunday 
Wednesday 11 
Remembrance Day—Church Closed 
Sunday 13 
10:00 am Worship Service 
Extra Extra Read All About It—Pick Up Your 
WUC Newsletter from the Narthex!! 


