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Submitted by Rev. Kathryn Peate

A study found (and yes, they do studies on everything nowadays) that people rarely laugh
alone, but are six times as likely to laugh in the presence of another, and thirty times more
likely to laugh when in a group. You can get a chuckle from jokes and video clips on the
internet but not usually the powerful rib-tickling, knee-slapping, fall-over laughter you get
when it bounces off others.
Those who are parents know that often children can provide a great deal of laughter – if you
are willing to look at each situation from a joy-filled perspective. For instance, I am the
oldest of three children. My father married late in life (for that time) and was almost forty
when I born. He spent the first two years of my life saying to anyone who would listen, “I
can’t wait till she’s walking and talking.” Since then he keeps telling me he can’t wait till I sit
down and be quiet.
God is a God of joy. I believe Jesus laughed a lot when He was on
this earth. He must have – after all, He enjoyed spending time
with children. Jesus also spent a lot of time with His disciples,
who in their squabbling and misunderstandings, often must
have seemed very childish at moments.
What we want as Christians, is to experience joy – but not just
joy for ourselves, but contagious joy. The source of contagious
joy comes from God. Psalm 126 says: “Then our mouths are
filled with laughter and our tongue with singing: then they said
among the nations, The LORD hath done great things for them.”
Try to sit down each day and count your blessings. You may be surprised by how many of
them make you smile. And if you share them with others, they too will smile. Throw in a
good story about your children, and pretty soon you will all be laughing and sharing
contagious joy.
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Stewardship at Woodroffe

Submitted by Tricia Curtis

It is time for another update on Stewardship at Woodroffe United Church. This year, like all
years, is busy for everyone in the church. Activities abound, and the building is rarely
empty and quiet. Many outside groups use our facilities for daycare, school, meetings,
weddings, fitness, clubs, hobbies, . . . Members of the congregation are also often around:
worshiping, volunteering, attending meetings, preparing meals, doing outreach work,
gardening, helping with fundraisers, . . . The list goes on and on. Our church is truly a busy
place!
This busy place is also an expensive place to maintain and run. Pledges, weekly offerings,
and income from use of space are all needed for the ongoing expenses of the church, as well
as our commitments to Outreach and Mission & Service. But these sources are sometimes
not enough, which is why we have fundraisers and ongoing fundraising campaigns
throughout the year. These fundraising events are a great way to get together with others
and have fun, while bringing in necessary monies.
By the time this Uniter goes to print, we will have had our ‘Farewell to Downton Abbey’
tea, on February 6th. As all the tickets are sold out, for two sittings, this should be a very
successful fundraiser for WUC’s Syrian Family Sponsorship Fund. Like all fundraisers,
whether for another cause, or the church itself, it grew from someone’s idea and a
willingness to take on the organization of the function, to become the product of a large
team of people working together to create a fun event. If you have a fundraising idea and
want to start the ball rolling, talk to any of us on the Stewardship committee and we can
help you with your project.
On February 27th, please remember to come to the church parking lot between 10:30 am
and noon to pick up your order of frozen berries. Then on April 17th, we will hold our
annual HST Auction, where we will be auctioning off ‘Happily Shared Treasures’ donated
by members of the congregation and neighbourhood. Once again we will have a lunch of
delicious lasagna and salad before the auction begins. Tickets for the lunch will be sold for
several weeks prior to the auction. Please offer your treasures, your talent, and your time,
and come bid on the many items which will be auctioned off by a professional auctioneer.
Spring will come again, and with it will come gardening and the ‘Books, Baking and
Blooms’ sale, currently scheduled for June 4th. We will be asking for donations at that time
for all three areas of the sale. We also welcome all assistance with making the gardens of
the church beautiful during the spring, summer, and fall. See Tricia Curtis if you want to
help with gardening.
Our final official fundraiser of the church year will be the Strawberry Social. No date is set
as yet, since it is dependent on when the strawberries will be available.
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If you have any ideas for fundraising that would be fun and could benefit your church,
please let anyone on the Stewardship Committee know. We can always use new ideas, and
energy to put them into action. Current members are Tricia Curtis, Shirley Hockin, Joe
Smarkala, Bob Walkington, Pam Byers, and Kathryn Peate.

Grab and Go Lunch Program

Submitted by Ruth Cooper

The following is a letter received by our Outreach Committee.
The Grab and Go lunch program allows children and youth to pick up a healthy bagged
lunch from the community house, two mornings a week on their way to school. 196
children and youth registered for the program in 2015. On average, 290 bagged lunches are
distributed weekly. The program is run by volunteers, staff, and teachers from Dr. F.J.
McDonald Catholic School, which is a local school in the neighbourhood.
Food security continues to be a challenge for many of the residents in Britannia Woods.
Contributions like yours are vital to fighting hunger and isolation in the community. The
program doesn’t only put food in the children’s hands, it also relieves pressure on parents.
And it allows the young people to have a great sense of community and connections.
We are proud to also report that all of the 290 weekly sandwiches are prepared by parents
in the community. The parents are showing increased appreciation and understanding of
the supports you are providing for their children. With the increase of food prices in the
past years, more and more parents are asking to expand the program. With current
resources, and the heavy reliance on volunteers, we are unable to meet this request in
2016. We are slowly growing the number of donors to see if we can do this in 2017. Total
monetary value for 2015 was estimated to be $17,500. Woodroffe United contributes about
a third of the needed funds – $6,000 per year. We sincerely thank Woodroffe United Church
and the membership for the unwavering support throughout the year. We look forward to
the continuation of the program, and your support is paramount to its existence.
Mohamed Sofa
Britannia Woods Community House
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Financial Report

Submitted by Joe Smarkala, Treasurer

Detailed below you will see our unaudited financial results as of the end of December 2015.
Final audited results will be presented at the Annual Congregational Meeting at the end of
February. There will be some small changes to these results in the Audited results.
2015

2014

Revenue
- Envelope Givings

$199,874

$203,799

- Use of Building

$107,043

$111,591

$34,614

$37,489

$8,226

$7,316

$349,757

$360,195

- Personnel Costs

$208,467

$227,793

- Other Costs

$116,867

$100,841

Total Expense

$325,334

$328,634

Surplus

$24,423

$31,561

Reserve

$112,016

$76,476

Mission & Service Givings

$33,847

$38,082

Local Outreach Givings

$34,181

$34,111

Refugee Fund Givings

$20,920

$0

- Fundraising
- Other
Total Revenue

Expenses
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Thank you for your continued financial support of Woodroffe United Church, Mission &
Service, Local Outreach and the new Refugee Fund. We’ve included the Refugee Fund which
started in the middle of November. You can see that close to $21,000 has been raised for
the Syrian family we are supporting, in only 6 weeks.
You can see that 2015 was a good year financially for Woodroffe. Operationally, we had a
surplus of over $24,000 for the year. Most of this came from reduced personnel costs in
2015. We had a nice increase in our Financial Reserve (our Savings Account). With the
operational surplus for 2015 and with three bequests we received in 2015 totalling over
$22,000 (which are not included in the Operational Revenue), our Reserve grew to
$112,016 in 2015 from $76,476, an increase of $36,000. This will allow us to continue to
improve our facilities and handle any unforeseen repairs or shortfalls in 2016. It also gets
us closer to your Treasurer’s goal of a Reserve of $150,000 for the church. Thank you again
for your financial support in 2015.

Youth, Casseroles, and Pastoral Care

Submitted by Kim Stewart

Youth from Woodroffe and Britannia United Churches participated in a community event at
Woodroffe just before Christmas, on December 22, 2015. The two small youth groups,
together with Rev. Kathryn Peate’s help, made some casseroles for our Pastoral Care team
and Ministers to share with people they visit who might like to receive these. The youth
groups prepared individual portions of two casseroles: turkey tetrazzini, and macaroni,
tomato, & cheese. We also made some chocolate chip cookies. The two congregations split
the casseroles, and at Woodroffe they were placed in the
new freezer available to the Ministers and Pastoral Care
team.
Woodroffe was represented by Erin and Ewan Wai and
Kim and Lexie Stewart. There were two participants from
Britannia United Church (Giana and Kim) and their
leaders, Deana and Helen.
We look forward to doing more youth activities in the new
year, hopefully including more baking and cooking for
Pastoral Care.
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Junior Church

Submitted by Cathy Seaborn

The C.E. Committee has decided to refer to what we once called ‘Church School’ or ‘Sunday
School’ as JUNIOR CHURCH. The term ‘Junior’ includes babies, younger kids, and youth, and
‘Church’, by itself, takes away the formality of going to school. As it is a new term – please
forgive us as we take some time to get used to the new reference. Change is good and it is
fun – we are never too young or too old to change.
On that note, we welcome anyone who is interested in helping out in Junior Church as we
have but one teacher now. Ray Cuthbert could use some assistance, and he could also use a
break upstairs. Please consider helping out and lending a hand to keep our Junior Church
alive. If you know someone interested in volunteering upstairs, or if you would like to help
out, please contact Ray Cuthbert or Cathy Seaborn.
After June 30, 2016 our current Church School Co-Ordinator (Junior Church Co-Ordinator)
will be stepping down after two years in the position. We are looking for a replacement
person to start in early September 2016. A list of the duties is below:
prepare craft activity for Junior Church classes for each Sunday morning. A sample
of the final piece should be included in the preparation.
order church curriculum in May each year
prepare, with the co-operation of the volunteers, the Nursery Roster for the church
year
update and decorate the Lower Hall Junior Church Bulletin Board as required
purchase craft supplies and Nursery treats as required
help with planning and co-ordination of the Junior Church Open House, Babies &
Friends Luncheon, the Christmas Pageant, Valentine’s Day, and June
Picnic/Graduation
Please contact Ray Cuthbert or Cathy Seaborn if you have an interest in this position or
would like to discuss any details of this position.

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner

Submitted by Kim Stewart

The Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner will be on Tuesday, February 9th in the Banquet Hall
with the usual sittings at 5:00, 5:30, and 6:00 pm. The menu will include pancakes,
sausages, tea and coffee. A freewill offering will be collected. Proceeds will be donated to
the Presbytery youth for their upcoming trip to Zeballos on Vancouver Island.
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Stone Soup Lunch 2016

Submitted by Allison Hockin

The Mission and Service Committee put on the annual Stone Soup lunch on Sunday, January
24, 2016. This lunch was a great success again this year with more than 60 people in
attendance and about $250 raised for the Mission & Service Fund.
We were especially lucky to have two great speakers this year: Judy Chaplin and Nancy
Metcalfe, the co-chairs of Woodroffe’s refugee sponsorship group. A big thank you to Judy
and Nancy for the update on the family and their first month spent in Canada. Nancy
likened our experience in sponsorship to the original Stone Soup Story and much like that
story, this annual lunch at Woodroffe comes together with the help of many people.
First, to all the members of the congregation who contributed items for the soup, a huge
thank you to you all. Most of the donations are made anonymously throughout the week
leading up to Stone Soup Sunday but they are all appreciated. From the bags of carrots to
the stewing beef to the canned beans, all of your donations help make this lunch possible. A
big thank you as well to all those who donated delicious sweets for dessert. There was no
shortage of goodies to go around!
Next, a big thank you to the vegetable chopping crew on Saturday: Muriel McGuinty,
Carolyn Williams, Sue Smarkala, Sally Faulkner, Jetty ter Haar Romeny, Steve Mairs, Shirley
and Jamie Hockin. Without a good group of people to help cut vegetables (especially the
onions!) and set tables, the prep for the soup would last for hours. A big thank you also
goes to Pat Pearson for setting up all the tables in the Banquet Hall. And to everyone who
lent a hand on Sunday, thanks for all your help, too. Even if you cleared a few dishes off a
table, all the help is greatly appreciated. Special thanks to Muriel McGuinty, George Neville,
David Peate, Steve Mairs, Shirley and Jamie Hockin, who took on most of the cleaning duties.
And finally, a big thank you to Tamer and Rehab (and Baraa), the Syrian family we are
supporting, who put together the savoury baked goods that everyone got to try at the lunch.
As everyone heard that day, Tamer was a baker back in Syria, and when the family found
out we were having a lunch where the congregation would be getting an update about their
time in Canada, they wanted to contribute something. I think everyone agreed that these
treats were delicious!
Thanks again to all who attended and who contributed in some way!
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Youth Volunteers

Submitted by Kim Stewart

Lexie Stewart is participating in an upcoming exchange program with youth from Zeballos,
a small First Nations community located on the northwest coast of Vancouver Island.
The youth from Zeballos will be coming to Ottawa in February for a week, and the Ottawa
youth will be travelling to BC during the March Break.
This is part of a federal government program that is being coordinated in Ottawa by Rev.
Hilary Merritt, the Youth and Young Adult Minister at Ottawa Presbytery, and it includes 20
youth from United Churches throughout the Ottawa area.
The Membership Relations Committee (MRC) sponsored the Presbytery Dinner on January
12, 2016, and kindly offered to donate the proceeds from the dinner to the Ottawa youth
going to Zeballos to help offset some of their costs. In all, there were about 20 youth from
the Zeballos trip who volunteered at the Presbytery Dinner, including Lexie Stewart. Kira
Mathers from Woodroffe also participated as a youth volunteer.
The youth helped with the set-up, serving, and clean-up for the dinner, and were greatly
appreciated.
Following the dinner, the youth trip was commissioned by Presbytery.
As well as the financial donation MRC made to the Zeballos trip, the Membership Relations
Committee also donated the remaining tourtiere from the dinner to the Pastoral Care Team,
and the individual portions were placed in the new freezer.
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Babies & Friends Luncheon – November 29th Submitted by Cathy Seaborn
After service on Sunday, November 29, 2016, the Church School and Nursery children and
their siblings, grandparents, and parents came together to spend some quality time over
lunch in the Banquet Hall. Beth Junkins, Lexie Stewart, and Maddie Borys started the gettogether on a good ‘note’, singing a variety of songs with the kids. A delectable menu of
chicken nuggets, fries, veggies & dip, juices, fruit, and ice cream satisfied the appetites of
over 25 guests. Reverend Peate talked to the children about Advent as they put together an
Advent candle wreath of their own to take home which was followed by an interactive story
of the Christmas Story in the Manger. A souvenir pewter Christmas ornament of the Baby
Jesus was given to each of the 8 children who attended the luncheon. Many thanks to the
volunteers on the C.E. Committee for planning another successful event that helps to bring
our families and our youth and children together at Woodroffe.

96th Ottawa Scout Troop

Submitted by Candice Armstrong

Hello everyone! I just thought I’d give an update and some information on the upcoming
Canadian Jamboree and the Scout Troop’s plan to get there next summer.
This past week, we finally got the website link to see the pricing and further details on the
camp itself! This just got real and we’re super excited!
The triennial camp will be held at Camp Nedooae in Middle Musquodoboit, Nova Scotia
from July 8-15, 2017. There will be thousands of scouts attending, and is a “once in a scout
career” type of camp. They will be providing land-based, water-based, STEM-based
(science), and off-site programs that the scouts will get to pick and choose which parts they
do. It will be interesting on the food side of the camp too as they are doing a new way of
feeding everyone. There will be a grocery store on site that we can purchase our food for
the day, every day! Because of this style of food planning, the cost of the camp itself is less
than we had originally planned! We’re all happy about that.
We will be planning some functions in the next few months to do some fundraising towards
this camp. Syrup sales will be happening soon enough and we’ll let you know about the
others as we go. We thank you all for any help you give!
As we learn more, I’ll keep you all updated. If you’d like more information, you can leave
me a note in our pigeon hole by the office.
Thanks again,
Scouter Candice “Blue” Armstrong
9

Reading the Bible with Understanding, a Layman’s View
Submitted by George Neville
For 2016, members and adherents of Woodroffe United Church have been encouraged to
embark on a 52 Week Bible Reading Plan (any translation version) with 15-20 minute
prescribed readings each day from Sunday to Saturday selected from Epistles, Law, History,
Psalms, Poetry, Prophecy, and the Gospels, respectively. The array of readings,
systematically and progressively selected, for the most part, appear to have the chief merit
and objective of increasing one’s familiarity with biblical texts in a structured sense as a
daily devotional exercise.
Texts of the various Books of the Bible are not readily understandable in this secular age,
particularly to the uninitiated. Historical references to events 2,000 to 5,000 or more years
ago are often obscure and distorted from archaeological evidence and historical accounts
by professional historians. Most importantly, the Bible is not a record of empirical science
and definitely it can make no such claim. Even the attribution of various Books to particular
writers, e.g., Daniel to the person of Daniel, the Psalms to King David, James to the Apostle
James, etc., is fallacious although piously endearing. To read the Bible with understanding,
one must read its passages in conjunction with other relevant material – historical accounts
of the period, geographical and archaeological evidence about the areas chronicled, biblical
commentaries, learned monographs on particular Books such as that of Luke and The Acts.
Above all, any selected reading of the Bible must be undertaken with an appreciation of the
context of the particular selection in respect not only to the totality of the text (Chapter,
etc.) from which it was taken, but also in relation to the conditions and epoch under which
the Chapter was written, the historical and governmental relationship of the people, their
communities, and overlords, etc. While minimal textural context will be afforded in the 52
Week Bible Reading Plan by virtue for the most part of its systematic chapter layouts, any
other instructive contextual appreciation is left to the resources or experience of the reader.
The matter of Biblical context is often most neglected in the weekly lectionary readings
prescribed (or selected) for worship in church. This lack of context is further compounded
by the fact that frequently 3 or 4 readings are utilized, chosen from diverse texts of different
periods, authors, and themes, sometimes bearing thin relationship to each other. In some
United Churches, the lay reader is provided with an explanatory introduction to be read as a
contextual preface to the morning’s prescribed texts. Such a recommended practice serves
double duty: first, it serves to provide an understandable setting with some background
information for the readings to the congregants, and secondly, it allows the sermon to be
built upon this basic setting and information by which the congregants have been prepared.
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By all means read the Bible, but read it with study and resources when you can! Your
church library has rich and diverse Biblical resources for exploratory reading that appear
little utilized. Pity! [Editor’s note: See William Barclay’s commentaries on most books of
the New Testament at 226 BAR in our church library. Other commentaries can be found at
220.7 and 220.3 in the library.]
P.S. Former megachurch pastor Rob Bell in the U.C. Observer (Jan. 2016 issue, p. 13), is
quoted, “No one just reads the Bible. You read the Bible in the light of tradition, in light of
reason, in light of the new thing you sense is happening in the world.”

A Good Friday Perspective

Submitted by Diokno Segundo

We have said that if Jesus had not united himself to us in His person in the incarnation, He
could never have united us to God in His passion. He first gave himself to us, and then gave
himself for us. “God made Him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in Him we might
become the righteousness of God.” (2 Cor. 5:21). And how does the one who had no sin,
impart to us in the righteousness of God? He does it by His continuing presence. It was not
enough that God joined himself to us in the incarnation or that Christ joined us to His Father
in the atonement. For the benefits of the atonement to become a reality in our lives, Christ
had to come back from the dead and live in our hearts by faith.
You see, you and I could never be righteous like Jesus, or be asked to write a play like
Shakespeare, paint pictures like Raphael, or compose music like Beethoven. We just
couldn’t do it. The amazing fact, however, is this: ordinary folk like you and me can live like
Jesus Christ – righteously – because he not only imputes His righteousness to us through
the Cross but imparts it by coming and living in us. That is why Good Friday should never
be considered in isolation. It is linked to Easter Sunday. Think on this: Christianity is the
only religion in the world whose founder rose from the dead and came back to live His life
in and through His followers.

Visiting St. Joseph’s Oratory in Montréal

Submitted by Joe Holmes

Twice in 2015, my wife May and I visited Montréal. We have always enjoyed taking the Via
Rail train and staying at the Queen Elizabeth Hotel beside the station. We had been to
Montréal many times before. However, last April and November were only the first and
second times that I visited St. Joseph’s Oratory Roman Catholic Church.
The church was quite spectacular; off Queen Mary Street on Mount Royal, and not far from
the Côte-des-Neiges metro station. According to church literature, St. Joseph’s was once
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one of the tallest buildings in the world, the dome being higher than St. Paul’s in London.
Built between 1904 and 1966, the Oratory was originally founded by a religious brother
with miraculous healing powers and a deep reverence for the father of Jesus. His name was
Brother André Bessette (1845-1937). André was made a Saint by Pope Benedict XVI in
2010 and is greatly revered by Québec and the church he founded.
The photo at left is of the statue honouring
St. Joseph and the baby Jesus, with historic
Montréal landmark St. Joseph’s Oratory on
Mount Royal. [Editor’s note: see the
website for additional photos.] I made a
second trip to St. Joseph’s in November,
having missed a few things the first time in
April. Between times, I read the book
Brother André: Friend of the Suffering,
Apostle of Saint Joseph by Jean-Guy Dubuc
which peaked my interest for a second visit.
Built with multiple levels, the Oratory itself
includes a lower level Crypt Church and
upper level Basilica under the main dome.
André’s body and heart are interred
separately in shrines within the church. Crutches from many of the cured are on display in
an area full of candles near the Crypt. Visitors and faithful can attend services and mass,
pray, light candles, or obtain holy water from the Oratory office.
Outside the main church structure, there is a carillon, large gift shop, and cafeteria. Inside
are two smaller gift shops. I bought a picture book of Catholic Saints and a bottle for holy
water. The Oratory Museum exhibits paintings from various artists, as well as 100
fascinating nativity scenes of varying sizes, each made by an artist from a different county.
They display interesting and varied inspirations and interpretations of the biblical manger
scene from around the world.
Other than a separate $5 for the Museum, there was no admission charge to see St. Joseph’s,
although there were donation boxes. To get to the church from street level, you can avoid
climbing the hill and staircase by taking the church shuttle bus up to the entrance. If you
prefer, you can walk up the long staircase, or as some penitent Catholics do, climb step-bystep on hands and knees. Inside are escalators and elevators, making the church fairly easy
to get around. There is also quite a view of the city and beyond from the entrance level and
higher. St. Joseph’s Oratory is a church you might want to visit the next time you are in
Montréal. As a United Church member, I know I enjoyed it.
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Refugee Sponsorship News
Submitted by Nancy Metcalfe and Judy Chaplin (co-Chairs)
The Woodroffe United Church Refugee Sponsorship Committee has had the honour of
working with Tamer, Rehab, and Baraa, a Syrian family, since their arrival in Canada on
December 27th. Some of our “welcome and orientation” group met them at the airport
holding a large sign with the family members’ names written in Arabic script. The family
lived in temporary accommodation for a couple of weeks until they moved into their two
bedroom apartment in west Ottawa on January 9th. The apartment was furnished with our
congregation’s in kind donations, and it was cleaned and set up by many of our committee
members. The family are enjoying their apartment very much. The past few weeks have
involved various appointments: application for OHIP, medicals, language assessment, etc.
They have their permanent resident cards now, and this will ease their integration into
Canadian life. Tamer and Rehab started their ESL classes this past week at Bayshore
School, and Baraa is in the child care program that is available to the students. The English
classes provide opportunities to help them adjust to life in Canada.
Committee members and our volunteer interpreters have accompanied the family on a
variety of outings such as Parliament Hill, sledding at Westboro Beach, grocery shopping,
purchasing winter boots, and a tour of Rideau Center and Byward Market. The committee
and the interpreters held a Welcome Tea so that everyone involved could meet the family.
Tamer, who is a baker, provided some of the snacks for both the Welcome Tea and more
recently for the Stone Soup lunch. The family is very grateful for the support they are
receiving from this congregation and they appreciate opportunities to show their thanks.
Finally, it is important to acknowledge the Arabic speaking interpreters who are helping the
family to overcome the language barriers they face, and they are giving them social support
as well as being strong role models for successful integration into Canadian life. Also,
refugee sponsorship is a major financial commitment, and it is the donations of our
congregation and from a number of people outside of our congregation, our city, and our
country that have made it possible for us to do this work.
Our next steps will include assisting the family in learning to use the available resources to
help them manage on their limited monthly income, and to support them with their short
and long term employment goals. There will be challenges, but we are very encouraged by
the family’s growing confidence about their life in Canada.
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From the Church Librarian

Submitted by Don Mutch

Are you new to Woodroffe United Church, or have you attended church here for many
years? Whether you’ve been here a short time or a long time, I invite you to take a look at
your church library. It is fully visible in the narthex just outside the sanctuary.
The library has been developed to be a resource for Sunday School teachers, mid-week
group leaders, and study group participants. It is a source of information for anyone in the
congregation who wishes to learn more about the Christian faith, other religions, Christian
family life, and social justice issues of our day. There are interesting books for you to
explore in your church library. Ask me for help after church on Sundays.
[Editor’s note: Take Don up on his offer. He’s as great a resource as the books themselves.]

Shortbread Delivery Visits

Submitted by George Neville

Here are a couple of photos of Woodroffe members I visited while delivering shortbread
back in December.

Muriel Jones finishing her rice pudding
dessert in the cafeteria of the Perley and
Rideau Verterans Health Centre. Muriel,
whose career was Nursing, played the
organ in the early years of the Woodroffe
congregation when it met in its first
building, now Scout Hall.
Jean Ellis comfortably settled into a
pleasantly furnished unit of the Palisades
Ottawa Retirement Community. Jean
minds the cold, but is an alert
conversationalist.
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Passages

Submitted by Don Mutch

There were five deaths at Woodroffe since the last issue of The Uniter:
Eric Routliffe – November 20th
James Fitzpatrick – December 18th
Shirley Brown – fall 2015 (exact date unknown)
Robert (Bob) Wood – January 9th
Jean Eadie – January 17th
Three new members were received:
George Neville
Kevin Naukatsik
Renee Roseboom
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Woodroffe United Activities – February to June 2016
07FEB

09FEB
12, 19, 26
FEB
14FEB
15FEB
17FEB
21FEB
22FEB
28FEB
02MAR
04,11,18
MAR
06MAR
13MAR
16MAR
20MAR
21MAR
24MAR
25MAR
27MAR

Worship Service – Festival of
African-American Spirituals
and Songs
Shrove Tuesday – Pancake Dinner
Lenten Reflection Group, 7:00am

28MAR
03APR
06APR
10APR
17APR

Worship Service – Lent I
Communion
Family Day – Church closed
Milkbags to Bedmats, 9:30am
Scout/Guide Worship Service
Lent II
UCW – Renaissance Unit, noon
Worship Service – Lent III
Annual General Meeting, 11:15am
UCW – Jubilee Unit, 7:30pm
Lenten Reflection Group, 7:00am

20APR
23APR
24APR
25APR
01MAY
04MAY
08MAY
15MAY
22MAY
29MAY
04JUN
05JUN

68th

Anniversary Sunday, Lent IV
Remembering Sunday
Worship Service – Lent V
Milkbags to Bedmats, 9:30am
Worship Service – Palm Sunday
UCW – Renaissance Unit, noon
Maundy Thursday
Lenten Reflection Group, 7:00am
Good Friday Service, 10am
Easter Sunrise Service, Breakfast

Scout-Guide Service

Palm Sunday

12JUN
19JUN
26JUN
30JUN

Easter Sunrise
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Easter Worship Service, Communion
Easter Monday – Church closed
Worship Service
UCW – Jubilee Unit, 7:30pm
Worship Service
Worship Service
HST Lunch & Auction, 11am
Milkbags to Bedmats, 9:30am
Beaver Pancake Breakfast
Worship Service
UCW – Renaissance Unit, noon
Worship Service
11:15am Seniors’ Spring Luncheon
UCW – Jubilee Unit, 7:30pm
Worship Service – Mother’s Day
Worship Service – Pentecost
Communion
Worship Service
Worship Service
Books-Baking-Blooms Sale
Worship Service
Congregational Picnic
Worship Service
Worship Service – Father’s Day
Worship Service
Strawberry Social (date is an
estimation – to be confirmed)

Maple Syrup

Strawberry Social

Editor’s Endnote
The editor’s father & grandfather were both United Church ministers, and both preached
sermons based on variations of the poem below. I hope I’m not telling any secrets here by
saying that ministers sometimes reuse their sermons over the years. This particular
sermon was one of the most requested, and seems to have been used in one form or
another 10 times between the two of them between 1973 and 1991. In those pre-internet
days, the poem was attributed to a Dr. Frank Dickie, however a Google search attributes it
to everything from a spelling variation (Dr. Frank Dickey), to Nadine Stair, and others.
Authorship aside, the poem goes something like this:
If I had my life to live over
I would relax more
I wouldn’t take things so seriously
I’d take more chances
I’d climb more mountains
swim more rivers
go to more dances
ride on more merry-go-rounds
I’d pick more daisies
Of course, none of us have our “life to live over”, but all of us have time left to “take up”
something on this list or add to the list. In the modern United Church, Lent is often used as
a time to “take up” something rather than giving something up. What can you add to the
above list to enrich your life or the lives of those around you?
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