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Minister’s Message        Submitted by Rev. Kathryn Peate 

Now that summer is drawing to a close, many people have returned to work from vacations, 

children are back in school, and summer activities are winding down.  In the meantime, 

church activities are once again winding up. 

By the time you are reading this, our Welcome Back Lunch and Junior Church registration at 

Woodroffe will have taken place.  The 96th Ottawa Scouts are back in full swing, using the 

newly renovated Scout Hall as their home base.  School supplies have been delivered to the 

Pathways program.  The food bank drive is underway.  Choir members are back to lead the 

worship music.  I will have preached a six week series on the Lord’s Prayer (which are 

available on our website at woodroffeunited.org).  And we, as a congregation, are fast 

approaching that most organized chaos in this church known as our Bazaar.  We are also 

already thinking ahead to the Christmas season because at the time of this writing 

(September 8th) there are only 108 sleeps left to Christmas Day. 

In all this busyness, I encourage you to take time every day to be with God.  Pray; read your 

bible (it’s never too late to start a Read The Bible in a Year program); seek out a book in our 

church library that catches your interest; join a growth group in the church (our next one is 

entitled Too Busy Not to Pray and will start in October). 

I pray that in my time serving Woodroffe, we will grow closer to God together, hold each 

other up in difficult times, and learn to enjoy all the blessings around us.  May God keep you 

and protect you. 

Yours in Christ’s service, 

Kathryn 

  

http://woodroffeunited.org/
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Church Financial Status as of August 31, 2016 

    Submitted by Joe Smarkala, Treasurer 

Here is the current operational financial picture for Woodroffe United as of the end of 

August, 2016. 

 End of August 

2015 

End of August 

2016 

Revenue   

  - Envelope Givings $114,412 $114,745 

  - Use of Building $69,953 $69,051 

  - Fundraising + Other  $13,967 $12,038 

Total Revenue $198,332 $195,834 

   

Expenses   

  - Personnel Costs $132,642 $145,828 

  - Other Expenses $68,119 $66,190 

Total Expense $200,761 $212,018 

   

Deficit -$2,429 -$16,026 

   

Mission & Service Givings $21,426 $21,157 

Outreach Givings $17,498 $31,113 

 

You can see that our 2016 numbers to the end of August were very similar to 2015 numbers 

with the exception of increased Personnel costs.  That increase was expected, as we went 

from a ¾ time minister to a full time minister who started in July 2015.  This has increased 

our deficit to $16,026 in 2016.  Such a deficit is normal for Woodroffe in August.  With our 

Bazaar coming up in October, this deficit should be eliminated, and your Treasurer is 
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expecting an operational surplus of around $10,000 by the end of 2016.  Thank you to all 

for your continued financial support. 

Not included in the above numbers are our major repairs that have been made to our 

Sanctuary (new screen, sound system improvements), Scout Hall (improved storage, new 

windows and floors, air conditioning, painting), and Daycare area (air conditioning).  A total 

of $54,000 has been spent on these improvements.  Over $45,000 has been raised in our 

Building Renewal fund to help pay for these repairs.  Again, thank you for your support to 

our building fund. 

As of the end of August 2016, our financial reserve was $74,003. 

Your Treasurer, 

Joe Smarkala 

 

Woodroffe Member Honoured         Submitted by Ruth Cooper, Outreach 

The Annual General Meeting of the Britannia Woods Community House (including the Food 

Pantry) was held Wednesday May 25, 2016.  This year they took the opportunity to thank 

all the wonderful people who volunteer and donate, (Woodroffe being one of the oldest 

supporters), who make it possible for the Food Pantry to operate. 

During the evening, one of our congregation, Bryan ter Haar Romeny, received special 

recognition.  The coordinator of the Food Pantry sent the following tribute. 

“Bryan has been a volunteer at the Food Pantry for many years.  He is extremely dedicated 

and hard working.  He is always there on Monday mornings when we arrive, and during the 

winter, he single-handedly ensures that the long walkway and ramp are free from snow and 

ice.  This enables the Ottawa Food Bank delivery people to be able to push the carts 

smoothly to the back door of the Community House.  This can be quite physically 

demanding, as is the delivery process itself, when Bryan is one of the crew of men on the 

long staircase passing heavy boxes down the stairs.  It is quite a workout and he never 

complains.  Even when Bryan was off sick for a while, he quickly returned to his volunteer 

duties.  He always has interesting tidbits of information to share and has a great sense of 

humour.  We love him at the Food Pantry and wanted to recognize one of the unsung heroes 

who quietly go about their business with great dignity.” 

Congratulations Bryan. 
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Communion at Woodroffe        Submitted by the Worship Committee 

Communion – the central Christian sacrament, reminds us of Jesus’ Last Supper with his 

Disciples and of God’s enduring love.  First Corinthians 10 and 11 describe the ethical 

commitments involved in sharing the bread and cup, as well as stirring testimony of the 

way the Lord’s Supper celebrates the unity of the body of Christ.  In his short treatise on the 

Lord’s Supper, John Calvin wrote that the sacrament is not a sacrifice, but rather a meal, in 

which God nourishes our faith. 

For almost two thousand years, communion was served by intinction – what Woodroffe 

calls “Come Forward Communion”.  The term Intinction is the “dipping of the bread in the 

cup”.  We celebrate the sacrament of this communion by selecting bread from the basket – 

“Bread for the Journey” and when we dip the bread into the cup, we are dipping the bread 

into the “Wine of the New Covenant” which completes the communion.  “Traditional” 

communion (serving in the pews) came into being during the world wars. 

During the communion by intinction, in the United Church of Canada, we do not drink from 

the cup.  For those in the congregation who are not comfortable dipping their bread in the 

cup for health reasons,  they need not do so.  Either way, the communion is considered 

whole, and a proper respect of the sacrament. 

In the last couple of years, we have served traditional communion on the first Sunday in 

Advent and on Easter Sunday, and “come forward” communion for the other five 

communions of the church year.  This reflects both historical church practice and the real 

challenge at Woodroffe of finding enough volunteers to prepare a traditional communion – 

fill the Communion trays, carry them to the Congregation, and then clean up after the 

service. 

We would like to ensure that Communion is a meaningful and spiritual experience for all.  If 

you would like to discuss this further, please contact the Chair of Worship, Deb Lester at 

deborah.k.lester@gmail.com or 613-591-7558. 

 

Joke du Jour         Submitted by Rev. Kathryn Peate 

“There will be a meeting of the Board immediately after the service,” announced the pastor.  

After the close of the service, the Church Board gathered at the back of the auditorium for 

the announced meeting, but there was a stranger in their midst – a visitor who had never 

attended their church before.  “My friend,” said the pastor.  “Didn’t you understand that this 

is a meeting of the Board?”  “Yes,” said the visitor, “and after today’s sermon, I suppose I’m 

just about as bored as anyone else who came to this meeting.” 
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Woodroffe United Church Bazaar          Submitted by the Bazaar Committee 

Time and Place: 
 

The Annual WUC Bazaar will take place on Saturday October 22nd, from 9 am to 1 pm.  The 

Overall Convenors are Doug McKee, Marilyn Jones, and George Neville.  There is a volunteer 

sign-up sheet in the Narthex, and we sincerely appreciate your willingness to volunteer in 

one of the many areas.  Many hands make light work! 

High School Volunteers: 
 

If you know any high school students seeking volunteer hours, please ask them to contact 

the Church Office at 613-722-9250.  Anne Soutar will direct them to one of the Overall 

Convenors. 

Donation of Goods: 
 

There is a significant change this year to the layout of the Scout Hall.  As many of you know, 

the stage has been removed to provide additional storage space.  However, there is a plan in 

place to store bazaar donations, prior to the Bazaar.  Anyone with donated goods is asked to 

leave them on the bench inside the North side door or on the bench at the top of the stairs 

outside of Scout Hall.  Please do not bring large articles/furniture until October. 

Following the same guidelines as previous years, we try to minimize our contribution to the 

landfill.  Therefore, we ask all donors NOT to bring unsaleable items.  These include: 

 Sofa beds/mattresses 
 Microwave ovens 
 Window accessories 
 Text books/magazines 
 Reader’s Digest Condensed books 
 Televisions (with cathode ray tube) 
 Sporting goods 
 Computers 

 

Sorting  Sunday: 
 

Sorting Sunday, when the majority of donated goods are sorted and delivered to 

appropriate venues within the church, is Sunday October 16th, immediately following the 

church service.  A light lunch will be served for all volunteers after the work is complete! 
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From the Church Library             Submitted by Don Mutch 

Your church library added the following book during the summer. 

921  FEISTY AND FEARLESS:  glimpses into the life of Lois M. Wilson 

WILS  by Janice L. Meighan.  United Church Publishing House, © 2014. 

Lois Wilson was the first woman to be elected Moderator of the United Church of Canada.  

She held other important posts including a seat in the Senate of Canada.  Read about her 

remarkable life in this engaging book. 

 

Youth            Submitted by Kim Stewart 

On April 11th, Woodroffe and Britannia United Churches’ youth groups got together at 

Woodroffe to bake some cookies for Volunteer Sunday, and to learn how to knit.  The idea is 

that hopefully the youth will make some items for next year’s mitten tree. 

Thank you to everyone from our congregation who donated wool and knitting needles.  

Thanks also go out to Ray Cuthbert and Deb Lester who helped out in the kitchen, and 

Jeanette Montgomery who taught 8 of the youth how to knit. 
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Woodroffe’s Pastoral Care Team    Submitted by John Patton, Coordinator 

The following passage from the Book of Micah (6:8) neatly summarizes what God expects of 

us as faithful followers. 

. . . what does the Lord require of you 

but to do justice, and to love kindness 

and to walk humbly with your God? 

Jesus echoed this when he boiled the Law down to:  love God and your neighbour.  Sounds 

simple doesn’t it?  And yet, we often struggle with it – especially the part about loving our 

neighbour.  What does it mean to “love kindness”?  Who is our “neighbour”? 

I like to think that it means, at least in part, to care for and about others, to want the best for 

them, and to reach out to them when they are hurting.  In both the Hebrew and Christian 

Scriptures, the image of the “good shepherd” is often used to express this.  It is from that 

“pastoral” image that we get the term “pastoral care.”  Often, the term is capitalized – 

Pastoral Care – and thus acquires a formal connotation that implies special calling or 

training.  And, indeed, some kinds of pastoral care do benefit from professional training – 

but by no means all. 

At Woodroffe, pastoral care occurs on a daily basis and in a variety of ways.  At one end of 

the continuum is what happens every Sunday (though not only then) when members of the 

congregation reach out to each other in caring and supportive ways, be it a cheerful “good 

morning” as we arrive, a quiet chat in the pew before or after the service, or a friendly hello 

when we encounter someone in the mall.  The weekly bulletin reminds us of this when it 

notes that “we are all called to ministry.”  At the other end, is the care provided, usually by 

the Ministers, to those in crises or situations of more acute need – typically surrounding a 

death or serious illness.  In between are those circumstances which call for an ongoing 

commitment – long or short-term – by a member of the congregation to take on 

responsibility for caring for another.  One example is members who are largely confined to 

their homes and are unable to attend church regularly.  Regular home visiting or calling, a 

biweekly newsletter, special attention at Christmas and Easter, ensure that these members 

remain connected to their church family.  The letter and card-writers and shortbread 

deliverers are providing pastoral care – though they may be surprised to hear that.  In other 

cases, from time to time, members find themselves in a particularly difficult situation that 

may call for someone with special skills or training to assist or augment the support 

provided by the Ministers.  This is where the Pastoral Care Team comes in. 

Woodroffe’s team is currently composed of the Ministers and eleven lay members, all of 

whom have completed a ten-week (25 hour) training program to develop their listening 

skills and their ability to respond pastorally and confidentially when a need arises.  These 
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skills are maintained and enhanced through continuing education programs provided by 

the Pastoral Care Training Program and community agencies.  The team meets monthly 

from September to June for mutual support, sharing, and learning,  and each fall, covenants 

with the congregation to care for one another. 

Current team members are Judy Chaplin, Wes Dearham, Lynn Hampton, Mary-Lynne 

Harvey, Deb Lester, Margaret MacLeod, Jeanette Montgomery, John Patton, Cathy Seaborn, 

Gregg Smith, and Dave Watson. 

If you have, or are aware of a pastoral care need or would like more information about the 

work of the Pastoral Care Team, please contact Rev. Kathryn Peate, John Patton 

(613-729-4139), or any member of the team.  All such communication is kept strictly 

confidential. 

 

Rev. Kathryn’s Summer Sermon Series – The Lord’s Prayer 

Submitted by the Worship Committee 

Rev. Kathryn’s sermons for the summer of 2016 were focused on The Lord’s Prayer.  This 

common prayer is found in the gospels of Matthew and Luke and used throughout the 

world in churches.  By its very nature, the content, the words it uses, and the appeals it 

makes to God, it is to be a model for how Jesus’ followers are to pray every day, in their 

work life, their recreation life, their social life, first thing in the morning, last thing at night. 

We are focusing on the Lord’s Prayer firstly, because it has little to no meaning for those 

who have no church background and do not know the prayer.  Secondly it’s for those who 

know the prayer so well they can recite it in their sleep.  Often when we know something by 

rote, it has lost its meaning to us and we simply recite it because that’s the thing we are 

expected to do. 

In case you missed any of the sermons, or would like to reflect on them at your leisure, they 

have been posted to our website (http://woodroffeunited.org/worship/read-kathryn). 

 

A minister was walking to church one morning when he passed one of his members 

working in his garden.  “Can’t you hear those bells calling you to church?” asked the 

minister.  “Eh, what’s that?” said the member.  “Can’t you hear those bells calling you to 

church?”  “I’m afraid you’ll have to speak a little louder!” said the member.  “CAN’T YOU 

HEAR THOSE BELLS CALLING YOU TO CHURCH?!” shouted the minister.  “I’m sorry,” said 

the member, “I can’t hear you because of those darned BELLS!” 

http://woodroffeunited.org/worship/read-kathryn
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Multifaith Housing Initiative (MHI) and “The Haven” Project 

         Submitted by George Neville 

What is MHI?  The Multifaith Housing Initiative is an ecumenical enterprise helping people 

achieve greater stability and financial security through safe, affordable, and secure rental 

housing.  In 2001, a small group of Christians, Jews, and Muslims together decided to 

establish a non-profit charitable organization, achieved in 2002, to develop affordable 

housing and to assist others to do the same.  Since that time, MHI has built a coalition of 

over 65 (in 2015) faith communities, including Christian (from many denominations), 

Jewish, Muslim, Unitarian, and Hindu groups.  Ottawa Presbytery is a member of MHI, as are 

a number of United Church congregations:  Barrhaven, Bells Corners, Emmanuel, First, 

Glebe St-James, Kanata, MacKay, Orleans, Parkdale, Rideau Park, St. Paul’s-Eastern, 

Southminster, Stittsville, Trinity, and Woodroffe.  Rev. David Sherwin (as Presbytery 

Minister) and Anne Squire (a former Moderator of the U.C.C.) are Patrons of MHI, and 

Presbytery Chair-Elect Phyllis MacRae (Emmanuel) is a member of the MHI Board of 

Directors. 

“The mission of Multifaith Housing Initiative is to provide and to promote affordable home 

space, to encourage harmonious relations amongst tenants of diverse backgrounds, and to 

mobilize the resources of faith communities and others for these purposes.” 

MHI currently owns 41 housing units.  The Haven project will more than triple that to a 

total of 139 units for households whose income falls below the Low Income Cutoff measure 

(this is commonly referred to as the “poverty line”).  MHI also plans to build supportive 

housing for homeless veterans.  The Haven project is scheduled to be completed by mid 

2017, and the Veterans project by 2020. 

 

The Haven Project 

MHI undertook a $1 million Capital Campaign to support this project to build a new 98-unit 

affordable housing development within a city block of Barrhaven in southwest Ottawa.  The 

construction of the new community has been underway since October 2015 in Barrhaven at 

455 Via Verona Avenue just off of Longfields Drive.  As the building is progressing, so are 

the plans to welcome and support the residents who will call The Haven home.  The first 

residents will arrive in January of 2017, and full occupancy (98 units) will be by the end of 

May 2017. 

Dianne Cardin, United Church minister, Retired, relates, “there is a lot of preparation to be 

done.  It is vital that we continue to spread the word about The Haven in our faith 

communities.  We would welcome an invitation to come and speak to the members of 
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Woodroffe U.C. at a service or another time.  Several speakers are available from June to the 

end of the year, but our preference would be September to October.  This will allow for the 

first training of volunteers to take place in November.  Volunteers will be recruited for 

Tenant Relations Teams, Community Teams, Housing Management Committees and Teams, 

and Property Maintenance Teams.  Potential volunteers will be invited to review the skills 

required, the tasks involved, and the time commitment needed, to see if they feel a good fit.  

Brochures will be provided and questions answered.  Fund raising is ongoing and this can 

be discussed as well if that is your wish.  Our primary goal for this visit is to provide 

information about The Haven and to recruit volunteers.” 

For more information and/or to book speaker engagement, please contact Sahada Alolo, 

Community Engagement Manager, at MHI at mhi.sahada.alolo@gmail.com or 

613-686-1825. 

 Construction at The Haven is well 

advanced as of August 15, 2016. 

Photos courtesy of George Neville. 

 

 
 

  

mhi.sahada.alolo@gmail.com
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Ottawa Presbytery Campaign in Support of MHI Affordable Housing in 

Ottawa 

                 Submitted by George Neville, Woodroffe Presbytery Representative 

Early in 2015, the Multifaith Housing Initiative (MHI) undertook a major capital campaign 

with a target of raising $1 million to build a new 98-unit affordable housing development in 

Barrhaven in southwest Ottawa. 

On April 12, 2016, Ottawa Presbytery voted unanimously to undertake a Presbytery-wide 

challenge to support MHI in this endeavour by conducting a campaign from April 2016 to 

April 2017 to: 

 Raise $100,000 for Multifaith Housing’s “The Haven” project 
 Double the number of congregations that are members of MHI, and 
 Increase support for MHI in congregations across the Presbytery 

 

Following the Ottawa Presbytery Launch on April 12th for The Haven project, Presbytery’s 

goals are: 

 Challenge Presbytery to raise $5,000 for the campaign through donations & fund-
raising events 

 Challenge every congregation to raise $1,000 for the campaign through donations 
and events 

 Seek “leadership” gifts in the range of $5,000 – $10,000 from some congregations 
 Encourage other church groups to raise funds for the campaign (youth groups, UCW, 

others) 
 Encourage every congregation to learn more about MHI and consider becoming a 

member 
 Encourage every congregation to invite its members to contribute to MHI and 

volunteer with MHI 
 Create worship materials to promote the campaign on two special Sundays: 

o National Housing Day in November 2016 
o MHI Annual meeting in April 2017 

 Promote MHI, and campaign for The Haven throughout the year, with emphasis on 
MHI’s Cycling Cleric Challenge in September 2016, National Housing Day and MHI’s 
annual Interfaith Prayer Service in November, MHI’s AGM in early April 2017, and 
MHI’s Tulipathon on May 5, 2017 

 

Note:  Donations may be sent directly to Multifaith Housing, clearly earmarked for The 

Haven Capital Campaign.  MHI will track United Church donations and provide reports to 

the Presbytery.  An income tax receipt will be provided for all donations of $15 or more.  Of 

course, donations may also be contributed through your regular Woodroffe U.C. offering 

envelopes by clearly indicating “The Haven Capital Campaign” on the “Other” line. 



12 
 

From the Archives              Submitted by Erin Bruce 

How would you like to take a snapshot of time?  Photographs are a way for us to visually 

communicate within and without our community – a way for us to express who we are, that 

cannot always be said with words.  They can be used as a tool for us to invite newcomers 

and visitors to our community.  They are also a fun way to keep track of our history; to look 

back in time and experience or relive the past.  To make this happen, we need 

photographers! 

If you are interested in volunteering as the church photographer for events, please contact 

someone in the Membership Relations committee.  Alternatively, if you don’t want to 

commit to anything, and are able to take any church-related photographs, please forward 

them to the archives (archives@woodroffeunited.org) so that we can build our 

memories. 

“And we know that for those who love God, that is, for those who are called according to his 

purpose, all things are working together for good.” -- Romans 8:28 International Standard 

Version (ISV) 

 

[Editor’s note:] 

Speaking of photos, it’s not just Woodroffe’s Archivist who’s looking for photos.  Each Fall, 

the United Church of Canada solicits photos for the covers of our bulletins.  Submissions 

come from members, adherents, and friends of the United Church, across the country.  They 

particularly like images depicting the life & work of the church, symbols of special occasions 

in the church year, Mission & Service projects, and Canadian nature scenes.  They especially 

need scenes from provinces other than Ontario, and they need to be “portrait” mode rather 

than “landscape” since most of the images are used on the Sunday bulletins.  The deadline 

for submitting photos for the 2018 bulletin series is October 30, 2016.  Digital images can 

be submitted online, or mailed on a CD or USB key.  For more details and instructions, go to: 

http://www.united-church.ca/sites/default/files/resources/call-for-2018-bulletin-

photos.pdf 

You may recall the following bulletin covers which 

were submitted by Woodroffe members.  There is 

one more bulletin cover coming this Advent, 

submitted by Laura Hodson, and it features the 

interior of our own sanctuary at Woodroffe. 

Watch for it!  And dig out some of your best photos, 

and they could be featured on bulletins in churches across the country in 2018. 

http://www.united-church.ca/sites/default/files/resources/call-for-2018-bulletin-photos.pdf
http://www.united-church.ca/sites/default/files/resources/call-for-2018-bulletin-photos.pdf
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WUC “90’s Club” – New Members Always Welcome! 

   Submitted by Erin Bruce and Carol Cochrane, Membership Relations 

Have you reached your 90th birthday milestone and are proud to admit to it?  Then please 

let Erin Bruce, Carol Cochrane or Rev. Peate know that you’d like to join WUC’s 90’s Club.  

There’s no team shirts and no monthly meetings, but Club members get to enjoy 

unrestricted bragging rights! 

We would love to take your picture and add it to the gallery up in the Narthex of other 

members of our congregation who are in the Club.  So let us know that you’d like to join, 

and we’ll be happy to add your name to the growing roster of members. 

Erin Bruce / Carol Cochrane 

Co-Chairs, Membership Relations Committee 

 

Passages                Submitted by Don Mutch 

Since the last issue of the Uniter there have been six deaths at Woodroffe: 

Beth Oldfield – February 13th 

 

Lloyd Rintoul – February 17th 

 

Beverley Lawrence – March 25th 

 

Molly (Mary) Kilgour – March 28th 

 

Ivey Johnston – April 19th 
 

Matthew Neilson – June 12th 
 

Four new members were received: 

Margaret Dempsey 
 

Utha Heimann 
 

Judi Illingworth 
 

Angie McGuire 
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Woodroffe United Activities – September to December 2016

11SEP Worship – 10 am 
Church School Registration 
Welcome Back Luncheon 

18SEP Worship – 10 am 
25SEP Worship – Creation, Covenanting with Volunteers – 10 am 
02OCT New Members Breakfast – 8:45 am 

Worship – Receive New Members – 10 am 
09OCT Worship – Thanksgiving – 10 am 
10OCT Church Office closed 
16OCT Worship – 10 am 

Bazaar Sorting Sunday 
17-21OCT Bazaar Preparations 
22OCT Bazaar – 9 am – 1 pm 
23OCT Worship – 10 am 
30OCT Worship – 10 am 

Fall Congregational Lunch – 11:15 am 
06NOV Worship – Remembrance Day – 10 am 
11NOV Church Office closed 
13NOV Worship – 10 am 
20NOV Worship – 10 am 

Babies & Friends Lunch 
25NOV Advent Reflections – 7-9 am 
27NOV Worship – Advent I – Communion – 10 am 

Welcoming Advent – 11 am 
02DEC Advent Reflections – 7-9 am 
03DEC Christmas Dinner & Concert – Choirs and Strings of St. John 
04DEC Worship – Advent II – White Gift Sunday – 10 am 

Kindle a Flame Service and Reception – 7 pm 
06DEC UCW Potluck – 5:30 pm  

Candle Lighting Service – 7 pm 
09DEC Advent Reflections – 7-9 am 
10DEC Shortbread Packaging 
11DEC Worship – Advent III – Lessons and Carols – 10 am 
16DEC Advent Reflections – 7-9 am 
18DEC Worship – Advent IV – Christmas Pageant – 10 am 
24DEC Family Christmas Service – 7 pm 

Christmas Eve Service – 11 pm 
25DEC Worship – Christmas – 10 am 
26,27DEC Church Office closed 
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Editor’s Endnote 

It’s that time of year again – no, not back-to-school, I’m talking about the annual WUC 

Bazaar.  For longer than I can remember (this will be my 20th bazaar), the 2nd Saturday after 

Thanksgiving has meant hordes of people descending upon the church, with every square 

inch of the church used to display everything from clothes and household items, to fresh 

baked goods, books, and plants.  Of course, the delectable smell of soup and tea biscuits 

wafts gently through the Banquet Room, while Scouts run rampant through the church 

advertising that they’re in competition with the “Copper Kettle”, selling hot dogs.  The 

bazaar starts well before “the day” of course, and there are always jobs to do well after the 

crowds have left.  This is no ordinary bazaar.  People I talk to are always astonished at the 

scope of the enterprise, and the number of volunteers it takes to pull it off.  It’s a 

Community thing – that time of the year where we welcome in everyone from the 

surrounding neighbourhoods.  I look forward to seeing folks that I maybe only see at the 

bazaar, or infrequently throughout the year.  There are people who come back year after 

year to either serve as volunteers, or to shop.  We provide a valuable service to the 

community; where you can buy quality items without the brand-name prices.  It’s a meeting 

place for politicians and their constituents; most years you will find the mayor and our city 

councillors mingling with the crowds.  It’s an event that involves us all:  organizers, 

convenors, volunteers, traffic directors, food preparers, shoppers, and “cleaner-uppers”.  

Finally, many community charitable organizations benefit from our vast quantity of quality 

left-overs.  Of course, our Treasurer loves the bazaar too, as he has made clear on many an 

occasion, but it really is some of these other things which make the bazaar special.  Bazaar 

day is 4 hours of being run off your feet, lifting and moving heavy items, serving & directing 

customers, maybe doing the odd bit of bargaining, and going home thoroughly exhausted – 

but we keep coming back every year.  It’s the best feeling in the world to know that once 

again, we have “pulled it off”.  Happy Fall, Happy Thanksgiving, and Happy Bazaar! 
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