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Minister’s Message

Submitted by Rev. Kathryn Peate

Dear Friends:
Exciting things are happening at Woodroffe in the next few weeks. I’ve just returned from
Circle Square Ranch on the Family Day Weekend. At the ranch, located just outside of
Arden, ON, members of four different churches, including some Woodroffe people, joined
together for a winter retreat weekend filled with lots of outdoor fun in the snow, and indoor
activities getting to know each other.
Coming up on Tuesday, February 28th from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. is our Shrove Tuesday Pancake
Supper. Lots of pancakes and sausages for everyone.
That of course leads us into the season of Lent, a time of reflection and a period when many
choose to give up something in recognition of the sacrifice Jesus made for us. One of our
daughters has convinced our family to give up refined sugar for Lent – truly a sacrifice for
me as I have a tremendous sweet tooth. However, I have pledged to break that fast for one
day in order to enjoy Woodroffe’s Dessert and Drama afternoon on March 11th, featuring
the play Women Vote Indirect. Joan Conrod has put this drama together in honour of
Canada’s 150th birthday this year, so I encourage you to get your tickets now, because there
will be none available at the door. Remember, last year’s Downton Abbey Tea sold out.
And not to forget that our church has now taken the first steps in a revitalization project
which will help us define who we are as a community of faith and how we can best serve
both those inside the church and those outside. I encourage you to give your ideas for
revitalization to Sue Smarkala, myself, or any of the team members.
I want to close by saying that Woodroffe definitely feels like home to me now. It is my
pleasure to serve you – the congregation – and this community, and I pray we have many
fruitful and faithful years together. May God bless you and your family.
Yours in God’s service,
Kathryn
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Long Range Planning Committee

Submitted by Sue Smarkala

Revitalization Project – Project Plan
WORK PLAN – Phase 1 – Revitalization Research
Feb 5th: Congregation Revitalization Day – Launch R-Team with Congregation
Feb 28th: R-Team Mtg 1:
 Plan congregation surveys (Young Families; In Betweeners; Seniors) and internal
roundtables
 Review results of Revitalization Day and neighbourhood demographic data
Early March:

Conduct congregation surveys after worship for 2 Sundays

R-Team Mtg 2:
 Review survey results and plan Congregational Roundtables – Young Families; In
Betweeners; Seniors
March: Conduct Congregation Roundtables after worship – Young Families; In Betweeners;
Seniors
R-Team Mtg 3:
 Review outcomes to date
 Plan Growth Group process and select group leaders
Outcomes Phase 1: process defined, neighbourhood and key groups defined,
neighbourhood demographics analysed, congregation survey and roundtables conducted
and data analysed, small group process defined
WORK PLAN – Phase 2 – Growth Groups and Convergence Summit
Before Easter (April 16th):
R-Team Mtg 4: (+ Growth Group Guides) Growth Group Training
Post Easter Growth Groups/Conversations:
Mtg 1: Who is God / Who are we? Growth Group
Mtg 2: Discerning / Identifying Gifts Growth Group
Mtg 3: Holy Listening – Community Needs Growth Group
Mtg 4: Share Testimony – What would it take for the church to impact those in the
community in a powerful way Growth Group
Mtg 5: Letting Go – review new ministry ideas
R-Team Mtg 5: Plan Convergence Summit – June – Congregation
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Convergence Summit – What does Jesus want us to do and be? What new ministries
are we willing to let into WUC and be changed by them?
Select Proposal Teams

Outcomes Phase 2: Participation of large portion of congregation in discerning Woodroffe’s
neighbourhood ministries
WORK PLAN – Phase 3 – Revitalization Plan
September & October:
R-Team Mtg 6: Review Convergence Summit and Plan Proposal Team Training & Process
R-Team Mtg 7: Proposal Teams
 Proposal Teams Training & Proposal Team Check-in
 Proposal Teams Check-in – planning status (proposal teams will conduct necessary
roundtables)
 Proposal Teams Community Leaders Roundtable; Faith Community Roundtable
(optional)
R-Team Mtg 8: Plan Action Summit
November:
Congregation Action Summit – congregation approves ministry proposals and
implementation plans
R-Team Mtg 9: Final Leadership Team meeting – wrap up and start of implementation
Monthly Co-Coaching Meeting – Kathryn and Bob meet monthly
Outcomes Phase 3: Implementation plans for prioritized ministries

More on Revitalization

Submitted by Bob Richards

Bob Richards, our guide on the Revitalization project, provided this article, written by
Bradley T. Morrison (no relation to the Editor) in response to the Citizen article that
conservative evangelic churches were growing more, suggesting that their theology was
more popular.
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Why the Liberal Weeping and Gnashing of Teeth? By Bradley T. Morrison,
December 10, 2016
A recent study on declining membership in mainline churches has clergy in liberal
congregations asking questions about evangelism. The research on growing congregations
points to a connection between conservative theology and evangelical recruitment habits.
Evangelism is a dirty word in most mainline congregations – Anglican, Lutheran,
Presbyterian, and United Churches – despite our roots in evangelical movements.
Recruitment is soon to become the new dirty word.
Whether you call it evangelism, recruitment, or proselytizing, mainline liberal Christians
understand that inviting someone to Sunday worship or a church event breaks a rule of civil
society. We don’t leverage our public relationships for religious ends. Liberal Christians
skirt this incivility by focusing on political and social justice ends.
Recruiting is a behaviour or habit missing in most liberal congregations but nurtured in
conservative evangelical churches, where it is a byproduct of bringing people to Christ. For
liberals, however, our (good) emphasis on social justice and transformation does not
usually include this congregational recruiting byproduct.
It can be challenging for older mainliners to recruit because most everyone they know
already belongs to a church (that they do or do not attend). Consequently, the art of
evangelism in liberal congregations has not been modeled or transmitted to subsequent
generations.
In a previous article, I asked how mainline churches can evangelize without sacrificing our
values and social participation. Evangelism is an issue that liberal Christians need to
confront. If we hope to halt the membership decline in our congregations, we will need to
learn how to recruit new members.
We cannot learn the art of liberal evangelism if our congregational culture does not nurture
evangelical motivation. The motivation must spring from the heart of our social justice
passion.
If we invite more people into our congregations, our motivation cannot be merely the
wellbeing of our congregation – not even the wellbeing of our mission – but the wellbeing of
the person invited.
Who are the people being recruited, and how does recruitment add to their wellbeing?
From where do we recruit? Family, friends, neighbours? The people they know from
community partnerships?
Recruitment is not so much about where as when.
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Just as diakonia (outreach/social justice) ministry asks “When were you hungry and we fed
you?”, kerygma (evangelism/proclamation) ministry asks, “When were you the good news
to the hungry, thirsty, stranger, sick, imprisoned and we supported you?”
If we take the time to understand someone’s already mission (how they are already being
good news to the hungry, thirsty . . .), then we can, with authenticity, invite that person and
their already mission challenge into our congregation’s support.
This “recruitment” finds several sources of motivation. We care for the person who is
feeding the hungry. We care for the hungry whom they are feeding. Taken together, we
care for their already mission. We know from experience that our congregation supports
our already mission, so we care enough to share access to this support.
Fundamentally, we care for the good news. We care that we recognize Christ in the good
news of other people’s already mission. We take care as stewards of the Gospel of Jesus
Christ.
The where described in Matthew 25 is a byproduct of our response to the when. When we
miss the kairos moments to be the good news to people struggling to be the good news for
others, we are not with God. “Depart from me.” Like the servant in preceding parable of the
talents, we find ourselves in the outer darkness, where there is weeping and gnashing of
teeth.
The research article featured recently in Maclean’s (and now The Guardian and Toronto
Star) describes the weeping and gnashing of mainline liberal congregations.
Despite the claims that conservative evangelical theology is the only path to congregational
salvation, I am convinced that liberal mainline congregations can be evangelical.
We first need to get over the dirty word and learn how and when to do it.
Bradley Morrison, D.Min. is assistant professor of practical theology at Huron University
College in London and ordained minister serving Grace United Church in Sarnia, ON.
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Financial Results for 2016

Submitted by Joe Smarkala, Treasurer

These results were covered during the recent Congregational Meeting held on Sunday,
February 26th. Here is a brief overview.
First, operationally, we had a balanced year. Our operational expenses (salaries, building
expenses, office expenses, committee expenses) for 2016 totalled $342,967. Our
operational income (congregation givings, use of building income, fundraising) for 2016
totalled $343,704 thus giving us a small surplus of $737 for 2016. In 2015, we had a
surplus of $20,294. The major reason for the difference was salary expenses, as we had a
full time minister for the entire year in 2016, while in 2015 we had a full time minister for
half a year, and a three quarter time minister for half a year. We were expecting this result
for 2016. However you can see how important your continued financial support is to our
church. The congregational givings were roughly the same in 2016 as 2015 even though
our numbers declined. So thank you again. Also you can see how important both our
revenues from rental income and from fundraising (Bazaar) are. If we didn’t have the
bazaar which brought in over $26,000, or the Russian Daycare which brought in over
$60,000, we would be in financial difficulties.
With regard to our financial situation going forward into 2017, we are in pretty good shape
due to bequests we received in 2016. Our financial reserve at the end of 2015 was around
$106,000. We fortunately received bequests totalling $132,000 in 2016. This increased our
reserve at the end of 2016 to $207,000. So financially we have a nice reserve to handle any
unexpected repairs to the church. Your treasurer is sleeping better these days. But this
doesn’t mean we can relax. Our expenses of over $340,000 each year require our continued
financial support for Woodroffe.
In 2016 you continued your excellent financial support for our Mission and Service Fund,
contributing over $33,000, and to our Outreach and Food Bank Funds, contributing over
$49,000 ($18,000 came from the bequests mentioned earlier). Your committee chairs for
these two funds thank you for your continued support.
As you probably are aware, your Council are very concerned about our decreasing and
ageing congregation. This obviously has a direct connection to our finances. A new
committee called the Revitalization Committee is currently gathering your input into how
we can address this serious problem. I urge you to provide your input and ideas to this
committee. Our survival rests in your hands.
Once again, thank you for your continued financial support.
Joe Smarkala, Treasurer
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Youth

Submitted by Kim Stewart

The youth from Woodroffe and Britannia United Churches had a lot of fun on Friday,
November 25th making bracelets for the United Church’s relief effort for the victims of
Hurricane Matthew.
We met at Britannia United Church this time, and Britannia provided the supplies and
snacks.
Madelyne Borys, Lexie Stewart, and Lexie’s friend, Melissa, attended from Woodroffe, and
there were 6 youth from Britannia. The kids all did a FANTASTIC job making really cute
bracelets that were for sale at our church at coffee hour on December 4th.
Between both churches, the youth raised an impressive total of $271.00 for the United
Church’s relief efforts for the victims of Hurricane Matthew.

Another youth group activity took place on January 27, 2017. Things went really well at the
latest combined Woodroffe and Britannia United Churches’ Youth Group activity of baking
for our first responders.
We had 8 youth (4 from Woodroffe and 4 from Britannia), and we made oatmeal cookies,
banana/chocolate muffins, and brownies.
Everything got boxed up in colourful containers, with labels saying who they were from,
and half were delivered Friday night to the firefighters at the station in Britannia. The
firefighters were very appreciative and showed us around the station. The two newest
members of the team even showed us how they slide down the fire poles. The youth got to
sit in the trucks and climb on the back.
Saturday morning, we delivered the second half of the goodies to the Ottawa Police
Huntmar Station in Kanata which is the closest one to us that’s open to the public. We got
feedback that our youth group was just “outstanding”.
I think the kids really enjoyed this activity, and it’s so important that they experience what
it’s like to give back to their community.
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More photos on the church website.

Syrian Family News

Submitted by Gerry Maffre

A life-altering year for the Alwafaie family
On January 15th, the Congregation happily welcomed Rehab, Tamer, and Baraa to the
worship service so that Rehab could deliver a heart-felt message of thanks to Woodroffe for
the support and friendship that has so helped them deal with a life-altering year in Canada.
Following the service, there was a reception with them and some special guests, to mark
this important milestone. They were gifted with a unique 2017 calendar featuring photos
of their first year, and the sign – now framed, which greeted them when they arrived at the
Ottawa Airport – “Welcome Alwafaie Family”.
Rehab’s message – which earned the family a standing ovation, is reprinted here along with
some photos from the social event.
Remarks by Rehab Alarnaout
Accompanied by Tamer Alwafaie and Baraa Alwafaie
Woodroffe United Church
January 15, 2016
Hello everyone.
I am very happy to meet you at the beginning of the New Year 2017. I want to talk to you
today about our last year when our lives changed forever.
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In 2013, we left Syria – our country, because of the terrible war there. A year later we made
an application to the U.N. to travel to Canada. When our request was accepted, I can’t
describe my feelings of joy and fear.
Joy because we were going to Canada, a place where so many people dream about living.
But I was also afraid of a new life in a new country which is very different from what we had
known.
When our plane landed, a voice from the speakers said, “You are in Ottawa.”
But we didn’t know how to get around in the airport and we didn’t know anyone. We
followed many people down the escalator. Then I saw the sign that said “Welcome Alwafaie
Family” in Arabic. I went running down the moving stairs to the group of people holding
the sign. Tamer and Baraa were also running to them.
The first person I talked to was Judy and I will never forget her because she asked “Do you
have family in Canada?” I told her I didn’t know anyone here. She told me, “We are your
family here.” Then I felt safe.
My family and I are very grateful to the committee and to this church for helping us so much
for our first year in Canada. You are such great people. You were always showing us love
and respect. You found us a beautiful apartment with wonderful views and you furnished
it. You helped us with school, with getting our health cards, with banking and so many
other important things. You have been with us every step of the way.
Some of you took us to visit museums and the Tulip Festival and other summer festivals.
We had a lovely picnic with all of the committee and the translators. When our son was in
the hospital you didn’t leave us alone at that terrible time. You were like my family.
The year of sponsorship is now over but we will never forget you and we are happy to
continue as friends. I promise the committee in front of everyone that I will be loyal to you
for ever. I pray for Canada to always be safe.
I will finish with a few words from a poem by my husband, Tamer.
I landed with a broken heart, worried and afraid.
You restored my confidence in the human race.
You restored my hope in a better future
and brighter tomorrow.
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At the January 2017 meeting of the Sponsorship Committee, Wes Dearham opened with the
following prayer:
God of Justice and Mercy, we come together tonight to celebrate and to reflect, to give
thanks, and to ask yet again for your blessings and care.
We celebrate the accomplishments of Tamer, and Rehab, and Baraa as they settle into their
new Canadian home. Overcoming so many challenges, they have learned a new language,
new customs, found their way around the community, and found new opportunities. They
have found ways to appreciate the invigorating Ottawa winters, and to love the golden
beauty of our fall. We thank you for guiding us, and them. We, too, have learned so much
from this experience and fellowship.
The family has built new and strong friendships, with us at Woodroffe, and also with a
vibrant community of people from the Middle East. We thank you for this gift of friendship.
We thank you because it has strengthened us as well as them. And we, too, have grown in
friendship and love, your greatest gift of all.
When Baraa became so gravely ill, you led them through that adversity. And once again you
bestowed strength on us, and on them. We give thanks for the skill and kindness of the
medical team who restored Baraa’s health. We give thanks for family and friends, from
near and far, who rallied around them. But above all, we give thanks for your healing
power. May it continue as we watch Baraa grow and thrive, and as the family continues to
cope with various health challenges.
And dear God, how could we forget the tragedy that brought them to a strange land in the
first place? How could we forget that war continues to rage in the once-peaceful and
beautiful country of Syria? How could we forget that their own family is threatened every
day by the cruelty of this conflict? That Rehab continues to grieve the loss of a missing
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brother? We ask you to be with the whole family in their suffering. And we pray for lasting
peace.
And finally, God, we ask for your guidance as we seek a satisfying way to bring our formal
term of support to a conclusion and yet, at the same time, to continue to strengthen our
bond of friendship and moral support for this wonderful family. Bless them and bless us,
one and all.
We ask these things in your name.

Women Vote Indirect – Dessert & Drama at Woodroffe United Church
2017, the year of Canada’s 150th birthday, is here, and Woodroffe United Church, always in
the forefront of events, is beginning its celebrations on March 11th.
WOMEN VOTE INDIRECT, a series of vignettes of how the women in the lives of the Fathers
of Confederation influenced the uniting of the provinces into one country, is playing in the
Banquet Hall in the afternoon of March 11th, with sittings at 1:00 and 3:15 p.m.
This opportunity to see Woodroffe United Church members as thespians, should not be
missed. Which member of the cast has arranged to have mutton chop whiskers? Who plays
the giggly nineteen-year-old who married the Premier of NB who was almost fifty at the
time? Which of these wonderful women demanded that she be allowed to ride on the
cowcatcher of the Trans Canada train? (Sadly, our stage is too small to show that historic
event.)
All of this and delicious dessert and tea as well, for only fifteen dollars. Tickets are going
fast. Get yours now.

Little Known Bible Interpretation

Submitted by Joe Holmes

William Shakespeare?
It is believed that William Shakespeare worked on the translation of the King James Bible
and left his mark in Psalm 46. The 46th word from the beginning of the Psalm 46 is “shake”,
and the 46th word from the end (omitting the liturgical mark “Selah”), is “spear”.
Shakespeare was in King James’ service during the preparation of the King James Bible, and
was generally considered to be 46 years old in 1611 when the translation was completed.
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Holy Land Adventure to Israel and Egypt

Submitted by Joe Holmes

My brother Russell and I had an excellent two week trip to Israel and Egypt in November
2016. We traveled with Christian Journeys, led by Living Truth Evangelist Charles Price and
his wife Hillary. The trip brought back memories of a two day visit to the Holy Land I made
in March 1972 when I was 15, as part of a two week Mediterranean cruise.

Legend: Arrived in Tel Aviv, left from Cairo; blue line by
tour bus; dashed black line by air; red dots are overnight
stops.
Israel
Starting in Jerusalem, we visited the Old City, Via Dolorosa,
Wailing Wall, Church of the Holy Sepulchre and Yad
Vashem. I also met with a high school friend, Rabbi
Reuven Tradburks, now living in Jerusalem. In Bethlehem,
Palestinian Authority, we saw the Church of the Nativity
and Bethlehem Bible College (on my 60th birthday).
Along the Judean Desert, our tour stopped at Kumeran, Ein Gedi, Masada, and for a swim in
the Dead Sea. From Tiberias, we visited Ma’agan on the Sea of Galilee for a Retreat. During
our break, I walked along the shore to the Jordan River and Yardenit Baptismal Site. Russell
and I took a private tour to Haifa and saw the Naval Museum, Mount Carmel Monastery, and
Bahá’í Gardens. In Akko, we explored the Crusader Fortress and Arab market.

Clockwise from top-left: Old City,
Jerusalem; Jesus’ birthplace in
Church of the Nativity, Bethlehem;
Bahá’í Gardens on Mount Carmel;
Masada.
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Later, our tour went north to Tel Dan, Caesarea Philippi, Capernaum, Mount of the
Beatitudes, and Sea of Galilee cruise. Toward Tel Aviv, we visited Nazareth, Megiddo, and
Caesarea. The next day, we drove through the Negev desert to Eilat, crossing the border
into Egypt.
Egypt
The Egyptian leg proceeded to Mount Sinai where some, including Russell, climbed 2300 m
at night on camels and by foot, to see the sunrise. After returning, we drove to Sharm El
Sheikh for shopping and a Red Sea swim.
We flew to Cairo, staying near Giza, and saw the pyramids, Sphinx, Memphis, and Saqqara.
Then through the Coptic Christian (trash-sorting) neighbourhood Zabbaleen, to see two
churches carved into a quarry. After a Nile cruise, we saw the Egyptian Museum with King
Tut Treasures and mummy of Ramesses II of the Exodus. Our trip concluded the next day
with a flight home.

Clockwise from top-left: Ramon
Crater, Negev, Israel; Joe and The
Sphinx, Giza; Nile cruise,
downtown Cairo; Egyptian
Museum, Cairo.

Conclusion
Overall, the trip was well organized. The food and weather were good. People in each
country really wanted tourists, so locals, officials, and vendors were all welcoming. There
were many interesting vendors at each site hawking gifts and souvenirs with negotiated
prices. Both countries were peaceful and there were no safety concerns. I was also able to
collect mud (diatom) samples, plus a few shells and rocks for the Canadian Museum of
Nature where I volunteer.
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Christmas Shortbreads to Muriel Jones, 2016 Submitted by George Neville
While the annual WUC provision of decorative plates of shortbreads were fresh from issue
on Sunday, December 11th, I decided it best to take Muriel Jones’ issue to her that very
afternoon at the Perley-Rideau Veterans Centre on Russell Road. Muriel celebrated her
100th birthday this past August, and her healthy, radiant appearance belies her age.
Unfortunately, although she obviously recognized and welcomed me with a squeeze and
kiss to the hand, it was impossible to conduct a conversation with her because she either
did not understand or could not respond meaningfully. The advance of dementia is sad to
see.
Muriel’s association with Woodroffe United Church goes back to its beginnings with its first
building, now known as Scout Hall, in which she played the small electric organ. She was
raised in Onion Cove, NL, and for years she worked as a nurse in Ottawa waking before 7:00
a.m. to catch a bus for work. Many years ago she planted some 8-10 white pine saplings
along the east embankment of her former property at the north-east corner of Iroquois Rd.
and Lenester Ave. (west end) and drove fertilizer spikes among them for a time in later
years. Now, these robust pines, 50-60 feet tall, form a fine flank.

Organ-Saxophone Combo, a Stunning Beauty Submitted by George Neville
For the 50 some attendees of the 2nd seasonal program of PRO ORGANO OTTAWA held in
Centretown United Church on Friday evening, November 4th, it was a rare treat indeed to
hear a program given over entirely to organ/saxophone duets, save for two solo, organ
transitional interludes.
The organist, Lottie Enns-Braun, is the Director of Music and Organist at Young United
Church in Winnipeg, university organist for the University of Manitoba, and an active
member of the Royal Canadian College of Organists (RCCO). The saxophonist is Allen
Harrington, Associate Professor at the University of Manitoba’s Desautels Faculty of Music,
where he teaches saxophone, bassoon, and chamber music. The two began performing
together in 2005, and since then, they have given many recitals and have been featured on
Winnipeg’s Westminster Organ Series and at the 2015 RCCO National Convention.
From the opening Andante (Presto) of J.S. Bach’s Sonata for Flute (BWV 1023) in four parts,
I was immediately struck by the rich soniferous blending and unique complementarity of
the alto saxophone with organ (a quite unexpected sensation since I had never heard such a
combination in spite of many years attendance at PRO ORGANO concerts). The beauty and
diversity of this combination was then continued in the longer remaining first half of the
program devoted to works by Canadians built through Vanishing Point (Parts I, II, & III) by
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Leonard Enns (present in the balcony for the event). Ruth Watson Henderson’s Chromatic
Partita was used to segue from the 1st to the 2nd movement of Vanishing Point. Rachel
Laurin’s gentle and introspective Prelude was used as a transitional link between the 2nd
and 3rd movements of Vanishing Point. Organist Lottie cherishes this uncharacteristically
brief work by Laurin (Ottawa organist and composer) “when she needs to be at peace and
simply be.”
The second half of the program was organ/saxophone duets throughout: Ton Verhiel’s
Partita Breve, Guy de Lioncourt’s Clémens Rector, and Michael McGlynn’s Visions, before the
concluding work by Denis Bédard, Sonata I for Saxophone and Organ, in 3 parts: Invention,
Barcarolle, and Humoresque. Before commencing this signature piece (it was the catalyst
composition for the formation of the Lottie/Allen duo more than 10 years ago), Allen took
time to replace his reed with a harder one and try it out in order to be able to embrace the
higher notes of the score. It was a robust classical delight “with hints of Baroque music,
accessibility, and jazz,” as noted in the program notes by Lottie Enns-Braun. The soloists
responded to enthusiastic applause by playing a Norwegian hymn characteristic of older
Nordic tradition ending with a sustained fortissimo note bar.
Upon reflection, the saxophone really merits use to complement the organ, since, as a brassreed instrument, the saxophone extends the brass and reed (woodwind) stops of the organ.
By George Neville (non-musicologist organ lover). Reprinted from December 2016 issue of
Pipelines, Vol. 34, No. 4, p. 6, the Pro Organo Ottawa newsletter.
Next Pro Organo Ottawa Concert: Jonathan Oldengarm of Montréal, Friday, February 24th at
7:30 p.m. at Basilique-cathédrale Notre-Dame (Sussex/St. Patrick) with works by Sir Ernest
MacMillan, Healey Willan, Violet Archer, André Prévost, Barrie Cabena, and Rachel Laurin
for A Celebration of Canada’s 150th Birthday.

WUC Library

Submitted by Don Mutch, Church Librarian

Our library is readily accessible in the church narthex on your way into the sanctuary. It’s
really hard to miss. Books on Christianity, Bible study, United Church of Canada, family life,
and more, are waiting for you to borrow them. Why not take a few minutes to browse, and
find one or two to read today.
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Passages

Submitted by Don Mutch

Since the last issue of The Uniter, there have been five deaths at Woodroffe:
Garnet Moore – December 17th
Homer Crawford – January 10th
Elizabeth Stead – January 13th
Gwen Woods – February 1st
Jessie Paterson – February 6th

There have been no new members.

Woodroffe United Activities – February to September 2017
FEB 26 Worship, Scout-Guide Service, Annual Congregational Meeting
FEB 28 Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper
MAR 5 Worship, Anniversary Sunday, Communion, Lent I
MAR 11 Dessert and Drama
MAR 12 Worship, Remembering Sunday, Lent II
MAR 16 Old Forge/St. Patrick’s Day Potluck
MAR 19 Worship, Lent III
MAR 26 Worship, Lent IV
APR 2

Worship, Lent V

APR 9

Worship, Palm Sunday

APR 13 Maundy Thursday Dinner and Service
APR 14 Good Friday Service, church office closed
APR 16 Easter Sunrise Service, 6:14 a.m.
Worship, Easter, Communion
APR 17 Easter Monday
APR 22 Johann Sebastian Bach Marathon, 1:30 p.m.
APR 23 Worship
HST Auction
APR 30 Worship
Spring Congregational Lunch
MAY 7 Worship
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MAY 14 Worship, Christian Family Sunday
MAY 21 Worship
MAY 22 Victoria Day, church closed
MAY 28 Worship
JUN 3

Books, Baking, and Blooms

JUN 4

Worship, Pentecost, Communion, Congregational Picnic

JUN 6

UCW Potluck

JUN 11 Worship
JUN 18 Worship, Father’s Day
JUN 25 Worship
JUL 1 Canada Day, church closed
JUL 2

Worship

JUL 3

Church closed for Canada Day

JUL 9

Worship

JUL 16 Worship
JUL 23 Worship
JUL 30 Worship
AUG 6 Worship
AUG 7

Civic holiday, church closed

AUG 13 Worship
AUG 20 Worship
AUG 27 Worship
SEP 3 Worship
SEP 4

Labour Day, church closed

SEP 10 Worship, Welcome Back Lunch
SEP 16 Fish Fry – Men’s Dinner
SEP 17 Worship
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Editor’s Endnote
You’ve just read stories about the life and work of this church. Stories about our finances,
our revitalization efforts, about youth activities, and our involvement in our community,
about a memorable trip to the Holy Land, concerts, and other activities planned in the
upcoming months, and about the privileges we’ve had of offering service in 2016. As we
embark on a challenging endeavour of discerning our future in this community, what new
connection points do you see? What opportunities for service might we consider? To be
certain, we already have a large number of connection points with the community around
Woodroffe. As evidence of that, I’d highly recommend you read (cover to cover) the current
Annual Report which will be presented Sunday, February 26th. Even long-time members
may be surprised at some of the great work that is going on. And you never know when one
sentence or paragraph may strike an idea. Two words stuck with me as I was compiling
this edition: tradition & opportunity. Tradition is one of those words which can be good or
bad. Many traditions are meaningful and hallowed, and important to continue. On the
other hand, all traditions have a beginning, and perhaps there are new things we are being
called to. For me, one such opportunity occurred this past weekend at Circle Square Ranch
where 36 people (about half of them children/youth) gathered to share a weekend of
tobogganing, horseback riding, hiking, playing games, enjoying nature, worshipping, and of
course, eating! There was even a bit of silliness that went on. The ranch has bunkhouses
with names straight out of the old west: Hitching Post, Pony Express Stop, Courthouse, First
Frontier Bank, Wells Fargo, and Jail. You’ll see more of this in the Fall as we assemble some
music video footage to showcase this fabulous event.
So, at this time of the year, as we gather for our Annual Meeting, as we look back at our
achievements and accomplishments from 2016, and at the same time, look ahead to 2017
and beyond, there are valued traditions which many people in our community have counted
on Woodroffe to provide, there are new traditions to begin, and there are opportunities and
new connections to be made. With anything “new”, there is apprehension, but also
excitement in the possibilities. Here’s to our continuing journey in faith!
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