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Minister’s Message

Submitted by Rev. Kathryn Peate

Greetings Friends and Happy New Year! Well, it may not be New Year’s on the calendar, but
according to the workings of the church, September tends to feel like a new year. After the
summer vacations and breaks from committee work for most, the programming of the church
gets ramped up again this month. And lots has, and is, happening.
If you came through the east entrance of the church, you will hopefully have noticed the new
doors that Admin and Finance have had installed. On the front of the building, the doors have
been painted and fitted with new hardware. I love the colour chosen – it speaks of warmth and
welcome, exactly the message a church should be exuding. Of course, it’s up to us, the
congregation, to make each person coming through the doors, feel at home.
As well, our choir is back leading worship on a regular basis. There are always a faithful few
who lead from the front during the summer months, but the numbers will grow as we head
into fall. And this year, the choir is offering an opportunity to join in practices on Thursday
evenings throughout the fall so that people, who want to sing but can’t make a long term
commitment, have the chance to join in the Christmas concerts presented in December.
In our new church year, committees are already meeting to plan activities to help us to worship
together, eat together, have fun together and reach out together as a church family. The
Revitalization Team has continued working throughout the summer to gather community
information, collate ideas, and bring materials to you, the congregation, for your future
consideration.
I love serving Woodroffe United. I truly feel a part of this exciting and outward looking
congregation. I pray that we continue to look to God’s guidance for our future. I encourage you
to keep your mind open to fresh ideas. And I ask that you cultivate spiritual practices in your
life that will draw you into a relationship with the Holy, so that we can live in God’s light, being
the hands and feet of Jesus in this world.
Blessings to all,
Kathryn
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Revitalization Project Update

Submitted by Sue Smarkala

An all congregation letter went out September 1st to provide detailed information about project
status. Here is a synopsis of that letter.
The process EDGE recommends, asks us to intimately understand why we want to be a church
together – so that we can attract like-minded people. Please mark your calendars and
participate in the upcoming workshops. All Saturday workshops are from 9:30 a.m. to noon.
Coffee and muffins provided.
Please save these dates:










Sunday, September 24, 2017: Review of Spiritual Practices. We plan to set up
“spirituality practice” stations around the sanctuary during the service providing
information. R-Team members will be available at the stations to answer any questions
on each spiritual practice. We encourage everyone to try one or more of these practices
over the next month.
Saturday, October 14, 2017: “Why do we exist as a church?” “What is God calling this
church to be and to do?” Facilitated small groups will work together to develop a
scripture-based vision for WUC, to answer this question, and be clear on what our
calling is.
Saturday, November 4, 2017: “What is the unique WUC experience?” Facilitated small
groups will be asked to reflect on their personal passions experienced at Woodroffe
United Church as recorded at the Town Hall and Round Table meetings last winter. We
will then build a congregational statement that reflects the unique church experience
we have at Woodroffe. This statement will guide our decisions on our core
ministries/missions.
Saturday, November 18, 2017: Community Needs Review. This workshop will present
the needs the R-Team has heard, from our community service neighbours, and will seek
your feedback on potential opportunities for working with them, that connect to our
core ministries/missions.
Saturday, January 13, 2018: Convergence Summit. During this final Revitalization
Project workshop, we, as a congregation, will choose a direction for WUC to take in the
coming years. The workshop is a review of all materials collected by the Revitalization
Project. Together, the congregation will choose what ideas we want to pursue. More
information will be provided as this date approaches.

As we move toward important decisions, we strongly encourage everyone to be part of this
journey. It is interesting to note a comment from the 1990 WUC Annual Report: “All in all, a
rather normal year at Woodroffe, where renewal has always been a way of life!”
Navigate to http://woodroffeunited.org/revitalization to see the entire letter.
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Our Denomination is Evolving

Submitted by Trish Hassard

This is to let you know what happened with the voting on the first four remits that came out of
the 42nd General Council of the United Church of Canada. You may recall that the national
Church proposed some significant changes in how the Church is governed, and that these
proposals required approval by Presbyteries and Councils of individual congregations. These
remits were all passed. The 43rd General Council will be asked to enact the changes when it
meets in July, 2018.
Remit 1 means that the Church will move from four levels of governance to three. Presbyteries
and Conferences are to be replaced by Regional Councils. The number and boundaries of the
Regional Councils remain to be determined by a Boundaries Commission. It is anticipated that
the new Regional Councils will be up and running by January 1, 2019.
Remit 2 will eliminate the process of transfer and settlement for members of the order of
ministry. The policy has rarely been used, and is optional for those being ordained or
commissioned.
Remit 3 will create an Office of Vocation with a mandate to ensure that the Church continues to
be served by trained, competent, and responsible Ministers with accountability to an elected
Board of Vocation.
Remit 4 will establish a single assessment formula to fund the General Council and regional
levels of the Church, that will be more equitable and transparent across the denomination.
The changes are extensive so the transition will be undoubtedly be a major endeavour,
requiring a great deal of support and persistence.

Welcoming Newcomers
Fall is often a time of new beginnings for families and individuals who have maybe just moved
into our area, or are church-shopping. Just a reminder to all of us to be on the lookout for new
people in our midst, and to welcome them, help them navigate around the church, and make
them feel comfortable at coffee hour.

Missed Sermons
Have you missed a few Sundays over the summer? You can catch up by reading Rev. Kathryn’s
sermons at http://woodroffeunited.org/worship/read-kathryn
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Financial Report as of August, 2017

Submitted by Joe Smarkala, Treasurer

August 2017

Aug 2017 Budget

August 2016

Income
- Envelope Givings
- Fundraising
- Use of Building
- Other
Total Income

$114,607
10,872
74,165
5,321
$204,965

$125,536
10,000
75,200
3,464
$214,200

$114,745
7,339
69,051
4,856
$195,991

Expenses
- Personnel
- Building
- Other
Total Expenses

$159,404
54,859
24,859
$245,285

$155,556
42,384
33,000
$242,735

$145,828
35,476
27,639
$212,018

Operational Deficit

$40,320

$14,535

$16,027

You can see that at the end of August, 2017 we had an Operational Deficit of $40,320 which is
$24,000 more than the deficit in August 2016 ($16,027). By the end of 2016, we had a small
Operational surplus of around $3,000 which means that the Bazaar and Christmas season’s
givings normally reduce our deficit by about $20,000. So, the projected deficit for the end of
2017 should be around $20,000 which is what was presented during our 2017 Budget at our
2017 Congregational meeting in February. So this deficit is not unexpected.
You can see that Total Income at the end of August is about $9,000 more than last year. Givings
are about the same as last year and there are increases in Fundraising and Use of Building
income. The Treasurer thanks you for your continued financial support of our church.
Total Expenses for August 2017 are $33,000 more than August 2016. Personnel expenses are
up by $14,000 due to Salary increases and increased cost for support staff (cleaning, minister
supply). Building expenses have increased by $19,000 due to increased costs for our furnace,
snowplowing, parking lot paving, electricity, and fuel.
Your contributions to the Mission & Service fund ($20,453) and to the Outreach Fund
($18,341) were similar to your givings in 2016. Our Building Renewal Fund deficit of $13,796
is about $2,000 higher than in 2016.
In terms of our Cash situation, at the end of August 2017, we have a reserve of $162,254. In
August 2016 our reserve was $74,003. In November of 2016, the Church received a bequest of
$100,000. So overall, our financial health is fairly good.
Thank you again for all your continued support.
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WUC Bazaar 2017

Submitted by Doug McKee

Key Dates:
Area Conveners Meeting
Empty Bazaar Loft Saturday
Sorting Sunday
Volunteer pre-shopping
Bazaar

Sunday, September 17th 11 am after
church in Friendship Room
Saturday, October 14th 9 am – 2 pm
Sunday, October 15th 11 am after
church service
Friday, October 20th 7-8 pm
Saturday, October 21st 9 am – 1 pm

Donations of items for Sale:





We are now accepting donations of items for sale
Please (if possible) hold onto larger items (such as furniture) until 2 weeks before
the bazaar. Storage space is limited
A list of the items we are not accepting will be posted on church external doors, bulletin
boards, and on the Bazaar table in the Narthex
The preferred donation drop spot is at the side (north) door – on the bench just inside
the door or on the bench at the top of the stairs by Scout Hall

Volunteers Needed – lots !!!!




Volunteer Signup sheet is located on the Bazaar table in the Narthex
Contact the Church Office at 613-722-9250
Great way for High School students to get their volunteer hours

Get the word out !!!!



Check with family / friends / neighbours and let them know
Flyers suitable for posting are available on the Bazaar table in the Narthex or in the
Church Office

For Additional Information / Questions, contact:



One of the Bazaar Conveners:
Doug McKee (mckee.bd@bell.net) or
Marilyn Jones (marilynjones@sympatico.ca)
The Church Office (613-722-9250)
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Reflection in “The House of the Lord”

Submitted by George Neville

My, how church etiquette has changed over the past 75 years! When I was a kid attending the
United Church with my younger sister and parents, the church sanctuary was regarded as a
“hallowed” place. Upon entering and taking one’s pew, it was the done thing to bow one’s head
in quiet prayer or reflection, and if there were to be any (and seldom at that before service)
conversation with someone or others in the adjacent pews, it was done discreetly in hushed
tones or whispers. When the organist began the Prelude, any conversation stopped and
congregants entered into attentive appreciation of the music rendered.
Compare that situation to what prevails today at WUC and elsewhere. Attendees enter the
sanctuary in loud discussion that continues in the pews. Indeed, when the church musician
begins to play a Prelude for the beginning of the service, it is interpreted as a sign by the
congregants to begin talking even louder so that a person sitting in a reflective capacity is
barely able to hear the essence of the Prelude! Fortunately, when the Prelude ends and the
Minister says, “Good morning” the congregation ceases the chatter and enters into the liturgy
of the service.
In this “post-modern” age, the church sanctuary affords one of the very few retreats for
contemplative, quiet, reflection. Let us be more mindful of the needs of others for meditation
in “The House of the Lord.”

Worth-ship

Submitted by Diokno Segundo

An important spiritual exercise is worship. Some Bible teachers are hesitant to call worship a
discipline as (so they claim) it is not something that can be generated. “Worship is the
response of a heart in love with God,” says one writer, “which is more spontaneous than
calculated, more responsive than predicted.” I take a slightly different view. Worship most
certainly is “the response of a heart in love with God,” but how does the heart become filled
with love for God? Though we do not develop love for God by self-effort, we can focus the
soul’s attention on God, His attributes, and character. The more we focus on God, the more
responsive we become to Him, and thus the more Godly. Thus we can train ourselves to be
Godly by commanding our souls to stand to attention before God, to focus on Him, and reflect
on His love, His holiness, and His glory. But what really is worship? How can it be understood,
and how different is it from prayer to praise? The word “worship” as you might know, comes
from the Saxon word “weorthscype” which later became “worthship”, now “worship.” So
worship is ascribing proper worth to God, exalting Him, and regarding Him as being deserving
of adoration and honour. Notice how in Revelation 4:11, the 24 elders laid their crowns before
the throne and cried: “You are worthy, Our Lord and God, to receive the glory and
honour and power.” The soul knows nothing of worship unless it has a deep
understanding of the Almighty’s intrinsic worth.
6

Some History About the Britannia Woods Food Pantry
Submitted by Ruth Cooper
Last winter the owner of Biagio’s, and Mohamed Sofa, the director of the Britannia Woods
Community House, hosted a fundraiser brunch to commemorate the 25 years of the Britannia
Woods Food Pantry. I was asked to tell a bit of its history and I thought that the members of
Woodroffe might be interested as well.
About 30 years ago, Woodroffe organized an outreach committee to assist the needy in the
local community. From this committee, one of the members, Mac McGregor (some of you may
remember him) and his friend Bill MacDonald from Our Lady Of Fatima Church felt that the
Britannia Woods community needed a food bank. They got permission to set it up in the
basement of a row house on Ritchie Street which was used as a Community Centre.
When I first went there to help in 1995, we had only the basics: a rickety table, make-shift
shelves, and second-hand appliances. Through the years, with the money donations from
Woodroffe’s Outreach fund, we have upgraded shelves and replaced yellow and green freezers
and second-hand refrigerators with new energy efficient ones.
At first, all the food was purchased or donated by Woodroffe, Our Lady of Fatima, and St.
Remi’s. When the Ottawa Food Bank was established, the food pantry was invited to join it,
and we now receive a food order every Monday morning, and the money from the 3 churches is
used to purchase extra food or to fill in wherever needed.
I would like to stress that for all of the 25 years, the food pantry has been run by volunteers.
The only thing other than the food we pay for, is someone to clean once a week.
Over the years, many Woodroffe members have volunteered at the food pantry. At this time,
we have 8 Woodroffe members who help out in various ways all year long.
In the early years, the clients were all on social assistance and were referred by social workers.
Now, over 50% of the clients are working poor – people who have lost their jobs, or their
businesses, single mothers or students, who after paying rent and fees, have no money left for
food. I’m sure there are some on your street or in your apartment building who fit in these
categories.
It has been my pleasure to help at Britannia Woods Food Pantry for 22 years, and I hope to
continue as long as possible.
Woodroffe’s contributions have made a difference in that community for 25 years, and the
Local Outreach committee thanks all of you for your continuing support.
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Woodroffe’s Pastoral Care Team

Submitted by John Patton, Coordinator

At Woodroffe, pastoral care occurs on a daily basis and in a variety of ways. At one end of the
continuum is what happens every Sunday (though not only then) when members of the
congregation reach out to each other in caring and supportive ways, be it a cheerful “good
morning” as we arrive, or a quiet chat in the pew before or after the service. At the other end,
is the care provided, usually by the Ministers, to those in crises, or situations of more acute
need – typically surrounding a death or serious illness. In between are those circumstances
which call for an ongoing commitment – long or short-term – by a member of the congregation
to take on responsibility for caring for another. This is where the Pastoral Care Team comes in.
Woodroffe’s team is currently composed of the Ministers and ten lay members, all of whom
have completed a ten-week (25 hour) training program to develop their listening skills and
their ability to respond pastorally and confidentially when a need arises. The team meets
monthly from September to June for mutual support, sharing, and learning and, each fall,
covenants with the congregation to care for one another.
Current team members are Judy Chaplin, Wes Dearham, Lynn Hampton, Mary Lynne Harvey,
Deb Lester, Jeanette Montgomery, John Patton, Cathy Seaborn, Gregg Smith, and Dave Watson.
If you have or are aware of a pastoral care need, or would like more information about the
work of the Pastoral Care Team, please contact John Patton (613-729-4139), Rev. Kathryn
Peate, or any member of the team. All such communication is kept strictly confidential.

Jubilee at Haughton’s Bay

Submitted by Joan Conrod and Lynne Crocker

Peter and Barbara Haughton, former members of
Woodroffe United, now live at Haughton’s Bay in
Bristol, Quebec. Near their lovely waterfront home,
they have a small but fascinating museum of
artifacts from the early lumber trade in the
Outaouais. For the June meeting, Jubilee members
made their way to this lovely spot. We began with
coffee and muffins, after which Peter took us to the
museum for a tour and talk about the various
implements, how he and Barbara obtained them,
and how they were used. A most interesting half
hour. Then we were invited to enter and explore an old lumber scow they purchased and
refitted. We could easily imagine how those in the lumber trade travelled down river with the
huge timber rafts. After this informative time, we shared our pot luck lunch on the balcony of
the Haughton home, and, after more visiting, made our way home. A delightful meeting.
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The Honeywell Family & Woodroffe United Church
[Editor’s note: This flyer was created by Erin Bruce and handed out at the Honeywell Heritage
Day and Pioneer Picnic in Woodroffe Park adjacent to WUC on September 9, 2017.]
Fun Fact: Ed Honeywell, great-great grandson of Ira Honeywell, was the treasurer for
Woodroffe United Church for its first quarter-century.
Excerpt from “The Story of Woodroffe United Church: 1948
to 1986” by John Patton.
“The story of Woodroffe United Church begins on a fall day almost
exactly two centuries ago. A young man arrived on foot on the
shores of the Ottawa River at the end of what is now Woodroffe
Avenue, less than a kilometre from the present church. The year
was 1809 and the young man’s name was Honeywell. He would
be the first European to settle in Nepean Township, only recently
named and surveyed, and the foundations of the Woodroffe
congregation would be closely tied to his land and his family. Ira
was the son of an American immigrant, Rice Honeywell, who had
settled in Prescott after the American War of Independence,
becoming one of the wealthiest men in Augusta Township. It has
generally been assumed that it
was a gift from his father who
Ed Honeywell
owned some 1100 acres in
Nepean, and wanted to establish clear title, but more recent
research in the original land records show that Ira had
purchased it himself from another Loyalist for £5.”
Fun Fact: Elkanah Honeywell, son of Rice Honeywell, son of Ira
Honeywell, established a prosperous dairy business known as
Woodroffe Dairy with his son Elkanah Jr. This was located at
what is now known as Fairlawn Plaza. Elkanah Jr. and his son
Ed (see picture above) operated the business until 1947 when
they sold it to
Producer’s Dairy.

Rice Honeywell. Photo
Source: Where Rivers Meet:
An Illustrated History of
Ottawa by Courtney C.J.
Bond, page 26

Fun Fact: On May 10,
1949, Fred and Ed
Honeywell donated 2 of
the 4 lots that Woodroffe
United Church was built on.

Woodroffe United Church, 1950
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Audrey Miller Receives Faithful Service Award

Submitted by Willie Curd

[Editor’s note: This is a condensed article from the May/June 2017 edition of Glad Tidings, a
publication of our friends at the Presbyterian Church of Canada. Willie indicated that some
Woodroffe women may remember Audrey from the time when she led CGIT in west Ottawa.]
The Presbyterian Church in Canada, the Women’s Missionary Society, and the Order of
Diaconal Ministries established the Presbyterian Woman of Faith award to recognize the
courageous and faithful work of women within our church. At the National Presbyterian
Women’s Gathering in May 2017, the Presbyterian Woman of Faith Award for Faithful Service
will be presented to Audrey Miller, Westminster Presbyterian Church, Ottawa, ON.
Audrey Miller has been a member of Westminster Presbyterian Church, Ottawa, for 55 years,
where her faith is demonstrated through her service to others, but also from her commitment
to a life of prayer, and a willingness to hear God’s calling. She served as an elder for 25 years, a
Sunday School teacher/superintendent, as well as the chairperson of the Worship and Nurture
Team (Christian Education). She has been actively involved with the Pastoral Care Team, and
the Mission and Outreach Team. She was the president of Westminster’s Women’s Missionary
Society twice, and is a life member.
Audrey has always had a special interest in youth ministry and Canadian Girls in Training
(CGIT). She served as a group leader, member of the Ottawa CGIT Committee, and
representative on the National CGIT Association. She did this work whole-heartedly and with
great enthusiasm, and became a friend and mentor to many girls over five decades.
Audrey has also initiated ministries, which have become integral to the life of Westminster
Church. Firmly committed to a life of prayer, she started both the congregational prayer chain,
and a prayer partners program, which matches seniors with youth in the church.
Audrey has given countless hours of time to support one of Ottawa’s inner-city drop-in centres,
Centre 507. She initiated teams to make sandwiches for people in the centre and on the streets
which continues 25 years later.
Audrey serves others because she is interested in others, and wants the best for them. She sees
the good in people even when they have lost sight of it themselves. Through Audrey’s nurture
and friendship, people find God.
Audrey is a role model of Christian service to others: her incredible energy, enthusiasm, and
generosity of spirit come from deep abiding faith in the Lord. She continually initiates
ministries as she sees the need. Audrey exemplifies James 1:22, “Be doers of the word and not
hearers only.” When asked about her many ministries, Audrey humbly replied:
“I think God can do more with us if we just let Him.”
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A Fond Farewell to Don Mutch – We will miss you!
[Editor’s note: Sue Smarkala reached out to a number of people for their reflections on Don’s
life of service, and compiled this tribute.]
One of the stalwarts of Woodroffe United Church passed on to his heavenly rewards on July 20,
2017. Don Mutch was a quiet member of our church who was always generous with his time,
and very committed to Woodroffe. He contributed to our congregation in so many ways.
Peter Morrison: “Don was one of the most important people to me at Woodroffe for the 20
years I’ve been here. My first recollection of him was early on in my time at WUC. I remember
thinking he seemed a lot younger than he was – his sense of humour was amazing – without
trying to be funny, he just came out with some things that made Christian Education committee
meetings enjoyable, put people at ease, and made the work we did, fun. Maybe what I see as
his biggest contribution to the church was his care and promotion of the church library. On
many occasions, I’d chat with him about that subject, he’d point me in the right direction to a
book that might be useful, often knowing the actual call number off by heart. He’d write book
reviews, promote new material in the library, and select books to highlight at appropriate
times of the year. As ‘keeper of the roll,’ he was diligent in recording the important milestones
in the lives of WUC members and adherents, and getting that information into The Uniter.
Maybe the thing I’ll remember most about Don and the thing I’ll miss most was that he was just
such a warm and friendly person who was interested in sharing his experiences (like his many
trips to Portugal) but also asking about you and your life. He was always interested in what the
Scouts were doing and we talked about that often. Don often sat with me at church and I
appreciated his friendship. Don wanted to be your friend just to be your friend, no strings
attached. Don was a rare ‘young soul’ – he never seemed to age to me – I often thought that
when I reached that age, that I would like to be like him. I will miss him terribly.”
Sue Smarkala: “Fabulous sense of humour that surprised and tickled members of several
committees. He regularly made Christian Education and Membership Relations Committee
meetings much more enjoyable than they might have been without his wit. A genealogy buff,
Don had an extensive library regarding his family history. He even wrote a book about his
family history to be sure his children and theirs, would know their origins. He was related to
Ken Dryden and Chris Hadfield – and Willie Dryden Curd. He always noted Willie’s family
members’ special days. He sometimes spoke about his early days in Manitoba. He once
mentioned that he didn’t like the sound of wind – it reminded him of the constant winds of
Manitoba. I wondered if he equated the sound with the possibly dreary times he sometimes
felt, out on the prairies. Don was a long-time strong proponent of the United Church. He took
his role as presbyter very seriously, and reported to Council regularly on Presbytery activities.
Also: Honorary Elder, Monitor of the Woodroffe United Observer subscription,
Bazaar book worker, salad dressing maker for the HST Auction, red currant jelly
maker for the Bazaar, statistics person for the annual reports.”
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Jeanette Montgomery: “I will always remember Don as unfailingly polite, neat, and precise,
and very willing to help at any time. The way he packed up and closed the family home over a
period of three years single-handedly, will always stick with me, and provide an example for
me if I ever have to do that. His keeping of the rolls was great, and he could produce lists of
names in various categories at the drop of a hat. He will be sorely missed around Woodroffe
United.”
Trish Hassard: “Don was a wonderful part of the fabric of Woodroffe United, making us
stronger, and making us all feel warm and accepted. He often operated below the radar in his
low-key, modest way, which meant that his considerable contribution was sometimes
underestimated. He was the consummate greeter and usher. His sharp observation skills
would always discern those who were new or visiting, and his desire to make people feel
welcome led him to make contact and chat with the newcomers. Whenever I didn’t know who
someone was, Don would have the answer, along with the full family history back a few
generations! Don had a very fine sense of humour, which he used to good effect in Committee
meetings. If a meeting was going on too long or was fraught for various reasons, he knew just
what to say to bring us back on track. Often it was an interjection with a story from the past,
and by the time he was done, we would all be laughing and the mood had been lightened. He
kept up on politics, social justice issues, and the news, in a way that made him a delightful
person to have a discussion with. By the time I got around to the United Church Observer, he
had invariably read it cover to cover and was full of commentary about the points of view. His
commitment to the United Church was a clear part of his persona. He was the ‘go to’ person for
many years on matters before the United Church and Presbytery. In fact, I can trace my own
interest in these matters to Don’s example. It’s hard to imagine Woodroffe without him.”
Lillian Chow: “I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my people cry Who will bear my light to
them? Whom shall I send?” (from the hymn “Here I Am, Lord” by Daniel L. Schutte)
“As we sang this hymn chosen by Don for his own funeral, I envisioned two ways Don visibly
served our church:
 At coffee time after Sunday services, Don sought out visitors identified by their coloured
mugs, welcomed them, and invited them to join us again. I had asked him if he was an
official greeter and he said no, it was just something he felt should be done – so he did it!
 When Don served as the official Church Librarian, I remember him hovering at the
library corner before Sunday services, ready to serve, eager with recommendations and
expert help finding any reading material of potential interest. When our children were
older, I suggested to Don that WUC might want to consider getting some entertaining
Christian movies for teens and adults to show for Family Nights. Within weeks, Don
pointed out the new DVDs he had acquired for the church library!
Over the years, Don stepped up to serve in many roles that were essential but invisible to the
general congregation. He was a man of faith who put his faith into action and lived the ideals of
the hymn he chose, ‘Here I Am, Lord . . . I will hold your people in my heart.’ ”
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Rev. Jan Lougheed (retired): “Don was a very dedicated and faithful servant at Woodroffe
United Church. Every Thursday morning from 8:45 until noon, he blessed us with his presence.
What a commitment! Don’s main task at hand was to edit the Sunday worship bulletin. His
remarkable literary talent allowed him to pick out any errors. In his own gentle way, Don
made corrections, often dialoguing about a phrase or word to ensure we had the right word to
fit the context. Once the bulletin was finalized, then there was time for ‘story telling’ and
‘sharing’. In the midst of office ‘duties,’ Don always had a tale to tell. It might be about relatives
out West, down East, or in the Ottawa Valley. He proudly boasted about his two grandsons, of
whom he was very fond. Church was part of life for Don, and he could never understand why
people didn’t volunteer more. He took great pride in setting up the church library, and knew
every book on every shelf. Don was always interested in participating in new ventures. He
served many years as a Presbytery representative, attended Council meetings, and small study
and reflection groups. It seemed wherever there was a need, Don willingly stepped in to help.
He really felt that this enriched his life, and sometimes held back a bit before accepting a
request, because he did not want to deny anyone else an opportunity. When plans were
unfolding for a Habitat for Humanity building trip in 2006, Don wondered if he and Phyllis
could join the ‘young people’ on this trip to LaFollette, Tennessee. He said he had always
wanted to volunteer on one of these trips, but didn’t want to burden others and slow the pace.
Never turn away a seasoned volunteer! The ‘Habitat Build’ offered many different places to be
of assistance, and volunteers could choose from a wide range of activities. The local Library
was in desperate need of help categorizing information. Don of course was delighted to spend
long days sorting through and categorizing files. He worked diligently to completely finish the
task by the week-end. With his quick wit and dry sense of humour, Don and Phyllis were a
blessing on this trip. An unforgettable opportunity for all involved. Don will be remembered
for his integrity, gentle spirit, and willingness to serve.”

Don Mutch lived his faith in everything he did. A kind, kind man, he made a difference in so
many subtle ways, patiently. He contributed so much to us.
He was a drop of water, a grain of sand – wherever he was needed.
"The Erring – Little Things” (1844) by Julia Abigail Fletcher Carney
Little drops of water,
Little grains of sand,
Make the mighty ocean
And the pleasant land.
Thus the little minutes,
Humble though they be,

Make the mighty ages
Of eternity.
Little deeds of kindness,
Little words of love,
Make our pleasant earth below
Like the heaven above.
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In Loving Memory of Rev. Doug Heard
Douglas Wallace (“Doug”) Heard died on August 21, 2017, at his new home in Kitchener, ON.
He was 77 years old. Doug was born March 20, 1940 in Belleville, ON. He attended Queen’s
University in Kingston, ON, where he graduated (B.A., Masters of Divinity) and met his future
wife Mary (née) Robertson (B.P.H.E.). Over the years, Doug served as a United Church minister
in Oakdale, Madoc, Kanata, Cobourg, and Ottawa. He retired in 2002 and lived happily in
Ottawa among friends until moving to Kitchener to be closer to his grandchildren. Mary passed
away in 2004. Doug was remarried from 2006-2012 to Lesley Elmas (d. 2017). Doug
ministered at Woodroffe United Church from 1994 to 2002.
Doug was a storyteller, a minister, a paddler, a choir member, and a maker of maple syrup. He
loved his cottage on Round Lake (near Eganville), his adopted sugarbush (Fortune Farms), his
family, and his many, many friends. He loved to tell and to hear stories, especially to, from, or
about children. He was also an introvert – an introvert who paradoxically spun and
maintained a marvelous web of personal connections. Connections were so important to him.
He spent decades as a minister, facilitating rituals that brought people together, at meetings
that were often a matter of steering others to come together in agreement, and helping others
understand, know, and remember that they were loved. Doug treasured most the quiet
moments: walking the woods, tracing the web of taplines, playing a part in an Easter metaphor
of sap rising, falling, and rising again.
Doug’s family has asked that in lieu of flowers, please donate in Doug’s memory to the Heart
and Stroke Foundation, Kanata United Church, or the Mission and Service Fund of the United
Church of Canada. Donations may be arranged by calling the Henry Walser Funeral Home at
(519) 749-8467 or via Doug’s memorial at www.henrywalser.com.

Rev. Doug Heard

Doug teaching the Scouts the art of maple syrup making in 2002
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Your Membership Relations Committee Needs YOU!
Submitted by Carol Cochrane
The Membership Relations Committee (“MRC”) is one of the most important – and most fun! –
committees to be on at Woodroffe. Its members dedicate their time to promote fellowship and
communication amongst WUC members and adherents, and to offer pastoral care to those in
need.
We now have some openings that will allow us to better fulfill our mandate, and will give YOU
the opportunity to work with a group of terrific Committee members:
Keeper of the Roll: This person is tasked with maintaining the church’s records (on a
database) of baptisms, confirmations, marriages, deaths, and the reception of new members.
The Keeper is also responsible to bring forward to the MRC, the names of anyone on the Roll
who appears to no longer be active in the church, for consideration for removal from the Roll.
This person can pretty well make their own hours and can opt to only attend our Committee
meetings if there is something to report. Mary Frances Laughton has kindly offered to show
the ropes to the person who comes forward to take on this responsibility.
Observer Co-Ordinator: This position does not involve a significant time commitment, but
does require some monitoring of subscriptions and the placing of announcements in the
bulletin on occasion to advise people of the opportunity to subscribe to this well-respected
United Church publication, and to invite contributions to defray the costs.
Committee Member: The more the merrier, we say! As a committee that hopes to organize
events to foster fellowship and a feeling of community spirit amongst the members of the WUC
family, having new ideas around the table, and more helping hands to serve lunches would be
welcomed. Our next meeting is on October 3rd and we’d be pleased if you wanted to come and
“check us out” to find out more about what we do.
If you have any interest in these opportunities, please get in touch with one of the Co-Chairs of
the MRC:
Erin Bruce
ezbruce@gmail.com
613-795-1921
Carol Cochrane
ccochrane@LMRlawyers.com
613-696-1301 (work)
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Wanted: WUC Uniter Editor

Submitted by Peter Morrison

Do you have an eye for detail and an ear to the ground? Do you have a good grasp of what’s
going on around the church or would like to be more connected? Do you have a creative streak
that needs nurturing? Do you enjoy reading church member’s submissions and correcting the
odd misteak? Did you catch the two errors in the previous sentence? If you answered “yes” to
any of these questions, you could be the next editor of The Uniter and carry on a long tradition
at Woodroffe. Maybe there’s a couple out there or a mother-daughter combination who would
entertain being co-editors. The Uniter is published three times a year: in the early Fall, just in
time for Advent, and just in time for Lent. You have access to a flawless colour printer which
even staples automatically. Unfortunately I have been unable to teach it how to fold and stuff
envelopes, but as so many folks receive an electronic copy via Email, this is less of a chore
every year. You also have a very supportive editorial board in the Membership Relations
Committee, and a web content editor who can publish additional content and photos to the
church web site. If this is an enticing opportunity for you, or you’d like more details, please
speak to Peter Morrison (current editor) or Carol Cochrane or Erin Bruce of Membership
Relations. [By the way, the two errors were: misteak should have read mistake, and
member’s should have read members’ (plural possessive).]

Passages

Submitted by the Church Office

Deaths since the last issue of The Uniter:
Vera Audrey Mitchell – February 24th
Robin Ziai – March 6th
Joyce Eileen Fraser – March 13th
Myra Stacey – March 31st
Myrtle Deavy – April 5th
Neil S. Johnston – April 7th
Iris Mary Smile – May 29th
Ron Smith – June 6th
Gordon Baldwin – June 7th
Doris Symington – June 7th
Don Mutch – July 20th
Ossie Caswell (Rev. Kathryn Peate’s father) – July 22nd
Kevin Myles – July 27th
Two new members were received:
Kathleen Stokely
Sam Asha
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Woodroffe United Activities – September to November 2017
17SEP
24SEP
01OCT
08OCT
09OCT
15OCT
21OCT
22OCT
29OCT
05NOV
11NOV
12NOV
19NOV
26NOV

Worship – 10 am
Worship – 10 am
Worship – 10 am – New Members’ Breakfast
Worship – 10 am – Thanksgiving Sunday
Thanksgiving Monday, Church closed
Worship – 10 am – Stewardship Kickoff, Bazaar Sorting Sunday
Bazaar – 9 am – 1 pm
Worship – 10 am
Worship – 10 am
Worship – 10 am – Remembrance Day Service
Remembrance Day, Church closed
Worship – 10 am – Fall Congregational Lunch
Worship – 10 am – Children’s Sunday and Babies & Friends Luncheon
Worship – 10 am – Pledge Sunday

A Few Random Quotes
When you can’t control what’s happening, challenge yourself to control the way you respond to
what’s happening. That’s where your power is.
Prayer is not a “spare wheel” that you pull out when in trouble, but it is a “steering wheel” that
directs the right path throughout the journey.
When God solves your problems, YOU have faith in HIS abilities; when God doesn’t solve your
problems, HE has faith in YOUR abilities.
Worrying does not take away tomorrow’s troubles; it takes away today’s peace.
If you aren’t as close to God as you used to be, you can be sure as to which one of you has moved.
One of the best feelings in the world, is knowing that your presence and absence both mean
something to someone.
Live simply. Love generously. Care deeply. Speak kindly. Leave the rest to God.
WUC Uniter – September 14, 2017
Editor: Peter Morrison
Advisory Committee: Membership Relations Committee members
Web content: Jamie Hockin
Also available with some additional content on the church web site at woodroffeunited.org
Next Uniter Deadline: Sunday, November 19, 2017
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Editor’s Endnote – Fall: A Time of New Beginnings
I have always felt conflicted in the Fall. On the one hand, summer is drawing to a close and the
natural world is slowing down, readying itself for a long winter’s rest. On the other hand, our
schools, Scout groups, and church programs are springing to life. I love how the hills and
forests turn a brilliant array of colours against slate grey skies and comfortable, cool, crisp air.
On the other hand, there’s the knowledge that the season will be all too short, and the leaves
will soon fall. I have attended quite a number of funerals this summer for church people,
friends, and family, as I know many of us have, and there too, there are the dual realities of
mourning and comforting each other in our loss on the one hand, and celebrating and giving
thanks for incredible lives lived on the other. Sometimes someone’s death can spur us to new
action or give us new insight into our own lives. I recall a grade school teacher who gave his
class the task of writing their own obituaries which, to a young teenager, seemed like a really
odd assignment, but it did get one thinking about what one wanted to accomplish in life, where
your priorities might lie, and how you would want to be remembered. We all know many
people who have been fine Christian examples to us, and sometimes we wait until someone has
died to really appreciate them. That needn’t be the case. We can appreciate and celebrate
people here and now too. The church gives us that chance to connect with others, to help us
discern God’s will in our own lives and in the life of our church family. This edition is full of
ideas for contributing to the life and work of the church: new programs, the choir, friendly
committees, new opportunities for service to the community through the Revitalization
project, the bazaar, food bank and other Outreach projects, Audrey’s example, and the life
examples of people whose lives we have recently celebrated. Much of this connecting of course
is already happening. We have amazing and dedicated committee volunteers and helpers who
provide a host of activities (many of which involve eating) throughout the year. We have a
trained group of caring pastoral care workers who minister to those in need. We have many
church members and friends leading youth initiatives in our church building. We have people
visiting folks in hospital, or who are home-bound, or who are carrying heavy burdens. We all
have a role to play at whatever stage in life we are. If you haven’t got a job, thank a committee
chair for their service. Join a prayer group or chain. Attend a growth group session for
learning, personal development, and friendship. Hug the minister. Call or Email someone just
to keep in touch. Find a need and fill it. Where can you use your gifts and talents? Who can
you encourage? With whom can you (re)connect? Most of us will not be famous or accomplish
things written in history books, but maybe a lifetime made up of these little things is what
makes a life worth celebrating. God bless us on the journey,
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