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Advent 2018
Minister’s Message

Submitted by Rev. Kathryn Peate

Dear Friends,
Once again that season that people look forward to with excitement, anticipation, delight
and broken diets is descending upon us - it’s winter! No that can’t be right. Winter hasn’t
even officially arrived,, even though there is quite a bit
of snow on the ground at the time of this writing. And
I can’t say everyone anticipates the winter season
with excitement, or delight, or eggnog.
Of course, the season I refer to is the Christmas
season, which we know is officially here because the
malls and online shopping ads tell us so. In the church,
we do have to get through Advent first though.
I encourage you to spend some time thinking about what the Advent candles of Hope, Peace,
Joy and Love that we light each Sunday in Advent, mean to you. What are your hopes? What
hopes have you had shattered? How did you recover from not fulfilling some of your hopes?
How have you rejoiced in the fruition of some of your hopes? What peace do you need in
your life? What peace do we need in this world and how can you be a part of making the
world a more peaceful place? What is the source of your peace? What joys have you
experienced? What were the greatest ones for you? How do/can you bring joy to others?
Who do you love? How do you or should you deal with others whom you find unlovable? Do
you recognize how much God loves you?
Advent is a time of reflection on all parts of our living. Amidst the shopping, baking,
wrapping, concerting (I don’t think that’s actually a verb, but when it appears in Webster’s
Dictionary you can say you heard it here first) - among all of that, make some you time. Make
some time for your relationships. Make some new friendships and contact older friends.
Make some God time. God wants to hear your answers to the questions of hope, peace, joy
and love. May you experience all of these attributes in abundance this Advent/Christmas
season and throughout your life.
Blessings to you and your family, Kathryn
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Submitted by Doug McKee and Marilyn Jones

Bazaar 2018

Broad smiles and immediate clapping was the response to the
announcement that the 2018 Bazaar was “better than what was
considered to be the best” when compared to last year. We were
all proud to have been a part in increasing our profit by 23% to
approximately $34,000.
As the saying goes, it takes a village or an entire community to be
successful. Whether you were one of 240 volunteers, who
commandeered family or friends to assist or attend, posted
signs, brought baking or treasures, sorted, carried or arranged
items, decorated, manned a table, provided sustenance , signage
or name tags, took photos, parked cars, cleaned up or delivered to other Charities, your
contribution was definitely appreciated.
Young and the not so young were in evidence and obviously enjoying assisting in one of
many roles. Some even had stylish attire sporting Cowboy Hats and pink hair and the
enthusiasm was contagious as the sales crew were ready to barter and deliver. The Scouts
and students set a good example. All the Area Convenors deserve a special salute for their
dedication, creativity and leadership.
Working together, challenges like a locked parking entrance, extra tables and shelves,
electricity demands and a lost purse were solved in a timely manner. This year, we even
introduced technology with walkie talkies to save some steps.
There was a steady flow of customers throughout the Bazaar and it was gratifying to hear
such positive comments not only about their newly acquired treasures at such reasonable
prices but about the organization and our Church. Many were enquiring about the next
event and definitely we gained recognition in our community.
Thank you to everyone for your expertise and good natured assistance. As overall
convenors, you made our job so much easier.
Sincerely,
Doug McKee and Marilyn Jones
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Copper Kettle

Submitted by Marlene Patrick

Bazaar Day was a happy one for the Copper
Kettle team. Pat Cuthbert and her decorating
team created a beautiful fall ambience. We had a
willing crew of servers (including two of our
youngest helpers ever - Desmond Dearham &
Veronika Jovic), and helpful cashiers. Wes
Dearham and his team of kitchen helpers
created a lovely menu of muffins, coffee/tea,
lemonade, butternut squash soup; bun with
cheese, and brownies & butter tarts. Who can
thank enough the dishwashers who cleaned throughout the event. Our day started rather
briskly this year, and by 10:30, exhausted shoppers completely filled our tables. We worked
steadily throughout the morning and by 1pm, we had almost run out of soup! A good day for
all.

Christmas Care Notes

Submitted by Your Pastoral Care Team

The Advent and Christmas Seasons are a time of joy for most of us, a time for celebrating
with friends and family. Unfortunately, this is not the reality for everyone. For some, the
season can be a painful reminder of loss, whether recent or longstanding. Our annual
“Kindle a Flame”Service is one attempt which we make as a congregation to recognize and
minister to this experience.
Another way in which we try to help is by providing a specific selection of CareNotes which
address the many ways in which the season can difficult. These notes will be displayed
throughout the Advent/Christmas season on the CareNotes rack in the Narthex (across from
the office). There are well over a dozen different titles both on the rack and the shelf below.
Please feel free to take as many as you like for your own use or for a friend or loved one.
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United Church Women Jubilee Unit
Submitted by Lynn Crocker
On November 7th members of the Jubilee Unit joined
hundreds of people at the Kehillat Beth Israel Synagogue
to commemorate the 80th anniversary of Kristallnacht.
Kristallnacht, the Night of Broken Glass, is the name given
to the events on November 9, 1938, in Germany and
Austria where over 7,000 Jewish shops were trashed and
looted and 250 synagogues were burned. The keynote
speaker was Dr. Michael Berenbaum who is a noted
expert on the Holocaust. Violinist Niv Ashkenasi
performed 4 haunting songs on one of the 50 Violins of
Hope which survived the Holocaust and was later
restored.
Those who attended were deeply moved by the message and music.

Right Relations at Woodroffe
Submitted by: Trish Hassard, Marcia Armstrong and Judy Chaplin
The WUC Right Relations Working Group (RRWG) took form in late September 2017.
Knowing that the UCC has a commitment to develop right relations with the Indigenous
peoples of Canada, it was decided to start a learning series about the history and culture of
the Indigenous peoples. The RRWG reports to Council through the M&S Committee. Starting
in January 2018, several learning events have been held. We have had speakers on several
Sundays after church as well as films and/or speakers on several Monday evenings. In
addition, we have participated in field trips. The following are some of the highlights of the
learning series to date:
In the speaker series, in January as part of Stone Soup Lunch, Barbara Dumont- Hill spoke
about her experiences, Indigenous culture and values. On another occasion, representatives
from Kateri Native Ministry led us through the Blanket Exercise-an excellent way to learn
about Canadian history from an Indigenous perspective. Elder Malcolm Saulis spoke to us
about Indigenous spirituality. Two Inuit authors, Margaret Pokiak-Fenton and Christy
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Jordan-Fenton, came to speak about the autobiographical children’s books they have
written. More recently, Theresa Redmond and Barry Cottam walked us through the basics of
treaties with the First Nations.
We have held seven film nights and have enjoyed
several field trips such as to the Health Canada
Iskotew and INAC Kumik Healing Lodges, the Odawa
Centre, Wabano Health Centre, a Pow Wow at
Kitigan Zibi, Spirituality in Unity Walk, Nature Walk
led by Algonquin elder Albert Dumont. Our very
own Nathan Golden offered a special Woodroffe
twist on the Right Relations learning series by
offering an Indigenous-focused Prayer of the People
in late September. Most recently, we attended a talk
on Reconciliation by Perry Bellegarde, the National
Chief of the AFN.
These are only a few of the many activities which
the RRWG has held or attended over the past year.
Many more interesting events will be offered in the
coming year. We hope you will come and join us.
Mark your calendars: On Sunday, January 6, 2019 after church, join us for an introduction
to Metis culture including a dance performance. A light lunch will be provided.

Revitalization

Submitted by Sue Smarkala

We are almost 2 years into our revitalization journey. We have made a lot of progress. We
came together in congregational workshops for a year. We described the unique
experiences we have at Woodroffe. We developed a new Call for the church.
The congregation chose 7 strategic initiatives to kick off our renewal work.
An alternative service was held in June to great enthusiasm. Another was presented in
November.
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These ‘different’ services are planned throughout the coming year, in addition to the
non-traditional services we already enjoy.
A very successful community roundtable was held last May and a second is planned for early
2019. We want to connect with as many community groups as possible to talk about ways to
support seniors.
A very fun Messy Church was held for our children and young families in October – and
Worship Committee has scheduled up to 4 of these in 2019.
We started an All Congregation Visitation program. The first step was to visit a group of
congregants who had stopped attending in the last year or so. We wanted to update them
about our recent activities. As you can imagine, such a project is quite challenging. We
completed that first step and the remainder of the project is on hold pending new
volunteers.
Our youth strategy is to reach out to local youth groups from other churches. That approach
has resulted in some shared activities. That idea will continue and hopefully it will build a
broader range of meet ups.
The communications project improved audio-visual services in the sanctuary over April and
May. Microphones, bulletins and processes were reviewed and developed with good results.
Currently, there is a project in the works to improve the strength of the internet signal
throughout the church.
The most difficult strategic initiative chosen - a very important one – was to develop a new
governance structure for the age and stage of our church. Sadly, there are no sample church
governances to choose from. So, we are continuing to learn how to build a governance
structure that suits us. We are targeting to have an agreed plan for our governance for
implementation in July 2019.
So, are we reinvigorating ourselves? Of course, the proof lies in the experiences we are
having around Woodroffe. Many people are remarking on a spirit of reanimation of our
activities around and about Woodroffe. People have noticed that the music at services is
enlivened. What do you see?

6

Financial Update – End of November, 2018
Submitted by Joe Smarkala, Treasurer
Jan-Nov 2018

|Jan-Nov 2017

Revenue
- Envelope Givings
- Use of Building
- Fundraising
- Other
Total Revenue

$153,696
$116,977
$40,745
$15,937
$327,355

$156,476
$107,405
$39,236
$11,951
$315,068

Expenses
- Personnel
- Property
- Other
Total Expense

$222,938
$60,286
$56,330
$339,554

$219,739
$67,222
$47,643
$334,604

Deficit

-$12,199

-$19,536

Available Funds Reserve

$180,002

$166,329

$26,714
$26,084

$27,772
$35,242

Mission & Service Givings
Outreach Givings

The table above displays the financial picture for Woodroffe United for the period January 1
to November 30, 2018 and compares it with financials for the same period in 2017.
You can see that total revenue for 2018 is about $12,000 higher than 2017. This is due to a
nice increase in Use of Building revenue of over $9,000. Givings from the congregation are
down slightly probably due to decrease in size of congregation. Because of our excellent
results from the Bazaar, our Fundraising revenue is up by $1,500 over last year even though
we did not have a BBB sale this year and our HST auction was down over 2017. Thank you
for your continued support in 2018.
Total expenses are up by $5,000 over last year. In November of this year we paid Bob
Richards of EDGE $5,000 for the work he provided for two years on our Revitalization
project. Also, in November we completed our payment of 2018 Presbytery dues where in
2017 we completed payment in December a difference of $4,000. Overall, our deficit so far
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this year is $12,000, about $7,000 lower than last year. By year end with our expected
increase in income from Christmas givings and year end givings, your treasurer is confident
that most of the deficit if not all of it will be eliminated by year end.
Thank-you again.

Not Your Typical Sunday Morning Service
Submitted by Marlene Patrick
On November 25, we held our 2nd Not Your Typical Sunday Morning Service, with Joy as its
theme. The service took place in the sanctuary and featured a guest band The Kindred
Spirits, who shared their wonderful gift of music. The service was a blending of traditional
hymns and contemporary Christian praise music. It included a Junior Church kazoo band,
the musical leadership of WUC's Music Director, a puppet drama, and a hands-on craft
experience for all ages on the theme “What does Joy Look Like?”. In spite of the rainy
weather overnight, the service was well attended, and congregants were treated to coffee
before and after the service. All crafts prepared by congregants were displayed in the
Banquet Hall. It was an upbeat service to prepare us for the coming Advent season. Special
thanks to all who attended, including a good number from the former Bethany United
Church, our technology team, our greeters and ushers, our wonderful hospitality (coffee)
team for double duty, and the organizers of the service.
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The Mission and Service Fund

Submitted by Mission and Service

We can accomplish more together than we ever can alone. The members of the United
Church pool their gifts in the Mission and Service Fund, M&S for short. Together, we decide
how to spend the money to further our mission and ministry.
It takes a lot to do a lot. Every year we give about $25 million dollars to support our work.
This is not only for our worship life. It is used for our local, national and global mission with
partners, our justice and peace advocacy and our efforts to care for the environment.
The United Church way is to work with partners in the church, in Canada, and around the
world. Partners alert us to local needs; they tell us how best to serve; and deliver the
assistance we offer. In an emergency, in development work, and for long-term commitment,
we are there. For neighbours near and far, we make a difference through the M&S Fund.
You may want to support our United Church work with a gift to the Mission and Service
Fund. M&S gifts are all voluntary. Some give through M&S by using the second line of the
church offering envelope, while others donate through PAR. You can learn more about
giving at www.united-church.ca/howtogive.
Are you looking for meaningful gifts to give this Christmas? The brand new Gifts with Vision
catalogue is a great way to make a difference and show someone that you care. This year’s
catalogue is filled with gifts that don’t need wrapping or tags, just your love.
Mission and Service partners give you an opportunity to support their programmes and
learn more about God’s mission in our broken world.
You can pick up a copy of the Mission and Service Gifts with Vision catalogue on a table in
the narthex. If you wish, you can make your gift online at any time –www.giftswithvision.ca.

Good News Story

Submitted by Ray Cuthbert

In case you missed this Facebook post, here’s something we
received from Johannes Huntjens, a retired Minister from
Woodroffe.
Johannes Huntjens to Woodroffe United Church:
A message to the Congregation and the Rev. Kathryn Peate:
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I am a retired minister of Woodroffe UC and must say I am impressed with all the activities
that are happening. They are creative, innovative and “entertaining”. There is nothing
wrong with a church being “entertaining”. It does remind me a lot of the years we were
there, Darlene and John Patton will remember as well. But you, the minister, must take a lot
of credit for this. It still looks like the vibrant and active congregation Woodroffe has
always been but to keep that spirit alive takes vision and commitment by its leader.
Congratulations Woodroffe and its Minister.

Upcoming Woodroffe United Activities - Save The Dates
December 24th Family Service at 7:00 pm and 11:00 pm Communion
January 6th - Metis culture including a dance performance
January 8th - New Members’ Breakfast
January 27th - Stone Soup Lunch - Guest Speaker Grade 12 student Melissa Cadet - Photos of
her Me to We trip to Ecuador
Saturday, March 2nd - Eight Decades of Fashion: A Fashion Show and Tea Celebration of
Woodroffe United Church 70th Anniversary
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