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Advent 2019
Minister’s Message

Submitted by Rev. Kathryn Peate

Greetings Friends.
Once again we have come to that time of year when brightly
coloured lights appear in the neighbourhood, the smells of
gingerbread and cinnamon waft from kitchens, and concerts
attract with the melodic sounds of the season. It's also the time
of year when we eat way too much, the same Christmas songs
are played over and over and over again on the radio for too
many weeks in advance of Christmas so that we can't stand
another repetition of Gene Autry's “Santa Claus is Coming to
Town”, and stores and malls are overcrowded with frantic
shoppers spending way too much looking for just the right
thing while settling for something less. This in preparation for
the Christmas festivities coming up. But it is all part of what we call Christmas.
All that being said, I want you to know that I love Christmas! Ever since I was a child, I have
loved Christmas – especially the time leading up to the day. For me it's more about
atmosphere than gifts. I'm not fond of crowds, but at least once a year during the season I
have to walk through a mass of humanity in the stores to get the proper Christmas spirit.
There is no other time of year when the sight of multicoloured lights reflect the joy of God's
love in my heart. As a child, Christmas meant gifts to me – gifts that were sometimes exactly
what I wanted and sometimes not what I had in mind at all. So goes the mind of a child. As
an adult, I love to give gifts. I love to make a turkey dinner and see my husband, my children
and their partners, my brother and his wife, and sometimes a few friends feast, then move
away from the table with satisfied looks on their faces. I love to decorate the house and the
tree. I even love Christmas music played too much.
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I grew up with certain customs that, over the years, have had to change and sometimes
those changes have been hard for me. As our children became adults and gained partners of
their own, whole new ways of celebrating Christmas have had to be developed. This year for
the first time, I will have only one of our three children home for the feast. Perhaps we will
consider changing to another day for Christmas dinner. Because the celebration of Christ's
birth on December 24 and 25 has been so important to me, this is taking some cerebral
somersaults with which to come to grips.
I have learned through this challenge, though, that Christmas really is an attitude, not a
specific day. I don't think Jesus cares on what day we actually sit down together as a family.
Rather, He would have us enjoy every opportunity we have to gather as a group.
Many overlook the season of Advent in their hurry to get to the manger (or the Christmas
dinner table). We have four weeks of Advent leading up to Christmas Eve and Christmas Day
celebrations. Four weeks to not only prepare our homes but also our hearts. I hope that you
take advantage of those four weeks to enjoy the activities of Woodroffe. The Sunday
morning services include our pageant December 8 and a Lessons and Carols service on
December 15. For those who find this season a particularly difficult time of year because of
loss or for other reasons, we offer our Kindle a Flame service at 1:00 p.m. on December 8. As
usual, our Christmas Eve services will be at 7:00 p.m. and 11:00 p.m. on December 24.
Right now the Christmas elves are decorating the church for the season, the Outreach
committee is collecting socks, hats, mitts, scarves and toiletries for our Christmas Outreach
program, the congregation is busy purchasing Angel Gifts and our choir is doing their final
rehearsal for the Christmas concert. Yes, it's beginning to look a lot like Christmas.
Blessings from my family to yours,
Kathryn.
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Kudos To... Submitted by Someone Who Would Like to Remain Anonymous
Kudos to Team Curtis for keeping the outside message on our sign up-to-date with all our
activities. Rain Shine & Snow!!!!
Kudos also to Ms K - she knows who she is (!) for the pithy sayings at the East entrance!!
Very much appreciated by all!!

The Meaning of Advent
Submitted by Deb Lester, Chair of Worship Committee
Advent Candles: Understanding the Meaning, History Tradition
Advent is upon us and with it, you may wonder what it’s all about. The Worship Committee
would like to help you understand the history, purpose behind the Advent Wreath and its
meaning and symbolism.
Advent is a time of expectation and hope. “Advent” means “arrival” or “coming,” and it
prompts us to pause each day in December and remember why Jesus came at Christmas.
Traditions vary by country, but common ways of commemorating Jesus’ birth are through
Advent calendars, wreaths, and candles. Ideally, any Advent tradition would involve families
in a fun activity each day of December, helping them remember why we celebrate Christmas.
The word “Advent” is derived from the Latin word adventus, meaning “coming,” which is a
translation of the Greek word parousia. Most know Advent today as a time of anticipation
and expectation of the birth of Christ. However Advent began as early as the 4th and 5th
centuries as a time of fasting and prayer for new Christians. The first mention of Advent
occurred in the 300s AD at a meeting of church leaders called the Council of Sargossa. It
gradually developed into a season that stretched across the month of December. Advent
lasts for four Sundays leading up to Christmas. The Advent season not only symbolizes the
waiting for Christ’s birth but also for his final return.
What Is the Advent Wreath?
The Advent wreath first appeared in Germany in 1839. A Lutheran minister working at a
mission for children created a wreath out of the wheel of a cart. He placed twenty small red
candles and four large white candles inside the ring. The red candles were lit on weekdays
and the four white candles were lit on Sundays. Eventually, the Advent wreath was created
out of evergreens, symbolizing everlasting life in the midst of winter and death as the
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evergreen is continuously green. The circle reminds us of God’s unending love and the
eternal life He makes possible.
Meaning & Symbolism of the Advent Candles
Advent candles shine brightly in the midst of darkness, symbolizing and reminding us that
Jesus came as Light into our dark world.
At Woodroffe, Advent candles are nestled in the evergreen wreath and we begin lighting a
candle starting on the fourth Sunday before Christmas.
Our tradition involves four candles around the wreath and a white candle in the middle. A
new candle is lit on each of the four Sundays before Christmas. In WUC’s tradition, the first,
second and fourth candles are purple and the third is pink, representing hope, peace, joy and
love respectively. The central white candle represents Jesus’ birth and is lit on Christmas
Eve. We hope this walk through the history of Advent has been helpful. If you have any
questions at all, please don’t hesitate to chat with Rev. Kathryn.

Update from the Admin and Finance Committee
Submitted by Brent Cuthbert
It has been a busy year, the following accomplishments are listed below:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Kitchen counters were replaced along with the painting of cupboard
Replaced all dinner & side plates along with new cutlery
Office carpet replaced
Parking lot was repaired, top coated & lines painted, added three handicap spots
3 outdoor sheds were replaced (increased size)
2 BBQs
AC installed in friendship room
Electrical & furnace updates
New lawn mower & snowblower
Electrical updates along with furnace updates
Roof repaired

Special thanks go out to the Friends of the Family, Scouts and the Russian Daycare who
along with others contributed financially. A big thank-you to the committee members who
give their time to assist whenever the need arises from painting to Christmas decorating!
Last but not in the least, our Administrator & Custodians deserve a very special thank you
for keeping WUC a welcome place to come for our members, visitors and renters.
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Twelve Commandments for the New Year

Submitted by Diokno Segundo

1. Make up your mind to be happy. Learn to find pleasure in simple things.
2. Make the best of your circumstances. No one has everything and everyone has
something of sorrow intermingled with gladness of life. The trick is to make the
laughter outweigh the tears.
3. Don’t take yourself too seriously. Don’t think somehow you should be protected from
misfortunes that befall other people.
4. You can’t please everyone. Don’t let criticism worry you.
5. Don’t let your neighbours set your standards. Be yourself.
6. Do the things you enjoy doing, but stay out of debt.
7. Never borrow trouble. Imaginary things are harder to bear than real ones.
8. Since hate poisons the soul, do not cherish jealousy. Avoid people who make you
unhappy.
9. Have many interests. If you can’t travel, read about new places.
10. Don’t hold post-mortems. Don’t spend your time brooding over sorrow or mistakes.
Don’t be the one who never gets over things.
11. Do what you can for those less fortunate than yourself.
12. Keep busy with something. A busy person never has time to be unhappy.

Stewardship Message 


Submitted by Chair, Suzanne Israel

Wanting to wish everyone in the church family a very Merry Christmas. Hope you all have a
blessed time with your families and friends.
Thank-you so very much for the support you have shown the Stewardship Committee over
the past year with our fundraisers. Thank-you for your volunteer help as well as your
support for our activities. Poinsettias are currently for sale to help brighten your homes at
this festive time. Stay tuned in the new year for the date of the ever popular lunch and
Auction.
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A New Governance For A New Year!
Submitted by Ray Cuthbert, Chair of Council
As I sit here writing this article I look back at what we have accomplished under
revitalization and it is impressive. One of the last initiatives to be tackled was a look at our
governance structure, in other words, your Council.
The Governance Initiative Team of Dave Chaplin, Gerry Maffre and Joe Smarkala were
mandated with the daunting task of providing governance options for consideration by
Council. Their work was greatly appreciated by Council and allowed us to make an
informed decision about a new governance model for a new year!
After much reflection, Council chose an option that it felt would ensure that the spiritual and
secular needs of the congregation were met and would align nicely with our Call. The option
is intended to streamline the operation of Council and place less administrative burden on
Committee Chairs. In a sense, it is a revitalization of Council!
Some of the anticipated changes will include a confirmation that the Christian Education
Committee will be confirmed as a sub-committee of Worship. Similarly, the Stewardship
Committee will become a sub-committee of Administration and Finance. Additionally, the
Memorial Sub-Committee will move from Worship to Administration and Finance.
Probably one of the more significant changes would be the creation of a Council Executive
that would meet regularly, whereas the Full Council (Council Executive and Chairs of all
committees, etc) would only meet three times a year. Of course, anyone and everyone is
invited to attend Council meetings at any time!
The following is a picture of what our new governance will look like:
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As Chair of Council, I have learned so much about what makes Woodroffe the amazing place
it is, and I strongly encourage you to consider joining a committee or chairing a committee
in the new year. It will be a rewarding experience!
We intend to provide more detailed information on our new governance early in the new
year with the aim of having it in place after our Annual Congregational Meeting in February.
In the meantime, if you have any questions, feel free to touch base with myself or any
member of Council to learn more.

Three Generations at the Bazaar

Submitted by Kim Stewart

The Montgomery Family
Jeanette has been involved with the Woodroffe Bazaar since 1987 when the family arrived
in Ottawa. Jeanette started on the baking table and moved on to children's clothing when it
was still upstairs. In 1995 she started Second Hand Rose with two small racks of clothing. At
first she washed and pressed every item of gently used clothing and priced each garment
individually. Today, that would be impossible with the volume of clothing we handle and
now only the boutique items are priced individually. Jeanette feels they offer a real service
to the community. Many new Canadians come looking for winter clothing. One year there
was an ESL teacher who brought some of her students and she was advising them on which
items would be suitable for a Canadian winter. Jeanette says they often get people with
relatives and friends overseas and they purchase suitable items in any size. Their rational is
that if it does not fit the person, they will give it to someone in need. Second Hand Rose even
gives away summer clothes to people wishing to send  them to poor areas overseas.
Ably helped by Eileen Stevenson, the team now numbers up to twenty helpers. They all
enjoy the camaraderie. Jeanette’s daughter Catherine is invaluable in helping with the
counting while Jeanette helps clear up the remaining clothes and shoes, most of which is
passed on to charities.
In his younger days, Tom helped with the "parking". It was an opportunity to help at the
Bazaar without the need to prepare a table; he was too busy at work for that. He has always
been a "DIY" person, so he took an active interest in the Tools table. That was when tools
and electrical items were separate. It was always a challenge to determine the "use or
purpose " of each item received for sale. It was obvious some packages of tools had been
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lifted directly from a basement or garage floor without any sorting. The other aspect of the
operation was seeing the "repeat" customers. Some must have been gathering items for a
sale somewhere else as a sideline or maybe they were just hoarders. In recent years the
objectives of the Bazaar have been clearer to Tom, sell to make some money for the work of
the Church, or the helpers would have to box it all up for next year or junk it. The
opportunity to really get to know others was one of the highlights of the Bazaar for Tom.
In her initial years, daughter Catherine mostly helped at her parents’ tables although she did
run the hot dog sales one year.
Grandson Darren has been involved in Sorting Sunday for a few years. Darren came with
Catherine in 2018 for the first time to the actual
Bazaar. Catherine was a little worried about losing
him in the crowds, so for a few days in advance she
grilled him about not leaving the building and who
to ask for if he got lost. Catherine thinks this is
when he got to know her name and also his
grandparents’ names, since it would be more
helpful to ask for Jeanette or Tom Montgomery if
he got lost, instead of Granny and Grandpa! While
Catherine was busy counting money at the end of
the Bazaar, Darren made his own job by going
around collecting name tags.
Darren’s sister, Hailey, first got involved from her perch on Catherine’s back in a baby
carrier. Catherine came during the week to help with the set up the year she was on
maternity leave.
This year Hailey and Darren took on the name tag collection together and Darren was proud
to show his little sister the ropes.
Catherine tells us that it is nice to see the kids get involved in volunteering at an early age
and to see how warmly they are welcomed by everyone they encounter. Catherine likes that
it is a chance for her and the kids to help out the grandparents because, as Catherine says,
usually the roles are reversed.
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Christmas Care Notes Submitted by John Patton, Chair of Pastoral Care
The Advent and Christmas Seasons are a time of joy for most of us, a time for celebrating
with friends and family. Unfortunately, this is not the reality for everyone. For some, the
season can be a painful reminder of loss, whether recent or longstanding. Our annual
“Kindle a Flame” service, to be held following worship on December 8, is one attempt which
we make as a congregation to recognize and minister to this experience.
Another way in which we try to help is by providing a specific selection of CareNotes which
address the many ways in which the season can be difficult. These notes will be displayed
throughout the Advent/Christmas season on the CareNotes rack in the Narthex (across from
the office). There are well over a dozen different titles both on the rack and the shelf below.
Please feel free to take as many as you like either for your own use or for a friend or loved
one.

A Blast from the Past

Submitted by Deb Lester

Originally Submitted to the Advent 2008 Uniter Submitted by Jeanette Montgomery
The Twelve Days of Christmas
Catholics in England during the period 1558 to 1829 were prohibited by law from any
practice of their faith, public or private. The Twelve Days of Christmas was written as a
“catechism song” to help young Catholics memorise the tenets of their faith and avoid being
caught with anything in writing.
The TRUE LOVE refers to God Himself, the ME to every baptised person.
The PARTRIDGE IN A PEAR TREE is Jesus Christ, the Son of God. In the song, Christ is
symbolically presented as a mother partridge who feigns injury to decoy predators from her
helpless nestlings, an expression of Christ’s sadness over the fate of Jerusalem.
TWO TURTLE DOVES: the Old and New Testaments.
THREE FRENCH HENS: faith, hope and love, the theological virtues.
FOUR CALLING BIRDS: the four Gospels and/or the four Evangelists.
FIVE GOLDEN RINGS: the first five books of the Old Testament which give the history of
our fall from grace.
SIX GEESE-A-LAYING: the six days of creation.
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SEVEN SWANS-A-SWIMMING: the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit.
EIGHT MAIDS-A-MILKING: the eight beatitudes.
NINE LADIES DANCING: the nine fruits of the Holy Spirit.
TEN LORDS-A-LEAPING: the ten commandments
ELEVEN PIPERS PIPING: the eleven faithful apostles.
TWELVE DRUMMERS: the twelve points of doctrine in the Apostles’ Creed

Broadview Magazine

Submitted by Deb Lester

BROADVIEW is the name of the new magazine that replaced The United Church Observer
Aside from the name change, the biggest difference is the new look and feel. About a quarter
of the magazine is devoted to United Church news and perspectives, but it also includes
more articles and photos. It shares stories about those who embrace and those who struggle
with the Christian faith. It also provides a space for the exchange of values and ideas,
problems and solutions. A couple of sample copies are available in the foyer for you to
browse. The subscription costs $25/year for 11 issues (forms are in the foyer). For more
information, please see George Neville.
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Right Relations Service

Submitted by Judy Chaplin

On December 1st , the first Sunday of Advent, the Right Relations Group organized an
alternative service. The theme combined the Hope of Advent with the spirit of Reconciliation
with the Indigenous people of Canada.
The Gathering Music, two Wendat songs,
was provided by our own Nathan Golden
who is of Wendat ancestry and Kevin
Naukatsik from Rankin Inlet in Nunavut.
We were fortunate to have Kyrstin Dumont
join us. She is the granddaughter of Albert
Dumont, the respected Anishinaabe elder
from Kitigan Zibi. Kyrstin contributed an
Indigenous opening and a personal
reflection.
Earlier this year, the Right Relations Group commissioned a banner to be hung in the
sanctuary which would acknowledge our commitment as a congregation to work towards
right relations and reconciliation with the Indigenous people of Canada. Nathan Golden
designed the banner and our own Diana
Baird created it. The banner reads
“United in Reconciliation”.
The Ministry of Music, “The Gift”, an
Indigenous piece, was sung by the choir.
The first verse of “Twas in the Moon of
Wintertime” was sung by the choir in
Wendat.
We feel grateful for the opportunity to
organize this meaningful worship
service and to share some of the new
perspectives on faith that we have
gained in our Right Relations journey.
Trish, Marcia, Judy.
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Messy Church

Submitted by Gregg Smith

On November 16th, we held our latest ‘Messy Church” style gathering: Prepare for
theADVENTure!; where through fellowship and celebration with music, activities and crafts
we learned about ADVENT.
About 51 people, adults and children alike, attended the event. In all there were 14 children
and some new families who attended our church for the very first time. We even had a
reporter come to observe the event, and we encouraged her to join in. Her article on Messy
Church is posted on spurottawa.com. All in all, everyone seemed to have had fun. We can say
that the event was a success.
Hamlette and Moorice started us off with an Advent-themed puppet show, where we
learned that Advent isn’t just about CHOCOLATE but also about the period before Christmas
which celebrates the birth of Jesus. It is all about preparing for Christmas Day. Oh and
sometimes, the chocolate helps.
Beth and Bruce Junkins entertained us with music and song: Draw the Circle Wide, taught us
a new song, Bumpy Journey, about a donkey, and they even used pictures to help us learn
the words. The music was engaging and everyone couldn’t help but join in.
Attendees had a full slate of Advent-themed activities to choose from: there was a candle
craft with glittering results, Advent prayer jingle sticks, an Advent tree calendar with a daily
bible verse, a stained glass nativity hanger, lots of word puzzles and mazes, a map of Mary
and Joseph’s route from Nazareth to Bethlehem, and donkeys to place yourself on that
journey, and even a “Play Doh” station.
Following the activities, Beth and Bruce led everyone to Scout Hall to decorate some Angel
cookies. What’s a Messy Church-like event without the personalized cookies for dessert?
All of this was followed by a delicious meal. IN TRUE Messy Church fashion, there was no
mayhem, no chaos, and very little mess, just lots of fun, a little learning, fellowship and the
remnants of glitter on a couple of chairs. There was no chocolate; there was good food and
lots of cookies. It was an ADVENTure!
A team of people put this event together: Deb Lester, Carol Cochrane, Ray Cuthbert,
Kathleen Stokely, Lenora Hansen, Beth Junkins, Bruce Junkins, Deborah Dearham, Brenda
Cairns, and Gregg Smith. Of course the event would not have been a success without the
other people who helped to pull it off: Hamlette and Moorice, Revered Kathryn Peate, Shelly
and Madelyn Borys, Kim Stewart, Kelsie Stokely, Tom Montgomery, Nathan Golden and we
can’t forget the cookie ladies: Sue Smarkala, Brenda Cairns and Genevieve Murray-Weir.
If you made it out to the event, we hope you had an enjoyable time. If you were unable to
make it, perhaps we’ll see you at the next one.
With their permission, here is Hamlette and Moorice’s Advent prayer, something to think
about over the next few weeks as we prepare for Christmas: Thank you God for reminding
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us that Jesus is at the heart of Christmas. Help us to prepare for Jesus’ birth and reflect on
the true meaning of Christmas. Help us notice the things that you and others do for us and
help us take the time to be more helpful as we go about our daily lives. Amen.

Bazaar 2019

Submitted by Nico Vanderkraay

Another immensely successful Bazaar is behind us as we
passed the $30,000 mark in our fundraising effort for the
second year in a row. As the start of Set-up Week
approached, a great machine of people working together
seemed to materialize in and around the Church. New and
veteran volunteers alike took up tasks with expertise and
enthusiasm in order to prepare everything for the main
event.
Volunteers are the lifeblood of the Bazaar. Over 200 of these
amazing people make it all happen, getting things done in
both plain sight, and in less visible ways. Within one week,
tables were set up, signs and advertisements posted,
donations picked up and sorted, food prepared, areas
decorated, displays put together, photos taken, name tags
printed, parking organized, maps folded and handed out at the doors, customers greeted,
sales made, funds counted, recycling and waste addressed, and the whole thing cleaned up.
Even more is done in the months leading up to Bazaar Day as people are contacted and
preparations made.
Every year the Bazaar does much more than raise money for the Church. It is an inspiring
community-building event that connects members of the congregation, their family, friends,
and other people and organizations in the area.
People of all ages participate, and have a valuable
opportunity to socialize and interact across the
generational divide. As well as forming and
strengthening bonds within our community, the
Bazaar helps divert waste from landfills by
promoting the re-use of old things, provides
useful everyday items at low price points, and
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gives people a sense of fulfillment through their volunteer work.
All year, many look forward to the Bazaar both as volunteers and as customers. A great
thank you to everyone who contributed this year, and may the tradition continue as we
move into 2020 and beyond.

Song of Revitalization (to the Tune of “Clementine”) by Lenora Hansen
Submitted by Sue Smarkala
Revitalization was the tasking,
Ways to answer today’s call
Using tools that Kathryn taught us
Held round tables for one and all.
CHORUS
Be she friend or be he stranger
Though their ways be known or odd,
We are called to be their neighbour
For they’re children all of God.
Sought to find our Mission Statement
With the help of God above,
Called as disciples of our Saviour,
To share His story and His love. CHORUS
Prayerfully sought for new initiatives,
Solid tasks to make this so,
Recognizing at the same time
Good things here to keep and grow. CHORUS
We’re left richer, for the effort
Youth Group action, new reaching out
“Messy Church” and change of governance
NYTSMS Services and more no doubt. CHORUS.
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Damian Wagner Pearson Wins A Prestigious Award
Submitted by Kim Stewart
It is with great joy that we tell you the good news story
about Damian Wagner Pearson’s impressive
accomplishments. Damian was on the Dean’s List
(Faculty of Public Affairs) for four consecutive years.
He also received the Senate Medal for outstanding
academic achievement. Damian graduated when he
was 21 years old and is currently taking a
well-deserved break and working before likely going
back to school to do his Master’s.

Dallas, Damian and Pat

What is Your Passion?

Submitted by Sue Smarkala

One of the new revitalization initiatives at Woodroffe was the addition of alternative
services into our church year. We have had a number of them, for example, the December
1st service was ‘brought to us’ by the Right Relations folks. They created the whole service
around their passion for reconciliation with our Indigenous brothers and sisters.
During our revitalization conversations we found that many of us volunteer both inside and
outside Woodroffe. Do you have a topic about which you are passionate? Consider sharing
your special interest by creating an alternative service with your topic as the driver for all
aspects of the service. Invite others who are equally taken with the topic and create a small
team to build materials with which to develop a Sunday service. Here are some examples:
food sustainability, affordable housing, climate change, refugee support…
-Put an ad in our bulletin asking for interested people.
-Work with Kathryn and the Worship Committee to choose a date.
-Teach us all about your special interest area and build awareness. Videos, speakers,
conversations – use any and all kinds of media/techniques.
Live out your passion!
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Financial Picture as of August, 2019
Submitted by Joe Smarkala, Treasurer
Jan – Nov 2019

Jan- Nov 2018

Income
- Envelope Givings
- Fundraising
- Use of Building
- Other
Total Income

$154,102
38,472
131,370
21,761
$345,705

$153,696
40,745
116,977
15,937
$327,355

Expenses
- Personnel
- Building
- Other
Total Expenses

$240,983
60,200
56,117
$357,300

$222,938
60,286
56,330
339,554

Operational
Deficit

$11,595

$12,199

M&S Givings

$25,012

$26,713

Outreach Givings

$26,023

$26,084

$191,309

$180,002

Available Funds

You can see that Total Income at the end of November is about $18,000 more than last year.
Givings are about the same as last year even though our congregational size is smaller than
last year. Fundraising is down a small amount. Use of Building income is up about $15,000.
In fact, the Use of Building income is close to what we get from the congregation! The
Treasurer thanks you for your continued financial support of our church.
Total Expenses to the end of November 2019 are $18,000 more than last year, basically
because personnel expenses being up due to Salary increases and increased cost for support
staff (cleaning, minister supply).
You can see that at the end of November, 2019 we had an Operational Deficit of $11,595, a
little smaller than last year. This size of deficit is normal for this time of year. With
Christmas season givings still to come, most of this deficit should be eliminated. Last year,
the deficit was reduced to around $2,000 so hopefully, this year we should have a similar
result.
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Your contributions to the Mission & Service fund and to the Outreach Fund are similar to
your givings in 2018.
Because of bequests received in 2019 our cash balance situation has grown from $180,002
in 2018 to $191,309 as of the end of November. Overall, we’ve had a good year financially.
Thank you again.
As mentioned during my Sunday Stewardship speech we do have a problem with our
Council chairs. Everyone of our committee chairs has reached their end of term or have
continued beyond their term. We thank them for their service to the church. These chairs
need to be taken over by new people. Please consider becoming a chair, we need you.

Notes from the Choir Loft

Submitted by Beth Junkins

This has been an exciting musical year at Woodroffe. Throughout the Spring we had Musical
Spotlights on Bach, Mozart and the Bossa Nova! On Black History Sunday our service
reflected on the contributions and struggles of African Canadians, with music ranging from
songs with traditional African roots to the remarkable piano works of Oscar Peterson. We
have been blessed to have exceptional congregational and guest musicians share their
talents to bring all of this music to life and deepen our spiritual experiences in Sunday
Worship.
This fall has been busy for the choir.
Antonio Llaca, an exciting young conductor
from Carleton University came to one of our
practices to work with the choir on their
choral skill set - it was an energizing and
instructional evening.
We have added “hymn – bits” to our
Thursday evening practice this fall. A choir
member chooses one of the hymns for the
upcoming Sunday and takes 3-4 minutes to
talk about something they find interesting about the hymn – perhaps the composer, the
tune, the lyricist, the arranger, subject matter, historical context, contemporary implications
– anything at all. This increases our understanding and appreciation of the music ministry
that hymns provide; it has proven to be very popular, and quite fun and entertaining at
times!
Our adventure continues with the Advent Season – starting with the First Advent service,
December 1. This service included a focus on Indigenous music with drumming, voice and
guitar from Nathan Golden and Kevin Naukatsik. The choir anthem, “The Gift” used a
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traditional Indigenous music form to celebrate the gift of traditions and the transmission of
knowledge, written by Lil’wat composer Russell Wallace.
The annual Christmas concert was held that same afternoon at Woodroffe, (and to be
repeated December 8 at St. John’s the Evangelist Church). The combined choirs of
Woodroffe United, Kanata United, and St John the Evangelist , along with the Strings of St.
John’s performed the beautiful "Magnificat " by UK composer John Rutter. The Woodroffe
choir also performed the striking rhythmic piece “Ambe” (Come In) in Ojibwe, written by
Cree composer Andrew Balfour: the composer comments that the piece uses a steady beat
throughout to represent the heartbeat of Mother Earth, and the lyrical melody of the eagle
that comes out of these rhythms, to represent love, wisdom and strength. A second piece by
the choir “Wonderful Peace” was composed by Swedish composer Gustaf Nordquvist.
Peaceful and lush, this melody is one of the best known carols in Sweden, and a favourite
around the world to welcome the Advent season. A warm time of fellowship followed with
our traditional Christmas cookies and tea.
Dec 15 Lessons and Carols will feature guest percussionist Valeriy Nehovora, as the choir
performs two African Anthems: one in the Central African dialect Kituba, preparing for Jesus
to come live with us; the other in Nigerian, thanking the Creator Spirit for the love and gift of
Jesus. The traditional African harmonies and rhythms create compelling vehicles for the
ageless Christmas message.
On Christmas Eve The Vyhovskyi Strings will be returning to Woodroffe to play at our 7 PM
service. This group of extraordinary young violinists bring the spirit of Christmas to life
with their beautiful arrangements and enthusiasm – they will make it a Christmas Eve to
remember.
May the music and rhythms of Advent help bring the magical love that is Christmas!

Editor’s Note:
A special thank- you to Peter Morrison for providing many of the photos used in this edition
of the Uniter.
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